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ESPECTING the ſource from which the following letters have been 
\.. drawn, and the grounds on which the reader is expected to reſt his be- 
lief of their authenticity, it may be ſufficient to inform him (and, for the truth 


of the aſſertion, to appeal to His Excellency, Thomas Pinckney, the Ameri- 


can Miniſter Plenipotentiary) that permiſſion was obtained from the proper 
authority, to tranſcribe, from the original papers preſerved" in the Secretary 
of State's office in Philadelphia, theſe and ſundry other authentic documents 
relating to the conteſt between the colonies and the mother country, vin. 
Letters from the Commanders of the continental forces, and other perſons ems 
ployed in the pubile ſervice, —intercepted Letters from Britiſh Officers and o- 
ther adherents to the royal cauſe,—Communications from the Governors, Con- 
ventions, and Committees of the ſeveral Hperican, States, —Piggatches from 
Agents and Commitſfioners, —Inſtructions,—Reports of Committees of Congreſs, 


—parts of the Secret Journals hitherto unpubliſhed, —and various other pie- 
d to and finally eſtabliſhed American In- 


ces elucidative of the events which le 
dependence. . 
That permiſſion was granted early in the year 179 
tage was taken of the indulgence ; though, from various circumſtances, of 
little conſequence to the reader to know, the publication has been ſo long de- 
layed. Even at this late period, the editor contents himſelf with laying be- 
fore the puhlic but a part of the collection, —intending, if theſe volumes meet 
with a favourable reception, to continue the publication, and preſent his 


readers with a variety of intereſting pieces penned by the leaders and prin- 
cipal agents in the American Revolution, and tending to throw light on 


2, and immediate advan- 


* 


| many important tranſactions that have hitherto been either 3 in 


total darkneſs, or, at beſt, but obſcurely perceived, and imperſectly u 


ſtood. | 7 a ü | 
Some parts of theſe letters may perhaps ap ; too full of minutie to inter- 


eſt that claſs of readers, who, unaccuſtomed to enter into the inveſtigation 
of cauſes or conſequences, delight only in recitals of battles, fieges, and other 
ſtriking occurrences which conſtitute the more prominent features of hiſto- 
ry. But, to the reaſoning philoſophic reader, who-withes to explore the ſe- 
cret ſprings of action, to trace events to their remote and latent cauſes, to 
difcover and examine the ſubordinate and collateral circumſtances (oft tri- 
fling in appearance, and generally overlooked by the vulgar eye) which, in 
the ſtruggles of contending nations, give a preponderancy to the one or the o- 
ther ſcale, —thoſe minute details will, it is preſumed, be far from uhaccepta- 
ble, as furniſhing him with that ſpecies of information, upon which alone he 
can venture to ground a deciſive opinion, and which he might elſewhere ſeek 
in vain. | 

The incloſures, frequently referred to 
contribute to {et every circumſtance in a clearer and ſtronger light; and it 
was the editor's original intention that they ſhould have accompanied the 

letters to which they reſpectively belong. Obſtacles however, at preſent in- 
ſarmountable, ftand in the way of their immediate publication : but, when 
theſe are removed, the papers alluded to ſhall make their appearance in form 
of an Appendix, — ſuch parts of them at leaſt, as are of a curious and intereſt- 


ing nature. 
A 2 Mean. 


in theſe volumes, would ſtill further ; 


ADVERTISEME NN T. | 
| Meanwhile the reader will abſerve that it was deemed as yet premature to 


publiſh certain paſſages of theſe letters; ſome omiſſions have of courſe taken 


place, which are every where pointed out by aſteriſks, and which will be 
| — * if 7 ſeaſon, Mong ky far di _— the other hand, in 

rhaps half R dqzen inſtances, a e word Has deen hazarded on conjec- 
Wo to fill up N either the original br the To _— to be 
torn or defaced; in which caſes, the ſupplemental words are incloſed within 
crotchets and printed in Italic.—A few entire letters, moreover, as appears 
by referetce made to them in ſubſequent qnes, are here wanted to complete 


the chain of correſpondence. Pheſe the editor can give no account of, as the 


originals appear to haye been loſt from the files of office. 


L relaxy &, are here inſert- 


bout a dozen letters, written by the general's ſec 


ed z few from the general himſelf to the board of war, or committe of Con- 


grefs,—one to the preſident ↄf che New-York Convention, and one to R. Mor 
mis, eſquire, in the department of finance. eſe it was thought proper to he 
mit: nor did it ſeem worth while, on account of a few exceptions, to make a- 
ny alteration in the general title of the honk. 
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re CONGRESS. 


To the Hanorable Aalen of the Continental bene 
| Fan, ia. | 


Gkrrrunv, in Mes- Nel June 24, 1775. 


1 rain on friduy tn and ſaturday, —the advice 


of ſeveral gentlemen of the Jerſeys and this city by no means 
to croſs Hudſon's river at the lower ferry—and ſame other cir- 


| eumſtances, too trivial to mention, prevented my arrival at this 


place, unti: the afternoon of this day. 


In the morning, after giving general Schuyler ſuch orders, 
as, from the reſult of my enquiry into matters here, appear ne- 


ceſſary, I ſhall ſet out on my journey to the camp. at Bofton, 


and ſhall proceed with all the diſpatch in my power. Powder 


is ſo eſſential an article, that I cannot help again repeating the 


neceſſity of a ſupply. The camp at Boſton; from the beſt ac- 
count I can get from thence, is \ very poorly fupplied. Ar 
this place, they have ſcarce any. How they are provided at 
general Wooſter's camp, I have not been able yet to learn. 

Governor Tryon is arrived, .and general Schuyler directed 
to adviſe you of the line of conduct he moves in. I fear it will 
not be very favourable to the American cauſe. 


I have only to add, that I am, with great reſpe& and regard, 


ra, your moſt obedient and obliged humble ſervant, 


G. WASHINGTON: - 


To 


ON 
* 
- * 
# 
* 
— ” 3 
— — ICT. 


* 


6 _- GENERAL WASHINGTON" 


T᷑̃0 Joux Haxcock, E/quire, Preſident of Congreſi. Hay. 
: ; | New-York, Sunday, 24th June, 1775, p 500 bel, P. 1 


r i 5 1 FEA ä 
1 UPON my arrival here this afternoon,. I was informed 
that an expreſs was in town, from the provincial camp in Maſ- 
ſachuſetts-Bay; and having ſeen, among the papers in his poſ- 
ſeflion, a letter directed to you as preſident of the Congreſs, I 
have taken the liberty to open it, I was induced to take that 
liberty, by ſeveral gentlemen of New-York who were anxious 
to know the particulars of the affair of the ſeventeenth inſtant, 
and agreeable to the orders of many members of the Congreſs, 
who judged it neceſſary that I ſhould avail myſelf of the beſt 
information in the courſe of my journey. Fe | 
You will find fir, by that letter, a great want of powder inthe 

provigcial army, which I ſincerely hope the Congreſs will ſup- 
ply as ſpeedily and as effectually as in their power. One thou- 
ſand pounds in weight were ſent to the camp at Cambridge, 
three days ago, from this city; which has left this place almoſt 
deſtitute of that neceſſary article: there being at this time from 
the beſt information, not more than four barrels:of powder in 
the city of New- Vork - ; | 

I propoſe to ſet off for the provincial camp to-morrow, and 
will uſe all poſſible diſpatch. to join the forces, there. | 

Pleaſe to make my compliments to the gentlemen of the Con- 
greſs ; and believe me to be, fir, your obliged friend, and hum- 
die dervant,. 2 1 £24 & +4 N 5 | G. W. 
LN. B. All the ſubſeguent letters, nat otherwiſe expreſoly di- 
_ +, refed, are addreſſed io the Prefident of Congreſs for the time 


* 


being. 


V. * — 


Sin, Camp at Cambridge, July 10, 1775. 

I Arrived ſafe at this place on the third inſtant, after a 
journey attend with a good deal of fatigue, and retarded by 
neceflaty attentions to the ſucceſſive civilities which accompa- 
nied me in my whole route. 8 5 
Upon my arrival, I immediately viſited the ſeveral poſts oc- 
cupied by our troops; and, as ſoon as the weather permitted, 
reconnoitred thoſe of the enemy. I found the latter ſtrongly 
intrenched on Bunker's hill, about a mile from Charleſtown, 
and advanced about half a mile from the place of the late acti- 
on, with their centries extended about one hundred and fifty 
yards on'this {ide of the narcoweit part of the neck rs. 
. e ee 1955 
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rem this place to Chatleftown: Three floating batteries He in 
Myſtick river near their camp, and one twenty- gun ſhip below 
the ferry place between Boſton and Charleſtown. They have 
alſo a battery on Copſe-hill, on the Boſton fide, which much 
_ annoyed our troops in the late attack. Upon the neck, they 
have alſo deeply intrenched and fortified. Their dengel 
guards, till laſt ſaturday morning, eee reer houfes, 4. 
bout & mile from Roxbury meeting-houſe, and twenty rods 
From their lines: but, at that time, a party from general ThE 
mas's camp ſurpriſed the guard, drove them in, and burned the 
houſes, The bulk of their army, commanded; by general 
Howe, lies on Bunker's-hill, and the remainder on Roxbury- 
_ except the light horſe, - and a few men in the town of 
Boſton. JJJJCCCCCCFC ETC 8 
On our fide, we have thrown up intrenchments on Winter 
and Proſpect hills, the enemy's camp in full view, at the dif- 
tance of a little more than a mile. Such intermediate points 
as would admit a landing, I have ſince my arrival taken care 
to ſtrengthen, down to Sewal's Farm, where a ſtrong intrench= 
ment has been thrown up. At Roxbury, generab Themas has 
thrown up a ſtrong work on the hill, about two hundred yards 
above the meeting-houſe; which, with the brokennefs of the 
ground, arid à great number of rocks, has made that paſs very 
ſecure. The troops raiſed in New-Hampſhire, with a regiment 
from Rhode-Iſland, occupy Wibterchill; a. part of thoſe from 
Connecticut, under general Putnam; are on Proſpect-hill. The 
troops in this town are entirely of the Maſſachuſetts: the re. 
mainder of the Rhode-Iſland- men are at Sewal's Farm. Two 
regiments of Connecticut, and nine of the Maſſachuſetts, are at 
Roxbury; The reſidue of the army, to the number of about 
ſeven hundred, are poſted in ſeveral ſmall towns along the coaſt, 
to prevent the depredations of the enemy. f ; 


Upon the whole I think myſelf authoriſed to ſay, that, con- 
ſidering the great extent of line and the nature of the ground, 
we are as well ſecured, as could be expected in ſo ſhort a 
time, and under the diſadvantages we labour. Theſe conſiſt in 
a want of engineers to conſtruct proper works and direct the 
men, a want of tools, and a ſufficient number of men to man 
the works in caſe of an attack. You will obſerve, by the pro- 
ceedings of the council of war which I have the honour to in- 
cloſe, that-it is our unanimous opinion. to hold and defend theſe 
works as long as poſſible. The diſcouragement it would give 
the men, and its contrary effects on the minifterial troops, thus 
to abandon our encampment in their face, formed with fo much 
labor, 


8 _.” GENERAL WASHING TONY 
laber, —added to the certain deſtruction of 2 conſierable and 


valuable extent of country, and our uhcertainty of finding a 
lage in all reſpects ſo capable of making a fland, —are leading 


reaſons for this determination. At the ſame time we are very 
ſenſible of the difficulties which attend the defence of lines of 
ſo great extent, and the dangers which may enſue from ſuch a 
roc 

My earneſt with to comply with the inſtructions of the Con- 
grebs, in making an early and complete return of the ſtate of the 
army, has led into an involuntary delay of addreſſing you; 
Which has given me much concern. Having given orders for 
this purpoſe immediately on my arrival, —and unappriſed of the 
imperfect obedience which, bad been paid to thoſe of the like 
nature from general Ward, I was led from day to day to expect 
they would come in, and therefore detained the meſſenger. 
They are not now ſo complete as I could wiſh: but much al- 
lowance is to be made for inexperience in forms, and a liberty 
Which had been taken (not given) on this ſubject. Theſe rea- 
ſons, I flatter myſelf will no longer exiſt; and, of conſequence, 

more regularity and exactneſs will in future prevail. This, with 
a neceſſary attention to the lines, the movements of, the miniſte- 
tial troops, and our immediate ſecurity, müſt be my apology, 
_ 2 beg you to lay before Congreſs with the utmoſt duty 
and reſpect. VVV 
We labour under great diſadvantages for want of tents ? 
far, though they have been helped put by a collection of now 


* 


uleleſs fails from the ſea - port towns, the number is far ſhort of 
our neceſſities. The colleges and houſes of this town are ne- 
ceflarily occupied by the troops; which affords another reaſon 
for keeping our preſent fituation, But I moſt ſincerely. wiſh the 
whole army was properly provided to take the field, as I am 

well affured, that (beſides greater expedition and activity in 

caſe of alarm) it would highly conduce to health and diſcipline. 

As materials are not to be had here, I would beg leave to re- 
commend the procuring a farther ſupply from Philadelphia, as 

oon as poffſible. „ lf 
ow! ſhould be extremely deficient in gratitude. as well as juſtice, 
x I did not take the firſt opportunity. to acknowledge the readi- 
nels and attention, which the provincial Congreſs. and different 
committees have ſhewn, to meke every thing as convenient and 
grecable as poſſible. But there is a vital and inherent. princi- 
* of delay, incompatible with military ſervice, in tranſacting 


buſineſs through ſuch numerous and different channels, I eſteem 
it therefore my duty to repreſent the inconyentence which 


muſt 


. 
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muſt uhavidably enſue from a dependence on a number of per- 
{ons for ſupplies; and ſubmit it to the conſideration of Congrels,..- 
whether the public ſervice will nat be beſt promoted by aps; 
pointing a commiſſary-general. for thefe purpoſes. 3 We haye 4 
ſtriking inſtance of the preference of ſuck. a mode, in the aſtab - 
liſhment of Connecticut, as their troops are extremely well. pre-, 
vided under the direction of Mr, Trumbull, and he has at dif. 
ferent times afſiſled otheis W rious articles. Should my - 
ſentiments happy coincide w this. 


Happ nde af your honours. on this. 
ſubject, I beg leave to recommend Mr. Trumbull as a very. 
proper perſon for this department. In the arrangement of. 
troops collected under ſuch circumſtances, and upon the ſpur of 
immediate neceſſity, ſeveral: appointments are omitted, which, 
appear to be indiſpenſably neceſſary for the good government 
of the army — particularly a quarter -maſter - general à gommiſ- 
ſary of muſters, and a commiſſary. of artillery. Theſe I * 
— recommend to the notice and proviſion of the Con- 

els. e , at Os Cant 
* find myſelf already much embarraſſed, for want of a milita«' 
ry cheſt, theſe embarrafiments will increaſe every day: I muſt, 
therefore regueft that money may be forwarded as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, The Want of this moſt neceſſary article will (I fear) pro- 
duce great inconventencies, if not prevented by an early atten- 
tion. I find the army in general, and the troops raiſed in maſ-, 
ſachuſetts in particular, very deficient in neceffary -cloathing.. 
Upon enquiry, there appears no probability of obtaining any. 
ſupplies in this quarter: and, on the beſt conſideratiog. o "this 


* 


- 


matter I am able to form, I am of opinion that a number of 
hunting ſhirts (not leſs than ten thouſand) would in, a great de, 
gree remove this difficulty, in the:cheapeſt and quickeſt. manner. 
I know nothing, in a ſpeculative view, more trivial, yet, if put, 
in practice, would have a happier. tendency to unite the men, 
and aboliſh thoſe provincial diſtinctions which lead ta jealouly. 
and di ꝗ l a. 7” ets i 6 

In a former part of. this letter, I mentioned the want of en-, 
gineers, I can hardly expreſs the diſappointment I have expe- 
rienced on this ſubje&,—the {kill of thoſe we have being very 
imperfect, and confined to the mere manual exerciſe of cannon 
whereas the war in which we are engaged requizes a knowledge, 
comprehending the duties of the:field, and, fortification. It a- 
ny petſons thus qualified are to be found in the ſouthern colo- 
nies, it would be of great public ſexvice to forward, them. wit J 


: 1 
* F 
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all expedition. . 


- 1 
— * * ms * 1 £M + 2 ny -” 7 ” 1 * p 
B 2 0 1 — A of Up an 


/ 


10 "GENERAL WASHINGTON": 


Upon the article of ammunition, I muſt re-echo the former 
complaints on this fubject. We are ſo exceedingly deſtitute, 
that our artillery will be of little uſe, without a ſupply both 
large and ſeaſonable. What we have muſt be reſerved for 
the mall arms, and that managed with the utmoſt frugali- 
ty. * | 8205 | 2 

The ſtate of the army you will find aſcertained with tolera- 
ble preciſion in the returns which accompany this letter. Up- 
on finding the number of men to fall ſo far ſhort of the eſta- 
bliſhment, and below all expectation, I immediately called a 
council of the general officers, whoſe opinion (as to the mode 


of filling up the regiments, and providing for the preſent exi- 


gency) I have the honour of incloſing, together with the beſt 
Judgment we are able to form'of the miniſterial troops. From 
the number of boys, deſerters, and negroes, that have been en- 
lifted in the troops of this province, I entertain ſome doubts. 
whether the number required can be raiſed here: and all the 

eneral officers agree that no dependence can be put on the mi- 
Iitia, for a continuance in camp, or regularity and diſcipline 
during the ſhort time they may ſtay. This unhappy and de- 
voted province has been ſo long in a ſtate of anarchy, and the 
oke been laid fo heavily on it, that great 
allowances are to be made for troops raiſed under ſuch circum- 
ſtances. . The deficieney of numbers, diſcipline, and ftores, can 
only lead to this conclufion—that their ſpirit has exceeded their 
ſtrength. But at the ſame time I would humbly fubmit to the 
conſideration of Congreſs the propriety of making ſome further 
proviſion of men from the other colonies. If theſe regiments 
ſhould be completed to their eftabliſhment, the diſmiſſion of 
thoſe unfit for duty on account of their age and charaQer would. 
occafion a conſiderable reduction; and, at all events, they 
have been enliſted upon ſuch terms, that they may be diſband- 
ed when other troops arrive. But ſhould my apprehenfions be 
realiſed, and the regiments here not filled up, the public cauſe 
would ſuffer by an abſolute dependence upon ſo doubtful an 
event, unleſs ſome proviſion is made againſt ſuch a diſappoint- 
ment. | ; (4 : 17 
It requires no military kill, to judge of the difficulty of in- 
troducing proper diftipline and ſubordination into an army 
while we have the enemy in view, and are in daily expectation 
of an attack: but it is of ſo much importance, that every ef- 
fort will be made, which time and. circumſtances will admit. 
In the mean time I have a fincere pleaſure in obſerving that 


there are materials for a good army—a great number of able- 
= bodied 
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bodied men, active, zealous i in the cauſe, and of unqueſtionable 
courage. 

1 a now, fir, to Schendel the receipt of your favor of 
the twenty- eighth, incloſing the reſolutions of Congreſs, of the 
twenty-ſeventh'ultimo, and a copy of a letter from the Fortune." 
tee of Albany; to all which I ſhall pay due attention. 
Generals Gates and Sullivan have both arrived in good 
health. 

My beſt abilities. are at all times Aste to the ſervice of 
my country; but I feel the weight, importance, and variety of 
my preſent duties too ſenſibly, not to wiſh a 0 \t ediate 
and frequent communication with the Tongreſs.. I 
often happen in the courſe of our preſent 3 wat 
need that aſſiſtance and direction from them, which dine nd 
diftance will not allow me to receive. 

Since writing the aboye, I have alſo to acknowledge your fa- 
vor of the d inſtant by Feſſenden, and the receipt of the 
commiſſions and articles of war. The former are yet eight hun- 
dred ſhort of the number required. This deficienoy you will 
pleaſe to ſupply as ſoon as you- conveniently can. Among the 
other returns, I have alſo ſent one of our killed, Werne and 
miſſing in the late action; but have been able to procure no 
certain account of the Joſs of 'the miniſterial troops, My beſt 
intelligence fixes it at about five hundred killed, and fix or ſe- 
ven hundred wounded : but it is no more than conjeAure,—the 
utmoſt pains being taken on their Age to congeal: it. I heve the 
honor to be, Re. SG.. W. 
P. 8. Having ordered the commanding officer to give me the 
carlieft intelligence of every motion of the rg by land or 
water, diſcernible from the heights of his camp, I this inſtant, 
as I- was eloſing my letter, receiyed the incloſed from the bri- 
gade major. The deſign of this manœuvre I know not :—pet- 
haps it may be to make a deſcent ſome where along the coat : 
it may be for New-York : z or it may be practiſed as a 
deception on us. I thought it not improper however to men- 
tion the matter to you: I have done the ſame to the command- 
ing officer at New-York; and'T-fhall let it be known to the 
committee of ſafety here, ſo that intelligence may be communi. 
cated," as they mall think beſt, along d the tet; of this g0- | 
yernment, 805 
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sn. K, | Cam at Cambrid, e, 10 = F 
F der Idid 5d byſetf the Gene a of brig 125 on the ns. 
| N nothing material has happened in the camp. From 
ome Abentie and later advices of the ſtate of the miniſterial 
troops, and the great inconvenience of calling in the militia in 
the midſt of harveſt, J have been induced for the preſent to 
Wave it ;—but in the mean time recruiting parties have been 
Fent throughout this province, to fill up the repiments to the e- 
ſtabliſhment of the provincial Congreſs. At the ſame timg, that 
T received theſe advices, I alfo obtained a lift of the officers of 
the enemy killed and wounded in the late battle at n, 
which I take this opportunity to ineloſe. 

The great ſcarcity of freſh proviſions in their army has led 
me to take every precaution to prevent à ſupply : for this puz- 
'poſe, I have ordered all the cattle and ſheep to be drawn from 
the low 'grounds and fartns within their reach. A detatchment 
From general Thomas's camp, on wedneſday night, went over 
to Long-Iſland, and brought from thence twenty cattle and a 
number of ſheep, with about fifteen laborers who had been put 

on by a Mr. Ray Thomas, to cut the hay, &c. By ſome ac- 
' Eident they omitted burning the hay, and returned the next day 
at noon to complete it; which they effected, amidſt the firing 
of the ſhipping, with the loſs of one man killed and another 
wounded. 
" Laft evening alfo a party of the bebt ane ſtrolled 
own on the marſh at Roxbury, and fired upon a centry ; which 
drew on a heavy fire from the enemies line's and floating bat- 
teries, but attended with no other effect than the loſs of one 
killed by a ſhot from the enemies line's. In the mean time, 
we are, on both fides, continuing our works ; but there has 
been no other movement than what I have noticed above. I 
mall endeavour to give a regular and particular account of all 
tranſactions, as they occur, which you will pleaſe to lay before 
| the honorable Congreſs. 1 ha ve the honor ta 3 be, &c. G. W. 


on mp at Combbrides, uly 21 1775: 
SINCE I did rfl. the honor of THE you th 
eee inſtant, I have received advice from governor I rum- 
bull, that the aſſembly of connefticut had yoted, and that they 


are now raiſing, two regiments of ſeven hundred men each, in 


2:46 mn of an application fromthe n Congreſs of Maſ- 
ſachuſetts- 
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ſachuſetts-Bay. The Rhode-Iſland aſſembly has alſo made an 
augmentation for this purpoſe, Theſe reinforcements, with 
the riflemen who are daily expected, and ſuch recruits as may 
tome in to fill up the regiments here, will, I apprehend, com- 
poſe an army ſufficiently ſtrong to oppoſe any force which ma 
be brought 22 us at preſent. I am very ſenfible that the 
beavy expenſe, neceſſarily attendant upon this campaign, will 
call for the utmoſt frugality and care, and would therefore, if 
poſſible, avoid enliſting one unneceſlaty man. As this is the 
Erſt certain account of the deſtination of theſe new-raifed troops, 
-I thought proper to communicate my ſentiments as early as 
poſſible, leſt the Congreſs ſhould act upon my letter of the 
tenth, and raiſe troops in the ſouthern colonies, which, in my 
. preſent judgment may be diſpenſed wit. e 
For theſe eight days paſt, there have been no movements in 
either camp, of any conſequence. On our fide, we have conti- 
nued the works without any intermiſſion ; and they are now ſs 
far: adyanced as to leave us little to apprehend on that fcore. 
On the ſide of the enemy, they have allo been very induftrious 
in finiſhing their lines, both on Bunker's-hill and Roxbury- 
neck. In this interval alſo, their tranſports have arrived from 
New Vork; and they have / been employed in landing and ſta- 
tioning their men. 1 have been able to collect no certain ac- 
cCount of the numbers arrived; but the incloſed letter, wrote 
(though not ſigned) by Mr. Sheriff Lee, and delivered me by 
captain Darby (who went expreſs with an account of the Lex- 
- ington battle). will enable us to form a pretty accurate judg- 
ment, The increaſe of tents and men in the town of Boiton is 
very obvious; but all my accounts from thence agree that 
there is a great mortality, occafioned by the want of vegeta- 
bles and freſh meat; and that their loſs in the late battle at 
Charleſtown (from the few recoveries of their wounded) is 
greater than at firſt ſuppoled. The condition of the iahabit- 
ants. detained in Boſton is very diſtreſſing: they are equally 
_ deſtitute of the comfort of freth proviſions z and many of them 
are ſo reduced in their circumſtances, as to be unable to ſupply 
themſelyes with ſalt. Such fiſh as the foldiery leave, is their 
principal ſupport. Added to all this, ſuch ſuſpicion and jea- 
louſy prevails, . that they can ſcarcely ſpeak, or even look, 
without expoſing themſelves to ſome ſpecies of military exe- 
cution. | : | e 12 f 1 . 
I have not been able, from any intelligence J have received, 
to form any certain judgment of the future operations of the 
enemy. Sometimes J have ſuſpected an intention of detaching 
a part 
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I hovld: be very happy to be relieved. 
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a part of their army to ſome part of the coaſt, as they have 
been building a number of flat-bottomed boats, capable of 
holding two hundred men each. But, from their works, and 
the language held at Boſton, there is reaſon to think they ex- 
pott the attack from us, and are principally engaged in prepar- 
ing themſelves againſt it. I have ordered all the whale- boats 


alang+the.coaft- to be collected: and ſome of them are employ- 


ed every night to watch the motions of the enemy by water, 
fo:as to guard as much as poſſible againſt any ſurpriſe, # * * 

Next to the more immediate and preſſing duties of putting 
our lines in as ſecure a ſtate as poſſible, attending to the move- 
ments of the enemy, and gaining intelligence —my great con- 
gern is to eſtabliſh order, regularity, and diſcipline, without 
which, our numbers would embarrats us, and, in cafe of action, 
general confuſion muſt infallibly enſue. In order to this, I 
propoſe to divide the army into three diviſions: at the head 
of each, will be a general officer ;—theſe diviſions to be again 
ſubdivided into brigades, under their reſpective brigadiers. 
But the difficulty ariſing from the arrangement of the general 
officere, and waiting the farther proceedings of the Congreſs on 
this ſubject, has much retarded my progreſs in this moſt neceſ- 
ſary work. I ſhould be very happy to receive their final com- 


mands, as any determination would enable me to proceed in 


my plan. * = L * % i . 8 0 0 
In addition to the officers mentioned in mine of the tenth 


inſtant, L would humbly propoſe” that ſome proviſion ſhould be 
made for a judge · advocate, and provoſt-marſhal. The neceſſi- 
ty of the firſt appointment was ſo great, that I was obliged to 


nominate Mr. 1 udor, who was well recommended to me, and 


now executes the office under the expectation of receiving cap- 
tain's pay. an allowance (in my opinion) ſcarcely adequate to 
the ſervice; in new raiſed troops, where there are court-mar- 
tials every day. However, as that is the proportion in the 


regular army, and he is contented, there will be no neceſſity 


of an addition. 


I muſt alſo renew wy requeſt as. to money, and. the appoint- 
ment of a paymaſter. I have forebore urging matters of this 
nature, from my knowledge of the many important concerns 


vchich engage the attention of the Congrefs; but as I find my 
difficulties thicken every day, I make no doubt, ſuitable re- 


gard will be paid to a neceſſity of this kind. The inconveni- 
ence of borrowing ſuch ſums as are conſtantly requifite muſt be 
too plain for me to enlarge upon, and is a fituation from which 


Upon 
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; Upon the experience I have had, and the beſt conſideration 
of the appointment of the ſeveral officers. of commiſſiary- gene- 
ral, muſter-maſter-general, quarter-maſter-general, pay-maſter- 
general, and commiſſiary of artillery, I am clearly of opinion 
that they not only conduce to order, dilpatch,: and diſcipline, 
but that it is a meaſure of economy. The delay, the waste, 
and unpuniſhable negle& of duty, ariſing from, theſe officers: 
being in commiſſion in ſeveral hands, evidently ſhew that the 
public expence muſt be finally enhanced, I have experienced 
the want of theſe officers, in completing the returns of men, 
ammunition, and ſtores: The latter are yet imperfect, from 
the number of hands in which they are diſperſed. I have in- 
cloſed the laſt weekly return, which is more accurate than the- 
former; and hope in a little time we ſhall he perfectly regular 
in this as well as ſeveral other neceſſary branches of dutʒß. 
I have made inquiry into the eſtabliſument of the hoſpital, 
and find it in a very unſettled condition. There 1s no princi- 
pal director, nor any ſubordination among the ſurgeons : of 
conſequence, diſputes and contentions have ariſen, and muft 
continue until it is reduced to ſome ſyſtem. I could with it 
was immediately taken into conſideration, as the lives and 
health of both officers and men ſo much depend upon à dus 
regulation of this department. I have been particularly atten- 
tive to the leaſt ſymptoms of the ſmall-pox; and hitherto we 
have been ſo fortunate as to have every perſon removed fo 
ſoon, as not only to prevent any communication, but any alarm 
or apprehenſion it might give in the camp. We ſhall continue 
the utmoſt vigilance againſt this moſt dangerous enemy, - 
In an army properly organiſed, there are ſundry offices of an 
inferior kind, ſuch as waggon-maſter, maſter-carpenter,. & e. 
but I doubt whether my powers are, ſufficiently extenſive for 
ſuch appointments. If it is thought proper to repoſe ſuch a 
truſt in me, I ſhall be governed, in the diſcharge of it, by a 
{tri regard to economy and the public intereſt. 53 
My inſtructions from the honourable Congreſs direct that no 
troops are to be diſbanded without their expreſs direction, nor 
to be recruited to more than double the number of the enemy. 
Upon this ſubject I beg leave to repreſent, that, unleſs the re- 
giments in this province are more ſucceſsful in recruiting than 
I have reaſon to expect, a reduction of ſome of them will be 
highly neceſſary, as the public is put to the whole expence of 
an eſtabliſhment of officers, while the real ſtrength of the regi- 
ment (which conſiſts in the rank and file) is defective. In caſe 
of ſuch a reduQion, doubtleſs ſome of the privates and all the 
officers 


NT — 
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officers would return bome : but many of the former would go 
into the remaining regiments; and, having had ſome experi- 
enge, would fill them up with uſeful men. I fo plainly per- 
cetve the expence of this campaign will exceed any calculation 
| hitherto made, that I am particularly anxious to firike off eve- 
ry unneceſfary charge. You will therefore, fir, be pleaſed to 
favor me with explicit directions from the Congreſs, on the 
mode of this reduction (if it ſhall appear neceffary) that no 
time may be loſt when ſuch neceſſity appears. 
\Yeſterday we had an account that the light-houſe Was On 
fire: — by whom, and under what orders, I have not yet learn- 
ed; but we have reaſon to believe it has been done by our ir- 1 
regulars. F , 
You will pleaſe to. >. preſent me to the 88 with the ut - J 
malt duty and reſpect; and believe me to be, &c. G. W. 
P. S. Captain Darby's ſtay in England was ſo mort, that he 
brings no other information, than what the incloſed letter, and 
the news-papers which will accompany this, contain. General 7 
Gage's. diſpatches had not arrived; and the miniſtry affected ; 
to diſbelieve the. whole account, treating it as a fiction, or at | 
| moſt, an affair of little conſequence; —The- fall of Rocks Was 
1 e coaßderable. 
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kun at | Combridge, July 21, 177 5,50 "clock, P. M. 


1 . ; 

1 SINCE clofing the letters which accompany this, I have 
| received an account of the deſtruction of the light-houſe 3 

copy of which I have the honor to incloſe—aad of again lr. 

ing you that I am, with great reſpect, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I have alſo received à more authentic account of the 
tofs of the enemy in the late battle, than any yet received. 
Dr. Winſhip, who lodged in the fame houſe with an officer of 
the marines, aſſures me "they had exactly one thouſand and for- 
ty-three killed and wounded—of whom three hundred felt on 
the field, or died within a few Hours. Many of the wounded 
ate fince dead. | | 
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>. FS * Camp at cambridge, uh 27, 177 Ga 
NOTHING material bas aocurred in either camp, fince 


I bad the hon or of addreiing you on the twenty. firſt inſtant by 
| | | exprets : 
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expreſs ; but on Tueſday thrbe inen-of-war and nine tranſports 
ſailed. out of Boſton harbor; and ſtood à courſe: about E. 8. E. 
One Groves, who came gut of 'Bofton the fame evening in- 


formed the officer at one of the outpoſts; that the trauſports 
had on board. fix hundred men, and were bound to Block-. 
land, Fiſher's-Iſland, and Long Iſland, to plunder them, and 


bring off what cattle they may find. The fellow returned 
again into Boſton under fuch ſuſpicious cireumſtances, tliat it 


has led me to doubt the truth of his intelligen eee. 
A deſerter, who came in afterwards, informs me that it was 


given out in their camp, that they wete either mw for Indiatis 
or freſh proviſions : and that euch tranſport had; but twenty 
men on board. Upon this intelligence, I immediately wrote 
to governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, and to general Wooſter, 
that they might take proper precautions for rembving-the” eats 


tle off thoſe iſlands and the 'roafts, and to prevent any furpriſe, 


As we are confirmed, by every account, in the ſcarcity of freſh 


proviſions in the enemy's. camp, and particularly by this des 
ſerter, it is very probable this voyage may-be only intended fot 
a ſupply : but as it may poſſibly be otherwiſe, I thought it 


beſt to tranſmit the intelligence to the honorable” Congreſs; 


that they may forward it to che fouthward, or take ſuch other 


ſteps as they may judge proper. 


Since writing the above, three more eee 


out which makes four in twenty-four hours. Their aceounts 
correſpond. with-thoſe of the firſt who came out, and which I 
have related above. I have the honor to be, & . G. W. 


Sa, Can at Cambridge, Aug. 4, 1778. 
IAM to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 


twenty-fourth July, accompanied by two hundred and eighty 


four commiſſions, which afe yet much ſhort of the nece uy 
number, I am much honored by the confidence repoſed in 


. me, of appointing the ſeveral officers recommended in mine of 
the. tenth ultimo; and ſhall endeavor to ſele& fuch perſons as 


are beſt qualified to fill theſe important paſts. * * 


In the rene wal of theſe commiſſions, ſome difficulties oecur, 


in which I ſhould be glad to know the pleaſure of the honora- 
ble Congreſs. The general officers of the Maſſachuſetts have 
regiments; thoſe of Connecticut have both regiments and com- 
panies ; and the other field officers have companies each. From 
Rhode-Iſland, the general * regiment, hut the field 


offi. 
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officers have companies: but I do not find that they have or 

expect pay under more. than one commiſſion. Should the 

commiſſions, now to be delivered; purſue. theſe different eſ- 
tabliſhments, there will be a diſtinction between general and 
field afficers of the ſame rank. In order to put New-Hamp- 

8 ſhire, Maſſachuſetts, and Rhode-Ifland, upon a line with Con- 

| | necticut, it would be neceſſary to diſmiſs a number. of officers 

j in poſſeſſion of commiſſions, without any fault of theirs. On 

it the other hand, to bring the Connecticut generals and field affi- 

i cers fo the ſame ſcale with the others, will add to the number 1 
of officers, and may be deemed inconſiſtent with the terms n 
which they entered into the ſervice, although you add nothing 
to the expenſe, except in the article of proviſions. Upon the 
whole, it is a caſe which I would wiſh the honorable Congreſs 

j to confider and detetmine, | + - 
1 Colonel Gridley of this province, who is at the head of the 
artillery, has the rank of major- general from the provincial 
Congrefs. Will it be proper to renew his commiſſion here in 
1 the ee 2 Alt is proper here to remark, that, in this 
_ Eaſe, he will take rank of all the brigadiers-general, and even 
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the majors-general, whoſe commiſſions. are. ſubſequent in date: 
aud this can anſwer no good purpoſe, but may be productive of 

1 many bad conſequences. 7 4 . „„ I tis 

3 Theſe ate matters of ſome importance: but I am embarraſſ- 
ed with a difficulty of a ſuperior kind. [The eſtimate, made in 

Congreſs, ſuppoſed all the regiments to be formed upon one eſ- 

tablifliment ;, but they are different in different provinces, and, 

even vary in the ſame province, in ſome particulars; In maſſa- 

| chuſetts, ſome regiments have ten companies, others eleven : the 

il eſtabliſhment of the former is five hundred and ninety men, of- 

1 ficers included —of the latter fix. hundred and forty nine. 

The eſtabliſhment of Rhode-Iſland and New-Hamplhire is five 
hundred and ninety to a regiment, officers included: Connec- 
ticut has a thouſand men to a regiment. Should the Maſfachu- 
fetts regiments be completed, with the new levies from Rhode. 
Iſland and Connecticut, and the riflemen, the number will ex- 
cee twenty-two thouſand. If they ſhould not be completed, 
—as each regiment is fully officered, there will be a heavy ex- 
penſe to the public, without an adequate ſervice. The reduc. 
tion of ſome of them ſeems to be neceſſary, and yet is a mat- 
ter of much delicacy, as we are ſituated, I moſt earneſtly re- 
queſt it may be taken into immediate conſideration, and the time 

and mode of doing it pointed out by the honorable Congtels. 
By an cftimate T have made from the general return, — hen 


* 


the 
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the new levies arrive, and the regiments are completed, there ' 5 


will be twenty-four thouſand four hundred and fifty men on the 
pay and proviſion of the United Colonies. Some of the re- 
cruiting officers, who have been out on that ſervice, have 18 
turned with very little ſueceſs; ſo that we may ſafely conclude, 
the number of two thouſand and ſixty-four, now wanting to 
complete, will rather increaſe than diminiſh, © There are the- 
regiment of artillery, conſiſting of four hundred and ninety. 
three men, and one under colonel Sergeant (who has not receiy-. 
ed any commiſſion, although he had orders to raiſe a regiment, 
from the provincial Congreſs here) which are not ineluded in 
the above eſtimate. This laſt regiment conſiſts of t wo bund- 


red and thirty-four men by the laſt return; but a company has | 


4 Ae 1 


ſince joined. 


By adverting to the rok return; whi 57 1 have the You? 


nor of incloſing (No. 1), it will be fern, what reines are 
moſt defieient. * 

If the Congreſs does not chuſe to poine out the particular gte 
ments. but the provinces in which the reduction & is to be made 
the ſeveral Con reſſes and Aſſemblies may be the proper chan. 
nel to conduct this buſineſs, which I would alſo conceive the” 


moſt adviſeable, from their better acquaintance with the merits,. 


terms, and time of ſervice, of the reſpeQtive officers· Reduc- 
ing ſome regiments, and, with the privates thereof, fillin 
others, would certainty. be the beſt method of accomp 5 0H . 
this work if it were practicable: but the experiment ig Is 
ous, as the Mafſachuſetts-men,. under the privilepe of 
their own officers, do not coucelve themſelves bound, if thoſe 
officers are diſbanded, 

As general Gage is making preparations for winter by i con- 


tracting for quantities of coal, it will ſuggeſt to us the proprie-- 


ty of extending our views to that ſeaſon. I have directed that 
ſuch huts as have been lately made of * ſhould be done 


in ſuch a manner, that, if neoeſſary, they may ſerve for cover-. . 


ing during the winter. But I need not enlarge upon the va 
riety of neceſſities, ſuch as cloathing, fuel, &c, (both exceed - 
ingly ſcarce, and difficult to be procured) which that ſeaſon; 
muſt bring with it, if the —_— or any conſiderable park of. it is 
to remain embodied. 122 

From the inactivity of the enemy "Ry the er of in 
whole reinforcement —their continual addition to their lines, 
and many other cirucmftances,—I am inclined to think, that 
finding us ſo well prepared to receive them, the-plan' of opera- 


tions is varied, and they mean, by regular Spproaches, to bom- 
C 2 bard 
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 . 5 

bard us out of our preſent line of defence, or are Waiting in 
expeRation-thatthe colonies muſt fink under the weight of the 
expenſe, or the proſpect of a winter campaign ſo diſcourage our 
troops, as to break up our army, If they have not ſome ſuch 
expectations, the iſſue of which they are determined to wait, I 
cannot account for the delay, when their ſtrength is leſſened 
every day by ſickneſs, deſertions, and little ſkirmiſhes, 
Of theſe laſt we have had only two worthy of notice. Hav- 
ing ſome reaſon to ſuſpect they were extending their lines at 
Charleſtown, I, laſt ſaturday evening, ordered ſome of the ri- 
flemen dawn, to make — or bring off a priſoner. 
Fes. were accidently diſcovered- ſooner. than they expected, 
by the guard coming to relie ve, and obliged to fire upon them. 
We have xeaſon to believe they killed ſeveral. . They brought 
in two priſoners, whoſe account feonfirmed by ſome other cir- 
cumſtances) removed my ſuſpicions in part. Since that time, 
we have, on each fide, drawn in our centries, and there have 
been ſcattering fires along the line. This evening we have 
heard of three captains who have been taken off by the rifle- 
men, and one killed by a 'cannon-ſhot from Roxbury, beſides 
ſeveral privates: but as the intelligence is not direct, IL only 
mention it as a report which deſerves credit. The other hap- 
pened at the light-houſe. A number of workmen having been 
ſent down to repair it, with a pu of twenty-two marines and 
a ſubaltern, major Tupper, laſt monday morning about two 
o'clock, landed there with about three hundred men, attacked 
them, killed the officer and: four privates: but being detained 
by the tide, in his return he was attacked by ſeveral boats; but 
he happily got through, with the loſs of one man killed, and 
another wounded. The remainder of the miniſterial trgops 
_ {three of whom are badly wounded) he brought off priſoners, 
with ten tories, all of whom are on their way to Springfield- 
Jail, The riflemen, in theſe'{kirmyſhes, loſt one man, who (we 
2 is z priſoner in Boſton- jail. The enemy, in return, en- 
deavoured to ſurpriſe dur guard at Roxbury : but they, being 
apprifed of it by a deſerter, had time to prepare for it: but by 
ſome negligence or miſconduct in the officer of che guard, they 
burned the George tavern on the neck; and have every day 
fince been cannonading us from their lines, both at Roxbury 
and Charleftown, but with no other effect than the loſs of two 
men. On our part, except ſtraggling fires from the ſmall arms 
about the nes, which we endeavor to reſtrain, we have made 
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Our Gtvation, in the axticle of powder; is much more alarm- * 


ing than L had the moſt diitant idea of. Having deſited A re- 
turn to be made qut (on my arrival) of the ammunitiop, I 


found three hundred and three barrels and a half of powder 


mentioned as in the ſtors: but on ordering a new ſupply or 
cartridges yeſterday, I was informed, to my very great aſto- 
niſhment, that there was no more than thirty-ſix barrels of the 
Maſſachuſetts. ſtore, which, with the Rock of Rhode-Iſland, 
New- Hampshire, and Connecticut, makes nine thouſand nine 
hundred and thirty-ſe ven pounds, — not more than nine rounds 
a man. As there had been no conſumption powder fince, that 
could in any degree account for ſuch a deficiency, I was. very 
particular in my inquiries, and found that the committee of 
ſupplies, not being ſufficiently acquainted with the nature af a 
return, or miſapprehending my requeſt,. ſent in an account of 
all the ammunition which had been collected by the province: 
ſo that the report included not only what was in hand, but what 
had been ſpent. 2 e 
Upon diſcovering this -miſtake, I immediately. went up to 
confer with the ſpeaker of the houſe of repreſentatives, upon 
ſome meaſures to obtain a ſupply from the neighbouring town- 
ſhips, in ſuch a manner as might prevent our poverty being 
known; as it is à fecret of top great conſequence to be divulg- 
ed in the general court, ſome individual of, which might per- 
haps indiſcreetly ſuffer it to eſcape him, ſo as to find its way to 
the enemy, the conſequences of which are terrible even in 
idea. I ſhall alſo write to the governors: of Rhade -Iſland. and 
Connecticut, and the committee of ſafety in, New-Hampſhire, 
on this ſubject, urging, in the moſt forcible terms, the necoſſi - 
ty of an — — if in their power. I need. not en- 
large on our melancholy ſituation: it is ſufficient that the ex- 
iſtence of the army and the ſalvation of the country depends 
upon ſomething being done for our relief, both ſpeedy and ef- 
fectual, and that our fituation be kept a profound ſecret. | 
In the incloſures, No. 2 and 3, L ſend the allowance of. pro- 
viſions, &c. made by the provinces. ef Connecticut and Maſſa- 
chuſetts. The mode and quantity are different from what has 
fallen within my experience, and, I am cozfident, muſt grove 
very waſteful and expenfive, If any alteration can be ſafely 
made (which I much doubt) there might be a great ſaving to 
„t - (SAN 3 3 
A gentleman of my family, aſſiſted by a deſerter who has 
ſome {kill in fortification, has by my direction ſketched out 
two draughts of our reſpective lines at Charleſtown e 
OX= 
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' Roxbury, which; with the explanations,” will ey Hen | 


of our fituation, and, IJ hope, prove acceptable to the members 


of the bonorable Congreſs, - Aer are he peru No. 4 


and J. 
Since 1 had: the honor of. adicetfing: 48d, 1 ona been 


applied to, by a committee of the general court, for à detach- 


ment of the army, to protect the inhabitants of the eaſtern 
parts of this province from ſome apprehended depredations 
on their coaſts. I could have wiſhed: to have complied with 
their requeſt: but, af: er due conſideration, and conſulting the 
general officers; together with thoſe: members of Congreſs who. 
are here, I thought it my duty to excuſe myfelf. The appli- 
cation and my. anſwer are the incloſures, No. 6 and 7, which 1 
hope will be approved by the honorable Congreſs. | 
Since I began this letter, the original (of which the incl | 
ſure No. 8 is a copy) fell into my hands. As the writer is a 
perſon of ſome note in Boſton, and it contains ſome advices of 
importance not mentioned by others, I thought proper to for- 
ward it as I received it. By comparing the hand-writing with 
another letter, it appears the writer is one Belcher Noyes, a 


perſon probably known to. ſome. of the gentlemen, delegates + 


from this province, who can determine from his principles and 


character, what credit is due'to him. 


The army is now formed into three grand Liviers, under. 
the command of the generals Ward, Lee, and Putnam each 5 
diviſion into two brigades, conſiſting of about fix regiments 
each, commanded: by generals Thomas and Spencer at Roxbu- 
ry.— Heath and Cambridge, — Sullivan and Greene at Winter- 
hill. By this, you will pleaſe to obſerve, there is a deficiency 
of one brigadier-general (occaſioned by. Mr. Pomroy's not act- 
ing under his commiſſion) which I beg may be filled up as ſoon 
as poſſible. I obſerve the honorable Congreſs have alſo favor- 
ed me with the appointment of three -brigade-majors. I pre- 
ſume they have or intend to appoint the reſt ſoon, as they can- 
not be unacquainted that one ĩs neceſſary to each brigade; and, 
in a new-railed . it will be an office of money: duty: and 
tervice.. Y 


General Gage bas at length liberated the people of Boſton, 


who land in numbers at Chelſea every day. The terms. on 


which the paſſes are granted, as to money, effects, and prori- 
ions, correſpond with Mr. Noyes letter. N | 

We have ſeveral” reports that general Gage i is diſmantling 
Faſte- William, and bringing. all the cannon wth to town: : Hubs 
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a ve ular enquiry, / accounts are ſo various, that I 
cannot very peril en of it. 1 % „ 
On the firſt inſtant, à chief of the Cagtinawaga tribe „he 
News: about fix miles from Montréal, came in here, accompa- 
nied by a coloael Bayley of Cahoſs, His accounts of the tem- 


per and diſpoſition of the Indians are very favorable. He 


ſays they have been ſtrongly ſolicited by governor Carleton to 
engage. againſt, us; but his nation is totally averſe that 
threats, as well as entreaties, have been uſed without effect; — 

that the Canadians are well-diſpoſed to the Engliſh colonies : : 
and, if any expedition is meditated againſt Canada, the Indians 


in that quarter will give all their aſſiſtance. I have endeavored 


to cheriſh theſe favorable diſpoſitions, and have recommended 


to him to cultivate them on his retura.” What I have ſaid, I 


enforced with a preſent, which I anderftood would be agreea- 
ble to him; and as he is repreſented to be a man of weight and 


conſequence i in his own tribe, I flatter myſelf his viſit will have 
good effect. His account of general Carleton's force and 


ſituation at St. John's correſpond with what we Rave already 


had from that quarter. 


The acceſſion of Georgia to the mdiſures of the Congrity 
is a. happy event, and . ae 2 fincere pleaſure: to every 


42 


friend of 3 
Anguſt 5. — We have gecounts this morning of ted explo. 


ſions at the caſtle; 1 rhat i its deſtruction may now be fappoſed 


certain. 
I have this mornin . ated with an information. that 
two gentlemen from Philadelphia (Mr. Hitchbourn and captain 


White,) with letters for general Lee and myſelf, have been 


taken by captain Ayſcough at Rhode-Ifland, the letters 1 


cepted and ſent forward to Boſton, — with the bearers, as pri- 
ſoners; that the captain exulted much in the diſcoveries he 
had made: and my informer (who was alſo in the boat, but re- 
leaſed) ee them to be letters of conſequence, I have 
therefore difpatched the expreſs immediately back, though I 


had before * fotvea to detain him till Fefſenden's return, . 
ſhall be anxious till I am relieved from the ſuſpenſe I am in, as 


to the contents of thoſe letters. - 


It is exceedingly unfortunate that” gentlemen ſhould chöſe to 
travel the only road on which there is danger. Let the event 


* 


of this be what it will, I hope it will ſerve as a general caution - 


_ againſt truſting. any letters that way in future. 


Nothing of conſequence has occurred in camp theſe ee 


days. he inhabitants of Boſton continue coming out at 
Chel- 
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Chelſea; but under a new reſtriction, that no en ſhall come 
out without fpecial Heence, which is refuſed to all mechanics, 
ſinee the tory laborers were taken at the light-houfe I have 
the honor eee bet e r 0% 53 8. W. 
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LTB following letter bears no date, but appears to Bave been 
| written on or about the tuen of Aug, 1715.) 
Oo OB CRITTERS v ¹ W , ‚ - CHIN 
IHE incloſed letter came under ſuch a dire ion and cir. | 
cumſtances, as led me to ſuppoſe it contzined ſome intereſting 
advions, either reſpofiing 2 ſupply of ponder; or the lating 
lately taken. ax: Philadelpiia: I therefore rock the” berry” of 
breaking che ſeal, for which I hope the ſervice and my motives | 
As the filling up the place. of yacant brigadiet-general will . 
probably be of the. firſt buſineſs of the honorable Congreſs, I 
Hatter myſelf it will not be deemed affuming, to negtion, the 
names of two gentleman, whoſe former ſervices, ank and age, 
may be thought worthy af attention on this occaſion. The fore 
mer is c olanel John Armſtröng, of Pennſylvania: he ſerved du- 
ring the laſt war, in moſt of, the campaigns to the fouthward ; 
was honored with the .command of the Pennſylvania forces, 
and his general mikitary eooduft a5 ſpirit much approved by 
all who {erred with bim; beſides. which, his character was dif- 
tinguiſhed by an enterpriſe againſt the Indians, which he plan- 

ned with great judgment, and executed with equal courage an 
ſucceſs... It: was not till lately that I had reafon to believe he 
would enter again on public Tervize ; and it is now wholly un- 
ſolicited and unknown on his part. The other gentleman is co- 
lonel Fry, of M eihchtolctts-Bay, He entered into the ſervice 
as early as 1745, and roſe through the different military ranks, 
in the fucceeding wars, to that of colonel, until laſt June, when 
he was appointed major- general by the Congreſs of this province. 
From theſe circumftances, together with the f:vorable report” 
made to me of him, I preſume he ſuſtained: the character of a 
good officer, though I do not find it diſtinguiſhed by any peru- 
„„ mꝶmnmmm 
Either of theſe gentlemen, or any other whom the honorable 
Congreſs ſhall pleaſe to favor with this appointment, will be 
received by me with the utmoſt deference and reſpe ct. 


The 
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The late adjournment having made it impracticable to know 
the pleaſure of the Congreſs. as to the appointment of brigade- 
majors, beyond the number of three which they were pleaſed 
to leave me, -and the ſervice not admitting of farther delay. 

have continued the other three; which I hope their honors will 
not diſapprove. Theſe. latter were recommended by the reſpec- 
tive corps to which they belong, as the propereſt perſons for 
| theſe offices, until farther direction, and have diſcharged the du- 

ty ever fince, They are the majors Box, Samuel, and Samuel 
Brewer. : ab | 


Laſt ſaturday night we took poſleſſion of a hill conſiderably 


nd 
him to the farther notice of the honorable Congress. 
The treatment of our officers, prifoners ar Boſton" induced 
me to write to general Gage on that ſubject. His anfwer and 
my reply I have the honor to lay before the Congreſs, in the 
TO No. 2, 3, 4 3 fince which I have heard nothing from 
inn 8 | | ] FP d 

I remain, with the greateſt reſpect and regard, &c. G. W. 

1 6 D Fo 
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To 4. Hotorable Pere Video EY 255 Pro 
be Provincial Convention, New-York. 


Sm; OY Camp at Cambridge, Auguſt, 30, 1775. 
* * * Mx. Livingſton and ſome other gentlemen from 
your city brought us the acceptable news of the ſafe arrival of 
a large quantity of powder, and five hundred ftand of arms. 
Our fituation is ſuch as requires your immediate aſſiſtance and 
ſupply in that article. We have lately taken poſſeſſion of a hill 
confiderably advanced towards the enemy; but our poverty 
prevents our availing ourſelves of any advantage of ſituation. 
I muſt therefore moſt earneſtly entreat that meaſures may be 
taken to forward to this camp, in the moſt ſafe and expeditious 
manner, whatever ammunition can be ſpared from the immedi- 
ate and neceffary defence of the province. The value of what- 
ever may be ſent in conſequence of this requeſt, will be paid by or- 
der from hence when delivered, or negotiated with the honorable 
continental Congreſs at Philadelphia, as may be agreed with the 
proprietors, I only requeſt that no time may be loſt through 
any ſuch difficulties, as our ſituation is fo critical, and the exi- 


gence fo great. The mode of conveyance” I muſt leave with 


the provincial Congreſs, or the committee of the city. I doubt 
not they will take every precaution to make it fafe and expedi- 


tious.—1 have the honor * 8 . W. 
a Sim, | 4 Camp at Cantbridee, Sept. > 7 5. 


I DO myſelf the honor. of addreſſing you in conſequence 
of an application from the commiſſary- general, who is, by my 
direction, taking all proper precautions on the approach of win- 
ter. I defired him to commit to writing ſuch propoſals as his. 
experience and knowledge of the country might entitle him to 
make; which he has done in the paper which I have the honor 
to incloſe. The difficulty of procuring a ſufficient quantity of 
falt, which I had objected to him, he has fully obviated, by aſ- 
ſuring me that there is ſo much now actually in ſtore, in this. 
aad the neighboring-towns, as will remove all poſſibility of a 
diſappointment. | | 

1 propoſe to do myſelf the honor of writing, in a few days, 
fully and particularly on ſeveral heads, to which, I muſt now re- 
fer. In the mean time, I have only to inform the honorable, 
Congrets, that I have received a ſmall ſupply of ſeven thouſaud 

| pounds 


+ 
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pounds of powder this week. from Rhode-Ifland, and in a few 
days expect ſeven tons of lead, and five hundred ſtand of arms, 
a part of the ſame importation; and to requeſt that more mo- 
ney may be forwarded with all expedition, the military cheſt 
being nearly exhauſted. ' | 


I am, with the greateſt reſpect, &c. 8 S8. W. 
Sia: Camp at Cambridge, Sept. 21, 1775. 


1 HAVE been in daily expectation of being favoured 
with the commands of the honorable Congreſs, on the ſubj ect 
of my. two Jaſt letters. The ſeaſon now adyances ſo faft, that 
I cannot any longer defer laying before them ſuch farther meas 
ſures as require their immediate attention, and in which I wait 
their direction. | | 7 $a 

The mode in which the preſent army has been collected has 
occafioned.ſome difficulty in procuring the ſubſcription of both 
officers and ſoldiers to the continental articles of war. Their 
principal objection has been, that it might ſubject them tolong- 
er ſervice than that for which they engaged under their ſeve- 
ral provincial eſtabliſhments, It is in vain to attempt to rea- 
ſon away the prejudices. of a whole army: ® ® I have 
therefore forborn preſſing them, as I did not experience any 
ſuch inconvenience from their adherence to their former rules, 
as would warrant the riſk of entering into a conteſt upon it; 
more eſpecially as the reſtraints, neceſſary for the eſtabliſhment 
of efſential diſcipline and ſubordination, indiſpoſed their minds 
to every change, and made it both duty and policy to intre- 
duce as little novelty as poſſible. With the preſent army, I 
fear ſuch a ſubſcription is impracticable: but the difficulty will 
ccale with this army. | TL N TOE OM 

ihe Connecticut and Rhode-Iſland troops ſtand engaged to 
the firſt of December only; and none longer than the firſt of 
January. A diflolution of the preſent army therefore will 
take place, unleſs ſome early proviſion is made againſt ſuch an 
event. Moft of the general officers are of opinion the greater 
part of them may be re-enlifted for the winter, or another cam- 
paign, with the indulgence of a furlough to viſit their friends, 
which may be regulated ſo as not to endanger the ſervice. 
How far it may be proper to form the new army entirely out 
of the old, for another campaign, rather than from the contin- 
gents of the ſeveral provinces, is a queſtion which involves in 
it too many conſiderations of policy and prudence, for' me to 


under. 
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undertake to decide. It appears to be impoſſihle to draw-it 
From'any other ſource than the old army, for this winter 7 and, 
as the pay is ample, I hope a ſufficient number will engage in 
the ſervice for that time at leaſt, But there are various opini- 
ons of the temper of the men on the ſubject; and there may be 


great hazard in deferring the trial ſo long. i 


- 
7 


In the continental eſtabliſhment, no proviſion has been made 
for the pay of artificers, diſtinct from that of the common ſol- 
diers;; whereas, under the provincial, ſuch as found their own 
tools, were allowed one ſhilling per diem advance, and particu- 
lar artiſans, more. The pay of the artillery alſo now differs 
from that of the province ; the men have leſs, the officers 
more; and, for ſome ranks, no proviſion is made, as the Con- 
greſs will pleaſe to obſerve by the liſt which I have the honor 
to incloſe (No. 1). Theſe particulars, though ſeemingly in- 
conſiderable, are the ſource of much complaint and diſſatisfacti- 
251 which I endeavour. to compoſe in the beſt manner I am 
a DIe. . * „ „„ er ent oi + . 1 8 
By the returns of the rifle companies, and that battalion, they 
appear. to exceed their eſtabliſhment - very conſiderably. I 
doubt my, authority to pay theſe extra men without the directi- 
on of the Congreſs: but it would be deemed a great hardſhip, 
| wholly to.refuſe them, as they have been encouraged to come. 
= | The neceſſities of the troops having required pay, I directed 
0 that thoſe of the Maſſachuſetts ſhould receive for one month up- 
wi on their being muſtered, and returning a proper roll: but a 
| claim was immediately made for pay by lunar months; and ſe- 
veral regiments have declined taking up their warrants on this 
account. As this practice was entirely new to me, though ſaid 
to be warranted by former uſage, here the matter now waits the 
determination of the honorable Congreſs. I find, in Connecti- 
cut and Rhode-Iſland, this point was ſettled by calendar 
months; in Maſſachuſetts, though mentioned in Congreſs, it 
was left undetermined; which is alſo the caſe of New-Hamp- 
The incloſure No. 2, is a petition from the ſubalterns, reſpect- 
ing their pay. Where there are only two of theſe in a compa- 
ny, I have conſidered one as an enſign, and ordered him pay as 
ſuch, as in the Connecticut forces. I muſt beg leave to recom- 
mend this petition to the favour of the Congreſs: as I am of o- 
Pinion, the allowance is inadequate to their rank and ſervice, 
and 1s one great ſource, of that familiarity. between the officers 
and men, which is ſo incompatible with ſubordination and diſci- 
pline. Many valuable officers of thoſe ranks, finding themſelves 


unable 


— 
1222 1 


* | 


i / 


unable to ſupp6tt the character hnd appearatcevf officers; (I am 
informed) will retire” as ſoon as che term of fervice is expired, 
if there is no alteration. 2 * * 55 AA : 2555 2 Tor 2 "a | 2 a 
For the better regulation of duty, I found it neceſſary to ſet- 
tle the rank of the officers, and to rnmber the regiments ; and, 
as I had not received łhe commands of the Congreſs on the 
ſubject, and the exigence of the ſervice forbade any farther de- 
lay, the general officers were Cconfidered as having no regi- 
ments, —an alteration, which; I underſtand, is not pleafing to 
ſome of them, but appeared to me and others to be proper, 
when it was confidered, that, by this means, the whole army 1s 
put upon one footing, and'all particular attachments diſſolved. - 
Among many other conſiderations which the approach of 
winter will demand, that'of clothing appeats to be one of the 
moſt important: 85 far às regards the preſervation of the ar- 
my from cold, they may he deemed in a ſtate of nakedneſs. Ma- 
ny of the men have been without blankets the whole cam- 
paign: and thoſe which have been in uſe during the ſummer, 
are ſo much worn as to be of little ſervice. In order to make 
a ſuitable proviſion in theſe articles, and at the ſame time to 
guard the public againſt impoſition and expenſe, it ſeems neceſ- 
fary to determine the mode of continuing the army: for, ſhould 
theſe troops be clothed under their preſent engagement, and at 
the expiration of the term of ſervite, decline rene wing it, a ſet 
of unprovided men may be ſent to ſupply their places. 
I cannot ſuppoſe it to be unknown to the honorable Congreſs 
that, in all armies, it is an eſtabliſhed practice to make an al- 
lowance to officers,” of proviſions and forage, 'proporttonate to 
their rank. As ſuch an allowance formed no part of the con- 
tinental eſtabliſiment, I have hitherto forborn to iſſue the or- 
ders for that purpoſe : but, as it is a received opinion of ſuch 
members of the Congreſs as I have had an opportunity of con- 
fulting, as well as throughout the army, that it muſt be deem- 
ed a matter of courſe and implied in the eſtabliſhment of the. 
army, I have directed the following proportion of rations, being 
the ſame allowed in the American armies laſt wat :——majot-. 
general, fifteen; brigadier-general, twelve; colonel ſix 3 lieu - 
tenant-colonel, five; major, four; captain, three; ſubaltern, 
r ro 7, er 00 TRIES 1 
If thefe ſhould not be approved by the honorable Congreſs, 
they will pleaſe to ſignify their pleafure, as to the alterations 
they ch OT 


— 
* 


have made in the whole or in part. 


Jam now to inform the honorable: Congreſs, that, encourag- 
ed by the repeated declarations of the Cahadiaus and Indians, 


and 
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intelligence, and digeſting the whole, a ſurpriſe did not appear 
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and urged by their requeſts, ' I have detached colonel Arnold 
with a thouſand men, to penetrate into Canada by way of Ken- 


nebeck river, and, if pofſible, to make himſelf maſter of Quebec. 
By this mancevre, I propoſed either to divert Carleton from 


St. Johns, which would leave a free paſſage to general Schuyler ; 


r, if this did not take effect, Quebec, in its preſent defence- 
leſs ſtate, muſt fall into his hands an eaſy prey. I made all poſ- 
fible-enquiry, as to the diſtance, the ſafety of the route, and the 
danger of the ſeaſon being too far advanced; but found nothing 
in either, to deter me from proceeding, more eſpecially as it 
met with very general approbation from all whom I conſulted 
upon it. But, that nothing might be omitted, to enable me to 
judge of its propriety and probable conſequences, I communi- 


coated it by expreſs to general Schuyler, who approved of it in 
 Tuchterms, that I reſolved to put it in immediate execution. They 


have now left this place ſeven days; and, if favored with a good 
wind, I hope ſoon to hear of their being ſafe at Kennebeck river. 
For the ſatisfaction of the Congreſs, I here incloſe a copy of 
the propoſed route (No. 3). LI alſo do myſelf the honor of in- 
cloſing a manifeſto, which I cavifed to be printed here, and of 
which colonel Arnold has taken a ſuitable number with him. 
This is the incloſure, (No. 4.) I have alſo forwarded a copy 
of his inſtructions (No. 5):—from all which, I hope the Con- 
greſs wilt have a clear view.of the motives, plan, and intended 
execution of this enterpriſe, and that I ſhall be ſo happy as to 
meet with their approbation in it. SR | 
-- I was the more induced to make this detachment, as it is my 
clear opinion, from a careful obſervation of the movements of 


the enemy, corroborated by all the intelligence we receive by 


deſerters and others, (of the former of whom we have ſome e- 
very day) that the enemy have no intention to come out, until 
vhey: are "reinforced. They have been wholly employed for 
{forme time paſt in procuring materials for barracks, fuel, and 


making other preparations for winter. Theſe circumſtances, 


with the conſtant additions to their works which are apparently 


defenſive, have led to the above concluſion, and enabled me to 
fpare this body of men where I hope t 


hey wil: be uſefully and 


ſucceſsfully employed. N 133 

The ſtate of inactivity, in which this army has lain for ſome 
time, by no means correſponds with my wiſhes, by ſome deciſive 
ſtroke to relieve my country from the heavy expenſe its ſub- 
fiftence muſt create. After frequently reconnoitering the fitua- 
tion of the enemy in the town of Boſton, collecting all poſſible 


to 
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to me wholly impractible, though hazardous. I communicated 
it to the general officers ſome days before I called them to a 
council, that thy might be prepared with their opinions. The 
reſult I have the honor of incloſing (No. 6.) I cannot ſay that 
I have wholly laid it aſide: but new events may occaſion new 
meaſures. Of this I hope the honorable Congreſs can need; no 
aſſurance, that there is not a man in America who more ear- 
neſtly wiſhes ſuch a termination of th 
the army no longer neceſſary. 2 
The ſeaſon advances ſo faſt, that I have given orders to pre- 
pare barracks. and other accommodations for the winter. 'The 


great ſcarcity of tow-cloth in this country, I fear, will totally 


diſappoint us in our expectations of ptocuring hunting-ſhirts. 
Governor Cooke informs me, few or none are to be had in 
Rhode-Iſland; and governor Trumbull gives me little encou- 
ragement to expect many from Connecticut. 1 | 


I have filled up the office of quarter- maſter-general which the 
Congreſs was pleaſed to leave to me, by the appointment of ma- 
jor Mifflin, which I hope and believe will be univerſally accept - 
able. 8 | | 3 


campaign, as to make 


It gives me great pain to be obliged to ſolicit the attention 


of the honorable Congreſs to the ſtate of this army, in terms 


my ſituation is inexpreſſibly diſtreſſing, to ſee the winter faſt 


approaching upon a naked army; the time of their ſervice wit- 


in a few weeks of expiring ; and no proviſion yet made for ſuch 


important events. Added to theſe, the military cheft is totally 


exhauſted : the paymaſter has not a ſingle dollar in hand: the 


commiſſary-general aſſures me he has ſtrained his credit, for the 


ſubſiſtence of the army, to the utmoſt. The quarter - maſter- ge- 
neral is pregiſely in the ſame ſituation; and the greater part of 
the troops not far from mutiny, upon the deduction of their ſta- 


ted allowance. I know not to whem I. am to impute this faij- 


lure : but I am x dt me if the evil is not immediately reme- 
died, and more punctually obſerved in future, the army muft 
abſolutely break up. I hope I have fo fully expreſſed myſelf 
on this ſubje& (both by letter, and to thoſe members of the 
Congreſs who honored the camp with a viſit), that no diſap- 
pointment could poſſibly happen: I therefore hourly expected 
advice from the paymaſter that he had received a freſh ſup- 
ply, in addition to the hundred and ſeventy-two thouſand dol- 
lars delivered him in Auguſt ; and thought myſelf warranted. 
to aſſure the public creditors that in a few days they ſhould be 


ſatisfied. But the delay has brought matters to ſuch a criſis,: 


as 


of 


which imply the ſlighteſt apprehenſion of being neglected. But 
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2£admits of no further uncertain expectation. I -have-therefore 
ſent uff this expreſs, with orders. to make all: poſſible diſpatch. - 
It à my-moſt earneſt requeſt that he may be returned with all 
poſſible expedition, unleſs the honorable Congreſs have already 
forwarded what is ſo indiſpenſably neceffary, xy 

2Þbaye the honor to be, k c 8. W. 


D 
2 — — 
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= Camp at Cambridge, Sept. 46, 177 5. 


IHE reverend Mr. Kirkland, the bearer of this, having 
been introduced to the honorable Congreſs; can need no parti 
cular. recommendation from me. But as he now withes to 
have the affairs of his miſſion and public 'employ pat upon fome 
foitable footing, I cannot bit intimate my ſenſe of the import? 
ance of his Rog. and the great advantages which have and 
may reſult to the United Colonies, front his fituation being made 

r a EEE + 
All accounts agree that much of the favorable diſpoſition, 
ſhewn by the Indians, may be aſeribed to his laborcand* influ-. | 
enge: He bas accompanied a chief of the Oneidas to this 
camp, which 1 have endeayored to make ' agreeable to him, 
both by civility and ſome ſmall preſents. Mr. Kirkland being” 
alſo in Tome neceſſity for money to bear his travelling charges 
and other expenſes, I have ſupplied him with thirty-two pounds 

J canhot but congratulate the honorable Congreſs on the hap- 
py temper of the Canadians and Indians, odr accounts of which 
are now fully confirmed by fome intercepted letters from offi- 
cets in Canada; to general Gage and others in Boſton, which were 
foand on bbard the veſſel lately taken, going into Boſton with 
a donation of cattle and other freſh proviſions for the miniſteri- 


- 


* 


* : 
z 


. 8 
bare the honor to be, Se. * 

S ,., + . Camp at Cambridge, Od.. 5, 1775. 
1 WAS honored with your favor of the twenty-ſixth ul-. 
timo, late the night before laſt ; and a meeting of the general. 
officers. having been called upon a buſineſs which will make a 
eonfiderable part of this letter, I took the opportunity of lay- 
ing befare them thoſe parts of yours which reſpect the continu- 
anee and new-modelling af the army, the fuel, clothing, and 
other preparations for the enſuing winter. They have taken 


0 


two 
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two or thiee days torconfider ;- and; as ſoon as I am poſſeſſed of 
their opinions, I ſhall loſe no time in tranſmitting the refuby, 
not only on the above ſubjects, but che number of troops ne- 
erer wn To hl ttgntdt rg Sabres -ohibty + 

I have alſo directed the commiſſary- general and the mars 
ter:maiter-general to prepare eſtimates of the expenſe of their 
departments for a certain given number of men, from which a 
jodgment may be made, when the number of men, to be kept 
in pay is determined :—all which I fhall do myſelf the honor 
to lay before the Congreſs, as ſoon as they are ready. 

I have now a painful, though a neceſſary duty to perform, re- 
ſpecting Dr. Church, direQor-general of the hoſpital About 
a week ago, Mr. ſecretary. Ward of Providence, ſent up to me 
one Wainwood, an inhabitant of Newport, with a letter dire&. 
ed to major Cane in Boſton, in [ aeculi] characters, which be 
faid had been left with Wainwood ſome time ago, by a woman 
who was kept by Dr. Church. She had before preffed Wain 
wood to take her to captain Wallace, Mr. Dudley the 'collzes 
tor, or George Rome; which he declined. She then gave him 
the letter, with a ſtrict charge to deliver it to either of. thoſe 
_ Fentlemen. He ſuſpecting ſome improper correfpondence, kept 
the letter, and after ſome time opened it; but, not being able 
to read it, laid it up, where it remained until he received au 
obſcare letter from the woman, expreſſing an anxiety after the 
original letter. He then communicated- the whole matter ts 
Mr, Ward, who ſent him up with the papers to me. I'inime- 
diately ſecured the woman: but for a long time the was proof 
againit every threat and pet ſuaſion to diſcover the author. 
However, at length ſhe was brought to a confeſſion, and named 
Dr. Church. I then immediately ſecured him and all his pa- 
pers. Upon his firſt examination, he readily acknowledged the 
letter, ſaid it was deſigned for his brother Fleming, and, when 
deciphered, would be found to contain nothing criminal. He 
acknowledged his never having communicated the correſponds 
ence to any perſon here but the girl, and made many proteſta- 
tions of the purity of his intentions. Having found a perſon oa- 
2able of deciphering the letter, I, in the mean time, had all bis 
papers ſearched, but found nothing criminal among them © but 
it appeared on enquiry, that à confident had been among the 
papers before my meſſenger arrived. I then called the gene- 
ral officers "together foc their advice, the reſatBof-which-your - 
will nd in the incloſure; No 1. The degiphered letter is the 
incloſure, No 2. Tie army and country pre exceedingly irri- 
tated i and upon a free diſcuſſton· o cha nature, oiroumaſtundos 
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and conſequence of this' matter; it has been unanimouſly agreed 
to lay it before the honorable . for their ſpecial advice 
and direction; at the fame time 


b aptbe; neceffary.  - * 

As I ſhall reſerve all Farther as upon the finte- of the 
army till my next, I ſhall now beg leave to requeſt the deter- 
mination of Congreſs, as to the property and difpofal- of ſuch 


veſſels and cargoes as are deſigned for the fupply of the enemy, 


and may fall into our hands. There has been an event of this: 
kind-at Portſmouth (as by the incloſure, No. 3), in which I 
have directed the cargo to be brought hither for the uſe of the 
army, reſerving the ſettlement of 25 claims 1 capture to the 
decifion of Congreſs.  - - 

A there are many Saflirtatare individuals whoſe: oßerty 
Jn been confiſcated by the enemy, I would humbly ſuggeſt to 


the confideration of Congreſs the humanity of applying, in part 


or in the whole, ſuch captures to the relief of thoſe ſufferers, 
after compenſating any expenſe of the captors, and for their ac- 
tivity and ſpirit. I am the more induced to requèſt this deter- 
mination may be ſpeedy, as have directed three veſſels to be 
equipped in order to cut off the ſupplies; and, from the nun 
ber of veſſels hourly arriving, it may become an object of ſome 
importance. In the difpolal of theſe captures, for the encou- 
ragement of the officers and men, I have allowed them one- 


third of the cargoes, except military ſtores, which, with the 


els, are to be reſerved for the public uſe. I hope my plan, 
as well as the e will be favored with The! approbation 


of Congreſs, 


One Mr. Fiſk, an intelligent oaths” came out of Boſton on 


the third inſtant, and gives us the following advices :=that a 
feet, conſiſting of a ſixty- four, and twenty-gun ſhip, two ſloops 


of eighteen guns, and two tranſports with fix hundred men, 
were to ſail from Bofton as yeſterday; that they took on 

board two mortars, four howitzers, and other artillery, calcu- 

lated for the bombardment of a town :—their deſtination was 
kept a profound ſecret :=that an expreſs ſloop of war, which 

left England the eighth Auguſt, arrived four days ago; that 

8 Gage is recalled, . 


; nexal Howe that Lord Percy, colonel Smith, and other 

offers who were at Lexington, are ordered home with Gage; 
chat ſix ſhips of the line and two cutters were coming out 
under fir Peter Dennis ;—that five regiments and 'a thoufand 


Marines are ordered out, and zay be expected in three or four 
weeks: 


uggeſting to their confidera- 
tion, whether an alteration of the "Cent git en 2 war | 


laſt ſunday reſigned his command 
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weaks ;—no- proſpeR, of accommodation ; but the miniſtry de 


termined. to-puſh the war tothe utmoſt. 1 

I have an expreſs from colonel Arnold, and herewith;:ſend 
a copy of his letter and an incloſure, No. 4 and 5.—L.am. hap- 
py in finding he meets with no diſcouragement.— The- claim of, 
the rifle officers, to be independent of all the ſuperior officers, 
except colonel Arnold, is without any countenance or autho - 
rity from me, as I have. ſignified in my laſt dilpatch both to 
colonel Arnold and captain Morgan:— The captain of the brig 
from Quebec for Boſton, informs me, that there is no ſuſpicion 
of any. tuch-expedition ; and that, if Carleton is not. drvien from 
St; John's, ſo as to be obliged to throw himſelf into Quebec, 
it muſt fall into our hands, as it is left without a. regular ſol- 
dier, and many of the inhabitants are moſt favourably diſpoſed 
to the American cauſe ; and that there is the largeſt ſtock. of 


ammunition ever collected in America.. 
In the above veſſel ſome letters. were alſo. found, from an 
officer at Quebec, to general Gage and major Sheriff at Boſ- 
ton, containing ſuch an account of the temper of the Canadi- 
ans, as cant but afford the higheſt ſatis faction. I have 


thought it beſt to forward them: they are the incloſures, No. 
6 and 7. f 7 7 TE Ce LOR Fg . 


I am, with the greateſt reſpedt, &. G. W. 
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I AM. honored with your ſeveral favors of the . twenty. 
fixth and thirtieth September, and fifth October, the contents 
of which: 1 ſhall beg leave to notice. in their reſpective order. 

Previous to the direction of Congreſs to conſult the general 
officers on the beſt. mode of continuing and is the 
army during the winter, I. had defired them to tukn their 
thoughts upon theſe ſubjeds. and to favor me with the xeſult. 
by a particular day, in writing. In this interval, the appoint- 
ment of Dr. Franklin, Mr. Lynch, and colonel Harriſon, was: 
communicated, —an event, which has given me the higheſt ſa- 
tis faction, as the ſubject. was too weighty and complex for a 
diſcuſſion by letter. This appointment made any concluſion 
here unneceſſary, as it is not probable any ſuch arrangement 
would be agreed on, as would not be altered in ſome reſpects, 
upon a full and free conference. This good effect will ariſe 
from the ſtep already taken, that every officer will, be prepated 
to give his ſentiments: upon theſe important ſubjects 
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1 The eftimates of the zommiſary and guprter edler. general 
T have now the honor of zaclofing, - "FU firft 3 3s - Ogg: enen 
«her, W. 


With reſpet to the redydida of the pey of the men, n | 


; may enter into the conſideration of their ſupport,” it is the nn? - 


pimous opinion of. the general S Wor it cannot en. 


ed with ſafety at preſent. 
Upon the preſumption of there la 2 veenney in the di- 


Fee; of the hoſpital, lieutenant-coloenel Hand, formerly a 


urgeon in the eighteenth regiment of royal Iriſh, and Dr. Foſ- 
ter, late of Charleſtown, and one of the furgeons of the hofpi. 
tal Ager Dr. Church, are candidates for that office. I do not 
pretend to be ac uainted with their reſpe&ive merits, and 
therefore have given them no farther expectation, than that 
they ſhould be mentined as candidates for the department. I 
therefore need only to add upon this ſubjeR, tnat the affairs of 


the hoſpital require that the * ſhould be made as 


Joon as poſſible. 
Before I was honored with your favor af the G£h inſtant, 4 
had given orders for the equipment of ſome armed veſſels, to 


 Intere; x Fi the enemy's ſapplies of proyifions and ammunition, {| 


One of them was on a cruiſe between Cape Anne and Cape 
Cod, when the expreſs arrived. The others will be fit for the 
Tea in à few days, under the command of officers of the conti- 
nental army, who are well recommended, as perſons acquainted 
With the ſea, and capable of ſuch a ſervice. Two of theſe 


will be immediately diſpatched on this duty; and every parti- 


cular, mentioned in your © favor or the fach n; rally 
eomplied with. - 
That the honorable Congreſs may hive a mote camplete 
Idea of the plan on which theſe veſſels are equipped, J -tnclolfe 
a copy of the inſtructions giue n tu the captains now out, (No. 
4). Thefe, with the additional inſtructions directed, will be 
Sees to the captains who go into the mouth of St. Laurence“; 
river. As both officers and men moſt cheerfully engage in the 
fervice on the terms mentioned in thefe inſtructions, I fear hot 
the propoſed increaſe will create ſome difficulty, by making 
difference between men engaged on fimilar ſervice. I ve 
therefore not yet communicated this part of the plan, but re- 
&rved an extra bounty as a reward for extraordinary activity. 
herg are no armed veſfels' in this province; and governor 
Eooke informs me the enterpriſe can receive no aſſiſtance from 
kim, as one of the armed veſſels of Rhode-Ifland is on a long 


F and the other unfit for fervice, Nothing ſhall be _ 
| Te 
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ted to ſours: ſucceſs. | A fortunate capture of an ordnance 


ip would. giveinow life to the camp, and. an iwann 
to the iſſue of this campaign. | 

Our laſt 8ge0unts from tolonel Arnold are very favorable : 
he uns progeeding with all expedition; and I fatter myſelf 
(making all allowances) he will be at Que ec the twentieth * 


inſtant, where a gentleman from. Canada Cr. LEADS -aflures | 


me he will meet with no reſiſtance. . 
I the quarter-maſter's, eſtimate, there are ſome * o- 

ined, of which he informs me he cannot pretend to furniſh a 
computation;rrſugh as cartage, tools, &c. ar which lane. ge- 
neral allowance muſt be | 
From he various accounts received from Europe, theke may 
be reaſon to expect traops will be landed at New-York, or 
ſome other middle colony. I ſhould be glad te know the plea- 

fare af the Congreſs, whether, upon ſuch an event, it would be 
expected that a part of this army. ſhould be detached, or the 
internal force of ſueh colony and its neighbourhood be deemed 
ſufficient 3 ov whether, in ſuch calg, I am to wait the particular 
direction of Congrels.: _ .... .. 
| The fleet, mentioned in my lad, * We ſeen ganding 

N. N. E. ſo that we appichend it is intended for ſome part 1 

this province, or New Hampſhixe, or poſſibly Quebec. 
The lateſt and bet accounts We haye from the enemy, are, 
uh they are engaged in their new work acroſs the ſouth end 
of Boſton, preparing their: barracks, &c. for wigter.:—that it 
is propoſed to keep from five; hundred to a thouſand men. on 
Bunker's-hill all winter, Who are are to be relieved once a 
week; the reſt to be drawn into Boſton. ' | 

A. perſon who has lately been a ſervant to mejor Conolly 
(a tool of lord Dunmore's) has given an account of a ſcheme 
to diſtreſs the ſouthern provinces, which appeared to me of 
ſufficient conſequence to be immediately tranſmitted, I have 
22 got it atteſted, and do my ſelf the honor of inclofing 
it, © þ 5 hop (48 

The —_ levies From, „ have lately marched into 

camp, and are à body of as good troops as any we have {a 
that we haveinoy the ſame ſtrength, as before the detachment 
made under colonel Arnold. 
E am, with the moſt reſpectful ſentiments ta the honorable 

Congrels, and are. br, your 1 W The SG. W. 
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by 
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Sri 1 2 1 Camp at Cambridge, Offob, 24, 117.0 
— Y conjeQure of the gelt en * the late * 2 g 
from Boſton; in my laſt, has been unhappily verified by an out- 
rage, exceeding, in barbarity and crueley, every hoſtile act 
practiſed among civiliſed nations. I have incloſed the account 
given me by Mr. Jones, a gentleman of the town of Falmouth, 
of the deſtruction of that increaſing and flouriſhing village. He 
is a very great ſufferer, and informs me that the time allowed 
for the removal of effects was ſo ſmall, that valuable property of 
all kinds, and to a great amount, has been deſtroyed. - The or- 
ders ſhewn by the captain for this horrid procedure, (by which 
it appears the ſame deſolation is meditated upon all the towns 
on the coaſt) made it my duty to communicate it as quickly 
and extenſively as poſſible. As Portſmouth was the next place 
to which he propoſed to go, general Sullivan was permitted to 

o up, and give them his aſſiſtance and advice to ward off the 

low. I flatter myſelf the like event will not happen there, as 
they have a fortification of ſome ſtrength, and a veſſel has ar- 
rived at a place called Sheepſcot, with fifteen hundred pounds 
of powder. 3 | N 85 
The gentlemen of the Congreſs have nearly finiſhed their 
buſineſs ; but as they write by this opportunity, I muſt beg 
leave to refer you to their letter, for what concerns their com- 
miſſion. 6 e | x - LOIN 

We have had no occurrence of any conſequence in the camp 
face 1 had the honor of addreſſing you laſt ; but expect every 
hour to hear that Newport has ſhared the fate of unhappy 


* 


Falmouth: 1 
I have the honor to be, &. S. W. 
Sm, £1 Camp at Cambridge, Oftob. 30, 1775. 


THE information, which the gentlemen who have lately 
ne from hence can hos the Congreſs, of the ſtate and ſitua- 
tion of the army, would have made a letter unneceſſary, if 1 
did not ſuppoſe there would be ſome anxiety to! know the in- 
tentions of the army on the ſubject of the re-enliſtment. 
Agreeable to the advice of thoſe gentlemen, and my own 
opinion, 1 immediately began by directing all ſuch officers as 
propoſed to continue, to ſignify their intentions as ſoon as pol- 
fible. A great number of the returns are come in, from which 
I find that a very great proportion of the officers of the _ 
| ; 38 of 
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of captains, and under, will xetire from preſent appearances, 
JI may fay, half, but at leaſt, .one-third,, It is with ſome con- 
cern alſo that I obſerve, that many of the officers who, xetize;z 
difcourage the continuance of the men, and, I fear, will com-, 
municate the infection to them. Some have adviſed that thoſe 
officers who decline the ſervice ſhould be immediately diſmift.., 
ed: but his would be very dangerous and inconvenient. , IL 
confeſs I have great anxieties upon the ſubject, though 1 ſtill 
hope the pay and terms are ſo advantageous, that intereſt, and, 
J hope alſo, a regard to their country, will retain a greater. 


proportion of privates than their officers. © In ſo important a 


matter, I ſhall eſteem it my indiſpenſable. duty, not anly to; act: 
with all poſſible prudence, but to give the moſt early and con- 
ſtant advice of my progress. 
. A ſupply of clothing, equal to our neceſſities, would greatly 
contribute to the encouragement and fatisfattion_ of the men-. 
In every point of view, it is ſo important that I beg leave to 
call the attention of the Congreſs to.it in a particular manner. 
A ſerjeant has juſt come in from. Bunker's-hill, but brings 
no impertan nen. e eee 
J have the honor to be, kr. 8. W. 


fn * 5 
. 0 - 1 * — * * + 
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_ Sin, N 1 Cambridge, Nov. 2, 1775. 
I COULD not ſuffer Mr, Randolph to quit this camp 
without bearing ſome teltimony of my duty to the Congreſs 3 
although his ſudden depatture (occaſioned by the death of his. 
worthy: relative, whoſe loſs, as a good citizen, and valuable 
member of ſociety, is much to be regretted) does not allow me 
time to be particular. „ | 
The incloſed return ſhews, at one view, what reliance we 
have upon the officers of this army, and how deficient we are 
like to be in ſubaltern officers. A few days more will enable 
me to inform the Congreſs what they have to expect from rhe. 
ſoldiery, as I ſhall iflue recruiting orders for this purpole, ſo 
ſoon as the officers are appointed, —which will be done this 
day, —having ſent for the general officers, to conſult them in 
the choice. Vll | 


I muft beg leave to recall the attention of the Congreſs to 

the appointment of a brigadicr-general,—an officer as neceflary 

to a brigade, as a colonel is to a regiment, and will be exceed--. 
ingly wanted in the new arrangement, | 
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4 GENERAL WASHINGTON T 
The proclamations aud adocintion; herewith incloſed, came 


to my hands on monday laſt. I thought it my duty to fend... 
them to you. Nothing of moment has happened fince my 


Wih reſpectful compliments to the members of Congreſs, L 
have the honor to be, &c. : 9 : 


2 —— 


7 , 4+ 
» 


su, 85 Cambridge, Nov. 8, 2575. 


THE immediate occaſion. of my giving the Congreſs the 


trouble of a letter at this time is to inform them, that, in con- 
ſequenee of their order fignified in, your letter of tlie twentieth 
ultimo, I laid myſelf under a ſolemn tie of ſeerecy to captain 
M' Pherſon, and proceeded to examine his plan for the detiruc- 


tion of the fleet in the harbor of Boſton, with all that care and 
attention which the importance of it ver tr a Judgment . 


could lead to. But not being happy enough to coincide in o- 
pinion with that gentleman, and finding that his ſcheme would 
involve greater e xpenſe, than (under my doubts of its ſucceſs); 


I thought myſelf juſtified in giving into, I prevailed upon. him 


to communicate his plan to three gentlemen of the artillery in 
this army, well acquainted in the knowledge and practice of 
nnery. By them he has been convinced, that, inaſmach as 

e fet out upon wrong principles, the ſcheme would prove a.. 
bortive. Unwilling, however, to relinquiſh his favourite project 


of reducing the naval force of Great-Britain, he is very defir- 
ous of building a number of row gallies for this purpoſe. But 


as the Congreſs. alone are competent to the adoption of this 
meaſure, I have adviſed him (although he offered to go on with 
the building of them at his own expenſe, till the Congreſs 


ſhould decide) to repair immediately to Philadelphia with A | 
propoſals ; where, if they ſhould. be agreed to, or vellels of ſu- 
perior force, agreeable to the wiſhes of moſt others, ſhould be 


reſolved on, he may ſet inſtantly about them, with all the ma- 
terials upon the ſpot :—here, they are to collect.— 0 him 
therefore I refer for further information on this heae. 
A veſſel, ſaid to he from Philadelphia and bound to Boſton, 
with a hundred and twenty pipes of wine (a hundred. and eigh- 


teen of which are ſecured) ſtranded at a place called. Eattham, 


in a gale of wind, on the {econd inſtant :--another, from Boten 


to Halifax, with dry good, &c. (amounting, per invoice, to about 
two hundred and forty pounds lawful money) got diſabled in the 


{ame gale, near Beverly, Theſe cargoes, with the papers, Fhave 
ordered 


„ 9 


AK 


7 


n 
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ordeted to this place, —the veſſels to be taken care Gf till fur- 


ther orders. I have alſo ad account of the taking of *a wood- 
floop bound to Boſton, and carried into Portſmouth by one of 
our armed .yeſſels-;-—particulars not yet come to hand j—an 
this inſtant; of two others, from Nova Scotia to Boſton, with 
hay, wood, live ſtock, &c. by another of our armed ſehooners. 
— Theſe are in Plymouth. n 

| Theſe accidenrs and captures point out the neceſſity of eſta- 
bliſhing proper courts without loſs of time, for the decifion of 
property, and the legality of ſeizures ; otherwiſe I may be in- 
volved in inextricable difficulties. „ | 

Our priſoners, by the reduction of 
happy event I moſt fincerely congratulate the Congreſs), being 


_ conſiderably augmented, and likely to be increaſed, I ſubmit it 


to the wiſdom of Congreſs, whether ſome convenient inland 
towns, remote from the poaſt-roads, ought not to be aſſigned 
them; the manner of their treatment, ſubſiſtence, &c. defin- 
ed; and a commiſſary or agent appointed, to ſee that juſtice is 
done both to them and the public, proper accounts rendered, 


&c. Without a mode of this ſott is adopted, I fear there will 
be ſad confuſion hereafter, as there are great complaints at pre- 
ſent. | : 1 5 4 3 5 Fi af TR" 27 —— 6 : ; ; a 


I reckoned without my hoſt, when I informed the Congreſs 
in my laſt, that I ſhould in a day or two be able to acquaint. 


them of the diſpoſition of the ſoldiery towards a new enlitiment. 


I have been in conſultation with the gener-ls of this army ever 


fince thurſday laſt, endeavoring to eſtabliſh yew corps of offi- 
cers ; but find fo many doubts and difficulties to reconcile, that 


I cannot ſay when they are to end, or what may be the * 
quences; às there appears to be ſuch an unwillingneſs in the 


officers of one government mixing in the ſame bd ies : 
'thoſe of another; and, without it, many muſt be diſmiffed, who | 
are willing to ſerve ; notwithſtanding, we are deficient on the 


whole. | 0 | 

The council of 'officers are unanimouſly of opinion that the 
command of the artillery ſhould no longes continue in colonel 
* *; and knowing of no perſon better qualified to ſupply 
his place, or whoſe appointment will give more general ſatis- 
faction, have taken the liberty of recommending Henry Knox, 
eſquire, to the conſideration of Congreſs, thinking it indifocoſa” 
bly neceſſary, at the fame time, that this regiment ſhould con- 


fiſt, of two lientenant-colonels, two majors, and twelve compa- 


nics, agreeable to the plan and handed in; n 


| 
| 
| 
9 


Fort Chamblee (on which 
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fering from the laſt eſtabliſhment, - I thould- be nd to be | in- 
ſtructed 2 

The . not being en gil ee, 
T. bope, for my ſilence reſpecting a requiſition of the expepſe of 
his clerks, &c. which I was to have obtained e O- 
there. and forwarded. 

I have heard nothing of colonel Arnold fince the thirweemch 
vba... His letter of, and journal to that date, will convey 


all the information I am able to give of him. I think he muſt 


be in Quebec. If any miſchance had happened to him, he 
would, as directed, have forwarded an expreſs. No account 
yet of the armed veſſels ſent to. St. Laurence.—I think they 
will meet the ſtores inward or outward bound. 

Captain Symons, in the Cerberus, lately ſent from Boſton "M 
Falmouth, bath publiſhed the incloſed declaration at that 
place; and. i it is ſuſpected he intends to make ſome kind of a 
lodgment there. I wrote immediately to colonel Finnie of this 
army,who went up there upon the laſt alarm, to ſpirit, up the peo- 


ple and oppoſe it at all events. —Falmouth 1 is * a hundred 


and thirty miles from this camp. 
I have the honor to be, &. . w 
P. S. I ſend a general return of the troops, and manifeſts of 
the cargoes. nnd veſſels taken at e 


— — 


Sm, | | eh. Nov. 11, 177 . 

| „„ faclaſed, you u have a copy of an act, paſſed this ſeſ- 
fion, by the honorable council and houſe of repreſentatives of 
this province. It reſpects ſuch captures as may be made by 
| veſſels fitted out by the province, or by individuals thereof. 
As the armed veſſels, fitted out at the continental expenſe, do 
nat come under this law, I would have it ſubmitted to the con- 
fideration of Congreſs,” to point out a more ſummary way of 
proceeding, to determine theproperty and mode of condemna- 

tion of ſuch prizes as have been or hereafter may be made, than 
is ſpecified in this at. 

Should not a court be eſtabliſhed by authority of Core ? 
to take cogniſance of prizes made by the continental veſſels, 
Whatever the mode is which they are pleaſed to adopt, there 
is an abſolute neceſſity of its being ſpeedily determined on: 


for I cannot ſpare time from military affairs, to give proper at- 


tention to theſe matters. 


The inhabitants of Plymouth have taken a loop, laden with 


pro- 
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proviſions, &c. from Halifax, bound to Boſton, and the joha. 
bitants of Beverly have, under cover of one of the armed ſchooy:- 


ers, taken a veſſel from Ireland, laden with beef, pork, butter 4 


&c; for the ſame place. The latter brings papers and letters 
of a very intereſting nature, which are in the hands of the ho- 
norable council, who informed me they will tranſmit them to 
you by this conveyance. To the contents of theſe papers and 
letters J muſt beg leave to refer you and the honorable Con- 
grels, who will now ſee the abſolute neceſſity there is, of ex- 
erting all their wiſdom, to withſtand the mighty efforts of our 
enemies. | 61 WIRD 1 

The trouble I have in the arrangement of the army is really 
inconceivable. Many of the officers ſent in their names to 
ſerve, in expectation of promotion: others ſtood aloof * ; 
whilſt a number who have declined, have again ſent in their 


names, to ſerve. So great has the confuſion, ariſing from 


theſe and many other perplexing circumſtances, been, that I 


found it abſolutely impoſſible to fix this very intereſting buſi- 
neſs exactly on the plan reſolved on in the conference, though, 


J have kept up to the ſpirit, as near as the nature and neceſſity 
of the caſe would admit of: the difficulty with the foldiers is as 
great, —indeed more ſo, if poſſible, than with the officers. 
They will not enliſt, until they know their colonel, lieutenant- 
colonel, major, captain, &c. fo that is was neceſſary to fix the 
officers the firſt thing; which is, at laſt, in ſome manner done; 
and I have given out enliſting orders. a „„ 

You, fir, can much eaſier judge, than I can expreſs, the 


anxiety of mind J muſt labor under on the occaſion, eſpecially | 
at this time, when we may expect the enemy will begin to act 


on the arrival of their reinforcement, part of which is already 
come, and the remainder daily dropping in. | 1 

I have other diſtreſſes of a very alarming nature. The arms 
of our ſoldiery are ſo exceeding bad, that J aſſure you, fir, I 
cannot place a proper confidence in them. Our powder is waſt- 
ing faft, notwithſtanding the ſtricteſt care, economy, and at- 


tention is paid to it. The long ſeries of wet weather we have 


had, renders the greater part of what has been ſerved out to 
the men, of no uſe. Yeſterday I had a proof of it, as a party 


of the enemy, about four or five hundred, taking the advan- 


tage of a high tide, landed at Leechmore's point: we were a- 
larmed, and of courſe ordered every man to examine his car- 
touch-box; when the melancholy truth appeared; and we were 
obliged to furniſh the greater part of them with freſh ammuni- 


tion. 
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The damage done at the point was the. taking of a mam vrho 
watched à few horſes and cows: ten of the latter they carried 
off. Celonet Thompſon marched down with his regiment of 
rifemen, and was joined by colonel Woodbiidge, with a part 
of his and a part of Pitterſon's regiment, who gallantly waded 
through the water, and ſoon obliged the enemy to embark un- 
der cover of a man-of-war, a floating battery, and'the fire of a 
battery on Charleſtown neck. We have two of our men dan- 


_ gerouſly wounded by grape-ſhot from the:man-of-war, and, by 


2 flag ſent out this day, we are informed the enemy loft two of 


their men. a POL of. LOTT e N e fl! 
= | 2 11 * a 18 12 4 _ — — * 2 122 KW 
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I received your favors of the ſeventh and tenth inſtant, 
with the reſolves of the honorable Congreſs, to which Lwill 
pay all due attention.— As ſoon as two capable perſons can be 
found, I will diſpatch them to: Nova- Scotia, on the ſervice re- 


ſolved on in Congreſs. | 


The reſolve ta raiſe two battalions of marines will (if practi- 
cable in this army) entirely derange whar has been done. It 


is therein mentioned, ** one colonel for the two battalions :”— 


of courſe, a colonel muſt be diſmiſſed. One of the many diffi- 


culties, which attended the new arrangement, was in reconcil- 


ing the different intereſts, and judging of the merits of the dif- 
ferent colonels.—In the difmiffon of this one, the ſame diffi- 
culties will occur.— The efficers and men mult be acquainted 
with maritime affairs; to comply with which, they muſt be 


picked out of the whole Army, — one from this corps, one from 


another, —ſo as to break through the whole ſyſtem, which has 


| coſt us ſo much time, anxiety and pains, to bring into any to- 


lerable form. Notwithſtanding any difficulties which will ariſe, 


you may be affured, fir, that I will uſe every endeavor to com- 


ply with their reſolve. | 1 | 
I beg leave to ſubmit it to the conſideration of Congreſs (if 
theſe two battalions can be formed out of this army) whether 
this is a time to weaken our lines, by employing any of the for- 
ces appointed to defend them, 'on any other ſervice. The gen- 
tlemen who were here from the Congreſs know their vaſt ex- 
tent: they muſt know that we ſhall have occaſion for our whole 
force for that purpoſe ;- more ſo now than at any paſt time, as 
we may expect the enemy will take the advantage of the firit 
| hard 
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o hard: weathery ang attempt to wake an impreſſion ſome where. 
t 


Fhat this is 


eir intention, we have many reaſons to ſuſpe$. 
ſe 


We have had, in the laſt week, fix deſerters, and took two 


ſtraggling priſoners. They all agree that two companies, with 
à train of artillery and one of the regiments from Ireland, were 


arrived at -Boſtonz—that freſh ammunition and flints have been 


ſerved out z—that the grenadiers and light infantry had orders 
to hold themſelves in readinels at a moment's warning. f 


As there is every appearance that this conteſt will not be ſoon 


| decided, and of courſe that there muſt be an augmentation of 


the continental army, would it not be eligible to raiſe two bat- 


talions of marines in New. Vork and Philadelphia, where there 


muſt be numbers of failors now unemployed ?—This however 
is matter of opinion, whick-Emention with all due deference to 
the ſuperior judgment of the Congreſs. | 8 TE 


Igncloſed, you have copies of two letters,—one from colonel 


Arnold, —the other from-colonel.*.* *._. I can form no judg- 


'} 


ment on the latter's conduct, until Lſee him. Notwithſtanding 
the great defection, I do not diſpair of .colonel Arnold's ſuc- 


ceſs. He will have, in all probability, many more difficulties 


to encounter, than if he had been a fortnight ſooner; as it is 
likely that governor Carleton will, with what forces he can col. 
leR after the ſurrender of the reſt df Canada, throw himſelf in- 
to Quebec, and there make his laſt effort. There is no late ac- 


count from captains Broughton, and. Sillman, fent to the river 


St. Laurence. The. other cruiſers: have been chiefly confined 


to harbor, by the badneſs of the weather. The ſame reaſon 
has cauſed great delay in building of our barracks ;. which, with 


a moſt mortifying ſcarcity of fire- wood, diſcourages the men 
from enlifting. The laſt, 1 am afraid, le an ioſuperable obſta- 


cle. I have applied to the honorable houſe of repreſentatives 
of this province, who were pleaſed to appoint a committee to 


—— * 


negotiate this buſineſs: and not withſtanding all the pains they 


have and are taking, they find it impoſſible to ſupply our ne- 


ceſſities. The want of a ſufficient number of teams, I under- 


ſtand to be the chief impediment. VVV 
. I got returns this day from eleven colonels, of the numbers 


enliſted in their regiments. The whole amount is nine hundred 


and ſixty- ſix men. There muſt be ſome other ſtimulus beſides 


love for their country, to make men fond of the ſervice. It 
would be a great encouragement, and no additional expenſe to 


the continent, were they to receive pay for the manths of Oc- 
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ſent ſtate of the military ,cheſt will not admit of this, The 
ſooner it is enabled to do ſo, the better. | 


The commiſſary- general i is daily aageded i in camp · den 


ſend you the eſtimate. of the ah in his RR until 158 
arrives. 

T ſincerely 83 you upon the Wegen of your Rey 
in the ſurrender of St. John's, which I hope is a a happy primye 
of the reduction of the reſt of Canada. 


I have the honor to be, &c. e OW a: 


. g 


Su, VC ee Noven. 28, 177 1. 


1 HAD the honor of writing to you on the nineteenth 


inſtant. I have now to inform you that Henry Knox, eſquire, 


is gone to New-Vork, with orders to forward to this place 
what cannon and ordnance ſtores can be there procured. From 
thence he will proceed to. general Schuyler on the ſame buſineſs, 

as you will ſee by the incloſed copy of inſtructions which 1 have 
given him. It would give me much ſatisfaction, that this gen- 
tleman, or any other whom you may think qualified, was ap- 
pointed to the command of the artillery regiment. In my let- 


ter to you, of the eighth inſtant, I have expreſſed myſelf ful- 


ly on this ſubject, which 1 beg leave to recommend to your 
immediate attention; as the formation of that corps will be at 


a ſtand, until I am honored with Foun inſtructions thereon. 


* * * * 
There are two perſons ee to go to Nova- Scotia, on the 


buſineſs recommended in your laſt. By the beſt information 


we have from thence, the ſtores, &c. have been withdrawn ſome 


time. Should this not be the caſe, it is next to an impoſſibility; 


to attempt any thing there, in the AI unſettled and n, | 


rious ſtate of the army: WW 
From what I can collect in my inquiries amongſt the officers, 
it will be impoſſible to get the men to enliſt for the continuance 
of the war; which will be an inſuperable obſtruction to the for- 


— 


mation of the two battalions of marines on the plan reſolved 


on in Congreſs. As it can make no difference, I propoſe to 
proceed on the new arrangement of the army, and, when com- 
pleted, inquire out ſuch officers. and men as are beſt qualified 
for that ſervice, and endeavor to form theſe two battalions 
out of the whole. This appears to me the beſt method, and 
will, I hope, meet the npprobation 0 l 


Ae: - 


> As it will be very difficult for the men to work when the 
hard froſt ſets in, I have thought it neceflary (though of little uſe 
at preſent) to take poſſeſſion of 'Coble-hill, for the benefit of a- 
ny future operations. It was effected, without the leait oppo- 
ſition from the enemy, the twenty. third inſtant. Their inacti- 


vity on this occaſion is what I cannot account for: —it is pro- 


bable they are meditating a blow ſomewhere, 


About three hundred men, women, and children, of the poor 
inhabitants of Boſton, came out to Point-Shirley laſt friday. 


They have brought their houſehold furniture, but are unpro- 


vided of every other neceffary of life. I have recommended 
them to the attention of the committee of. the honorable. coun- 
cil of this province now fitting at Watertown. jo 


The number enliſted firice my Taft are two thouſand four hun- 
dred and fifty men. Our fituation is truly alarming : 
and of this general Howe is well appriſed, it being the common 
topic of converſation when the wg left Boſton laſt friday.— 
No doubt, when he is reinforced, he will avail himſelf of the 


information. © i 


— 
A 


F am making the beſt diſpoſition T can for our' defence, hav- 
ing thrown up, beſides the work on Coble-hill, ſeveral redoubts, 
half-moons,' &c, along the bay: and I fear I ſhall be under the 


neceſſity of calling in the militia and minute-men of the coun- 
try to my aſſiſtance: I fay, I fear it, —becauſe, by what I can 


learn from the officers in the army, belonging to this colony, it 


will be next to an impoſſibility to keep them under any degree 
of diſcipline, and that it will be very difficult to prevail on them 
to remain a moment longer than they chuſe themſelves. It is 
a mortifying reflexion, to be reduced to, this dilemna. There 
has been nothing. wanting on my part, to infuſe a proper ſpirit 


amongſt the officers, that they may exert their influence with the 


ſoldiery. You. fee, by a fortnight's recruiting amongſt men 
with arms in their hands, how little has been the ſucceſs. | 
As the ſmall-pox is now in Boſton, I have uſed the precau- 
tion of prohibiting ſuch as lately came ont, from coming near 
our 'camp.—General Burgoyne, I am informed, will foon em- 
bark for England.—I think the riſk too great to write you by 
poſt, whilſt it continues to paſs through New-York. lt is cer- 
tain that a poſt has been intercepted the beginaing of laſt 
month, as they ſent out ſeveral letters from Boſton, with the 
poſt-mark of Baltimore on them. This goes by captain Joſeph 
Blewer, who promiſes to deliver it carefully unto you. 85 
Vou, doubtleſs, will have heard, before this reaches, of gene- 
ral Montgomery's having got poſſeſſion of Montreal, * 
late 
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late you thereon. He has troubles with his troops, as well as 
Ihave.— All I can learn of colonel Arnold is, that he is near 
uebec. I hope Montgomery will be able to proceed to his 
aihftance. I ſhall be very uncaſy until I hear they are joined. 
My beft reſpects attend the gentlemen in Congreſs.; and be- 


lieye me, fir, your moſt obedient, &c. G. W. 
Sin, | Cambridge, Novem. 30, 1775+ 


I HAD the honor to write to you, the twenty-eighth in- 
fant, by captain Joſeph Blewer. Laſt evening I received the 
agreeable account of the Schooner Lee, commanded by captain 
Manly, having taken and carried into Cape-Anne, a large Brig- 
antine, bound from London to Boſton, laden with military 
ſtores, the inventory of which I have the pleaſure to incloſe you. 
Cape-Anne is a very open harbor, and acceſſible to large ſhips; 


which made me immediately ſend off colonel Glover and Mr. 


Palfry, with orders to raiſe the minute-men and militia of that 

part of the country, to have the cargo landen without loſs of time, 
and guarded up to this camp. This, I hope, they will be able 
to eo before it is know to the enemy, what port ſhe is car- 
ried into. I fincerely congratulate you on this very great ac- 
quiſition; and am, fir, your moſt humble, &, SG. W. 
Manly has taken alle a ſloop in the miniſterial ſervice; and 
captain Adams, in the ſchooner Warren, has taken a ſchooner 
laden with potatoes and turnips, bound to Boſton, and carri- 
ed her into Portſmouth. 25 to. | 
REY | Cambridge, Dec. 4, 1775. 
I HAD the honor of writing to you, the thirtieth ultimo, 
incloſing an inventory of the military ſtores taken on board the 
brig Nancy by captain Manly of the armed ſchooner Lee. I 
have now to inform you that he has fince ſent into Beverly, a 
thip named the Concord, James Lowrie maſter, from Greenock 
in Scotland, bound to Boſton. She has on board dry goods 
and ceals, to the value of three thouſand fix hundred and fix 
pounds, nine ſhillings and ſeven pence, ſterling, ſhipped by 
Crawford, Anderfon, and Co. and conſigned to James Ander- 
ſon, merchant in Bofton. It is mentioned in the letters found 
on board, that this cargo was for the uſe of the army; but. on 
a firick examination, I find it is 1eally the property of the 
ſhippers and the perſon to whom conſigued.— Pray what is = 
| e 
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be dqne with this ſhip and cargo? and what with the brigantine 

22 brought the military ſtores It was agteed, in the con- 
ports, aud unarmed, with their erews, be let at liberty, upon 
givihg ſecurity to return to Europe 5 but that this indulgence be 
not extended longer than lill the firſt of April next.“ In the 
ſhippers? letter, they mention: you muſt procure a certifi- 
cate from the general and admiral, of the Concord being in 
the government ſervice, ſuch as the Glaſgow packet brought 
with-her, which was of great ſervice, procured a liberty to arm 
her, which was refuſed us; alſo gave her a preference for ſome 


recruits that went out ia her.” In another part of the letter, 


they ſay : © Captain. Lowrie will deliver you the contract for 
the coals : we gave it to him, as it perhaps might be of uſe, as 


a certificate of his ſhip being employed in the government ſer- 


vice.” Every letter on board breathes nothing but enmity to 


* « * — 


this country: and a vaſt number of them there ate.” 

t is ſome time ſince I recommended to the Congreſs that 
they would inſtitute a court for the trial of prizes made by 
the continental armed veſſels; which I hope they have ere 
now taken into their conſideration : otherwiſe I ſhould again 
take the liberty of urging it in the moſt preſſing manner. © 

The conduct of a great number of the Connecticut troops 
has laid me under the neceſſity of calling in a body of the mi- 
litia much ſooner than I apprehended there would be an occa- 
ſion for ſuch a ſtep. I was afraid ſome time ago that they 
would incline to go home when the time of their inliſtment 
expired. I called upon the officers of the ſeveral regiments, 
to know whether they could prevail on the men to remain un- 
til the firſt of January, or till a ſufficient number of other for- 
ces could be raiſed to ſupply their place. I ſuppoſe they were 
| deceived themſelves: I know they deceived me by aſſurances 
that I need be under no apprehenſions on that ſcore, for the 


i 


men would not leave the lines, Laſt friday ſhewed how much 
they were miſtaken, as the major part of the troops of that 
colony were going away with their arms and ammunition. We 
have however, by threats, perſuaſion, and the activity of the 
people of the country, who ſent back many of them that had 
tet out, prevailed upon the moſt part to ſtay, There are about 
eighty of them miſſing. ff! ͤ id, gouurPaots 
I have called in three thouſand men from this province; and 
general Sullivan, who lately returned from the province of 
New-Hampſhire, having informed me that a number of men 
were there tcady, at the ſhorteſt notice, I hae demanded two 
F | + Ge 9 thouſand 


* 4 > 
. 


0 laſt October, har all veſſels employed merely as tranſ-. 
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r wars. os. oe on, 
thouſand from that province. Theſe two bedies, I expect, 


ern 


pired, 1 beg the attention of Congreſs to this important 
J am informed that it has been the cuſtom of theſe provinces 
in the. laſt war, for the legiſlative power to order every town to 
provide a certain quota of men for the campaign. This or ſome 
other mode ſhould be at preſent adopted, as I am ſatisfied the 
men cannot be had without. © This the Congreſs will pleaſe to 
take into their immediate confideration.”* My ſuſpicions on this 
head I ſhall alfo communicate to the governors Trumbull and 
Cooke, alſo to the New-Hamplhire convention. 
The number enliſted in the last week are about thirteen hun- 
dred men. By this you ſee how flow this important work 
S „d Äꝓ IS 
An expreſs is juſt come in from general Schuyler, with Iet- 
ters from colonel Arnold and general Montgomery, copies of 
which I have the honor to incloſe you. Upon the whole, I 
think affairs carry a pleaſing aſpect in that quarter. The reduc- 
tion of Quebec is an object of ſuch great importance, that I 
doubt not the Congreſs will give every aſſiſtance in their power | 
for the accompliſhing it this winter, N F. 
By the laſt accounts from the armed ſchooners ſent to the ri- 
ver St. Laurence, I fear we have but little to expect from them: 
they were falling ſhort of proviſion, and mention that they 
would be obliged to return; which at this time will be parti- 
cularly unfortunate, as if they choſe a proper ſtation,” all the 
veſſels coming down that river muſt fall into their hands.” The 
plague, trouble, and vexation'I have had with the crews of all 
the armed veſſels, is inexpreſſible. I do believe there is not on 
earth. a more diſorderly ſet ,—every time they come into port, 
| we hear of nothiag but mutinous complaints. 'Manly's' fucceſs 
has lately, and but lately, quieted his people. The crews of 
the Waſhington and Harriſon have; actually deſerted them; fo 
that J have been under the neceſſity of ordering the agent to 
| | beſt terms 


1 


er on the 
"TP 


P - 


lay the latter vp, and get hands for. the ot 
The houſe of reprefentatives' and the honorable board have 
ſent me a vote of theirs relative' to the harbor of r N 

| T | which 


. — © 
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which, you have herewith., I ſhall ſend an officer thither to 
examine hat can be done for its defence, though I do not 
think I. ſhall be able to give them ſuch aſſiſtance as may be re- 
quiſite z for I have at preſent neither men, powder, nor cannon. 
to ſpare. The great want of powder is what the attention of 
Congreſs ſhould be particularly applied to. I dare not attempt” 
any thing offenſive, let the temptation or advantage be ever ſo 
great, as I have not more of that moſt eſſential article, than 
will be abſolutely neceſſary to defend our lines, ſhould the ene- 
my attempt to attack them. * 
By recent information from Boſton, general Howe is going 
to ſend out a number of the. inhabitants, in order, it is thought, 
to make more room for, his expected reinforcements. There is 
one part of the information I can hardly give credit to: —a ſai. 
lor ſays that a number of thoſe coming out have been innoculat- 
ed, with deſign of ſpreading the ſmall-pox through this country 
and camp. I have communicated this to the general court; 
and recommended their / OT 
They are arming one of the tranſports in Boſton, witlr | 
which they mean to decoy ſome of our armed veſſels.” As we 
are appriſed of their deſign, I hope they will be diſappointed. 
My beſt reſpects wait on the gentlemen in Congreſs, and 
am, fir, your moſt humble, cc. ee 
P. S. I was miſinformed when I mentioned that one regi- 
ment, had arrived at, Boſton; a few companies of the ſeventeenth; | 
and artillery are all that are yet come.—Near three hundred 


perſons are landed on Point-Shirley from Boſton, 


M | Cambridge, Decemb, 7, 117 8 


I WROTE you, the fourth inſtant, by expreſs, to which 
I beg you will be referred. My fears, that Broughton and Sill- 
man would not effect any good purpoſe, were too well founded. 
They are returned, and brought with them three of the printi- 
pal inhabitants from the Iſland of St. John's. * They 
brought the governor's commiſſion, the province ſeal, &ec. &c. 
As the captains acted without any warrant for ſuch conduct, 1 
have thought it but juſtice to diſcharge theſe gentlemen, whoſe 
families were left in the utmoſt diftreſs: OE TE RISE ͤ 
I am credibly informed that James 'Anderſon, the conſignee 
and part owner of the ſhip Concord and cargo, is not only 
unfriendly to American liberty, but actually in arms againſt us, 
— being captain of the Scotch company at Boſton. Whether 
I-30} 8 1 e 
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your being acquainted with this circumſtance, or not, will ope- 
rate againſt the veſſel and cago, I will not take upon me to 
ſay : but there are many articles on board, ſo abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the army, that, whether ſhe is made A prize” or not, we 
muſt have them. 


I have the honor to be, &c, 6. W. 
Six, | Cambridge, Decemb. 11, 1775, 
+ * % The numbers enliſted laſt week are men. If 


they go on at this flow rate, it will be a long time before this 
army is complete. I have wrote to the governors of Connecti- 
cut and Rhode-Iſland, alſo to the Convention of New-Hamp- 
ſhire, on this ſubject. A copy of my letter to them I have the 
honor to incloſe ee A letter to the ſame purport I ſent 
to the. legiſlature of this province. 

The militia are coming in faſt. I am much pleaſed with the | 
alacrity which the good people of this province, as well as 
thoſe of New-Hampfhire, have ſhewn upon this occaſion. I ex- 
pet the whole will be in this day and to-morrow, when what 
remains of the Connecticut [troops], who have not enliſted, will 
have liberty to go to their fire-fides, 

The commiſſary- general i is ſtill, by his indiſpoſition, detained 
from camp. He committed an error when making out the ra- 
rion-liſt: for he was then ſerying out (and has continued ſo to 
do) fix ounces per man, per week, of butter, though it is not in- 
cluded in the liſt approved of by Congreſs. I do not think it 
would be expedient to put a ſtop thereto; as every thing, that 
would have a tendency to * the ſoldiery room for complaint, 
muſt be avoided. | 

The information I received that the enemy tanning ſpread- 
ing the ſmall-pox amongſt us, I could not ſuppoſe them capable 

of. I now muſt give ſome credit to it, as it has made its appear- 
ance on ſeveral + thoſe who laſt came out of Boſton. Every 
neceſſary precaution has been taken to prevent its being com- 
municated to this army; and the general court will take care 
| that it does not ſpread through the country. 

I have not heard that any more troops are arrived at Boſton; 
which is a lucky circumſtance, as the Connecticut troops, I now 
find, are for the moſt part gone off, A, he houſes in Boſton are ; 
lefſening every day: they are pulled down, either for fire-wood. 
or to prevent the effects of fire, ſhould we attempt a bombard- f 


ment or an attack upon the town,—Coble-hill is ſtrongly for- 
tified, 
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tified; without any interruption fiom'the enemy * „ This 
18 what at Journey nen from, fr, your moſt obedient, c 
k G. W. 

P. 8. The weekly returns of ee not * yet ' res 
ceived for more than ten regiments, amounting to ſeven hun- 
dred and twenty-five men, I cannot fill up the blank in this let- 
ter: but this, added to the former, makes in the whole five 


thouſand two hundred and fifty-three. 


Sin, | a | 8 Decemb. 14, 1775s 


I RECEIVED" your favor of the ſecond inſtant, with the 
Pr" reſolves of Congreſs therein incloſed.— The reſolves re. 
lative to captures made by continental armed veſſels only want 

a court eſtabliſned for trial, to make them complete. This, I 
hope, wlll be ſoen done, as I have taken the liberty to urge it 

often to the Congreſfſss. | 
I am ſomewhat at a loſs to know: whether I am to raiſe the. 
two battalions of marines here, or not. As the delay can be 
attended with but little inconvenience, I will wait a farther ex- 
planation from Congreſs, before I take any ſteps therein. 

I am much pleaſed that the money will be forwarded with 
all poffible expedition, as it is much wanting; alſo that Conolly 
and his affociates are taken. It has been a very fortunate diſ- 
covery. I make no doubt but that the Congreſs will take eve- 
ry neceflary meaſure to diſpoſſeſs lord Dunmore of his hold in 
Virginia: the ſooner ſteps are taken for that purpoſe, the more 
probability there will be of their being effectulll. * 

I will make application to general Howe, and propoſe an ex- 
change for Mr. Ethan Allen. I am much afraid I ſhall have 
a like propoſal to make for captain Martindale of the armed 
brigantine Waſhington, and his men, who, it is reported, was ta- 
ken a few days paſt by a man-of-war, and carried into Boſton. 
— We cannot expect to be always ſucceſsful. 

You will doubtleſs hear of the barbarity of captain Wallace 
on Conanicut iſland, ere this reaches your hands. 

About a hundred and fifty more of the povr inhabitants are 
come out of Boſton, The ſmall-pox rages all over the town: 
ſuch of the military as had it not before, are now under inocula- 
tion. This, I apprehend, is a weapon of defence they are uſing. 
againſt us. What confirms me in this opinion, is, that I have 
information that they are tearing vp the enn to be phat 


viel W a bombardment. 
I wrote 
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I wrote you this day by Meſſrs. Pennel and De Pliarne, who - 
weill lay before the Congreſs, or a committee thereof, propoſals 

for furniſhing the continent with arms and ammunition. I refer 
you to 2 for further particulars. | 


I have the honor to be, 888. | . 14 G. Ws: 
| = Chelſea, Deremb, 16, 1755. 
OBSERVATIONS OF THE DAY. 


LAST evening, eight men came in a boat from Boſton, 
to our guard at the ferry, —ſix of them en of veſſels.— 
They brought the following account: | 

Yeſterday, one large mortar was carried over to Bunker's 
hill: —the troops filling water, carrying it on board the tranſ- 
ports :—proviſions ſcarce,—not more than ſufficient for ſix 
weeks. One regiment of foot, and three AE: of the light 
horſe, ſail for Halifax this day. | W's — 


Dorebelcr, December 16, 1775. 


Sailed out of Boſten harbor this morning, eight large and 
two ſmall veſſels, taken to be tenders b their firing, appear- 
ed to be going a voyage out to ſea. | 
Mr. Joſhua Pico came laſt night from Boſton. He con- 
firms the information that the regiment of foot, and ſome com- 
panies of the 2 horſe, were ä to embark. for Hali- 
fax. 
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Sk, a Cambridge, pede 18. 177 5. 


The lafermation, contained in the above, coming ſo many 
different ways, corroborated by ſeveral veſſels having failed this 
day from Bofton,—I thought it my duty to tranſmit it to you. 
Though Halifax is the place given out for their deſtination, it 
1s "offble they may be bound elſewhere. I- ſhall communicate 
this intelligence to governors Cooke and Trumbull, and to the 
convention of 'New-Y ork, for their government. 

I remain, fir, your moſt obedient, &c. .. 
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Sin, 3 BE.” Cambridge, Bae 19, 1775. 


CAPTAIN Manly, of the Lee armed ſchooner, took and 
ſent into Beverly the ſloop Betſey, A. Atkinſon maſter, She 
is an armed veſſel, diſpatched by lord Dunmore, with Indian 
corn, potatoes, and oats, for the army in Boſton. The packets 
of letters found on board, I have the honor to ſend you with 
this by captain James Chambers, they being of ſo much im- 
portance, that I do not think 1 it would be e to truſt them 
by a common expreſss. 

As lord Dunmore's ſchemes are folly laid open in theſe let- 
ters, I need not point out to the Congreſs the neceſſity there is 
of a vigorous exertion ming acopted by them, to diſpoſſeſs his 
lordſhip of the ſtrong hold he has got in Virginia,—I do not 
mean to dictate; but J am ſure they will pardon me for giving 
them freely my opinion, which is, that the fate of America a 
good deal depends on his being obliged to evacuate Norfolk 
this winter, or not, | 

I have Kirkland well ſecured, and think I will ſend him to 
you for examination, By moſt of the letters relative to him, 
he is a dangerous fellow. John Stewart's letters and papers are 
of a very intereſting nature. Governor Tonyn's and many 
other letters from Auguſtine ſhew'the weakneſs of the place; 
at the ſame time, -of what vaſt conſequence'it would be for us 
to poſſeſs ourſelves of it, and the great quantity of ammunition 
cdntafalcd 1 in the forts.— Indeed theſe papers are of ſo great con- 
ſequence, that I think this but little inferior to any prize our 
famous Manly has taken. 

We now work at our eaſe on Leechmore's hill. On Miſco 
vering our party there yeſterday morning, the ſhip which lay 
oppolite began a cannonade, to which Mount Horam added 
ſome ſhells.— One of our men was wounded. We fired a few 
ſhot from two eighteen-pounders which are placed on Coble- 
hill. and ſoon obliged the ſhip to ſhift her, ſtation. She now 
lies in the ferry-way : and, except a few ſhells from the mount 
in Boſton (which do no execution), we have no interruption in 
proſecuting our works, which will in a very ſhort time be com- 
pleted. When this is done, when we have powder to ſport 
with, —I think, if the Congreſs reſolve on the execution of the 
propoſal made relative to the town of Boſton, it can be done. 

J have ſent a letter in this day to general Howe, of which a 
copy goes herewith. My reaſon for pointing out brigadier-ge- 
neral Preſcot as the obje& who is to ſuffer Mr. Allen's fate, 


a that, by letters from general Schuyler, and copies of — 
| rom 


$6 GENERAL WASHINGTON's 
from general Montgomery to Schuyler, I am given to under- 
Nand that Preſcot is the cauſe of Allen's ſufferings, —I thought 
it beſt to be deciſive on the occaſion, as did the generals whom 
I conſulted thereon. 

The returns of men enliſted fince my laſt, amount to about 
eighteen. hundred, making in the whole Gan thouſand one 
hundred and forty. The militia that are come in, hoth from 
this province and New-Hampſhire, are very fine-looking men, 
and go through their duty with great alacrity. 'The diſpatch 
made, both by the people in marching and by the legiſlative 
powers in complying with my requiſition, has given me infinite 
ſatisfaction, 

Your letter of the. eighth inſtant, with the explanatory re- 
ſolve reſpecting my calling forth the militia and minute-men, is 
come to hand; to which I ſhall pay all due attention. You 
have removed all the difficulties which I labored under, about 
the two battalions of marines. I ſhall obey the orders of Con- 
greſs in looking out for proper officers to command that corps. 
I make no doubt but, when the money arrives to pay off the 
arrears and the month's advance, that it will be a ron encou- 
ragement for the men to enlift. 

Incloſed is a letter I lately received from Mr. James Lovell. 
His caſe. is truly pitiable. I wiſh ſome mode could be fallen 
upon to relieve him from the cruel fituation he is now in.—I 
am ſenſible of the impropriety of exchanging a ſoldier for a ci- 
tizen : but there is ſomething ſo cruelly diſtreſſing in regard to 
this gentleman, that I dare lay you will take it under your con- 
fideration. 


J am, with great reſpect, &c. . G. w. 

> | = : = 7 | | 
"eh © Cambridge, Dec. 25, 1775. 

I HAD the honor to addreſs myſelf to you on the nine- 
teenth inſtant, ſince which I have received undoubted infor- 
mation that the genuine inſtructions given to Conolly have not 
reached your hands; that they are very artfully concealed in 
the tree of his ſaddle, and covered with canvas ſo nicely that 
they are ſcarcely diſcernible z that thoſe which were found up- 
on him were intended to deceive, if he were caught.—-You will 


moſt certainly have his ſaddle taken to pieces, in order to dit- 
cover this deep- laid plot. 
Incloſed is a copy of general Howe's letter in anſwer to the 


one I wrote him the eighteenth, inſtant, The conduct I arg to 
| oblerre 
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obſerve towards brigadier Preſcot in conſequence of theſe let - 
ters, the Congreſs will oblige me by determining for me. 
The gentlemen by whom you ſent the money are arrived. 


The ſum they brought, though large, is not ſufficient to anſwer 
the demands of the army, which at this time are remarkably. 


heavy: there is three month's pay due, one month's advance, 
two dollars for each blanket, —the arms, that ate left by thoſe 
who are diſmiſſed, to be paid for, —beiides the demands which 
are on the commiſſary and quarter- -maſter-generals. You will 
therefore ſee the neceſſity of another remittance, which I beg 
may be as ſoon as you conveniently can. 


I will take the opportunity of the return of theſs gentlemen, | 


to ſend colonel Kirkland to you for examination, and that Ro 
may diſpoſe of him as to you may ſeem proper 

A committee from the general court of this province called on 
me the other day, informing me that they were in great want of 
ordnance for the defence of the colony; that, if what belonged: 
to them, now in uſe here, was kept for the continent, they 
would be under the neceſſity of providing themſelves with o- 
thers : of courſe what is kept muſt be paid for. There are ma- 
ny of the cannon of very little uſe : ſuch of them as are good, 
I cannot at preſent part with: perhaps when I receive the ſup- 
ply from New-York and Canada, it. may be in my N to 
ſpare them. 

Mr. Wadſworth has ſent in his report reſpecting Cape.Cod 
harbor, a copy of which you will receive herewith ; alſo a let- 
ter from Mr. Jacob Bailey, put into my hands by colonel Lit- 
tle. It contains ſome things that may not be en con- 
ſideration of Congreſs. 

We have made good progreſs in the works on Leechmore's 
point, They would have been finiſhed ere this, but for the, 
ſeverity of the weather, which prevents our people from working. 

I received a letter from governor Cooke, which expreſſes 
the fears of the people of Rhode-Ifland, left the ſhips, which 
we had information were failed with ſome troops on board, 
were deſtined for Newport. I ſent major-general Lee there, 
to point out to them ſuch defence as he may think the place ca- 
pable of, I fincerely wiſh he may be able to do it with effect, 
as that place, in its preſeat ſlate, is an aſylum for ſuch as are 
diſaffected to American liberty. | | 


Our returns of enliſtments, to this day, amount to <ight/ 


thouſand five hundred men. | 5 
i have the honor to be, &c. i CES G. W. 
P. 8. Incloſed is an eſtimate of the demands of the army. 
H Cams 
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58 GENERAL WASHINGTON; 


Sia, Cambridge, Dec. 31, 1775. 


I WROTE to you the twenty- fifth inſtant; ſince which 
J am not honored with any of your favors. The eſtimate J 
then incloſed you was calculated to pay the troops, &c. up to 
the firſt of January. That cannot be done for want of funds in 
the paymaſter-general's hands; which cauſes a great murmur- 
ing amongſt thofe who are going off. The monthly expenſes of 
this army amount to near two hundred and ſeventy-five thou- 
fand dollars, which I take the liberty of recommending to the 
obſervation of Congreſs, that their future remittances may be 
governed thereby. | | 
It ſometimes happens that perfons would wiſh to depoſit mo- 
ney in the hands of the paymaſter-general, for his bills on the 
treaſury at Philadelphia. He has hitherto declined ſuch offers, 
not having authority from Congreſs to draw. Would it not be 
proper to give this power? — If it ſhould be approved of, you 
will pleaſe to point out the mode that the Congreſs would chuſe 
to have it done in. R „ 
The clothing ſent to the quarter-maſter-general is not ſuffici- 
ent to put half our army into regimentals; nor is there a poſſi- 
bility of getting any quantity here. I have wrote to general 
Schuyler, that I wiſh what was lodged at Albany could be ſpar- 
ed for theſe troops, as general Montgomery would clothe the 
men under his command at Montreal. If this can be done, it 
will be of infinite ſervice; and no time ſhould be loft in for- 
warding them to this camp. 
Informing the regiments for the new eſtabliſhment, I thought 
it but juſtice to appoint the officers, detached under colonel 
Arnold, to commiſſions in them. Their abſence at preſent is 
of very great detriment to the ſervice, efpecially in recruiting : 
I would therefore with, if the Congreſs intend raiſing troops in 
or for Canada, that they could be taken in there. The ſooner 
J have their opinion of this matter, the better, that, if they 
can be commiſſioned in Canada, I may appoint officers here to 
replace them. | 
Incloſed you have a copy of a repreſentation ſent to me by 
the legiſlative body of this province, reſpecting four companies 
ſtationed at Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham. As they 
were never regimented, and were doing duty at a diſtance from 
the reſt of the army, I did not know whether to conſider them 
as à part of it; nor do I think myſelf authorifed to direct pay- 
ment for them without the approbation of Congreſs. 


It has been repreſented to me that the free negroes who have 
| ſerved 
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ſerved in this army are very much diſſatisfied at being diſcard- 
ed. As it is to be apprehended they may ſeek employ in the 
miniſterial army, I have preſumed to depart from the reſolution 
reſpecting them, and have given licence for their being enliſted, 
If this is diſapproved of by Congreſs, I will put a ſtop td it. 
* * I muſt remark that the pay of the aſſiſtant engi- 
neers is ſo very ſmall, that we cannot expe& men of ſcience 
will engage in it. Thoſe gentlemen, who are in that ſtation, 
remained under the expectation that an additional allowance 
would be made them by the reſpective provinees in which they 
were appointed, to that allowed by the Congrels. £ 
Captain Freeman arrived this day at camp from Canada. He 
left Quebec the twenty-fourth ultimo, in conſequence of gene- 
Tal Carleton's proclamation, which I have the honor to ſend 
you herewith. He ſaw colonel Arnold the twenty-ſixth, and 
ſavys that he was joined at Point-a-tremble, by general Mont- 
gomery, the firſt inſtant ;—that they were about two thouſand 
ſtrong, and were making every preparation for attacking Que- 
bec that general Carleton had with him about twelve hun- 
dred men, the majority of whom are ſailors;—that it was his 
opinion the French would give up the place if they get the 


ſame conditions granted to the inhabitants of Montreal. * * * 


aptains Semple and Harbeſon take under their care Mr. 
Kirkland. Captain Mathews and Mr. Robinſon will ac- 
company them. The two latter were taken priſoners by lord 
Dunmore, who was ſending them to Boſton, from whence there 


is little doubt but they would be forwarded to England, to 


which place I am credibly informed captain Martindale and the 
crew of the Waſhington are ſent; alſo. colonel Allen, and the 


priſoners taken with him in Canada. This may account for ge- 


neral Howe's ſilence on the ſubject of an exchange of priſoners 
mentioned in my letter to him. : 
General Lee is juſt returned from his excurſion to Rhode- 
Iſland :—he has pointed out the the beſt method the iſland would 
admit of for its defence :—he has endeavored all in his power to 


make friends of thoſe who were our enemies. You have, in- 


cloſed, a ſpecimen of his abilities in that way, for your peruſal. 
I am of opinion that, if the ſame plan was purſued through 
every province, it would have a very good effett. _ | 
I have long had it on my mind to mention to Congreſs that 
frequent applications had been made to me reſpecting the chap- 
lain's pay, which is too ſmall to encourage men of abilities. 
Some of them, who have left their ſtocks, are obliged to pay 
the parſon acting for them, more than they receive, I need not 
Point 
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GENERAL WASHINGTON's 


point out the great utility of gentlemen whoſe lives and conver- 
ſation are unexceptionable, being employed for that ſervice, in 
this army. There are two ways of making it worth the atten- 
tion of ſuch : one is an advancement of their pay; the other, 
that one chaplain be appointed to two regiments, This laſt, I 
think, may be done without inconvenience.—I beg leave to re- 
commend this matter to Congreſs, whoſe ſentiments hereon I 
ſhall impatiently expect. 

Upon a farther converſation with captain een he is of 
opinion that general Montgomery has with him near three thou- 
ſand men, including colonel Arnold's. He ſays that lord Pitt 


| Had received repeated orders from his father to return home; 


in conſequence of which, he had embarked ſome time in Oc- 


tober, with a captain Green who was maſter of a veſſel belong- 


Ing to Philadelphia. | | 
By a number of ſalutes in Boſton harbor velterdas, I fancy 
admiral Sheldam 1 is arrived. — Two large ſhips were ſeen com- 

ing in. 

Our enliſtments now amount to nine thouſand fix hundred, and 
fifty. 

i hoſe atutlemn; who were made prifoners by lied 3 
more, being left deſtitute of money and neceſſaries, I have ad- 
vanced them a hundred pounds lawful money belonging to the 
public, for which I have taken captain Mathews's Pogue on 
the treaſury of Virginia, which goes incloſed. | 

J have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. 8. You have, incloſed, the returns of the army. 


. — 
Sin, Cambridge, January 4, 1776. 
SINCE my laſt of the thirty-firſt ultimo, I have been ho- 


nored with your favor of the twenty-ſecond, inclofing ſundry 


reſolves, which ſhall, in matters they reſpect, be made the rule 
of my conduct. 

The reſolution reherive to the troops in Boſton, I beg the 
favor of you, fir, to aſſure the Congreſs, ſhall be attempted to 
be put in execution the firſt moment I ſee a probability of ſuc- 
ceſs, and in ſuch a way as a council of officers ſhall think moſt 
likely to produce it: but if this ſhould not happen as ſoon as 
you may expect or my wiſhes prompt to, I requeſt that Con- 
grels may be pleaſed to advert to my ſituation, and do me the 

juſtice to believe, that circumſtances, and not want of inclina- 
tion, is the eauſe of * 
; 
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It is not in the pages of hiſtory, perhaps, to furnith a caſe 
like ours: —to maintain a poſt within muſket-ſhot of the enemy, 
for fix months together, Without“ and at the ſame time 
to diſband one army, and recruit another, within that diſtance 
of twenty-odd Britiſh regiments, —is more, probably; than ever 
was attempted. But if we ſucceed as well in the laſt, as we 
have heretofore in the firſt, I ſhall think it the moſt fortunate 
event of my whole life. 

By a very intelligent ene, a Mr: Hutchinſon, from 
Boſton, I learn, that it was admiral Shuldham that came into 
the harbor on ſaturday laſt ;—that two of the five regiments 
from Cork are arrived at Halifax two others have ſalled for 
Quebec; at was become of them, could not be told: 
and the other (the fifty- fifth) has juſt got into Boſton. Certain 
it is alſo, that the greater part of the ſeventeenth regiment is 
arrived there. Whether we are to conclude from hence that 
more than five regiments have been ſent out, or that the com- 
panies of the ſeventeenth, arrived at Boſton, are part of the r re- 
giments deſtined for Halifax and Quebec, I know not. 

We alſo learn from this gentleman. and others, that the 
troops, embarked for Halifax (as mentioned in my letter of the 
ſixteenth) were really deſigned for that place, but recalled 
from Nantaſket road, upon advice being received of the above 
Eiments there. I am alſo informed of a fleet now petting 
dy under the convoy of the Scarborough and Fowey men-of- 
war,—conſiſting of five tranſports and two bomb veſſels, with 
about three hundred marines, and ſeveral flat bottomed boats. 
It is whiſpered that they are deſigned for Newport, but gene. 

rally thought in Boſton, that it is meant for Long-llland : and 
it is probable it will be followed by more troops, as the other 
tranſports are taking in water,—to lie, as others ſay, in Nan- 


taſket road, to be out of the 3 ice. A large quantity of biſcuit n 


is alſo baking. | 


As the real deſign cannot . certainty be known, I bee 0 


it, with all due deference, to the ſuperior judgment of Congreſs, 


whether it would not be conſiſtent with prudence, to have ſome ' 


of the Jerſ &y troops thrown into New-York, to prevent an evil, 
which would be almoſt irremediable, ſhould it happen, — I mean, 


the landing of troops at that place, or upon Lond-Ifland, 
near it. 


As it 1s poſſible you may not yet have received his majeſty” * 


* Left blank in the original to guard * the danger of m * 
carriage, — Read, „ without poder.“ 
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« ma TEIN? ſpeech, I do myſelf the honor to incloſe one 
of Any, which were ſent out.of Boſton yeſterday. It is full 
of * * , and explicitly holds forth his royal will to be, that 
vigorous meaſures muſt be purſued, to deprive us of our * * *. 
Theſe meaſures, whatever they be, I hope will be oppoſed by 
more vigorous ones, and rendered unavailing and fruitleſs, 
though fanctioned and authoriſed by the name of majeſty,.—a 
name, which * to promote the bleſſings of his people, and 


not their oppreſſion. 


Lem, fir, e. 1 G. W. 


Sm, e Cambridge, Jan. l, 1570 


EVERY account I have. out of Boſton, confirms the em- 
Harkation of troops mentioned in my laſt, which, from the ſea- 


ſon of the year, and other circumilances, muſt be deſtined for 


ſome expedition to the ſouthward of this. I have therefore 
thought it prudent to ſend major-general Lee to New-York. I 
have given him letters recommendatory to governor Trumbull, 


and to the committee of ſafety at New-York. I have good 


hopes that in Connecticut he will get many volunteers, who (I 
have ſome reaſon to think} will accompany him on this expedi- 
tion, without more expenſe to the contigent than their mainte- 
nance. But ſhould it be otherwiſe, and that they ſhould ex- 
pect pay, I think it is a trifling conſideration, when put in com- 
petition with the importance of the object, which is to put the 
city of, New-York, with ſuch parts of the North river and 
Long-Iſland as to him ſhall ſeem proper, in that ſtate of de- 
fence, which the ſeaſon of the year and circumſtances will ad- 
mit of, —ſo as, if poſſible, to prevent the enemy from forming 
2 lodgment i in that government, which, I am afraid, contains 
too many perſons diſaffected to the cauſe of liberty and Ame- 
rica. I have alſo wrote to lord Stirling to give him all the aſ- 
ſiſtance that he can with the troops under his command, 1a the 
continental ſervice, provided jt does not interfere with any or- 


ders he may receive from Congreſs relative to them, 


I hope the Congreſs will approve of my conduct in ſending 
general Lee on'this expedition I am ſure I mean it well; as 
experience teaches us that jt is much eaſier to prevent an ene- 
my from poſting themſelves, than it is to diſlodge them after 
they have got poſſeſſion. 

The evening of the eighth inſtant, a party of our men, under 


the command of major Knoulton, were ordered to go and burn 
ſome 


i 
* 


HR 1. Rv 


TI am, with great reſpect, &c. 
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ſome houſes which lay at the foot of Bunket's-hill; and at the 


head of Charleſtown. They were alſo ordered to bring off the 
guard, which, we expected, confiſted of an officer and thirty 
men. They croſſed the mill-dam about half after eight o'clock, 


and gallantly executed their bufineſs, —having burned eight 


houſes, and brought with them a ſerjeant and four privates of 
the tenth regiment. There was but one man more there, who 
making ſome reſiſtance, they were obliged to diſpatch. The 
gun that killed him was the only one diſcharged by our men, 
though ſeveral hundred were fired by the enemy from within 
their works, but in ſo confuſed a manner, that not one of our 
people was hurt. Es | oY VVöV— 


* 


Our enliftments go on very heavily. 


„ ae Cambridge, Jan. 14, 17 76. 
I AM excredingly forry that I am under the neceſſity of 
applying to you, and calling the attention of Congreſs to the 
ſtate of our arms, which 1s truly alarming. Upon the diſſolu- 


tion of the old army, I was apprehenſi ve that the new would be 
deficient in this inſtance: and, that the want might be as in- 


conſiderable as poſſible, I gave it out 1a orders, that the arms 


of ſuch men as did not re-enliſt (or ſuch of them as were good) 
ſhould be retained at the prices which ſhould be affixed by per- 


_ ſons appointed to inſpe& and value them: and, that we might 


be ſure of them, I added that there would be a ſtoppage of pay 
for the months of November and December, from thoſe who 
ſhould carry their firelocks away without their being firſt exa- 


mined. I hoped, by theſe precautions, to have procured a con- 


fiderable number : but, fir, I find with much concern, that from 
the badneſs of the arms, and the diſobedience of too many m 
bearing them off without a previous inſpection, - very few were 
collected. Neither are we to expect that many will be brought 
in by the new recruits, the officers, who are out enliſting, hav- 
ing reported that few men who have arms will enliſt in the ſer- 
vice; and that they are under the difagreeable alternative of 
taking men without arms, or of getting none. Unhappy fitua- 
tion, and much to be deplored e l when we have 
every reaſon to convince us, that we have to contend with a 


formidable army, well provided of every neceſſary; and that 


there will be a moſt vigorous exertion of miniſterial vengeance 


againſt us, as ſoon as they think themſelves in a condition for 
it. 
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zit. I hope it is in the power of Congreſs to afford us relief :— 
if it is not, what muſt, what can be done ? 

Qur treaſury is almoſt exhauſted, and the demands CG it. 
very conſiderable. A conſtant ſupply of money, to anſwer. every 
claim and exigency, would much promote the good of the ſer- 
vice. In the common affairs of life, it is uſeful: in war, it is 
abſolutely neceflary and eſſential. I would beg leave, too,. to- 
remind you of the tents, and their impertance, —hoping that 
if an opportunity has offered, you have procured them. I fear 
that our army will not be raiſed to the new eſtabliſhment in any 
reaſonable time, if ever: the enliſting * on ſo very flow, ; 
that it almoſt ſeems at an end. 

In my letter of the fourth inſtant, I wrote you that I had re- 
ceived certain intelligence from a Mr. Hutchinſon -and otkers, 
that two of the five regiments from Cork were arrived at Hali- 
fax, one at Boſton, and the two others had failed for Quebec, 
and had not been heard of. I am now aſſured (as a matter to 
be relied on) by four captains of ſhips, who left England about 
the ſecond of November, and who appear to be men of vera- 
city, that the whole of thele regiments (except the two com- 
panies that arrived at Boſton ſome time ago), when they ſailed, 

were at Milford Haven, where they had been obliged to put 
in, by a violent ſtorm, the nineteenth vf, October; that they 
would not be able to leave it for a conſiderable time, as they 
were under the neceſſity of repairing their veſſels, and getting 
ſome new ones taken up.—Such is the uncertainly and contra- 
diction in what I now hear, that it is not poſſible to know waat | 
to believe or diſbelieve. 

wrote to the general court yeſterday, and to the conventi- 
on of New-Hampthire, immediately upon ſeeing the great deti- 
ciency in our arms,—praying that they would intereſt them- 
ſelves in the matter, and furniſh me with all in their power. 
Whether L ſhall get any, or what quantity, I cannot determine, 
not having received their anſwers. —The ſame application wilt 
be made to the governments of Connecticut and Rhode-Iſland. 

I do myſelf the honor to ſend you fundry newſpapers I re- 
ceived ftom the above-mentioned captains, as they may be later 
than any you have ſeen, and contain ſome intereſting intelli- 
gence. 


I have the honor to be, Ke. | G. W. 
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Sta, | es” Cambridge, Jan. 19, 1776. 
TAKING it for granted that general Schuyler has not 
only informed you of the fall of the brave and much-to-be-la- 
_ mented general Montgomery, but of the ſituation of our affaits. 
in Canada (as related by general Wooſter, colonel Arnold, co- 
lonel Campbell, and others), I ſhall not take up much more of 
your time on this ſubject, than is neceſſary to incloſe you a copy. 
of his letter to me, with the reſult thereon, as appears by the 
council of war, which 1 immediately ſummoned on the octaſiun, 
and at which Mr. Adams, by my particular deſire, was good. 
enough to attend. IO end 1 £9019 5 
It may appear ſtrange, fir, as I had not men to ſpare from. 
theſe lines, that I ſhould preſume (without firſt ſending to Con- 
greſs, and obtaining an expreſs direction) to recommend to the 
governments of Maſſachuſetts, Connecticut, and New-Hamp- 
ſhire, to raiſe each a regiment, on the continental account, = 
this ſervice. I wiſh moſt ardently that the urgency of the caſe; 
would have admitted of the delay. I wiſh alſo that the purport 
of general Schuyler's letter had not, unavoidably as it were, 
laid me under an indiſpenſable obligation to do it :—for having 
informed you in his letter (a copy of which he incloſed me) or 
his dependence on this quarter, for men, I thought you might 
alſo have ſome reliance on my exertions. This conſideration, - 
added to my fears of the fatal conſequences of delay, —to an 
information of your having defigned three thouſand men for Ca- 
nada.— to a belief, founded chiefly on general Schuler's letters, 
that few or none of them were raiſed, - and to my apprehenſi- 
ons for New-York, which led me to think that no troops could 
be ſpared from that quarter, —induced me to loſe not a mo- 
ment's time in throwing in a force there; being well aſſured 
that general Carleton will improve, to the utmoſt, the advanta- 
ges gained, leaving no artifices untried, to fix the Canadians, 
and Indians (who, we find, are too well diſpoſed to take part 
with the ſtrongeſt) in his intereſt. . . | 
If theſe reaſons are not ſufficient to juſtify my conduct In the 
opinion of Congreſs, —if the meaſure contravenes any reſolution 
of theirs, —they will . pleaſe to countermand the levying and 
marching of the regiments as ſoon as poſlible, and do me the 
Juſtice to belive that my intentions were good, if my judgment 
has erred, 6: e 1 
The Congreſs will pleaſe to obſerve, that the meaſures of 
ſupporting our poſts in Canada appeared of ſuch exceeding great 
importance, that the gengral officers (agreeing with me in ſen- 
| of I | timent, 
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timent, and unwilling to lay any burden which can poſſibly be 
avoided, —although it may turn out an ill-timed piece of parſi- 
mony) have reſolved that the three regiments for Canada ſhall 
be part of the thirteen militia regiments which were requeſted 
to reinforce this army, —as appears by the minutes of another 
council of war, held on the fixteenth inſtant. I ſhall (being 
much hurried and fatigued) add no more in this letter, than my 
duty to Congreſs, and that I have the honor to be, &e. ' * f 
5 e ee ‚ .. 
P. 8. I incloſe you a copy of my letter to the government 
of Maſſachuſetts, Connecticut, and New-Hampſhire; alſo a copy 
of a reſolution of this colony, in anſwer to an application of 
Since writing the above, I have been informed by a meffage 
from the general court of Maſſachuſetts, that they have reſol- 
vod upon the raifing of a regiment for Canada, and appointed 
the field officers for it, in the weſtern parts of this government. 
Tam alfo informed by expreſs from Governor Trumbull, that 
he and his council of ſafety had agreed upon the raiſing of a 
regiment for the ſame purpoſe ; which was anticipating my ap- 
Plication to that government. 3 ͤ , 
If commiſſions (and they are applied for) are to be given by 
Congreſs to the three regiments going to Canada, you will 
Pleaſe to have them forwarded, as I have none by me for that 
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n | Cambridge, Jan. 24, 1776. 
THE commiſſary-general being at length [recovered] from 
a long and painful illneſs, I have it in my power to comply 
with the requiſion of Congreſs, in forwarding an eſtimate of the 
expenſe attending his office, as alfo that of the quarter-maſter- 
general. 1 | 2 e 
ji! You, will pleafe to obſerve that the commiſſary, by his ac- 
19 | count of the matter, has entered into no ſpecial agreement with 
any of the perſons he has found occafion to employ (as thoſe, 
 M to whoſe names ſums are annexed, are of their own fixing), but 
| left it to Congreſs to aſcertain their wages. I ſhall fay nothing 
therefore on this head, farther than relates to the propoſition 


Wl of Mr. * * *, to be allowed one-eixghth for his trouble and 
1 the delivery of the other ſeven-eighths of proviſions, which to 
ni me appears exorbitant in the extreme, however conformable it 
1 may be to cuſtom and uſage: I therefore think that reaſonable 

1 | | OE ſtipends 


K _— 


it with preciſion, requires time, care, and attention: t 
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Kiperids had better be fixed upon. Both the quarter-maſter. 


and commiſſary-generals aſſure me that they do not employ a 


Gngle perſon. uſeleſaly: and as I have too. good an opinion of 
them to think they would deceive me, I believe them.  _. 
I ſhall take the liberty, in this place, of recommending the 
inexpediency, indeed the abſolute neceſſity, of appointing fit 

and proper perſons to ſettle the accounts of this army; Fido 
longer 


it is left. undone, the more intricate they will be, the A0 
ble to error, and- difficult co explain and rectify ; —as alſo the 
perſons in whoſe hands they are (if diſpoſed to take undue ad- 
vantage) will be leſs ſubje& to detection. I have been as at- 
tentive as the nature of my office would admit of, in granting 

warrants for money on the paymaſter: but it would be abfo- 
lutely impoſſible for me to go into an examination of all the ac- 
counts incident to this army, and. the. vouchers appertaining to 
them, without devoting ſo large a portion of my time to the 
buſineſs, as might not only prove injurious, but fatal to it in 
other reſpects. This ought, in my humble opinion, to be the 
particular buſineſs of a fele d committee of Congreſs, or one 

appointed by them, who, once in three months at furtheſt, 
ſhould make a ſettlement with the officers in the different de- 


_ partments, _ 


- Having met with no encouragement from: the governments 
of Maſlachuſetts and New-Hampſhire, from my application for 
arms, and expecting no better from Connecticut and Rhode-Iſ- 
land, I have as the laſt expedient, ſent one or two officers from 
each regiment into the country, with money, to try if they can 


buy. In what manner they ſucceed, Congreſs ſhall be informed 


as ſoon as they return. et ee oe Las 3 
Congreſs, in my laſt, would diſcover my motives for ſtrength- 


ening theſe lines with the militia: but whether, —as the wea- 


ther turns out exceedingly mild, inſomuch as to promiſe no- 
thing favorable from ice.— and no appearance of powder, —1 
ſhall be able to attempt any thing deciſive, time only can deter- 
mine. No man upon earth wiſhes more ardently to deſtroy 
the neſt in Boſton, than I do: — no perſon would be willing to 
go greater lengths than 1 ſhall, to accompliſh it, if it ſhall be 
thought adviſeable.“ But if we have neither powder to bombard 


with, nor ice to paſs on, we ſhall be in no better ſituation than 


we have been in all the year ;—we ſhall be worſe, becauſe their 
works are ſtronger. _ N 
1 have accounts from Boſton, which I think may be relied 


on, that general Clinton, with about four or five hundred men, 


hath 
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hath left that place within theſe four days. Whether this is 
Part of the detatchment which was making up (as mentioned. in 
my lettex of the fourth inſtant, and then at Nantaſket) or not, is 
not in my power to ſay., If it is deſigned for new- Vork or 
Long-Ifland as ſome think, throwing a body of troops there 
may prove a fortunate circumſtance. If they go farther ſoutn 
agreeable to the conjectures of others, I hope there will be men 
to receive them. CTY „ 
Not withſtanding the poſitive aſſertions of the four captains 
from Portſmouth, noticed in my letter of the fourteenth, 1 am 
now convinced from ſeveral corroborating circumſtances, —the 
accounts of deſerters, and of a lieutenant Hill, of Lord Percy's 
regiment, who left Ireland the fifth of November, and was ta- 
ken by a privateer from Newbury port, — that the ſeventeenth 
and fifty- fifth regiments are arrived at Boſton, and other troops 
at Halifax, agreeable to the information of Hutchinſon and o- 
thers. Lieutenant Hill ſays that the tranſports of two regi- 
ments only were forced into Milford Haven. 
Congreſs will think me a little remiſs, 1 fear, when I inform 
them that I have done nothing yet towards raiſing the battalions 
of marines: but I hope to ſtand exculpated from blame, when 
they hear the reaſon, which was, that already having twenty-fix 
incomplete regiments, I thought it would be adding to an ex- 
penſe, already great, in officers, to ſet two entire corps of offi- 
eers on foot, when perhaps we ſhould not add ten men a week 
by it to our preſent numbers. In this opinion the general offi- 
cers have concurred, which induced me to ſuſpend the matter 
little lon ger.—Qur enliſtments, for the two laſt weeks, have 
not amounted to a thouſand men, and are diminiſhing. The 
_ regiment for Canada (it is thought) will ſoon be filled, as the 
men are to chuſe all but their field officers, who are appointed 
by the court. e e | 
On ſunday evening, thirteen of the Caghnewaga Indians ar- 
rived here on a viſit. IT ſhall take care that they be ſo enter- 
tained during their ftay, that they may returned impreſſed with 
11 fentimepts of friendſhip for us, and alſo of our great ſtrength. 
14 One of them is colonel Louis, who honored me with a viſit once 
1 before. | | | oh | 
ff J have the honor tp be, &c, BR! G. W. 
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Su m Mi „„ Calbe, Fan. 305 1776. 


--YOUR i of the Gxth and twentieth inſtant I receiv- 
of yefierday, with the ſeveral reſolves of Congreſs autre to; 
for which I return you my thanks: 

Knowing the great importance Canada will be of to us in the 
preſent intereſting conteſt, and the relief our friends there ſtand 
in need of, I ſhould be happy, were it in my power to detach a 
battalion from this camp: but it cannot be done. On the 
nineteenth inſtant, I had the honor to write to you, which will 
fully convey the reſolutions of a council of war, and the ſenti- 
ments of the general officers here; as to the propriety and ex pe- 
diency of ſending troops from theſe lines, for the defence of 
which we have been and now are obliged to call in the militia; 
—to which Il beg leave to refer you. You may reſt aſſured 
that my endeavors and exertions ſhall not be wanting, to ſti- 
mulate the governments of Connecticut and New-Hampſhire to 
raiſe and forward reinforcements as faſt as poſſible; nor in any 
other inſtance that will promote the expedition. 

I ſhall, in obedience to the order of 2 though iet 
dicted by general Howe, propoſe an exchange of governor 
Skene for Mr. Lovell and family, and ſhall be happy to have 
an opportunity of putting this deſerving man (who has diſtin- 
guiſhed- his fidelity and regard to his country to be too great for 
perſecution and cruelty to arr in 1 polt agreeable” to 
his wiſhes and inclination.  - 

1 do not know that there is any particular rank mates to 
the office of aids-de camp. . Generally they are captains, and 
rank as ſuch: but higher rank is often given on account of par- 
ticular merit and particular circumſtances.—Aids to the king 
have the rank of colonels. Whetlier any diſtinction ſhould be 
made between thoſe of your commander: in- chief and the other 
generals, I really know not: I think there ought. 

You may rely that Conolly had inſftruQions concealed in his 
ſaddle. Mr. ** who was one of lord Dunmore's family, 
and another gentleman who wiſhes his name not to mentioned, ſaw 
them caſed in tin, put in the tree, and covered over. He pro- 
bably has exchanged his ſaddle, or withdrew-the papers when 
it was mended, as you conjecture. Thoſe that have been diſ- 
covered are. ſufficiently bad ; but I doubt not of the others be- 
ing worſe, and containing more diabolical and extenſive plans. 
J hope he will be taken proper care of, and meet with rewards 
equal to his merits, 


I ſhall 


— 
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- T ſhall appoint officers in the places of thoſe who are in Ca- 
nada, as I am fully perſuaded they will with to continue there, 
for making our conqueſt complete in that quarter..-I wiſh 
their bravery and valor may be attended with the ſmiles of for- 
tune. ö oy JJ apt glu tr ts 7 22 
IIt gives me great pleaſure to hear of the meaſures Congreſs 
are taking for manufacturing powder. I hope their endeavors 
will be crowned with ſucceſs. - I too well know and regret the 
want of it. It is ſcarcely poſſible to deſcribe the: diſadvantages 
2n army muſt labor under, when not provided with a ſufficient 
ſupply of this neceſſary. It may ſeem ſtrange, that, after hav« 
ing received about eleven tous, added to about five tons which 
1 Lund here, and no general action has happened, we ſhould 
be ſo deficient in this article and require more. But you will 
pleaſe to conſider, that, beſides its: being in its nature ſubje to 
waſte, and (whilſt the men lay in bad tents) unavoidably da- 
maged by ſevere and heavy rains (which could not have been 
prevented, unleſs it had been entirely withdrawn from the men, 
and an attack hazarded againſt us without ammunition” in their 
hands)—the armed veſſels, our own occaſional firings, and ſome 
fmall ſupplies I have been obliged to afford the ſea- port towns 
threatened with deſtruction, —to which may be added the ſup- 
ply to the militia, and going off of the old troops, have occa- 
fioned, and ever will, a large conſumption of it, and waſte, in 
fpite-of all the care in the world. The king's: troops never 
have leſs than fixty rounds a man in their poſſeſſion, indepen- 
dent of their ſtores.— To ſupply an army of twenty thouſand 
men in this manner, would take near four hundred barrels, al- 
lowing nothing for ſtores, artillery, &c. I have been always 
afraid to place more than twelve or fifteen rounds at a time in 
the hands of our men, leſt, any accident happening to it, we 
ſhould be left deftitute, and be undone.—I have been thus par- 
ticular, not only to ſhew eur poverty; but to exculpate myſelf 
from even a ſuſpicion of unneceſſary waſte; © | 
I ſhall inform the paymaſter-general of the reſolution of Con- 
preſs reſpecting his draughts, and the mode and account of 
them. i 5 15 TT 
The companies at Chelſea and Malden are and have always 
been regimented.—It was not my intention to replace with 
continental troops the independent companies at Hingham, 
Weymouth, and Braintree. Theſe places are expoſed, but 
= _ than Cape Ann, Beverly, Salem, Marblehead, &c. 
E. C. ; F 


Is 
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Is it the intention of Congrel that the officers of the b 
ſhould pay poſtage They are not exempted by the reſolve. of 
the ninth inſtant. | 

The Congreſs will be pleaſed, I kive 80 doubt, to | recolleds 
that the five hundred thouſand dollars, now coming, are but 
little more than enough to bring us up to the firft day of this 
month; that to-morrow will be the laſt of it: and, by: e 

| refolves, the troops are to be paid monthly. 

I wiſh it was in my power to furniſh Congreſs with ſuch 2 
general as they deſire, to ſend to Canada. Since the unhappy 
reverſe of our affairs in that quarter, general Schuyler has in- 
formed me, that, though he had thoughts of declining the ſer- 
vice before, he would now af. My letter of the eleventh will 
inform them of general Lee's being at New-York. He will 
be ready to obey their orders, ſhould. they incline to ſend him r 
but, if I am not greatly deceived, he.or ſome other ſpirited a- 
ble officer will be wanted there in the ſpring, if not ſooner ; as 
we have undoubted intelligence that general Clinton has failed 
with ſome troops, —The reports of their number are various, 
from between four and five-hundred to nineteen companies of 
gre enadiers and light infantry. It is alſo imagined that the re. 

ſiments, which were to ſail the firſt of December, are intended 

r that place or Virginia.— General Putnam is a moſt valua- 
ble man, and a fine executive officer: but I do not know how 
he would conduct in a ſeparate department. He is a youngar 
major-general than Mr. Schuyler, who, as I obſerved, having 
determined to continue in the ſervice, will, I expect, repair in- 
to Canada. A copy of my letter to him, on this and other ſub- 
jects, I incloſe you, as it will explain my motives for not. Ps 
| 1 the regiments from theſe governments. 

When captain Cockran arrives, I will give him every aſſiſt- 
ance in my power, in obedience to the orders of Congreſs: but 
J fear it will be the means of laying up our own veſſels, as theſe 
people will not bear the diſtinction. Should this be the conſe- 
quence, it will be highly prejudicial to us, as we ſometimes pick 
up their proviſion-veſſels, and may continue to diſtreſs them in 
this way. 

Laſt week captain Manly took a ſhip and brig bound to Boſ- 
ton from Whitehaven, with coals chiefly, and ſome potatoes, 
for the army.--T haye for his great vigilance and induſtry, ap- 
pointed him commodore of our little ſquadron ; and he now 
hoiſts his flag on board the ſchooner Hancock. 

I congratulate you upon the recovery of Smith, and am ex- 
On glad to hear of the meaſures Congreſs are taking 82 | 

| the 
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the general defence of the continent. The clouds thicken 


faſt where they will burſt, on know. not ht we thould ber 


armed at all points. 238 6-1 das 42 
© I have not {ſucceeded in wages applications 1 govern- 
ments for arms. They have returned for anſwer, that they can- 


not furnih any.— Whether I thall be more lucky in the, aſt ra- 


fource left. me; in this: quarter, I-cannot determine, having not, 
received returns from tbe officers ſent aut to purchaſe: of the. 
people. I greatly fear that but very few will be procured in 
this way, as they are.exceedingly ſcarce, and but a ſmall part; 
of what there are, fit for ſervice.— When they make their re-. 
port you ſhall be informed. . 

The quarter-maſter-general bas juſt . from rk 
Schuyler clothing for the ſoldiery, amounting; to about ſeven- 
teen hundred pounds Vork currency. It has come very ſea- 
ſonably, as they are in goont want, and will, epnerihute a Male. 6 
to their relicf. | 

Since writing the dane. I * Mr. * , and. * 
that nothing had been found in the tree of Conolly's ſaddle, he 
told me there had been a miſtake in the matter 3 that the in- 
ſtructions were artfully concealed on the two pieces of wood, 
which are on the mail-pillion of his. portmanteau-ſaddle ; that, 
by order of lord Dunmore, he ſaw them contrived. for the pur- 
pole, the papers put in, and firſt covered with tin, and over, that 
with a waxed canvas cloth. He is ſo exceedingly pointed and 


clear in his information, that I have no doubt of its being true. = 


—1 could with them to be diſcovered, as I think they conzmn. 8 
ſome curious and extraordinary plans. hah 

In my letter of the twenty-fourth inſtant, I [ mentioned thee 
arrival of thirteen of our Caghnewaga: friends. They honored 
me with a talk to-day, as did three of the tribes of the St. 
John's and Paſmiquoddi Indians z — copies of which I beg leave 
to incloſe you.— I ſhall write to general Schuyler reſpecting the. 
tender of ſervice made by the former, and not to call for cheir 
aſſiſtance, unleſs he ſhall at any time want it, or be under the 
neceſlity of doing it to prevent their taking the ſide of our ene- 
mies. 

J had the honor of writing to you on the nineteenth of No- 
vember, and then I informed you of having engaged two per- 
ſons to go to Nova- Scotia on the bufineſs recommended i in your 
letter of the tenth : and alſo that the ſtate. of the army would 


not then admit of a ſufficient force being ſent, for carrying into 


execution the views of Congreſs reſpecting the dock-yards, &c. 


w—1 would now beg leave to mention, that, if the perſons, 
BEES \ ſeat: 
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ſont for information, ſhould report favorably of the expedi- | 


o 
= 


ency and practicability of the meaſure, it will not be in my 
power to detach any men from theſe lines: the ſituation of our 


affairs will not allow it.—I think it would be adviſable to raiſe + 
them in the eaſtern parts of this government. If it is attempt- 


ed, it maſt be by people from the country.—A. colonel * * * 
and a captain. * * * have been with me: they think the men 


neceſſary may be eaſily engaged there, and the meaſure practi- 


cable :—-provided there are not more than two hundred Britiſh. 
troops at Halifax, they are willing and ready to embark in the 


matter, upon the terms mentioned in their plan, which I in- 
cloſe you, I would wiſh you to advert to the conſiderations 
inducing them to the expedition, as I am not without appre- 


henſion, ſtisuld it be undertaken upon their plan, that the in- 
nocent and guilty will be involved in one common 'fuin.—-EF 


preſume they do not expect to receive more than the five or ten 
thouſand pounds mentioned in their ſcheme, and to be at every 
expenſe, If we had men to ſpare, it might be undertaken for 


leſs than either, I conceive.—Perhaps, if Congreſe do not a- 


dopt their propoſition, they will undertake to raife men for 


that particular purpoſe, who may be diſbanded as ſoon as it is 
effected, and upon the ſame terms that are allowed the conti- 


nental troops in general.—Whatever may be the determination 
of Congreſs upon the ſubje&, you will pleaſe to communicate 
it to me immediately: for the ſeaſon mdit favorable for the en- 


terpriſe,* is adyancing faſt; and we nay expect in the ſpring, 


that there will be more troops there, and the meaſure be more 


difficult to execute 


1 have the honor to be, & © - | 8. W. 
- | Cambridge, Feb. g, 1776. 


THE purport of this letter will be directed to a ſingle ob- 
ject: through you I mean to lay it before Coogrels 3 and—at 


the ſame time I beg their ſerious attention to the ſubjet,—to 


* 


alk. pardon for intruding an opinion, not only unaſked, but, in 
ſome meaſure repugnant to their reſolves. 


The diſadvantages attending the limitted enliſtment of troops | 


are too apparent to thoſe who are eye - witneſſes to them, to ren- 
der any animadverſions neceſſary: hut to gentlemen at a diſ- 


tance, whoſe attention is engroſſed by a thouſand important ob- 


jects, the caſe may be otherwiſe. Et | 
That this cauſe * the fate of the brave and much- 
| | 2: 108 to-be- 


= 
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to-be-lamented general Montgomery, and brought on the de- 


feat which followed' thereupon, I have not the moſt diſtant 
daubt : for, had he nof been apprehenſive of the troops leav- 


jag him at fo important a criſis, but continued the blockade at 


Quebec, a capitulation (from the beſt accounts J have been a- 
ble to collect) muſt inevitably have followed. And that we 
were not at one time obliged to diſpute theſe lines under diſad- 
vantageous circumſtances (proceeding from the ſame cauſe, to 
wit, the troops difbanding of themſelves before the militia' 
_ could be got in), is to me a matter gf wonder and aſtoniſhment 
and proves that general Howe was either unacquainted with our 
fituation, or reſtrained by his inſtructions from putting any thing 
to a hazard till his reinforcements ſhould arrive. | 
The inſtance of general Montgomery (I mention it, becauſe 
it is a fftiking one ;—for a number of others might be adduced) 
proves, that, inſtead of having men to take advantage of 
_ Eircumftances, you are in a manner compelled, right or wrong, 
to make circumſtances yield to a ſecondary conſideration. Since 
the firſt of December, I have been deviſing every means in my 
power to ſecure theſe encampments; and, though I am ſenſible 
that we never have, -fince that period, been able to act upon 
the offenſive, and at times not in a condition to defend, yet the 
coſt of marching home one ſet of men,—bringing in another, — 
the havoc and waſte occaſioned by the firſt, —the repairs neceſ- 
fary for the ſecond,—with a thouſand incidental charges and 
conveniences which have ariſen, and which it is ſearce poſſi- 
ble either to recolle& or deſcribe, amount to near as much, 
as the keeping up a reſpectable body of troops the whole time, 
ready for any emergency would have done. Fo this may be 
added, that you never can have a well-diſciplined army. 

To bring men well acquainted with the duty of a foldier, re- 
nires time. To bring them under proper diſcipline and ſubor- 
ination, not only requires time, but is a work of great dith- 

culty, and, in this army where there is ſo little diſtin tion be- 
rween the officers and ſoldiers, requires an uncommon degree 
ef attention. To expect then the ſame ſervice from raw and 
undiſciplined recruits as from veteran ſoldiers, is to expect 
what never did and perhaps never will happen. Men who are 
. Tamiltariſed to danger meet it without ſhrinking; whereas thoſe 
who have never ſeen ſervice often apprehend danger where no 
danger is. Three things prompt men to a regular diſcharge of 
their duty in time of aQion,—natural bravery, —hope of re- 
ward,—and fear of puniſhment. The two firſt are common to 
the untutored and the diſciplined ſoldier : but the latter moſt 

obviouſly 


„„ r 8 =o ee I «, 


"= NV. WW W _ Foy uy OE, 


s pur $<-5* =©£25 \F as 


* 


F A. AK. 6. i. < L 7 * . 


Incidental to it, —to ſay no 
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obvioully diſtinguiſhes the one from the other. A coward, 
when taught to believe, that, if he breaks his ranks and aban- 
dons his colors, he will be puniſhed with death by his own par- 
ty, —will take his chance againſt the enemy; but à man who 
thinks little of the one and is fearful of the other, acts from 
preſent feelings, regardleſs of conſequences. e 

Again, men of a day's ſtanding will not I ard: and 
from experience we find, that, as the time approaches for. thgir 
diſcharge, they grow. careleſs of their arms, ammuhition, camp 


utenſils, &c. Nay, even the barracks themſelves have felt 
uncommon marks of wanton depredation, and lay us under f;eſh - 
trouble and additional expenſe in providing for every freih ſet, 
| when we find it next to impoſſible to procure ſuch articles as 
are abſolutely neceſſary in the firſt inftance. To this may be 
added the ſeaſoning which new. recruits muſt have to a camp, 


and the loſs conſequent thereupon. But this is not all. Men, 


engaged for a ſhort limitted time only, have the officers tob 


much in their power: for, to obtain a degree of popularity in 
order to induce a ſecond enliſtment, a kind of familiarity takes 
place, which brings on a relaxation of diſciplige, unlicenſed 


Furloughs, and other indulgences incompatible with order and 


for which the ſoldier was engaged, is ſpent in undoing what 
.you were aiming to inculcate in the firſt. DE) . 


To go into an enumeration of all the evils we have experi- 
enced in this late great angie 65 the army, and the expenſes 

ing of the hazard we have run, 

and muſt run, between the diſcharging of one army. and enlift- 
ment of another, unleſs an enormous expenſe of militia js in- 


curred,—would greatly exceed the bounds of a letter. What 
I have already taken the liberty of ſaying will ſerve to convey 
a general idea of the matter; and therefore I ſhall, wWithall 
due deference, take the freedom te give it as my opinion, t 


if the Congreſs have any reaſon to believe that — bo 


occaſion for troops another year, and conſequently of another 


enliſtment, .they would. ſave money, and have infinitely better 


troops, if they were, even at a bounty of twenty, thirty,” or 


more dollars, to engage the men already enliſted ( till January 
next), and ſuch others as may be wanted to complete the en- 
liſtment, for and during the war. I will not yadertake to fay 


that the men can be had upon theſe terms; but I am ſatisſtied 


that it will never do, to let the matter alone, as it was laſt 
| year, till the time of ſervice was near expiring. The hazard 
is too great in the firſt place: in the next, the trouble and 
5 ä Fx perplexity 


Adder I have the Honor to be, Se. 


7% GENERAL WASHINGTON 


 plexiety of diſbanding one army and raiſing of another at the 
dame inftant; "and in ſuch a critical ſituation as the laſt was, is 


'ſearvely in the power of words to deſcribe, and ſuch as no man, 
who has experienced it once, will ever undergo again. 
If Congrefs ſhould differ from me in ſentiment upon this 


point, I have only to'beg that they will do me. the juſtice to 


Believe, that I have nothing more in view than what to me ap- 
pears neceſſary to advance the public weal, although in the 
Frſt inſtance it will be attended with a capital expenſe ; and 

7 N : Fs W. 


— 


Sn, Ceanbrilęe, Feb. g, 1776. 
IN compliance with the reſolves of Conyreſs, I have ap- 
plied to general Howe for the exchange of Mr. Lovell. A 

copy of my letter, and bis anſwer thereto, you have incloſed. 
Captain Watters and captain Tucker, who command two-of 
the armed ſchooners, have taken and ſent into Gloceſter a large 
*brigantine, laden with wood, a hundred and fifty butts for wa- 
ter, and forty fuits of bedding, bound from La Have in Nova- 
Scotia, for Boſton. She is one of the tranſports in the mini- 
*ﬀeria] ſervice, The captain ſays that he was at Halifax, the 
Teventeenth of January, and that general Maſſy was arrived 


* * : 


there with two regiments from Ireland. 


The different prizes were all libelled immediately on the re 
+ceipt of the reſolves of Congreſo pointing out the mode; but 


* U 


-mnone'of them yet brought to trial, owiug to a difference be- 


twee the law paſſed in this province, and the reſolutions of 
: Congreſs. The general court are making an amendment to 
their law, by whieh the difficulties that now occur will be re- 


- moved, as I underſtand it is to be made. conformable to your 


reſolves. The unayoidable delay attending the bringing the 


captures to trial is ug complained of by the maſters of 
I 


"theſe veiſels, as well as the captors. Many of the former have 
*applied for liberty to go away without waiting the deciſion, 
"which 'T have granted 3 TI | 1 ws ago} 457 

I beg leave to recall the attention of Cangreſs to their ap- 
, orgs, commiſſary in theſe parts, to attend the providing 
"of neceſſaries for the priſoners who are diſperſed in theſe pro- 
vinces. 1 are made by ſome of them, that they are 
in want of bedding and many other things. As I undeiſtand 


2 


that” Mr. Franks has undertaken that buſineſs, I wiſh. he was 
-prdered to fend a deputy immediately to ſee that the priſoners 
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et what is allowed them by Congreſs} allo to ſupply the of- 


: 


© cers with money as they may have occaſion, It would. ſave me 
gr our Who / IN 


There are yet but few . the militia come in. 
This delay will, I am much afraid, fruſtrate the intention of 


their being called upon, as the ſeaſon is ſſipping faſt away wen 
they may be of ſervice. eo UTR | 


The demands of the army were fo very prefling before yonr 


_ laſt remittance came to hand, that I was under the neceſſity of 


borrowing twenty-five thouſand pounds lawful money from this 
province. They very cheerfully lent it, and paſſed a vote for 
as much more, if required. I have not repaid the ſum bor- 
rowed, as I may ſtand in need of it before the arrival ob an- 
other ſupply, which the demands of the commiſſary-general, 


quartermaſter. general, and paying off the atrearages, will very | 
r oo eg er ec 


Vour eſteemed favor of the twenty-ninth ultimo is juſt come 
to hand. It makes me very happy to find my conduct hath 


met the approbitisn of Congreſs,” Tam entirely of your opi- 
nion, that, ſhould an accommodation take place, the terms 


will be ſevere or favorable in proportion to our ability to reſiſt, 


and that we ought to be on a reſpeQable fodting to receive 


their armaments in the ſpring. But how far we ſhall be pro- 
vided with the means, is a matter I profeſs not to know, under 


my preſent unhappy want of arms, ammunition, and, 1 may 
add, men, —as our we en gn are very incomplete. The re 


_ *eruitifig goes on very flow, and will, | I apprehend, be-more-ſo, 
if for other ſervice the men receive a bounty, and none is given 


here | 


I have tried every method I could think of, to procure arms 
for our men. They really are not to be had in theſe govern- 
ments (belonging to the public); and if ſome method is not 
fallen upon, in the ſouthern governments, to ſupply us, we 
: ſhall be in a diſtreſſed ſituation for want of them. There. ate 
near two thouſand men now in camp without firelocks.—{ have 
wrote to the committee of New-Y ork this day, requeſting them 
to ſend me thoſe arms which were taken from the diſaffected in 
that government. The Congreſs intereſting themſelves in. this 
requeſt wilt doubtleſs have a good effect. I have ſent officers 
into the country, with money to purchaſe arms in the different 
towns. Some have returned, and brought in a few: — many 
are ſtill out: what their ſucceſs will be, cannot: determine. 

I ewas in great hopes that the expreſſes, reſolved to be eſta- 
bliſhed between this place and Philadelphia, would ere eee 
228. . ve 


2 
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have been fixed. It would, in my opinion, rather ſave than 
iacreaſe the expenſe ; as many horſes are deſtroyed by one man 
coming the whole way. It will certainly be more expeditious, 
and ſafer, than writing by the poſt or private hands, which I 
am often under the neceſſity of doing. F 
I am, with great reſpect, ec. S. W. 


* 


1 Cambridge, Feb. g, 1756. 
| I BEG leave to inform you, at the requeſt of the com- 

mittee of pay-table of the colony of Connecticut, that I have 

not advanced, to any of the regiments from that 825 

any money except the ſum of ſeven thouſand one hundred and 

ſeventy-two dollars and one-ninth, on the twentieth of Novem- 

ber laſt, to major- general Putnam, for the thirty- fourth regi- 

ment under his command. I ſhould have paid them in the ſame 

manner I did the reſt of the army, had I not been prevented 

by the colonels, who expreſſed their inclination to receive the 

whole at once, upon their 1eturn home, at the expiration of 
ſervice, as was cuſtomary in their colony. For this reaſon, I 

never included them in-my eſtimates of money, and have made 
no proviſion for their payment, always imagining that whatever 
payments the colony made them, Congreſs would apply to their 
credit in the general account againſt the United Colonies, ar 
refund upon application. e . 

I have the honor to be, &c. _ ee. 


* — 8 


Sn, i Cambridge, Feb. 14, 1776. 
THROUGH you, I beg leave to lay before Congreſs the 
anclofed- letter from lord Drummond to general Robertſon, 
which came to my hands a few days ago, in order to be ſeat in- 
to Boſton. e | | | 
As I never heard of his lordſhip being veſted with power to 
treat with Congreſs upon the ſubje& of our grievances, nor of 
his having laid any propoſitions before them for an accommo- 
dation, I confeſs it ſurpriſed me much, and led me to form va- 
rious conjectures of his motives, and intended application to 
1 Howe and admiral Shuldham for a paſſport, for the 
afe - conduct of ſuch deputics as Congreſs might appoint for ne- 
gotiating terms of reconciliation between Great- Britain and us. 
Whatever his intentions are, however benevolent his deſigns 
9 | | may 


V 


e 


and made their retreat. 


iy be, I confeſs that his letter has embarraſſed me much; and 


J am not without ſuſpicion of its meaning more than the gener- 


dus purpoſes it profeſſes. I ſhould ſuppoſe, that, if the mode 


for negotiation, which he points out, ſhould be adopted (which 


I hope will never be thought of), it ought to have been fi ed 
and ſettled previous to any application of this ſort ; and at beſt, 


that his conduct in this inſtance is premature and officious, and 
leading to conſequences of a fatal and injurious nature to the 
rights of this country. His zeal and deſire, perhaps, of an a- 
micable and conſtitutional adjuſtment's taking place may have 
ſuggeſted and precipitated the meaſure. Be that as it may, I 
thought it of too much importance, to ſuffer it to go in without 
having the expreſs direction of Congreſs for that purpoſe; 


and that it was my indifpenſable duty to tranſmit them the ori- 


gina, to make fuch interpretations and inferences as they may 
ink right. FOE © n | | 
Mleſſrs. Willard and Child, who were ſent to Nova- Scotia in 
purſuance of the reſolve of Congreſs, have juſt returned, and 
made their report, which I do myſelf the honor to incloſe you. 
They have not anſwered the purpoſes of their commiſſion by a- 


ny means, as they only went a little way into that country, and 
found their intelligence upon the information of others. Vou 
will ſee the reafons they aſſign in excuſe or juſtification of their 


conduct, in the report itſelf. | . 
Laſt night a party of regulars, ſaid to be about five hundred, 
landed on Dorcheſter neck, and burned ſome of the houſes 


there, which were of no value to us; nor would they have been, 


unleſs we take poſt there: they then might be of ſome ſervice. 
A detachment went after them as ſoon as the fire was diſcover- 
ed: but, before it could arrive, they had executed their plan, 

Incloſed is a letter for David Franks, eſquire, from Mr. 
Chamier in Boſton, upon the ſubject of victualling ſuch of the 
King's troops as may be priſoners within the limits of His con- 
was, which I beg the favor of you to deliver him, and that 
proper agents may be appointed by him, to ſee that it is done. 
I could wiſh too, that Congreſs would fall upon ſome mode for 
ſupplying the officers with ſuch money as they may really ſtand 
in need of, and depute proper perſons for that purpoſe, and 
furniſhing the privates with ſuch cloathing as may be abſolutely 
neceſſary. I am applied to, and wearied by their repeated re- 
queſts, In ſome inſtances I have defired the committees to 
give the priſoners within their appointments, what they ſhould 


judge abſolutely neceſſary for their ſupport,—as the only means 
| in 


| 
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in my power of*relieving their diſtreſs, —but I imagine, that, 
if there were perſons to ſuperintend this buſineſs, their wants 
would be better attended to, and many exorbitant charges pre- 
vented and laved to the continent; and the whole would then 
be brought into a proper account. . 
I am, fir, with great eſteem, &. + Ay We 
P. 8. I ſend a return of the ſtrength of the regiments. 


$m, Cambridge, Feb. 18, 1776. 
IEE late freezing weather having formed ſome pretty 
ſtrong. ice from Dorcheſter point to Boſton neck, and from 


* 


. Roxbury to the Common, thereby affording a more expanded. 
and conſequently a lefs dangerous approach to the town, I could. 
not help thinking, —notwithſtanding the militia were not all. 
come in, and we had little or no. powder to begin out operation 
by a regular cannonade or bombardment, —that a bold and re- 
ſolute aſſault upon the troops in Boſton with ſuch men as we 
had (for it could not take many men to guard aur own lines at 
a time when the enemy were attacked in all quarters) might be 
crowned with ſucceſs: and therefore, ſeeing no certain proſpect 
of a ſupply of powder on the one hand, and a certain diffolution ; 
of the ice on the other, I called the general officers together, 
for their opinion, agreeably to the reſolve of Congreſs, of the 
twenty-ſecond of December. : +24 . 

The reſult will appear in the incloſed council of war; and, 
being almoſt unanimous, I muſt ſuppoſe. it to be right; al- 
though, from a thorough conviction of the neceſſity of attempt- 

ing ſomething againſt the miniſterial troops before a reinforce- 
ment ſhould arrive, and while we were favored with the ice, L 
was not only ready, but willing, and deſirous of making the aſ- 
fault, under a firm hope) if the men would have ſtood by me) 
of a favorable iſſue, notwithſtanding the enemy's advantage of 
f ery, Kc... 7. 

Perhaps the irkſomeneſs of my ſituation may have given dif- 
ferent ideas to me, than thoſe which influenced the gentlemen 
I conſulted, and might have inclined me to put more to the 
hazard, than was conſiſtent with prudence :--if it had, þ am 
not ſenſible of it, as I endeavored to give it all the conſidera- 
tion that a matter of ſuch importance required. True it is, 
and I cannot help acknowledging, that I have many diſagreea- 
ble ſenſations on account of my ſituation: for, to have the eyes 
of the whole continent fixed with anxious expeRation of hear- 

ing 
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ing of ſome great event. and to be reſtrained in ery military 


operation, for want of the neceſſarx means of cartying it on, - 
is not very pleaſing, eſpecially as the means uſed to tonteal my 
weakneſs from the enemy, conceal it-alſo from our friends, ank 


add to their wonder. ; 


I do not utter this by way of complaint. I am ſenſible that 


all that the Congreſs could do, 'they have done; and I ſhould 
feel feel moſt powerfully the weight of conſcious ingratitude, 
were I not to acknowledge this. But as we have accounts of 
the arrival of powder in captain Maſon, I would beg to have it 
ſent on in the moſt expedifious manner: otherwiſe we not only 


loſe all chance of the benefits feſulting from the ſeaſon, but of 


the militia, who are brought in at à moſt enormous expenſe, 
upon a preſumption that we ſhould; long ere this, have been 


amply. ſupplied with powder, under the contracts entered into 


with the committee of Congreſs. 


The militia, contrary to an expreſs requiſition, ate come 


and coming in without ammunition. To ſupply, them alone 
with twenty-four rounds (which is lefs, by three-fifths, than 


the regulars are ſerved with) will take between fifty and fixty 
barrels of powder; and to complete the other troops to the like 
quantity, will take neat as much more, and leave in ſtore not | 


more that about ſixty barrels, beſides a few rounds of cannon 
cartridges ready filled for uſe. This, fit, Congreſs may be aſ- 


ſured, 1s a true ſtate of our powder, and will, I hope, bear 


ſome teſtimony of my incapacity for action in ſuch a way as may 
do any eſſential ſervice. | - * TS 274.9 


February 21. When 1 began this lettet, 1 propoſed to have 


ſent it by expreſs. But recollecting that all my late letters 
have been as expreſſive of my want of powder and arms as I 
could paint them, and that Mr. Hooper was to ſet off in a day 
or two, I thought it unneceſſary to run the continent to the ex- 
penſe of an expreſs, merely to repeat what I had fo often done 
before, when I am certain that Congreſs, knowing our neceſſi- 
ties, will delay no time that can poſſible be avoided in fupply- 
ing thetn, 7s 8175 77 
My duty is offered to Congreſs; and, with great reſpect and 
eſteem, I have the honor to be, &c. e F- -y 
P. 8. Hearing of the artival of a ſmall parcel of powder 
in Connecticut, I have been able to obtain three thoaſand 
weight of it, which is in addition to the fixty barrels before 
mentioned. 4 f e e A 17 E6-2ES > ©, 1 +68 . 
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Sm, 7 0%: Fes © Cambridge, Feb. 26, 1776. 


46.16 HAD the honor of addreſſing you on the eighteenth 
and twenty-firſt inſtant, by Mr. Hooper; fince which, nothing 


matetial has occurred. —_— 

We are making every neceſſary preparation for taking poſleſ- 
fon of Dorcheſter heights as ſoon as poſſible, with a view of 
drawing the enemy out. How far our expectations may be an- 
firered, time only can determine: but I ſhould think, if any 
thing will induce them to hazard an engagement, it will be our 


+ ++ 


fays that the inhabitants of the town generally believe that they 
are about to remove either to New-York or Virginia, and that 
every veſſel in the harbor, on tueſday laſt, was taken up for go- 
vernment's ſervice, and two months* pay advanced them. 
Whether they really intend to embark, or whether the whole 
is 2 feint, is impoſſible for me to tell. However I have thought 
it expedient to ſend an expreſs to general Lee, to inform him 
of it (in order that he may not be taken by ſurpriſe, if their 
deſtination ſhould be againit New-York),—and continued bim 
on to you. If they do embark, I think the poſſeſſing them- 
ſelves of that place, and of the North river, is the object 
they have in view, thereby ſecuring the communication with 
Canada, and rendering the intercourſe between the northern 
and fouthern United Colonies exceedingly precarious and dif- 
ficult. To prevent them from effecting their plan, is a mat- 
ter of the higheſt importance, and will require a large and 
reſpectable army, and the moſt vigilant and judicious exer- 


: Since I wrote by Mr. Hooper, ſome ſmall parcels of powder 
have arrived from Connecticut, which will give us a little aſſiſt- 
ance. | | 


On thurſday night a party of our men at Roxbury. made the 
* 5 __ enemy's 


. 
-# 


neceſſary, 


*. 
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enemy's out-centuries, conſiſting of a corporal and two priyates, 
priſoners, without firing a gun or giving the leaft alarm.” 
I ſhall be as attentive to the enemy's motions as I' can, and 
obtain all the intelligence in my power; and, if I find them 
embark, ſhall in the moſt expeditious manner detach'a part of 
the light troops to New-York, and repair thither myſelf if cir- 
cumſtances ſhall require it. I ſhall be better able to Judge 
what to do, when the matter happens. At preſent, I car ont 
ly ſay that I will do every thing that ſhall- apps proper and 
Four letter of the twelfth inſtant, by colonel Bull, came to 
hand yeſterday evening: and I ſhall, agreeable to your reconi- 
mendation, pay proper notice to him. I 1 came 
very ſeaſonably, as our treaſury was juſt exhauſted, and nothing 
can be done here without it. r ee 
I have the honor to be, kee. CS. W. 
P. 8. This was intended to have been ſent by exprefs: but 
meeting with a private opportunity, the exprefs was counter - 


manded. 


0 
» 
> 6. 


ON the twenty-fixth ultimo I had the honor of addreffing 
you, and then mentioned-that we were making preparations for 
taking poſſeſſion of Dorcheſter heights.—I now beg leave to in- 
form you, that, a council of general officers having determine 
a previous bombardment and cannonade expedient and proper, 
in order to harraſs the enemy and divert their attention from 
that quarter, on ſaturday, ſanday, and a . laſt, we 
carried them on from our poſts at Coble-hill, Leechmore's- 
point, and Lam's-dam. Whether they did the enemy any con- 
ſiderable and what injury, I have nat yet heard, but have the 
pleaſure to acquaint you that they greatly facilitated our ſchemes, 
and would have been attended with ſucceſs equal to our moſt ſan- 
guine expectations, had it not been for the unlucky burſting of 
two thirteen, and three ten-inch mortars, among which was the 
braſs one taken in the ordnance brig. To what cauſe to attri- 
bute this misfortune, I know not,—whether to any defect in 
them, or to the inexperience of the bombardiers. But to re- 
turn, —on monday evening, as ſoon as our firing commenced, a 
conſiderable detachment of our men, under the command of 
brigadier-general Thomas, eroſſed the neck, aud took poſſeſſion 
of the two hills, without the leaſt interruption or annoyance 
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the enemy ; and. by. their great activity and induſtry, be- 
e the morning, advanced the works ſo far as to be ſecure a- 


f pats their ſhot. They are now going on with ſuch expedition, 


that an. a, little time 1 hope they will be complete, and enable 


bur tzoops ſtationd there to make a vigorous and obſtinate ſtand. 
| During the whole cannonade, which was inceffant the laſt two 


mghts, we were fortunate enough to loſe but two men,—one, 
2 licutenant, by a cannon. balls taking off his thigh, — the other, 
a private, by the exploſion of 2 ſhell, which alſo ſlightly wound- 
ed four or five more. | 
Our taking poſſeſſion of Dorcheſter heights 3 is only prepara- 
tory. to taking. poſt. on Nuke-hill, and the points oppoſite the 
ſouth end of. Boſton. It was abſolutely neceſſary that they 


mould be previouſly fortified, i in order to cover and command 


them. As ſoon as the works on the former are finiſhed and 
complete, meaſures will be immediately adopted for ſecuring 
the latter, and making them as ſtrong and defenſible as we can. 
Their contiguity to the enemy will make them of much import- 


- ance, and of great ſervice to us. 


As mortars are eſſential, and indiſpenſably neceſſary for car- 
Tying on our operations, and for the proſecution ef our plans, I 
have applied to two furnaces to have ſome thirteen inch ones 
caft with all expedition imaginable, and am encouraged to hope, 
from the accounts I have had, that they will be able to do it. 
When they are done, and a proper ſupply of powder obtained, 
J flatter myſelf, from the poſts we have juſt taken and are K ee. 
to take, that it will be in our power to force the miniſterial 
troops to an attack, or bn, diſpoſe. of chem i in ſome way that will 
be of advantage to us. I think from theſe polts they will be 
fo galled and. annoyed, that they muſt either give us battle or 


quit their preſent poſſeſſions. I am reſolved that nothing on 


my pert ſhall be wanting, to. effect the one or the other. 
It having been the general opinion that the enemy would at- 
tempt to diſlodge our people from the hills, and force their 
works ae ſoon as they were diſcovered, which probably might 
have brought on a general engagement,—it was thought ad- 
viſable that the honorable council ſhould be applied to, to order 
in the militia from the neighboring and adjacent towns. I wrote 
to them on the ſubject, which they moſt readily complied with: 
and in Juſtice to the militia, I cannot but inform you that they 
came in at the appointed time, and manifeſted the greateſt alert- 
neſs and determined reſolution to have acted like men engaged 
in the cauſe of freedom, 
When the enemy firſt diſcoyered our works i in the morning, 
they 


* 


hi 
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they ſeemed to be in great confuſion, and, fłom their” move- 
ments, to have intended an. attack. It is much te be withed 
that it had been made: the event, I think, muſt have been 


| fortunate, and noting leſs than ſucceſs and victory on out fide, 


as our officers and men appeared impatient for the appeal, and 
to have poſſeſſed the moſt animated ſentiments and determined 
reſolution. | 8 | oy 3 3 7 1 
On tueſday evening a conſiderable number of their troops 
embarked on board of their tranſports, and fell down to the 
caſtle, where part of them landed before dark. One or two of 
the veſſels got a-ground, and were fired at by our people with 
a field- piece, but without any damage. — What was the deſign 
of this embarkation and landing, I have not been able to learn. 
It would ſeem as if they meant an attack; for it is moſt proba- 
ble, that, if they make one on our works at Dorcheſter at this 
time, they will. firſt go to. the caſtle, and come from 'thence. 
If ſuch was their deſign, a violent ſtorm that night, and which 
laſted till eight o'clock the next day, rendered the execution 
of it impracticable. It carried one or two of their veſſels a- 
thore, which have ſince got off. N N 
In caſe the mĩniſterial troops had made an attempt to diſlodge 
our men from Dorcheſter hills, and the number detached upon, 
the occaſion had been ſo great as to have afforded a orobability of 
a ſucceſsful attack's being made upon Boſton,—on a ſignal given 
from Roxbury, for that purpoſe, agreeable to a ſettled and con- 
certed plan, four thouſand choſen men, who were held in rea- 
dineſs, were to have embarked at the mouth of Cambridge ri- 


ver, in two diviſions, the firſt under the command of brigadier- 


general Sullivan, the ſecond under brigadier-general Greene, 
—the whole to have been commanded; by major-general Put- 
nam. The firſt diviſion was to land at the powder-houſe; and 
gain poſſeſſion of Beacon-hill and Mount-Horam,—the: ſecond 
at Barton's point or a little ſouth of it, and, after ſecuring that 
poſt, to join the other diviſion, and force the enemy's gates and 
works at the neck, for letting in the Roxbury troops. Three 
floating batteries were to have preceded, and gone in front of 
the other boats, and kept up a heavy fire on that part of the 
town where our men were to land. „„ | 
Ho far our views would have ſucceeded, had an opportu- 


_ nity offered for attempting the execution, is impoſſible for me 


to ſay: nothing leſs than experiment could determine with pre- 
ciſion. The plan was thought to be well digeſted; and, as far 
as I could judge from the cheerfulneſs and alacrity which diſ- 


tinguiſhed 


* 


86 GENERAL WASHINGTON. 


tinguiſhed the officers and mem who were to engage in the en» 
terpriſe, I had reaſon to hope for a favorable and happy iſſue. 
The militia who were ordered in from the adjacent towns 
brought with them three day's proviſion. They were only 
called upon to act under the idea of an attack's being immedi. 
ately made, and were all diſcharged this afternoon. 

1 beg leave to remind Congreſs that three major-generals are 
Eſſential and neceſſary for this army; and that, by general Lee's 


being called from hence to the the command in Canada, the 


left divifion is without one. I hope they will fill up the vacan- 
Ey by the appointment of another. General 'Thomas is the 
firſt brigadier, ſtands fair in the point of reputation, and is ef- 
teemed a brave and good officer. If he is promoted, there 
will be a vacancy in the brigadier-generals, which it will be 


neceflary to ſupply by the appointment of ſome other gentleman 
that ſhall be agreeable to Congreſs: but juſtice requires me to 


mention that William "Thompſon, eſquire, of the rifle regiment, 
is the firſt colonel in this department, and, as far as I have had 
an opportunity of judging, is a' good officer and a man of cou- 


rage. What I have ſaid of theſe two gentlemen, I conceived 
to be my duty, at the ſame time acknowledging, whatever pro- 


motions are made will be ſatisfaftory to me. 


March g._——Yeſterday evening, a captain Irvine, who eſ- 


caped from Boſton: the night before, with fix of his crew, came 
to head-quarters, and gave the following intelligence: That 
our bombardment and cannonade cauſed a great deal of ſurpriſe 
and alarm in town, as many of the ſoldiery ſaid they never 


heard or thought we had mortars or ſhells ;—that ſeveral of the 


officers acknowledged they were well and properly direfted;— 
that they made much diftreſs and confuſion ;—that the cannon- 


ſhot, for the greateſt part, went through the houſes ; and he 


was told that one took off the legs and arms of fix men lying 
in the barracks on the neck ;—that a ſoldier, who came from 
the lines there on tueſday morning, informed him that twenty 
men had been wounded'the night before :—it was reported that 


others were alſo hurt, and one of the light-horſe torn to pieces 


by the exploſion of a ſhell: this was afterwards contradicted:) 
— that, early on tueſday morning, admiral Shvldham,"' diſco- 
vering the works our people were throwing up on Dorcheſter 
heights, immediately ſent an expreſs to general Howe, to in- 


form him that it was neceſſary they ſhould be attacked and dil- 


lodged from thence, or he would be under the neceſſity of with- 


drawing the ſhips from the harbor, which were under his com- 
mand ;—that preparations were directly made for that purpoſe, 


* 
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as it was ſaid; and, from twelve to two o'clock, about three 
| thouſand men embarked on board the tranſports, which fell 
down to the caſtle with a deſign of landing on that part of Dor- 
cheſter next to it, and attacking our works on the heights at 
five o'clock the next morning that lord Percy was appointed 
to command ;—that it was generally believed the attempt would 
have been made, had it not been for the violent ſtorm which 
happened that night, as I have mentioned before z— that he 
heard ſeveral of the privates, and one or two ſerjeants, ſay as 
they were embarking, * that it would be another Bunker's-hill 
affair,” 1 . 

He further informs“ that the army is preparing to leave 
Boſton, and that they will do it in a day or two ;—that the 
tranſports neceſſary for their embarkation were getting ready 
with the utmoſt expedition; that there had been great move- 
ments and confuſion among the troops, the night and day pre- 
ceding his coming out, in hurrying down their cannon, artil- 
lery and other ſtores, to the wharfs, with the utmoſt precipita- 
tion, and they were putting them on board the ſhips in ſuch 
haſte, that no account or memorandum was taken of them ;— 
that moſt of the cannon were removed from their works, and 
embarked or embarking ;—that. he heard a woman ſay, whom 
he took to be an officer's wife, that ſhe had ſeen men' go under 
the ground at the lines on the neck, without returning that 
the ſhip he commanded was taken up, places fitted, and fitting 
for officers to lodge, and ſeveral ſhot, ſhells, and cannon alrea- 
dy on board; that the tories were to have the liberty of going 
where they pleaſe, if they can get ſeamen to man the veſſels, 
of whom there was a great ſcarcity ;—that, on that account, 
many veſſels could not be carried away, and would be burned; 
that many of the inhabitants apprehended the town would be 
deſtroyed; and that it was generally thought their deſtination 
is Halifax.“ | 1 75 


The account given by captain Irvine, as to the embarkation, 


and their being about to leave the town, I believe true. There 
are other circumſtances corroborating; and it ſeems fully con- 
firmed by a paper ſigned by four of the ſelect-men of the town 
(a copy of which I have the honor to incloſe you), which was 
brought out yeſterday evening by a flag, and delivered to colo- 
nel Learned, by major Baſſet of the tenth regiment, who de- 
ſired it might be delivered me as ſoon as poſſible. I adviſed 
with ſuch of the general officers upon the occafion, as I could 
immediately aſſemble; and we determined it right (as it was not 
addrefled to me or any one elſe, nor authenticated by the ſig- 
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nature of general Howe, or any other act obliging him to 
performance of the promiſe mentioned on his part) that I fhould 
give it no anſwer; at the ſame time, that a letter ſhould be re- 
turned, as going from colonel Learned, ſignifying his having 
laid it before me, — with the reaſons afſighed oy not-anſwering 
it. — A copy of this is ſent. 

To-night I ſhall have a battery thrown up on Nukezhilt 
(Dorchetter point) with a deſign of acting as circumſtances 
may require ; it being judged adviſable to proſecute our plans 
of fortification as we intended, before this information from the 
ſeleck- men came. 

It being agreed on all hands that there is no poſſibility of 
Ropping them in caſe they determine to go, —I ſhall order 
look-outs to be kept upon all the head-lands, to difcover their 
movements and courſe, and moreover direct commodore Manly 
and his little ſquadron to dog them, as well for the ſame pur- 
pole as for picking up any of their "veſſels that may chance to 
depart their convoy. From their loading with ſuch precipi- 
tancy, it is preſumable they will not be in the beſt condition 
for fea, - 

If the miniſterial troops evacuate the town and leave it 
ſtanding, I have thoughts of taking, meaſures for fortifying the 
entrance into the harbor, if it ſhall be thought proper, and the 
ſituation of affairs will admit of it. 

Notwithſtanding the report from Boſton that Halifax is ths 
place of their deſtination, I have no doubt but they are going 
to the ſouthward of this,—and, I apprehend,'to New-York: 
Many reaſons lead to this opinion: it is in ſome meaſure corro- . 
borated by their ſending an expreſs ſhip there, which, on wed- 
neſday week, got on ſhore and bilged at Cape-· Cod. The dif- 
patches, if written, were deſtroyed when ſhe was boarded. She 
had a parcel of coal, and about four thouſand cannon-ſhot, fix 
carriage-guns, a ſwivel or two, and three barrels of powder. 

I ſhall hold the riflemen and other parts of our troops in 
readineſs to march at a moment's warning, and govern my 
movements by the events that happen, or ſuch orders as I may 
receive from Congreſs, which I beg may be ample, and for- 
warded with all poffible expedition. 

On the fixth inftant, a thip bound from London, with ftorcs 
for the miniſterial army, conſiſting of coal, porter, and Krout, 
fell in with our armed veſſels, four of them in company, and 
was carried into Portſmouth. She had had a long paſſage, and 
of courſe brought no papers of late date. The ovly letters of 

| | importance, 


tranſmitting it ſooner. 
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importance, or in the leaſt intereſting, that were found, I dare 


iheloſed. | | Faw 06-4667 2974 1655 | 
I beg leave to mention to Congreſs. that money is much 


wanted. The militia from theſe governments, engaged till 
the firſt of Aptil, are then to be paid: and, if we march from 


hence, the expenſe will be very conſiderable, muſt be defrayed, 
and cannot be accompliſhed without it. The neceflity of mak - 
ing the earlieſt remittance, for theſe purpoſes is too obvious, 
tor me to add more. 4 1 TY 35-0 ood at e 
When I wrote that part of this letter which is antecedent to 
this date, I fully expected it would have gone before now by 
colonel Bull, not deeming it of ſufficient importance to fend a 
ſpecial meſſenger. But he deferred his return from time to 
time, and never ſet off till to-day. Theſe reaſons I hope will 
excule. the delay, and be received as a proper apology for not 


G. W. 


I have the honor to be, &c. | 

Stk, + 11 Cambridge, March 13, 1776. 
IN my letter of the ſeventh. and ninth. inſtant which I 
had the honor of addreſſing you, I mentioned the intelli- 
gence I had received reſpecting the embarkation of the troops 
from Boſton; and fully expected, before this, that the town 
would have been entirely evacuated. . Although I have been 
deceived, and was rather premature-in the opinion I had then 
formed, I have little reaſon. te doubt but the event will take 


place in a very ſhort time, as other accounts which have come 
to hand fince, of the ſailing of a great number of tranſports 


from the harbor of Nantaſket road, and many. circumſtances 


correſponding therewith, ſeem to confirm and render it un- 
queſtionable. x o . 
Whether the town will be deſtroyed, is a matter of much 
uncertainty : but it would ſeem, from the deſtruction they are 
making of ſundry pieces of furniture, of many of their waggons, 


carts, &c. which they cannot take with them as it is ſaid, that 


it will not: for, if they intended it, the whole might be involv- 
ed in one general ru. | | 
Holding it of the laſt importance in the preſent conteſt that 
we ſhould ſecure New-York, and prevent the enemy from poſ- 
ſefling it, and conjecturing they have views of that fort, and 
their embarkation to be for that purpoſe, —1 judged it neceſſa- 
ry, under the ſituation of things here, to call a council of * 
| | 8 ra 


4 Meck Hwde- * 
i . * . F 
* 

r 


n 


— 3 = — 


5 1 Nr : 
2 TT ER I TT Wort oe 
y r ⁰ [ WE boy 7 pt. 


* 
SY 5 


go SENERAL WASHINGTON? 


ral officers to conſult of ſuch meaſures as might be expedient to 
be taken at this intereſting conjuncture of affairs. A copy of . 


the proceedings I have the honor to incloſe you. 


* Agreeable to the opinion of the council, I hall detec the 


rifle regiment to-morrow, under the command of brigadier-ge- 


neral Sullivan, with orders to repair to New-York with all 


poſſible expedition ;—which will be ſucceeded, the day after, 


by the other five in one brigade, —they being "all that it was 


thought adviſable to ſend from hence till the enemy ſhall-have 
quitted the town. Immediately upon their departure, I ſhall 


ſend forward major-general Putnam, and follow myſelf with 


the remainder of the army as ſoon as I have it in my power, — 


leaving here ſuch a number of men as circumſtances may ſeem 


to require. 


As the badneſs of the yonds + at this FI will greatly retard 


the march of our men, I have, by advice of the general officers,” 


wrote to governor Trumbull by this expreſs, to uſe his utmoſt 
_ exertions for throwing a reinforcement of two thouſand men 
into New-York, from the weſtern parts of Connecticut, —and 
to the commanding officer there, to apply to the provincial 
convention or committee of ſafety of New-Jerſey, for a thou- 
ſand more for the fame purpoſe, to oppoſe the enemy and pre- 
vent their getting poſſeſſion, in caſe they arrive before the troops 

hence can get there; of which there is a probability, un- 


leſs they are impeded by contrary winds, - This meaſure, 


though it may be attended with conſiderable expenſe, I flatter 


myſelf, will meet with the approbation of Congreſs.—Paſt ex- 
perience, and the lines in Boſton and on Boſton neck, point 


out the propriety, and ſuggeſt the neceſſity of Keeping our ene- 
mies from gaining poſſeſſion and making a lodgment. | 
Should their . deſtination be further ſouthward, or for Hal; 


fax (as reported in Boſton) for the purpoſe of going into Cana- 


da, —the march of our troops to New-York will place them 
nearer the ſcene of action, and more convenient for affording 
ſuccours. 

We have not taken poſt on Nuke:hill, and fortiſied it, as 
ed that we ſhould, in my laft. Gn hearing that the 
enemy were about to retreat and leave the town, it was thought 
imprudent and unadviſable to force them with too much pre- 


25 cipitation, that we might gain a little time, and prepare for a 


march. To- morrow . we ſhall take poſſeſſion, unlefs 
_ are gone. 
As New-York is of ſuch importance, —prudence and policy 


require that every precaution that can be deviſed ſhould be 


adopted 


rn —_— - —— IR 
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adopted, to fruſtrate the deſigns which the enemy have of 
ſeſſing it. To this end I have ordered veſſels to be provided 


and held ready at Norwich, for the embarkation and tranſpor- ; 


tation of our troops thither. This I have done with a view not 
only of greatly expediting their arrival (as it will fave ſeveral 
days? marching), but alſo that they may be freſh and fit for i in- 
trenching and throwing up works of defence er 
get there, if they do not meet the enemy to content 


for neither of which would they be in a proper condition after | 


a long and fatiguing march in bad roads. If Wallace, with his 
ſhips, ſhould be appriſed of the meaſure, and attempt to prevent. 
it by ſtopping up the harbor of New-London, they can but 
purſue their march by land. 

You will pleaſe to 1 . that it is the opinion of the gene- 
ral officers, if the enemy abandon the town, that it will be un- 
neceſſary to employ or keep any part of this army for its de- 
fence; and that I have mentioned, on that event's happening, 
I ſhall immediately repair to N ew-York with the remainder of 
the army not now detached, leaving only fuch a number of men 


here as. circumſtances may ſeem to require. What I partly al- 
lude to, is, that, as it will take a conſiderable time for the re- 
moval of ſuch a body of men, and the diviſions muſt precede 


each other in ſuch order as to allow intermediate time ſufficient 


for them to be covered and provided for, and many things 


done previous to the march of the whole, for ſecuring and for- 
warding ſuch neceſſaries as cannot be immediate ly carried, and: 
others which may be proper to keep here, —that directions 
might be received from Congreſs reſpecting the ſame, and as 
many men ordered to remain for that and other purpoſes, as 
they may judge proper. I could wiſh to have their commands. 
upon the fu ubject, and in time; as I may be under ſome degree 
of embarraſſment as to their views. 


Congreſs having been pleaſed to appoint colonel Thompſon 


a brigadier general, there is a vacancy for a colonel in the re- 
giment he commanded, to which I would beg leave to recom- 
mend the lieutenaut-colonel Hand. I ſhall alſo take the liber- 
ty of recommending captain Hugh Stephenſon, of the Virgiaia. 
riflemen, to ſucceed colonel Hand, and to be appointed in his 


place as a lieutenant-colonel, —there being no major to the re- 


giment ſince the promotion of major Magraw to be lieutenant - 
colonel af one of the Pennſylvania battalions, and who is gone 
from hence. He is, in my opinion, the fitteſt perſon in this; 
army for it, as well as-the oldeſt captain in the ſervice; having. 
. himſelf at the head of a rifle company all the laſt 


war, 
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war, and highly en the hy e of his e Wend off. 
cers. 


pe Colonel MiMin ate me to-day of his having ted 


tent-cloths from Mr. Barrell of Philadelphia, to the amount of 
feven thouſand five hundred pounds ow ata currency, and 
applied for a warrant for payment of it. But, as our fund is 
low, and many neceflary demands againſt it which muſt be ſa- 
tisfied,—and our calls for money are and will be exceedingly 
reat, I could not grant it, thisking it might be convenient 
2 payment to be made 3 in Philadelphia, by i. order on the 

treaſury there, ** 
1 have the honor to be, Ke. 6. w. 


Six, ; Head. Quarter, Cambridge, March 19, 1776, 
IT is with the greate pleaſure I inform you, that, on 
ſunday laſt, the ſeventeenth inſtant, about nine o*clock in the 


forenoon, the -miniflerial army \evacuated the town of Boſton, 
and that the forces of the United Colonies are now in actual 


poſſeſſion thereof. I beg leave to congratulate you, fir, and 


the honorable Congreſs, on this happy event, and particularly 
as it was effected without endangering the lives and property 
of the remaining unhappy inhabitants. 

I have great reaſon to imagine their flight was precipitated 
by the appearance of a work which I had ordered to be thrown 
up laft ſaturday night on an eminence at Dorcheſter, which lay 
neareſt to Boſton neck, called Nuke-hill. 

The town, although it has ſuffered greatly, is not in ſo bad 
a ſtate as I expected to find it; and I have a particular plea- 
ſure in-being able to inform you, fir, that your houſe has re- 
ceived no damage worth mentioning. Your furniture is in to- 
Jerable order, and the family pictures are all left entire and 
untouched, Captain Cazneau takes charge of the whole, un- 
til he ſhall receive further orders from you. | 

As ſoon as the miniſterial troops had quitted the town, I or- 
dered a thouſand men (who had had the ſmall-pox), under 
command of general Putnam, to take poſſeſſion! of the heights, 
which I ſhall endeavor to fortify in ſuch a manner as to pre- 
vent their return, ſhould they attempt it. But, as they are 
Mill in the harbor, I thought it not prudent to march off with 


the main body of the army until I ſhould be fully ſatisfied they 


had _ the conſt; I have therefore only detached five re- 
- giments, 


Fiments, beſides the rifle battalion, to New-York; and ſhalt 
Reef the remainder here till all ſuſpicion of their return ceaſes. 

Ihe ſituation in which 1 found their works evidently diſco- 
d that their retrèat was made with the greateſt precipita- 
tion. They have left their barracks and other works of wood 
at Bunker's-hill, &c. all ſtanding, and have deſtroyed but a 


{mall part of their lines. They have allo left a number of. fine 


pieces of cannon” which they firſt ſpiked up, alſo a very large 
iron mortar ; and, as I am informed, they have thrown another 
over the end of your wharf. I have employed proper perſons 
to drill the cannon, and doubt not I ſhall ſave the moſt of them. 
AI am not yet able to procure an exact lift of all the ſtores 
they have left. As ſoon as it can be done, I ſhall take care to 
tranſmit it to you. From an eſtimate of what the quarter-maſ- 
ter-general has already diſcovered, the amount wiil be twenty- 
five or thirty thouſand pounds. 


Part of the powder mentioned in yours of the Gxth inſtant 


has already arrived. The remainder I have ordered to be 


ſtopped on the road, as we ſhall have no occaſion tor it here.— 


The letter to general Thomas, I immediately ſent to him. He 
defired leave for three or four days, to ſettle ſome of his pri- 
vate affairs; after which, he will ſet out for his command in 
Canada. — I am happy chat my conduct in np 0m mes 


Drummond's letter is approved of by an re +a 
I have the honor: to hey) &c. e | Gi W. 
CRF 1 nne 8 R 
bs 8 Hg in 4 . Merch 24, 1776. 


WHENI bad ths homer to addreſs you on the nineteenth 
june upon the evacuation of the town of Boſton by the mi- 
niſterial army, I fully expected, as their retreat and embarka- 
tion were hurried and precipitate, that, before now, they would 
have departed the harbor, and been far in their paſſage to the 
place of their deſtination. But, to my wt and difappoint- 
ment, the fleet is ſtill in Nantaſket road. The purpoſe induc- 
ing their ſtay is altogether unknown: nor can I Tuggeſt any 
ſatisfaQory reaſon for it. On wedneſday night laſt, before the 
whole of the fleet fell down to Nantaſket, they demoliſhed the 
caſtle and houſes belonging to it, by burning them down, and 
the ſeveral fortifications. 'They left u great number of cannon; 
but have rendered all of them, except a very few, entirely uſe- 
1 Io AY off the trunnions; and thoſe 115 ſpiked 4 
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74 __ GENERAL WASHING TON's : 
but they may be made ſerviceable again :—ſome are already 


done. | 


There are ſeveral veſſels in the docks, which were taken by 
the enemy (ſome with, and others without cargoes), which dif- 


ferent perſons claim as their property and right. Are they to 
be reſtored to their former owners on making proof of their 
title, or to belong to the continent, as captures made from the 


enemy. :—I wiſh Congreſs would direct a mode of proceeding ., 


againit them, and eſtabliſh a rule for decifion : they appear to 
me to be highly neceſſary. In like manner, ſome of the cans 
non which are in Boſton are ſaid to have come from the caſtle. 
Suppoling them,. with thoſe. remaining at the caſtle, to have 
been purchaſed by and provided originally at the expenſe of 
this province, —are they now to be conſidered as belonging to 


it, or to the public? I beg leave to refer the matter to the 
opinion of Congreſs, and pray their direction how I am to con- 


duct reſpeting them. eg hogs 71 
It having been ſuggeſted to me that there was conſiderable 

property, Ke. belonging to perſons who had, from. the firſt of 

the preſent unhappy conteſt, manifeſted an unfriendly and inve- 


terate diſpoſition, in the town of Boſton, I thought it prudent. 


to write to the honorable general court upon the ſubject, that 


it might be inquired after and ſecured. A copy of the letter 


I. herewith ſend: you, and ſubmit it to Congreſs threugh you, 
whether they will not determine how it is to be diſpoſed of, 


and as to the appropriation of the money ariſing from the ſale 


of the ſame. | 


As ſoon as the town was abandoned by the enemy, I judged 


it adviſable, to ſecure the ſeveral heights, leſt they ſhould at- 
tempt to return; and, for this purpoſe, have cauſed a large and 


ſtrong work to be thrown. up at Fort-hill, a poſt of great im- 
portance, as it commands the whole harbor, and, when forti- 


fied, if properly ſupported, will greatly annoy any fleet the ene - 
my may ſend againſt the town, and render the landing of their 


troops exceedingly difficult, if not impracticable. This work 


is almoſt done, and in a little time will be complete: and, that 


the communication between the town and country may be free 


and open, I have ordered all the lines upon the neck to be im- 
mediately deſtroyed, and the other works on the ſides of the 


town facing the country, that the inhabitants from the latter 


may not be impeded, and afforded an eaſy. entrance, in caſe the 
enemy ſhould gain poſſeſſion at any future time, Theſe mat- 


ters. I conceived to be within the line of my duty; of which I 
adviſed the general court, and recommended to their attention 


ſuch 
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ſach other meaſures as they might think neceſfary for ſecuring 
the town againſt the hoftile deſigns of the enemy. * 


I have juſt got an inventory of ſtores and property bong | 


to the crown, which the enemy left in Boſton, at the caſtle, and 
Bunker*s-hill,—which I have the honor to tranſmit you; and 


ſhall give ſtrict orders that a careful attention be had to any 


more that may be found. I ſhall take ſuch precautions re- 
ſpecting them, that they may be ſecure, and turn to the pub- 


| lie advantage, as much as poſſible, or circumſtances will admit 


A Mr. Bulfinch from Boſton, who acted as a clerk to Mr. 


- + + + » having put into my hands a lift of rations drawn the 
ſaturday before the troops evacuated the town, I have incloſed 
it for your inſpection. He ſays, neither the ſtaff officers nor 
women are ineluded in the liſt ; from which it appears that their 
number is greater than we had an idea of. | e 

Major-general Ward and brigadier general Fyre are defirons 
of leaving the ſervice, and, for that purpoſe, have requeſted me 
to lay the matter before Congreſs that they may be allowed to 


reſign their commiſſions. The papers containing their applica- 


tions you will herewith receive. They will give you a full and 
more particular information upon the ſubject: and therefore I 
ſhall take the liberty of referring you to them. | +; 
TI would mention to Congreſs that the commiſſary of artillery 
ſtores has informed me, that whatever powder has been ſent 
to this camp has always come without any bill aſcertaining the 
number of caſks or quantity. This it is probable, has proceed- 
ed from forgetfulneſs or inattention in the perſons appointed to 
lend it, or the negligence of thoſe who brought it, though they 
have declared otherwiſe, and that they never had any. As it 
may in ſome meaſure prevent embezzlements (though I do not 
ſuſpect any to have been made), and the commiſſary will know 
what and how much to receive, and be enabled to diſcover miſ- 
takes if any ſhould happen, —I ſhould be glad if you will direct 
a bill of parcels to be always ſent in future. | 
Fhere have been ſo many accounts from England, all agree- 
ing that commiſſioners are coming to America, to propoſe terms 
for an accommodation, as they ſay,--that I am inclined to think 
the time of their arrival not very far off.— If they come to Boſ- 
ton (which probably will be the caſe, if they come to America 
at all) I ſhall be under much embarraſſment reſpecting the 
manner of receiving them, and the mode of treatment that 
ought to be uſed. I therefore pray that Congreſs will give me 
directions, and point out the line of conduct to be * 
. | | whether 
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whether they are to be confided as nintalladots, and to hawk 4. 


paſs or permit for re pairing through the country to Philadelphia: 


or to any other place, —or whether they are to be reſtrained an 
any and what manner. I ſhiall anxiouſſy wait their orders, and. 


whatever they are, comply with chem esa. eiter and. 
P ove the honor to * EE ET S991 40911; rt. » . W. 

; * e 3 en ITC "21 ie 

FD: FO | n e | : 1. sI 

En. eee e krete, Mires mY. * 1776. 


'T Received your er of the eleventh inſtant by- ſaturday 
night's poſt ;' and muſt beg pardon for not acknowledging i it in. 


my laſt of the twenty-fourth. The hurry I was then in efoah>: 


oned the neglect, and I hope will apologiſe for it. | 

I now beg leave to inform you that bar L have juſt received in- 
relligence, that the whole of the miniſterial fleet, beſides three 
or four ſhips, got under way this evening at Nantaſket road, 
and were ſtanding out for ſea; in conſequence of which, I ſhall. 
detach a brigade of fix (regiments immediately from hence for 
New-York, under the command of brigadier-general Sullivan 
(brigadier-general Heath having gone with the firſt) ; which 
will be ſucceeded by another in a day or two; and e 
after, I ſhall forward the remainder of the army . four 
or five regiments which will be left for taking care of the 
bariacks and public ſores, and fortifying the town, and srect- 
Ing ſuch works for its defence as the honorable N Sour. 
_ think neceſſary)— and follow myſelf. 

Apprehendiug that general Thomas will Rand. in- need of 
4 artilleriſts in Canada, I have ordered two companies of. 
the train to march immediately: and two mortars, with a quan- 
tity of ſnells and ſhot, to be ſent him. —He ſet out on the 
twenty -frit infant. 
Incloſed you have a copy of the return of ordnance ſtores left. 
in Boſton by the enemy. In it are not included the cannon left 
at the caſtle, amounting to a hundred and thirty-five pieces, as 
repoited, - all of which, except a very few, they haye deſtroyed 
and rendered ene by nne * the der cke and ſpik- 


BY up. 
I beg Jouve. to tranſmit you the copy 4. a petirion _ the 
inhabitants of Nova-Sc otia, brought me by *.* * elquire, 


mentioned therein, who is now here with an Acadian, From, 
this it appears they are in a diſtreſſed ſituation; and, from Mr. 


*** ccuut, are excecdingly apprehenſive that they will 
be 


K s * 
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be reduced to the diſagreeable alternative of taking up arms aid; 
joining our enemies, or to flee their country, unleſs they can 


be protected againſt their inſults and oppreſſions. He ſays that 
their committees think many ſalutary and valuable conſequences 
would be derived from five or fix hundred men being ſent there, 
as it would not only quiet the minds of the people from the 
anxiety and uneaſineſs they are now filled with, and enable 
them to take a part in behalf of the colonies, but be the means 


of preventing the Indians (of whom there are a good many) 


from taking the ſide of government, and the miniſterial troops 
from getting ſuch ſupplies of proviſions from 'thence as they 
have . 005 OH MOGiet abs 4 


How far theſe good purpoſes would be anſwered if ſuch a 


force was ſent as they aſk for, is impoſſible to determine in the 
preſent uncertain ſtate of things. For, if the army from Boſton 
is going to Halifax (as reported by them before their depar- 
ture), that or a much more. conſiderable force would be of no 
avaii :—if not, and they poſſeſs the friendly diſpoſition to our 
cauſe, faggefted in the petition and declared by Mr. , it 
might be ot great ſervice, unleſs another body of troops ſhould 
be ſent thither by adminiſtration, too powerful for them to op- 


poſe. It being à matter of ſome importance, I judged it pru- 


dent to lay it before Congreſs for their conſideration; and, re- 


queſting their direction upon the ſubje&, ſhalt only add, if they 


determine to adopt it, that they will preſeribe the number to 
be ſent, and whether it is to be from the regiments which will 
be left here.— I ſhall wait their deciſion, and, whatever it is, 
will endeavor to have it carried into execution. 


1 have the honor to be, &c. 3 G. Vs 
. Head:Duarters, Cambridge, April 5 1 776. 


THIS letter will be delivered you by * * *, eſquire, the 
gentleman from Nova-Scotia, whom I mentioned to you in 
mine of the tweaty-ſeventh ultimo. He ſfcgemed defirous of 


waiting on the honorable Congreſs, in order to lay before them 


the ffate of public affairs, and fituation of the inhabitants. of 
that province. And, as it might be in his power to commu- 
nicate many things perſonally which could not be fo well done 
by letter, I encouraged him in his deſign, and have advanced. 
him fifty dollars to defray his expenſes... The Acadian accom- 
panies him: and, as they ſeem to be ſolid judicious men, I beg 
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leave to recommend * both to the notice of Congrets; 1 
an an moſt 8 figs Tun . were, 18 J G56 


9 5 ed rere, eber, Pp 1, 1176. 


Ni expreſs arrived this morning with a letter from go - 
vernor Cooke of Rhode -Iſland, of which the incloſed is a copy. 
In conſequence of this important intelligence, I immediately diſ- 
patched an expreſs after. general Sullivan, who is on his march 
to Norwich with ſix regiments, and ordered him to file off to 
Providence, if he ſhould be ſo deſired by * oak, ta 
whom I have wrote on the ſubject. 

General Greene was to have marched this morning iel Fe 
more regiments, by way of Providence. I have ordered him 
to haſten his march for that place; and hope to collect a force. 
there, ſufficient to pravent, the enemy from ain their ber. 

oſe. t 
j Whether this.movement. be. only a feint to. FEM our atten- 
tion from their principal object, or not, is at preſent impoſſible 
to determine.—LI momently expect further intelligence from 

overnor Cooke. —If the alarm ſhould be well grounded, I 
mall haſten to Providence, and make the neceſſary diſpoſitions 
for their reception. I beg you to aſſure the honorable Con- 
greſs I ſhall exert myſelf to the al + to n the Nette 
of the enemy. 


1 5 am, ſir, your moſt obedient, c. 555 4 any 6. W. 
. .» =O | 
Sin, 1 Cambridge, April 4, 1776. 


I WAS honored'with your favors of the twenty-firſt and 
twenty-fifth ultimo, on the f. cond inſtant,—the former by. Mr. 
Hanſon, &c,—the latter by Fefſenden. I heartily wiſh the 
money had arrived ſooner, that the militia might have been 
paid as ſoon as their time of ſervice expired. The diſappoint- 
ment has given them great uneaſinefs, and they are gone home 
much diflatisfied : nor have I been without ſevere complaints 
from the other troops, on the ſame account. When I get to 
New-York, ! hope a ſufficient ſum will be there, ready to pay 
every claim. | 

It is not in my power to make report of the deficiency of 
arms, in r with the direction of Congreſs, at this time, 


= 


* 4 - 
h ; 
Sf, ESR | 


, 


* 


OFFICIAL LETTER. 95 


as ſome of the regiments are at, and moſt of the other on their 
march to New- Vork; nor do I know that it would anſwer any 
good purpole, if it-were,—having made repeated applications 
to the ſeveral aſſemblies and conventions upon the ſubject, and 
conſtantly received for anſwer, that they could afford no relief, 
When I arrive at New-York, I. ſhall, in purſuants:of the 
order of Congreſs, detach four battalions to Canada, if the ſitu- 
ation of* affairs will admit of it; and ſhall be extremely happy 
if they and the troops already there can effect the important 
end of their going. Be , 


In my letter of che Frſt infant; per poſt, I incloſed you a 


copy of a letter from governor Cooke, adviſing me of the arri- 
val of a ſhip of war, &c. at and near the harbor of Newport. 
J have now the pleaſure to inform you that the report was en- 
tirely premature, and without any foundation. You have a 


copy of his letter of the firſt inſtant to this effet.—T wiſh the 
alarm had never been given : it occaſioned general Sullivan and 


his brigade to make an unneceſſary and inconvenient diverſion 
from their route, | hy ; THE 
Incloſed is a copy of an account, preſented by the honorable 
general court, of powder furniſhed the continental army by this 
colony. From the account, it appears that part of it was ſup- 


plied before the army was under my command; and therefore 


L know nothing of it; but have not the ſmalleſt doubt of the 
juſtice of the charge. I ſhall leave about two hundred barrels 


of this article with major-general Ward, out of which Congreſs 


will direct him to make a return, if they think proper, - and 


alſo repayment of what may have been furniſhed by the other 


governments, bd | 
A. proclamation of general Howe's, iſſued a few days before 


his departure from town, having fallen into my hands, I have 


incloſed. you a copy, which will probably have been the occa- 
ſion of large quantities of goods being carried away and the 
remoyal of many perſons, which otherwiſe would not have hap- 
enced, STE” E 

; Colonel Warren, paymaſter-general, finding the army likely 
to be removed from hence, informed me the other day that the 
fituation of his affairs and engagements in the buſineſs of the 
colony are ſuch, as to prevent him from perſonally attending 
the army; and offered, in caſe it ſhould be required, to reſign. 
This was rather embarraſſing. To me it appears indiſpenſably 
neceſſary that the paymaſter-general, with his books, ſhould be 
at or near head-quarters,.. Indeed it is uſual for the head of 
eyery department in the army, however diſperſed that army 
- ; may 
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ee GENERAL WASHING TON ECO 
may be, to be with the commanding general, keeping deputies 
in the. ſmaller departments. On the other hand, colonel War- 
ren's merit and attachment to the cauſe are ſuch, that I could 
do nothing leſs than defire (as ſome money muſt be left for the 
pay and contingent charges of the army which will remain 


— 


here), he would wait here till Congteſs ſhall be pleaſed to give 


theit ſentiments upon the matter, —ſending, in the mean time, 
ſome perſon in whom he could confide, with the money, but 


little of which there will be to carry, though great the de- 
mands, as nine of the regiments which have marched to New- 
Vork have only received five hundred pounds each, towards 


; * 
— 


their pay for the months of February and March, —and fix 
others, not a farthing. I hope therefore this matter will be 
conſidered by Congreſs,” and the reſult tranſmitted me as ſoon 


as done. VCC Sent e 
1 would alſo mention to Congreſs that the militia regiments 


which were laſt called upon, in making up their abſtracts, 


charged pay, — the officers, from the time they received orders 


to raiſe companies, — and the privates, from the time they re- 


ſpectively engaged to come or were called upon, though they 
did not march for a conſiderable time after, —-ſome not within 
three, four, or twenty days, during all which, they remained 


at home about their own private affairs, without doing any 


thing elſe than © preparing for the march,“ as they ſay by way 
of plea. This appeared to me ſo exceedingly unreaſonable, 


and fo contrary to juſtice, that the public ſhould pay for-a lon. 


ger time than from the day of their march to that of their re- 
turn, that I ordered the abſtracts to be made out accordingly, 


and refuſed to give warrants on any other *terms. They fay 


that the enliſting orders, which went out from their govern- 


ments, give them the pay they claim. The fact may be that 
ſamething in theſe may ſeem to authoriſe it: but I muſt ſubmit 
it to Congreſs, and wiſh for their deoifion, whether the conti- 
nent muſt pay it.— I am, with great eſteem, &c. G. W. 
P, 8. I ſhall let off to-day. on 


B.. 5 Neu- Tord, April 15, 1776. 


I AM now to inform you that on the fourth inſtant I ſet 
out from, Cambridge, and arrived here on ſaturday laſt. I came 
through Providence, Norwich, and New-London, in order to 


ſee and expedite the embarkation of the troops. The third 


brigade, under the command of general Greene, was at New- 


London 


r 


& — 


* 


is 


'F 


OPFDCI AT. L ET TERS. "ror 
2 „n left it, where Abs was a ſuffßefent number of 


ttatiſports to embark them, —and moſt probably would have 


arrived here before this, had it not been for a ſevere ſtorm 


which) happened the- night they failed, which diſperſed: mw, 
, and, I fear, has done them ſome injury. 


Gcheral Spencer, with the laſt brigade; aatchied frogs FT 
Pe Sn the day I left 'Cambridge, and would be at New-London, 
ready to embark in the retarn'tranſports'which brought gene- 


ral Sullivan's diviſion to this place. The whole of the troops 


may be reaſonably expected here in the courſe of this Weck. 
The badneſs of the roads, and difficulty of procuring teams for 
bringing the ſtores, baggage; Bike ee Te prolonged their 


arxxrival at this place. 


* 


I have not had time, ſince 1 — to look fully about me; 
but find many works of defence begun, and ſome finiſhed.— 
The troops are much diſperſed, pos! on Long-Lſland, others 
on Staten-Iſland, &c. 

I have ordered four Pabendläg d deer to Canada, and 
am taking meaſures to have them forwarded to Albany by wa- 
ter witk all poſſible expedition. This will greatly expe- 


dite their arrival, and eaſe the men of much fatigue. ' I have 


wrote general Schuyler of their coming, that he may have 


neceſſary meaſures ona to Hurry their march to eee Tho- 


n 1 4 45 4 


I am We dip mac Batnam bar the Alete, that were 


0 cbllediin for the ſupport of this town, in caſe the miniſterial 


army had arrived before our troops, apes all ay] 29s it being 


"unneceſſary to keep them longer. 


All the ſhips of war, beſides the Alia, moved out of this 


harbor on ſaturday, and the Afia yeſterday; ſome of which are 


now below the Natrows, and the reſt gone to a.. 
our favor of the tenth inſtant, by major Sherburne, direQ. 
ed to general Putnam or the commanding officer here, came to 


Hand on ſaturday evening, with three boxes of money, which I 


ſhall deliver the paymaſter as ſoon as he arri ves, and tranſmit 
you his receipt for the ſame. 

Having received information from hence before my depar- 
ture from Cambridge, that thirty pieces of heavy cannon were 
wanting, and efſentially neceſſary for the defence of this place, 


in addition to thoſe already here, I took the liberty of apply- 


ing to admiral Hopkins, whom I ſaw at New-London, for that 
number, with the mortars and ſtores he brought from Provi- 


»defice,—a lift of which he had tranſmitted you. Hie told me, 


| _ as many were wanting for the defence of Providence 1 — 
JONG, 5: . 2 
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5nd the harbor at New-London, it was uncertain whether I 


could have all I wanted; but ah: he ne ſend me all that 6 


could be ſpared. 
I have not been able to get a return of the troops fince 1 
came :—as ſoon as 1 do, I will {end it you. 


— 4 Fs fir, with e ee en &c. 0 tad 6. w. 
; - WEE; $44 IT : : | | 
Sm, | | | New-York, April 18, „ 1ſt. 


PERMIT me, through you, to convey to the honorable: 
Congreſs the ſentiments of gratitude I feel for the high honor 


they have done me in the public mark of approbation contain- 


ed in your favor of the ſecond inſtant, which came to hand laſt 


night. I beg you to aſſure them that it will ever be my high- 
eſt ambition to approve myſelf a faithful ſervant of the public; 
and that, to be in any degree inſtrumental in procuring to my 
| American brethren a reſtitution of their juſt eight and _ 


leges, will conſtitute my chief happineſs. 
Agreeable to your requeſt, I have communicated, in genoral 
orders, to the officers and ſoldiers under my command, the 


thanks of Congreſs for their good behavior in the ſervice; 
and am happy in having ſuch an opportunity of doing juſtice to 
their merit. They were indeed, at firſt, a band of undiſci- 
plined buſhandmen :”* but it is (under God) to their bravery 


and attention to their duty, that I am indebted for that ſucceſs, 


which has procured me the only reward I wiſh to receive. 
| the affection and eſteem of my countrymen. — | 38410 


The medal, intended to be preſented to me by your honora- 


ble body, I mall carefully preſerve as a memorial of their re- 


gard. I beg leave to retury you, fir, my warmeſt thanks for 


the polite manner in which you bave been pleaſed to expreſs 
their ſentiments of my conduct; and am, with ſincere eſteem 


and reſpect, ſir, yours and . moſt obe dent and moſt humble 


ſervant. 6. W. 


xxx = Ez 


Sin, New-York, April 19, 80 


1 HAVE, this moment. received a letter from general 


Schuyler, containing incloſures of a very important nature, co- 
pies of which, I imagine, are contained in the incloſed letter to 
you, which L thought it my duty immediately to forward by 


na that they may be laid before the honorable: u 


Mm ET % 
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and proper meaſures purſued to prevent the fatal effects which 
are therein apprehended. For my own part, I have done my 
utmoſt to forward the four regiments ordered. by Congress: 
but a variety of incidents have hitherto conſpired to prevent 
their embarkation. The men had ſcarcely recovered them- 
ſelves from the fatigues of their march from Boſton, and are 
quite unprovided with neceffaries. The colonels of the regi- 
ments, though repeatedly called upon for that purpoſe, had ne- 


glected making out the abſtracts for their pay. All obſtacles 


however, are now removed; and I hope to begin the embarka- 
tion this day. Indeed it would have been beſt, in my opinion, 
to have ſent the regiments, raiſed in this province and New- 
Jerſey, upon that ſervice, had not the peculiar circumſtances 
under which they were raiſed prevented it. By the terms of 
their enliſtment, they are to ſerve duting the war, and. at five 
dollars per month, on condition, (as I am informed) that they. 
ſhall. not be ſent out of thoſe provinces. Beſides, they are ve- 
ry ill provided with arms, ſome companies not having any. It 


muſt be a great burden upon the continent to keep ſuch a num- 


ber of uſeleſs men in pay: and yet, if they ſhould be diſmiſſed, 
and an unexpected ſupply of arms ſhould arrive, it may be 
found very difficult to replace them. | | | 
The officers of the ſeveral corps that have arrived here have 
been ſo bufily employed in fixing their men in quarters, that 
I have not yet been able to procure an exact return of their 
numbers. Some are yet behind. As ſoon as the whole are 
collected, I ſhall order the proper returns, and tranſmit them 
to; Congress. | * „ 
Vou will pleaſe to notice what colonel Hazen fays of the 
diſpoſition; of the Indians. In my opinion, it will be impoſſi- 
ble to keep them in a ſtate of neutrality. They muſt, and, no 
doubt, ſoon will take an active part either for or againſt us: 
and L ſubmit it to the confideration of Congreſs, whether it 
would not be beſt immediately to engage them on our ſide, and 
to uſe our utmoſt endeavors to prevent their minds being poi- 
ſoned by miniſterial emiſſaries, which will ever be the caſe 
while a king's garriſon is ſuffered to remain in their country. 
Would it not therefore be adviſable to ſend a ſufficient force 
from-the back counties of Pennſylvania, to take poſſeſſion of 
the garriſons of Niagara and Detroit? This, I think, might 
eaſily be effected, and would anfwer the moſt falutary purpoſes.” 
The Seneca Indians, who have hitherto appeared friendly to 
us, might be uſefully employed in this bufineſs, oo 
5561. I am. 


mn 


#31 "20-8 
.. ' GENERAL WASHIN row. 
| RED oper "EY ut: the diicultios acted Faroe WoW 
Hazen's letter will be obviated by the appearance of the re- 
ſpectable committee of Congreſs in Canada, and the forces that 


have been and will be ſent there. The ſecurity of that coun- 


try ĩs of the utmoſt importance to us. 


ons and confidence of the inhabitants. It is to be lamented 


that any conduct of the continental troops ſhould: heed: wa alien- ä 


ate their affections from us. 


The honorable Congreſs will hs able to . 4 cha pas D 


pers fent them by general Schuyler, and the information they 


may receive of the deſigns of the enemy, Whether it is expedi- 


ent to ſend a further reinforcement to Canada. If ſuch ſhould 
be their determination, I ſtand ready to execute their orders; 

one's was with refyeat, fr, your: ow ny: homble ſervant, 

| W. 

karte fed 5 is a return of the e gina 9 ta Cones 

da; beßdes which, there will be two rifle companies, a compa- 


oy "of artifcers, and two ane all _— _—_ been 


* * 3 


8 1 3 eile, Ari. 225 1526. 
I Was this lay gore with: the receipt of your favor 


of the twentieth inſtant. I have now the pleafure to acquaint 
you that the four regiments defigned for Canada embarked yeſ- 


terday with a fair wind for Albany, under the command of 


colonels Greaton, Patterſon, Bond, and Poor; beſides which, 


there was a company of riflemen, a company of artificers, and 
two engineers, —the whole EINE by Rr goed] 


Thompſon. 
I have repeatedly emed to the honorable Congzels the 


diſtreſsful ſituation we are in for want of arms. — With much 


pains and difficulty I got moſt of the regiments from the eaſt- 


ward tolerably well furniſhed ;- but find the York regiments. . 


yeiy badly provided. Colonel Ritzema' s has ſcarely any: and 
yet theſe men, being enliſted during the war, and at five dol- 


lars per month, 'onght not (in my judgment) to be diſcharged; > 


as we find it almoſt as difficult to get men, as arms. This is a 

matter of ſome 1 importance, which I ſhould be glad: to receive 

the particular opinion of Congreſs upon. „ TOTES OP 
Mr. Baldwin is one of the aſſiſtant engineers ordered gw 


nada; He is ade ed a very uſeful man in this department, but 
| declined 


This cannot be done fo 
effectually by conqueſt, as by taking ſtrong hold of the: affeQi- 


— — 4 A 2 
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_ declined the ſervice, on account of the pay, which he ſays is 
inadequate to his ſupport. In order to induce-him to/continue, 
I. promifed to repreſent his caſe to Congreſs; and would re- 
commend an increaſe of his pay, and that he ſhould have the 
rank of lieutenant- colonel, of Which he is very deſerving: I. 
beg leave therefore to recommend him to Congreſs, and thar . 
they would make proviſion for him accordingly. 3 . 


© - 


A few days ago, application was made tome by the commit. . 
tee of ſafety for this colony, for an exchange of priſoners. 
For the particulars I beg leave to refer you to their letter, a. 
copy of which you have incloſed. As there is a ſtanding or- 
der of Congreſs that no ſailors or ſoldiers ſhall be exchanged 
for citizens, I did not-incline to comply with the requeſt with< 
out the particular direction of Congrels :. but I have been fince 
informed, that the priſoners, mentioned in the. committee's let. . 
ter as citizens, are really ſeamen taken from private veſſels, bat 
not in arms. How far this may alter the caſe, or how far the 
reaſons which induced the Congreſs to paſs the reſolve above- 
mentioned may ſtill exiſt, muſt be left to their determination. 
The militia, who, on my application were ordered to this 
place to keep poſſeſſion until I ſhould arrive with the continen- 
tal forces, were obliged to return home without their pay, as 
there was not tlien money ſufficient in the treaſury for that 
purpoſe, and to anſwer the exigencies of the army. This occa- 
fioned great uneaſineſs among them, and may be attended with 
very bad conſequences in caſe we ſhould have occaſion for their 
ſervice on any future emergency. I therefore beg the Con- 
greſs would make proviſion for their pay, and point out parti- 
cularly, whether it is to be done by the commander of the 
continental forces, or by the provincial aſſemblies or conven- 
tions from whence they are ſent. ö 


As the time for which the riflemen enliſted, will expire on 


the firſt of July next, and as the loſs of ſuch a valuable and 
brave body of men will be of great injury to the ſervice, 1 
would ſubmit it to the conſideration of Congreſs, whether it 
would not be beſt to adopt ſome method to induce them to 
continue. They are indeed a very uſeful corps: but I need 
not mention this, as their importance is already well known to 
the Congreſs, It is neceſſary they ſhould pay an early atten- 
tion to this matter, as we know from paſt experience, that men 
are very flow in re-enliſtingngg. „„ 
When I had the honor of ſeeing; admiral Hopkins at Neu- 
London, he repreſented to me the weak ſtate of his fleet, occa- 


toned by ſick neſs and the ater: th received in his engage- r 
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ment, with the enemy and requeſted I would ſpare him two 
hundred men to aſſiſt him in a deſign he had formed of attack- - 
ing Wallace. This I readily conſented to; and the men are to 


be returned as ſoon as the ſervice is performed. | | 
I with it was in my power at preſent to furniſh general Lee 
with the companies of artillery he defires,—I have already ſent 
two companies to Quebec ;.. and I have not yet been able to 
pxocure a return of thoſe that are here. I expect colonel Knox 
every moment, and ſhall then be able to determine whether 
any can be ſpared from hence. Blankets we are in great want 
of, ourſelves; and it was with great difficulty a few could be 
procured. for the riflemen that were ordered for Canada. 
I. iscloſe you Mr. Winthrop's receipt for two hundred thou- 
ſand dollars, brought ſome time ago from Philadelphia by ma- 
jor Sherburne, which yaqu will 99 to deliver to the conti- 
— lens | We 
.. On,my-arrival here, I found that Mr. Livingſton had been 
appointed by the;provincial Congreſs, a commiſſary, to furniſh 
the continental troops ſtationed in this city, with proviſions. 
I ſuppoſe, this was done becauſe there was no continental com- 
miſſary then on the ſpot. Mr. Livingſton ſtill claims a right of 
furniſhing all the troops but thoſe lately arrived from Cam- 
bridge, Mr. Trumbull is now here: and, as I confider him as 
the principal in that office, I ſhould be glad to know whether 
any part of the continental troops is to be furniſhed by any 
other than their commiſſary- general. I muſt needs ſay, that 
to me it appears very inconſiſtent, and muſt create great confu- 
ion in the accounts as well as in the contracts. intended to 
have laid before Congreſs the amount of the rations, as ſupplied 
by colonel Trumbull and Mr. Livingſton; and called upon 
thoſe gentlemen to furniſh me with a ſeparate eſtimate for that 
purpoſe. Colonel Trumbull has given me his, by which it ap- 
pears he ſupplies the troops at eight pence and one-third per 
ration. I have not yet received any from Mr. Livingſton; but 
am informed his contract is at ten.pence-half-penny. The dif- 
fexence is immenſe, as it will amount to no leſs than two hun- 
dred pounds per day, for twenty thouſand men. It is indeed 
to be conſidered that Mr. Livingſton's contract is, including 
every other charge; and that to Mr. Trumbull's muſt be added 
ſtore-hire, clerks, and every other contingent expenſe. But 
even then it will not amount to ſo much as Mr. Livingſton's, 
by a penny per ration, which, in the groſs, will be ſomething 
very conſiderable, I thought it my duty, without prejudice or 
partiality, to ſtate the matter fairly to l they 
. . 8 might 
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might take ſuch order upon it as to them ſhall ſag 
1 cannot, however, in juſtice to Mr. Trumbull” #* 
that he has been indefatigable in ſupplying the army; And F'be- 
lie ve, from his copnexions in New- England, is able te do it bn 
as good terms as any perſon in Ameriecaa. 
The ſeveral matters contained in the foregoing, I muſt beg 
the early attention of Congreſs to; and that I may be favored 
with an anſwer as ſoon as poffible 1 1 
1 have the honor to be, & c. ++ OW 
su, 93 New-York, April 23, 1776. 
IN a letter which I had the honor to receive from Cons 
greſs ſome canfiderable time ago, they were pleaſed to aſk what 
krank aids-de camp bore in the army? from whencę I canclud- 
ed that they had adverted to the extraordinary trouble and con- 
finement of thoſe gentlemeti, with a view to make them an ade- 
quate allowance. But nothing being fince done or ſaid of the 
matter, 1 take the liberty, —unſolicited by, and unknownto'my 
aids-de-camp,—to inform your honorable body that their pay is 
not by any means equal to their trouble and confinement. 
No perſon wiſhes more to ſave money to the public, than I 
do: and no perſon has aimed more at it. But there are ſome 
caſes in which parſimony may be ill placed; and this I take to 
be one. Aids-de-camp are perſons in whom entire confidence 
muſt be placed: it requires men of abilities to execute the dus 
ties with propriety and diſpatch, where there is ſuch a multi- 
plicity of buſineſs, as muſt attend the commander-in-chief of 
ſuch an army as ours: and perſuaded I am, that nothing but the 
_ zeal of thoſe gentlemen (who live with me, and act in this ca- 
pacity) for the great American cauſe, — and perſonal attach- 
ment to me,—has induced them to undergo the trouble and 
confinement they have experienced fince they have become 
members of my family. OR. 
I give into no kind of amuſements myſelf; and conſequently 
thoſe abaut me can have none, but are confined from morning 
till eve, hearing and anſwering the applications and letters of 
one and another, which will now, I expect, receive a pretty 
conſiderable addition, as the buſineſs of the northern and eaſt< 
ern departments (if I continue here) muſt, I ſuppoſe, paſs 
through my hands. If theſe gentlemen had the ſame relaxation 
from duty as other officers have in their common routine, there 
would not be ſo much in it, But, to have the mind always up- 
| on 
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on the fretch, ——fcarce ever unbent,—and- no hours for recroa- 
tion. * a matekial odds. Knowing this, and at the ſame 


time h inadequate the pay is, JI can ſcarce find inolinat ion to 
impoſe the neceffaty duties of their office upon them. To what 
1 e here ſaid, this further remark may be made, and is a 
matter of no ſmall concerament to me, and, in its conſequences, 


to the public and that is, that, while the duty is hard and 
the pay ſmall, it is not to be wondered at, if there ſhould be 


Found a promptneſs i in them to ſeek preferment, or in me to do 

juſtice to them by den des their views; by which means I 

muſt loſe their aid when they 

fiſt me. lafluenced by theſe. motives, I have taken the liberty 

of laying the matter ally, and with all due deference, before 

pore honorable body, not doubting f its ing with. a patient 
earing. 


1, ar, with the: gremelt ee, &c, 9s 47 6, w. 
su. * * . 1 n. York, 1 1776, 


AHA 1 wich ht . in readineſs to take the field in the 


foting! and Preparec for auy ſervice Congreſs ſhould think proper 


to'fend me upon, this campaign, I defired colonel Reed, when 


he left Cambridge i in the fall, to get me a ſet of campt equi- 
Page, tents, and baggage-waggons, made at Philadelphia under 
| his own inſpeQion, and ſent to me. This, he informs me, is 
now done, and ready to come on. I have therefore to beg the 
favor of Congreſs, through yau, to order payment of them from 
the treaſury, as it will fave the expenſe and hazard of a remit- 


tance from hence, where we ſtand much in need of every far⸗ 


Aber have. 


ave the honor to be, Ce. ASS. 8. W. i: 


Er 
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su, f e 5 New:Tork, April 25, 176. | 


I Received wy lat evening's poſt à letter from Joſhua 
Wentworth, eſquire, of Portſmouth, whom I had appointed 
agent for our little fleet in that province. It is dated the fif- 
teenth inſtant ;\ an extract from which I have the honor of tran- 
ſcribing for your peruſal. - 1 

& The third inſtant, commodore Manly brought in the bri- 
antine Elizabeth, one of the third divifion which failed from 


Nantaſket, with a valuable cargo of ä goods, and a few 
hoglheads 


ave it moſt in their power to af, 
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hogſhrads-of ram and ſugar, by a Mr. J = , who was f 
paſſenger, part treighter, and a very tory. Suppole the gargg 
worth twenty thoufand pounds ſtérling. Thoſe goods are, the 
greateſt part, owned by the inhabitants of Boſton, and by ſome 
that were inhabitants when the troops left it, —the refidue by 
this Mr. J* #®, and others of the ſame caſt. The complicate... 
ſtate of this prize required my immediate ſetting off for Boſton, 
expecting I might find ſome directions for my government. 
there; when I waited on general Ward, who was obliging 
enough to give me his opinion (but not able to direct, having 
received no inſtructions to the point) that the veſſel and cargo 
muſt be libelled, and a dividend to the captors would follow, 
of all ſuch goods as might be legally claimed by the friends to 
America; and thoſe that were the property of them inimical, 
might be decreed forfeited. Upon further inquiry, I was in- 
formed a reſolve paſſed in Congreſs that all veſſels and goods, 
retaken previous to a condemnation by a Britiſh court of Ad- 
miralty, were liable to a partial decree (by every colony judge) 
to the captors, — not more than one-third, nor leſs than qne- 
fourth. The preſent prize falls under this reſolve and any 
other, that [males the] property of our internal enemies liable - 
to a full confiſcation, may be neceſſary for my government : . 
therefore ſhall be much obliged by your full direction of this 
capture, and a copy of the continental reſolves thereon. This 
brigantine is owned by a Mr. Richard Hart of this town, taken 
on her return from the Weſt-Indies laſt October, and carried 
into Boſton, not condemned. The rum on board are ſeventeen 
hogſheads,—and four of ſugar, not removed out of her from 
the time of capture. The other cargo was in general ſtolen by 
virtue of general Howe's proclamation (which undoubtedly you. 
have ſeen) appointing one C ® * * B * * * ſuperintendant; 
who, by the way, was taken in the prize, and is now confined 
in the Maſſachuſetts colony, with Mr. ** and ſundry 
others, by order of the general court, to whom general Ward 
delivered them. „ T6 be. Ea | | / 229% 
There were a ſerjeant and twelve privates of the fourth, 
or king's on regiment, taken priſoners on board, with the o- 
thers, making fixty-three ſou ls. . 
„There appeared from the pillage of this cargo by many of 
the paſſengers, the property was in him who could ſecret the 
moſt. For when examining the cheſts and bedding of the pri- 
loners, I found great quantity of goods that they had collected 
while on board, which were taken out of warehouſes without 


packing, and hove promiſcuouſly on board the veſſel. * 
we” | the 
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the ſailors had provided for their diſpoſal at pleaſure,” In fact, 


the deſtruction of property under cover of om Howe's ** 
* | 


clamation, is unparalelled, * * 
I am now diſcharging the cargo, as it is in a periſhing 6 


tuation; and, when ſelected, and the regular courſe purſued 


through the admiralty, hall advertiſe agreeable to his excel- 
lency's inſtruftions to general Ward, who was obligiag en eogh 
to give me an abſtract. 
_ _ + The general court of this province, finding a difficulty in 
making a code of laws for the admiralty court, did not com- 
plete that inſtitution their laſt ſeſſion, when they adjourned to 
J une; which lapſe of time will not admit my facilitating the 
difpoſal of the prizes under my care, ſo early as I could wiſh, 
for the ſafety of part of the interereſt of the Suſanna's cargo, 
viz. the porter, which I fear may be ſpoiled by lying ſo long. 
it not having equal body to that commonly imported for ſale; 
which induces me to defire your direction for a diſpoſal of 
that article either at private or public ſale.” “ 
That, fir, is an exact copy of part of Mr. Wentworth's letter 
to Mr. Moylan. I now requeſt you will pleaſe to direct me, 
in what manner I ſhall inſtruct the agent reſpecting the compli- 
eated cargo, and whether he may be empowered to diſpoſe of 
the porter or any other articles on board the prizes under his 
care, which the delay of eſtabliſhing the court of admiralty * 
make liable to periſh, 

I have not yet heard that there has been any trial of the pri. 
zes carried into Maſſachuſetts-Bay. This procraſtination is at- 
tended with very bad conſequences. Some of the veſſels I had 
fitted out are now laid up, the crews being diſſatisfied that they 
cannot get their prize - money. I have tired the Congreſs upon 
this ſubje& ; but the importance of it makes me again mention, 
that, if a ſummary way of proceeding is not reſolved on, it will 
be impoſſible to get our veſſels manned. I muſt alſo mention 
to you, fir, that captain Manly and his crew are deſirous to 
know when they may expect their part of the value of the ord- 
nance ftores taken laſt fall. They are anxious to know what 
the amount may be. As the inventory of that cargo is in the 
hands of Congreſs, I would humbly ſubmit it to them, whether a 
valuation thereof ſhould not be made, and the captors? dividend 
be remitted them as ſoon as poſſible. It will give them ſpirit, 
and encourage them to be alert in looking out for other prizes. 

Several officers belonging to the regiments raiſed in theſe 
middle colonies inform me that their men (notwithſtanding their 


agreement) begin to murmur at the diſtindtion of pay made be- 
| teen 
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tween them and the regiments from the eaſtward. I Would be 
glad that the Congreſs would attend to this in time, leſt it may 
t to ſuch a pitch as will be difficult to ſuppreſs; They argue 
that they perform the ſame duty, undergo the ſame fatigue, and 
receive five dollars, when the eaſtern regiments receive ſix dol- 
lars and two-thirds per month. For my own part, I wiſh they 
were all upon the ſame footing : for, if the Britiſh army will 
not face this way, it will be neceſſary to detach à great part of 
our troops: in that cafe, I would, for many reaſons, be ſorry 
there ſhould be any diſtinctions of regiments that are all in the 
pay of the United Colonies. %%% . 
The deficiency: of arms (in the Ne- Vork re 1 
ally) is very great. If I am rightly informed, there are ſcarce 
as many in colonel Ritzema's regiment as will arm one compa- 
ny. —Can the Congreſs: remedy this evil? If they can, there 
ſhould not a moment be loſt in effecting it, as our ſtrength 
at preſent is, in reality, on paper only. Should we think of dil. 
charging thoſe men who are without arms, the remedy would 
be worſe: than the diſeaſe: for, by vigorous exertions, I hope 
arms may be procured; and I well know that the raiſing men 
is exceeding difficult, eſpecially to be engaged during the con- 
tinuance of the war, which is the footing on which colonel 
KRitzema's regiment is engaged. MF» | 
April 26. I had wrote thus far before I was honored 
with your favor of the twenty-third - inſtant. In obedience to 
the order therein contained, I have directed fix regiments more 
for Canada, which will embark as ſoon as veſſels and other ne- 
ceſſaries can be provided. Theſe regiments will be command- 
ed by general Sullivan. I ſhall give him inſtructions to join 
the forces in that country under general Thomas, as ſoon as 
poſſtble. ATE OR | | | 
With reſpe& to ſending more troops to that country, I am 
really at a loſs what to adviſe, as it is impoſhble at preſent to 
know the defigns of the enemy. Should they ſend the whole 
force under general Howe up the river St. Laurence to relieve 
Quebec and recover Canada, the troops gone and now going <4 
will be infuffictent to ſtop their progreſs: and ſhould they think 
proper to ſend that or an equal force this way from Great Bri- 
tain for the purpoſe of poſſeſſing this city and ſecuring the na- 
vigation of Hudſon's river, the troops left here will not be ſuf- 
ficient to oppoſe them: and yet, for any thing we know, I think 
it not improbable they may attempt both,--both being of the 
greateſt importance to them,—if they have men. 
J could wiſh indeed that the army in Canada ſhould be more 
0 | | powerfully 
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powerfully reinforced z at the ſame time 1 am conſcious that' 


the truſting this important poft (which is now become the grand 


magazine of America) to the. handful of men remaining here, is 
running two great a riſk, The ſecuring this, poſt and Hudſon's 


river is to us alſo of ſo great importance, that I cannot at pre- 


ſent adviſe the ſending any more troops from hence :—on the 
contrary, the general officers now here, whom I thought it my 
duty to conſult, think it abſolately neceſſary to increaſe the ar- 
my at this place with at leaſt ten thouſand men, eſpecially when 


it is conſidered, that, from this place only, the army in Canada 


mult draw its ſupplies of ammunition, proviſions, and, moſt pro- 
bably; of men; and that all reinforcements can be ſent from 
hence much eafier than from any other place. By the incloſed 
return, you will ſee the, ſtate of the army here, and that the 
number of effective men is far ſhort of what the Congreſs muſt 
have expected. | | . I : 

I have found it neceſſary to order colonel Daytan's regiment 
from New-]Jerſey, to march as one of the fix to Canada: where- 
fore I muſt recommend it to Congreſs to order two companies 
of one of the regiments ſtill in Pennſylvania to march to Cape- 
May, which can be done much ſooner : for, had this deſtination 
of that regiment not taken place, it would have been very in- 
convenient to have detached two companies from it to that 
place; as the march would (according to lord Stirling's and o- 
ther accounts) have. been at leaſt two hundred miles from Am- 
boy, and they muſt have paſſed within twenty miles of Phi- 
ladelphia, there being no practicable road along the ſea-coaft of 
New- Jerſey for their baggage to have paſſed. . | 

Dr. Potts, who is bearer hereof, was, I underſtand, appoint- 


ed director of the hoſpital for theſe middle colonies: but the 


army being removed, with tlie general hoſpital, from the eaſt- 


ward, does in courſe ſupercede him. He is inclined to go to 


Canada, where he may be very uſeful, if a perſon is not already 
appointed for that department.— I would humbly beg leave to 
aſk the Congreſs whether, in all the appointments, it would not 
be beſt to have but one chief, to whom all the others ſhould be 


| ſubordinate. 


I have the honor to be, &c. BY G. W. 


— ———— — ——— — 
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New-York, April 30, 1776. 


Sta, 


I MEAN, through you, to do myſelf the honor of laying 


before Congreſs a copy of an addreſs tranſmitted them ſome 
time 
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e favored me with in the month of January, at the {ame 


Cooke f 4 Aan ear : a n rern n. 2 
time requeſting me to intereſt myſelf in procuring a body of for- 
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ces on the continental eftabliſhmeng, tor the defence of that 
colony. T doubt not. but the, addreſs, and pe Sargegs of it hays 
had the attention and confideration of Corigref! | 


| ar 5 before now, 
But if they have not decided upon the matter, I would, be 

leave" to mention that 1 haue made inquiry into the ſituation. 
and condition of the colony, and find it to be as ſtated in the 
addreſs; and, with all deference to the opinion of Congreſs, 
conceive it highly neceſſary and expedient that they ſhould adopf 
prayed far. The impottance.of it in the chain of the union, 
Its extenſive fea-coaſt, affording harbors for our ſhipping and 
veſſels, at the fame time expoſing and ſubjecting the inhabitants 


to the ravages and depredations of our enemics,—the zeal ag 


"© I% #3 


attachment which it has ſhewn, and which Mill actuates it, to- 
wards the common cauſe,—their incapacity to pay a ſufficient 
number of men for its defence, ſhould they be able to furniſh 
them after ſo many engaged in other ſervices ;—thele, and ma- 

ny other reaſons which are too obvious to be mentioned, plead 
powerfully for the notice and attention of Congrels, and ſeem 
to me to claim their ſupport. e WP W 


Having thus ſtated the matter to Congreſs for their confider- 
ation, agreeable to my promiſe to governor Cooke when I had 
the honor of ſeeing him on my way here, —I ſhall leave it with 
them, not doubting but they will duly weigh, its importance, 
and give ſuch aſſiſtance as they may think reaſonable. and juſt. 
— What they chiefly wiſh for is that the troops they have raiſed 
may be taken into continental pay, and commanding officers, 
appointed by Congreſs.  _. A 

I ave the honor to be, &c. e 


& alin — 81 


m,, eh Neu- Tor, May 5, 1776. 

f . f 
I AM honored with your favor of the thirtieth ultimo, 
and obſerve what Congreſs have done reſpecting the ſettlement 
of the paymaſter's accounts. This ſeems expedient, as he is 
out of office, and, I am ceftain, will be attended with but little 
if any difficulty; nothing more being neceſſary, than to com- 
pare the warrants with his debits, and the receipts he haz given, 
with his credits, I, wiſh every other fettlement as @aly, and 
that a committee was appointed to examine and audit the ac- 
| 8 counts 


114 GENERAL WASHINGTON", 


counts upon which the warrants are founded, particularly thoſe 
of the quarter-maſter and commiſſary-general's. They are long 
and of high amount, conſiſting of a variety of charges,—of courſe 
more intricate, —and will require time and an extraordinary de- 
oree of attention to adjuſt and liquidate in a proper manner,— 
Upon this ſubject, I did myſelf the honor to write you a conſi- 
derable time ago. E. BE EEO 
Having had ſeveral complaints from the officers in the eaſt- 
ern regiments, who have been, and are engaged in recruiting, 
about the expenſe attending it, and for which they have never 
vet been allowed any thing, though the officers in theſe go- 
vernments have, as I am informed.—I ſhall be glad to know 
whether the allowance of ten ſhillings, granted to the officers 
For every man enliſted, by the reſolve of Congrefs in [ January], 
is general and indiſcriminate, or confined to the middle diſtricts. 
If general, muſt I have retroſpect to the time of the reſolve, 
and pay for the ſervices ſince, or only for future enliſtments ? 
In a letter I wrote to Congrels the twenty-fifth ef Decem- 
ber, I incloſed one I had received from Jacob Bailey, eſquire, 
about opening a road from Newbury to Canada. I have re- 


ceived another of the fifteenth ultimo: and, from his account 


and the intelligence I have from others upon inquiry, I have 
no doubt of the practicability of the meaſure ; and am well in- 
formed that the diſtance will be conſiderably ſhortened, inſo- 
much that our people going from any part of the New-England 
governments eaſtward of Connecticut- river, to Canada, or re- 
turning from thence home, will perform their march in five or 
fix days leſs time than by coming or going any way now uſed, 
Add to this, that the road may be ſo conducted (as it is ſaid) 
as to go to the river Miſſiſque, from whence the water carriage 
to St. John's is good, except forty odd miles,—or be carried fo 
far to the northward as to keep clear of the lakes altogether, 
"and afford an eaſy paſs into Canada at all ſeaſons. The advan- 
tage reſulting from this route being ſo great and important, I 
have advanced colonel Bailey two hundred and fifty pounds to 
begin with, and directed him to execute his plan. No doubt 
it will require a conſiderable advance to accompliſh it: but that 
will be ſoon ſunk. The expenſe ſaved by taking off fix days“ 
pay and proviſions from the ſoldiers returning to the eaſtern go- 
vernments at the expiration of this campaign, will be almoſt if 
not more than equal to the charge incurred in opening it. If 
not, —as in all probability there will be often a neceſſity for 

ſending detachments of our troops to Canada from thoſe go- 
vernments, and for others to return, it will ſoon be repaid. 


DY- 
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Buy a letter from general Schuyler, of the twenty-ſeventh' 
ultimo, I find general Thompſon and his brigade were at Alba- 
ny z—general Sullivan with the laſt (except three or four com- 
panties of colonel Wayne's regiment, not yet come) is embarked 
and gone, and probably will be ſoon there. I am apprehenfive, 
from general' Schuyler's account, that they will not proceed 
with the wiſhed-for expedition, owing to a difficuly in getting 
teams and provender for cattle, neceſſary to carry their bag- 
gage, and a ſcarcity of batteaux at the lakes for ſo large a 


number, though he is taking the utmoſt pains to procure them. 


Should they be ſtopped for any time, it will be exceedingly un- 
fortunate, as their going from hence has, weakened us here' 
much, and our army in Gad will not be ſtrengthened. 8 
I have ſent with the laſt brigade ſixty barrels of powder, and 
other ſtores and intrenching tools, a ſupply being aſked for: 
alſo-the chain for a boom at the narrows of Richelieu, and the 
three boxes of money brought by Mr. Hanſon ; and have wrote 
to Mr. Schuyler to have the boom fixed as ſoon as poſſible. — 
The commiſſary too has forwarded about eight hundred barzels 
of pork, and is in expectation of a further quantity from Con- 
necticut, which will go on without ſtopping here. . e 
As the magazine 2 whence the northern and eaſtern ar- 
mies will occaſionally receive ſupplies of powder will probably 
be here, and our ſtock is low and inconſiderable, being much 
reduced by the ſixty barrels ſent to Canada, I ſhall be glad to 
have a quantity immediately forwarded. Our ſtores ſhould he 
great: for if the enemy make an attack upon the town, or at- 
tempt to go up North-river; the expenditure will be very con- 
ſiderable. Money too is much wanted :—the regiments that 
are paid have only received to the firſt of April, except thoſe 
of Pennſylvania and Jerſey which are gone to Canada: they are 
paid to the laſt of April. By a letter from general Ward, I 
tind his cheſt is juſt exhauſted ; the money which was left with 
him for the payment of the five regiments at Boſton and Bever- 
ly, being almoſt expended by large draughts in favor of the 
commiſſary and quarter-maſter, and in fitting out the armed 


veſſels. © 


I would here aſk a queſtion, to wit, whether, as Mr. War- 
ren's cotamiffion. is ſuperceded by Mr. Palfrey's appointment, 
it will not be neceſſary to fix upon ſome perſon to pay the troops 
there: or are the payments to go through his hands ?—He does 
not incline to do any thing in the affair without the. direction 
of Congreſs, The | | | 


I have incloſed you a return of the laſt brigade detached, and 


allo 


a 
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alſo of the forces remaining here. And as it is a matter of 
much importance to know the whole of our ſtrength from time 
to time, and to ſee it at one view, for regulating our move- 
ments with propriety, I wiſh it were a direction from Congreſs 
to the commanding officers in the different diſtricts to make 
monthly returns to the commander-in-chief of the continental 
army, and of the ftate of the troops in their departments, and 
alſo of the military ſtores. Such direction will probably make 
them more attentive than they otherwiſe would be.—L could 
not get a return of the army in Canada all laſt year. | 

I beg leave to lay before Congreſs a copy of the proceedings 
of a court-martial upon lieutenant * * ® of the ſecond regi- 
ment, and of his defence,—which I ſhould not have troubled 
them with, had I not conceived the court's ſentence, upon the 
facts ſtated in the proceedings, of a ſingular nature, to be by no 
means adequate to the enormity of his offence, and to be of ex- 
ceeding dangerous and pernicious tendency, Upon theſe prin- 
ciples I thought it my duty to tranſmit the proceedings to them, 
in order that they may form Tack a judgment upon the facts 
Rated, as they may conceive right and juſt, and advancive of 


the public good. At the ſame time I would mention to Con- 


greſs that I think it of material conſequence that they ſhould 
pals a reſolve, cutting of the right of ſucceſſion in the military 
line from one rank to another, which is claimed by many upon 
the happening of vacancies, - (upon which principle this offence 
ſeems to have originated in a great meaſure, and the extraor- 
dinary judgment in this inſtance to be founded)—declaring that 
no ſucceſhon or promotion can take place upon any vacancy, 
without a continental commiſſion giving and authoriſing it. It 
is of much conſequence to check and entirely ſuppreſs this opi- 
nion and claim, which is becoming too prevalent, and has an 
obvious tendency to introduce mutiny and diſorder ;—-or, if 
they conceive the claim good, and that it ſhould take place, 
that they will declare it ſo, that the point may be ſettled and 
known 1n future. | | 5 


I have the honor to be, &c. 6. W. 


— 


Sx, | | New-York, May $3 1776. 
I HAVE fo often and ſo fully communicated my want of 


arms to Congreſs, that I ſhould not have given them the trou- 


ble of receiving another letter upon this ſubjeR at this time, 
but for the particular application of colonel Wayne of Penniyl- 
| vanla, 
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yania, who has pointed out a method by which he thinks they 
may be obtained. ee 
In the hands of the committee of ſafety at Philadelphia, 
there are, according to colonel Wayne's account. not leſs than 
two or three thouſand ſtand of arms for provincial uſe. From 
hence he thinks a number might be borrowed by Congreſs, pro- 
vided they are replaced with continental arms as they are 
brought into the magazine in that city, At a crifis ſo impor- 
tant as this, ſuch a loan might be attended with the moſt fignal 
advantages,—while the defenceleſs ſtate of the regiments, if 
no relief can be had, may be productive of fatal conſequences. 
To give Congreſs ſome idea of our ſituation with reſpect to 
arms (and juſtice to my own character requires that it thould 
be known to them, although the world at large will form their 
opinion of our ſtrength from numbers, without attending to cir- 
cumftances)—it may not be amiſs to incloſe a copy of a return 
which I received a few days ago from the forts in the High- 
lands, and add, that, by a report from colonel Ritzema's re- 
giment, of the twenty-ninth. ultimo, there appeared to be only 
ninety-ſeven firelocks and ſeven bayonets belonging thereto; 
and that all the regiments from the eaſtward are deficient from 
twenty to fifty of the former. Four of thoſe companies at the 
fortifications in the Highlands, belong to colonel Clinton's re- 
giment: but in what condition the reſidue are on account of 
arms, and how colonel Wyncoop's men are provided, I cannot 
undertake to ſay, but am told, moſt miſerably; as colonel Day- 
ton's of New-Jerſey, and colonel Wayne's of Pennſylvania alſo 
are. This, fir, is a true, though melancholy deſcription of our 
ſituation. The propriety therefore of keeping arms in ſtore 
when men in actual pay are in want of them, and who (it is to 
be preſumed) will, as they ought, bear the heat and burden of 
the day, is ſubmitted with all due deference to the ſuperior 
judgment of others. | Mg | 
I cannot, by all the inquiries I have been able to make, 
learn what number of arms have been taken from the tories, 
where they lie, or how they are to be got at. The committee 
of ſafety for this colony have aſſured me that no exertions of 
theirs ſhall be wanting to procure arms: but our ſufferings in 
the mean time may prove fatal, as men without are in a man- 
ner uſeleſs, I have therefore thoughts of employing an agent 


whole ſole buſineſs it ſhall be to ride through the middle and 


interior parts of theſe governments, for the purpoſe of buying 
up ſuch arms as the inhabitants may incline to ſell, and are fit 
for ule. Df | 


The 
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The defigns' of the enemy are too much behind the curtain 
for me to form any accurate opinion of their plan of operations 


for the ſummer's campaign. We are left to wander therefore 


in the field of conjecture: and as no place (all its conſequences 
conſidered) ſeemed of more importance in the execution of their 
grand plan, than poſſeſſing themſelves of Hudſon's river, I 
thought it adviſable to remove with the continental army to this 
city as ſoon as the king's troops evacuated Boſton. But if 
Congreſs, from their knowledge, information, or belief, think 
it beſt for the general good of the ſervice that I ſhould go to 
the northward or elſewhere, they are convinced, I hope, that 
they have nothing more to do than fignify their commands, 
With the greateſt reſpect, I have the honor to be, &c. 


Sin, | 1 FU : | | New-York, May 7, 1776. 


At a quarter after ſeven this evening, I received by ex- 
preſs a letter from Thomas Cuſhing, eſquire, chairman of a 


committee of the honorable general court, covering one to them 


for the committee of Salem; copies of which I do myſclf the 
honor to lay before Congreſs, that they may judge of the in- 


telligence contained therein, and direct fuch meaſures to be 


7 ag upon the occaſion as they may think proper and neceſ- 
5 1 ogg | 


I would obſerve, that, ſuppoſing captain Lee's account to 


be true in part, I think there muſt be a miſtake either in the 
number of troops or the tranſport ſhips. If there are no more 
ſhips than what are mentioned, it is certain there cannot be ſo 
many troops. Of this, however, Congreſs can judge as well as 
myſelf; and I ſubmit to them, whether, upon the whole of the 
_ circumſtances, and the uncertainty of their deſtination (if they 
were ſeen at all), they chuſe that any forces ſhall be detached 
from hence, as they will ſee, from the returns tranſmitted yeſ- 
terday, that the number of men now here is but ſmall and in- 
confiderable ; and (what is to be regretted) no ſmall part of 
theſe without arms.—Perhaps, by dividing and ſubdividing 
our force too much, we ſhall have no one poſt ſufficiently 

arded. = COMET 2 ms Ten e 


I ſhall wait their direction; and, whatever their order is, 


hall comply with it as ſoon as poſſible. | 
I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


P. S. I have by the ſame expreſs, a letter from general 


Ward 


G: W. | 
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Ward, containing a ſimilar account to that from the Salem, com 
mittee, and by way of captain Lee. 

Should the commiſſioners arrive that are "mentioned, hom are 
they to be received and treated? I wiſh the direction of Con- 
grels ge the fubjef, A return of che bearer. N 


5 1 bit New Lört, Hay IT, 1776. 


I AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your favors of 
the way and ſeventh inſtant, with their ſeveral incloſures, and 


am exceedingly glad, that, before the reſolution reſpecting 


lieutenant- colonel Ogden came to hand, I had ordered Him to 
join his regiment, and had quelled a diſagreeable ſpirit both of 
mutiny and deſertion, which had taken place and ſeemed to be 
riſing to a great degree in conſequence of it. In order to ef- 
fect it, I had the regiment paraded, and ordered two more at 
the ſame time under arms, convinced them of their error and ill 
conduct, and obtained a promiſe for their good behavior in fu- 
ture. To ſuch of the men as had abſconded I gave pardons, an 
their aſſurances to return to their duty again. 

In my letter of the fifth inſtant which I had the honor of ad- 
dreſſing you, I mentioned to Congreſs the refractory and muti- 
nous conduct of lieutenant * * of the ſecond regiment, 
and laid before them a copy of the proceedings of a court-mar- 
tial upon him, and of his defence, with a view that ſuch mea- 
ſures might be adopted as they ſhould think adequate to his 
crime.—I would now beg leave to inform them, that, ſince 
then, he has appeared ſenfible of his miſconduct and having 
made a written acknowledgment of his offence, and begged par- 
don for it (as by the — copy will appear), I thought it 
beſt to releaſe him from his confinement, and have ordered him 
to join his regiment; which I hope will meet their approbation, 
and render any determination, as to him, unneceſſary ;—ob- 
ſerving at the ſame time that I have endeavored, and, I flatter 
myſelf not ineffually, to ſupport their authority, and a due 
ſubordination in the army, I have found it of importance and 
10h expedient to yield many points in fact, without ſeeming 
to have done it, —and this, to avoid bringing on a too frequent 
diſcuſſion of matters, which, in a political view, ought to be 
kept a little behind the curtain, and not be made too much the 
ſubjects of diſquifition.—'Time only can eradicate and overcome 
cuſtoms and prejudice of long ſtanding: they muſt be got the 
better of, by flow and gradual advances, | 

T would 
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126 GENERAL WASHINGTON: 
I would here take ends to ſuggeſt to Congreſs (not wiſh. 


ing or meaning of myſelf to aſſume the fmalleſt degree of power 


in any inſtance) the propriety and neceſſity of having their fen- 
timents reſpecting the filling up the vacancies and iffuing com- 
miſſioners to officers, eſpecially to thoſe under the rank of field 
officers. Had I literally complied with the directions given 
upon this ſubje& when I firſt engaged in the ſervice, and which 
I conceived to be ſaperceded by a ſubſequent reſolve for form- 
ing the army upon the preſent eſtabliſhment, I muſt have em- 
ployed one clerk for no other buſineſs than iſſuing warrants of 
appointment, and giving information to Congreſs for their con- 
Hrmation or refuſal. Tr heing evident from the neceſſity of the 
thing; that there will be frequent changes and vacancies in of- 
Fee, from death and a variety of other caufes, I now ſubmit it 
to them, and pray their direction whether I am to purſue that 
mode and all the ceremonies attending it, or to be at liberty to 


fl! up and grant commiſſions at once to ſuch as may be fit and 


proper perſons to ſucceec. * e e 
Before I have done, with the utmoſt deference and reſpect 
T would beg leave to remind Congreſs of my former letters and 
applications reſpecting the appointment of proper perſons to ſu- 
perintend and take direction of ſuch priſoners as have alread 
fallen and will fall into our hands in the courſe of the war, — 
being fully convinced, that, if there were perſons appointed 
who would take the whole management of them under their 
care, the continent would fave a conſiderable ſum of money by 
it, and the prifoners be better. treated and provided with real 
neceſſaries than they now are and ſhall take the liberty to add 
that it appears to me a matter of much importance, and worthy 
of conſideration, that particular and proper places of ſecurity 
ſhould be fixed on and eſtabliſhed in the interior parts of the 
different governments for their reception. | 5 
Such eſtabliſhments are agreeable to the practice and uſage 
of the Engliſſi and other nations, and are fcunded on principles 
of neceſſity and public utility. The advantages which will a- 
riſe from them are obvious and many: —I ſhall only mention 
two or three. —They will tend much to prevent eſcapes (which 
are difficult to effect when the public is once advertiſed that the 
priſoners are reſtrained to a few ſtated and well-known places, 
and not pezmitted to go from thence), and the more ingenious 
among them from diſſeminating and ſpreading their artful and 
pernicious intrigues and opinions throughout the Country, which 
would influence the weaker and wavering part of mankind, and 


mTect with but too favorable a hearing. Further, it will be els 
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in their power to join and aſſiſt our enemies in caſes of invaſion, 
and will give us an opportunity always to know, from the re- 
turns of thoſe appointed to ſuperintend them, what number we 
have in poſſeſſion, the force ſufficient to check and ſuppreſs 
their hoſtile views in times of emergency, and the expenſes ne- 
ceſſary for their maintenance and ſupport. Many other reaſons 
might be adduced to prove the neceſſity and expediency of the 
meaſure I ſhall only ſubjoin one more, and then have done 
on the ſubject, - which is, that many of the towns where pri- 
ſoners have been already ſent, not having convenience for or 
the means of keeping them, complain they are burdenſome; 


and have become careleſs, inattentive, and altogether indiffer- 


ent whether they eſcape or not; and thoſe of them that are xe · 
ſtricted to a cloſer confinement (the limits'of jail) are neglect- 
ed, and not treated with that care and regard which Congreſs 
with, . . N 

I have not received further intelligence of the German troops 
fince my letter of the ſeventh inſtant, covering Mr. Cuſhing's 
diſpatches. But, left the account of their coming ſhould be 
true, may it not be adviſable and good policy to raiſe ſome 
companies of our Germans to ſend among them when they ar- 
rive, for exciting a ſpirit of diſaffection and deſertion?—TIf a 
few ſenſible and truſty fellows could get with them, I ſhould 
think they would have great weight and influence with the com- 
mon ſoldiery, who certainly have no enmity towards us, having 
received no injury nor cauſe of quarrel from us. The meaſure 
having occurred, and appearing to me expedient, I thought it 
prudent ta mention it for the conſideration of Cangreſs, 

Having 1eceived a letter from general Ward, adviſing that 
Congreſs have accepted his reſignation, and praying to be re- 
lieved,—and it being neceſſary that a general officer ſhould be 
ſent to take the command of the troops at Boſten, eſpecially if 
the army ſhould arrive which is talked of, and which ſome con- 
ſider as a probable event, - I muſt beg leave to recommend to 
Congreſs the appointment of ſome brigadier-generals, not hav- 
:ng mote here (nor ſo many at this time) than are eſſential to 
the government and conducting the forces and the works that 
are carrying on. Generals Sullivan and Thompton being or- 


dered to Canada, I cannot ſpare one more general officer from 


hence without injuring the ſervice greatly, and leaving the ar- 
my here without a ſufficient number. SR 

Having frequent applications from the committee of ſafery 
and others, about an exchange of priſoners, and not having ay 
taority to purſue any. other mode in this inſtance, than tha: 
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marked cut by a reſolve of Congreſs ſome conſiderable time 
ago, I hope they will pardon me when I wiſh them to take un- 
der conſide tation ſuch parts of my letter of · the twenty-ſecond 
ultimo as relate to this ſubject; and for their determination 
upon it. I ſhall then have it in my power to give explicit 
and ſatisfactory anſwers to thoſe who ſhall apply. | 

I am, fir, &c. | 9 G. W. 


Sra, New-Tork, May 15, 1776. 


. SINCE my laſt of the eleventh inſtant, which I had the 
honor to addreſs to you, nothing of moment or importance has 

<curred ; and the principal deſign of this is to communicate 
to Congreſs the intelligence I received laft night from general 
Schuyler by a letter of the tenth, reſpecting the progreſs of 
our troops in getting towards Canada, not doubting of their 
impatience and anziety to hear of it and of every thing relating 
to the expedition. For their more particular information and 
ſatisfaction, I have done myſelf the pleaſure to extract the ſub- 
ſtance of his letter on this head, which is as follows ;—* that 
general Thompſon, with the laſt of his brigade, on the morning 
of tueſday ſe*nnight, embarked at Fort-George ; and, in the 
evening of the next day, general Sullivan arrived at Albany; 
that he had ordered an additional number of carpenters to 
aſſiſt in bufiding boats; who, finiſhed eight every day, would 
have a hundred and ten complete by the twenty-firſt, . before 
which he was fearful the laſt of general Sullivan's brigade 
could not embark ;—that they would carry thirteen men each, 
beſides' the baggage, ammunition, and intrenching tools,” 
He alſo informs, that the ſixty barrels of powder had ar- 
rived, and would be forwarded that day ;—that the: firſt regi- 
ment of general Sullivan's brigade marched that morning ; and 
that the 'intrenching tools and about fix hundred barrels of 
pork were alfo gone on ;—that he cannot poſſibly ſend more 
than half of the three hundred thouſand dollars into Canada 
(being greatly in debt on the public account, and the creditors 
exceedingly clamorous and. importunate for payment), which 
lum he hopes will be ſufficient, till the Canadians agree to take 
our paper currency, to which they are much averſe, and of 
which he is exceedingly doubtful :—that he had got the chain, 
and would forward it that day to general Arnold; with orders 


to fix it at the rapids of Richelieu.“ He adds, © that he had 
| reviewed 
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reviewed general Sullivan's brigade in preſence of. about two 
hundred and fixty Indians, who were greatly pleaſed with the 
order and regularity of the troops, and Apr ed at the number, 
which, the tories had induſtriouſſy propagated, confifted only of 
three companies, and that they were always kept walking the 
itreets, to induce them to believe their number was much great- 
er than it really was.? 1 ht 
I have incloſed a copy of general Schuyler's inſtructions to 
James Price, eſquire, deputy commiſſary-general, for the regu- 
lation of his conduct in that department, which I received laſt 
night, and which general Schuyler requeſted me to forward 
you. -I alſo beg leave to lay before Congreſs a copy of a let- 
ter from Samuel Stringer, direQor of one of the hoſpitals, pur- 
porting an application for an increaſe of ſurgeons'-mates, &c. 
an eſtimate of which is alſo incloſed z and ſubmit it to them, 
what number muſt be ſent from hence or got elſewhere, It is 
kighly probable that many more will be wanted in Canada than. 
are already there, on account of the late augmentation of the 
army : but I thought it moſt adviſable to make his requiſition 
known to Congreſs, and to take their order and direction upon 
it,—As to the medicines, I ſhall ſpeak to Dr. Morgan (not yet 


arrived) as ſoon as he comes, and order him to forward ſuch as 


may be neceſſary and can be poſſibly ſpared. 


1 have the honor to be, &c. G.W. 


5 gin, 8 4 New: Tori, May 17 1776. 


1 THIS moment received by expreſs from general Schuy- 
ler an account of the melancholy proſpect and reverſe of our 
aflairs in Canada: and preſuming that the letters which accom- 


pany. this will give Congreſs full information upon the ſubject, 


I ſhall only add, that general Schuyler, in purſuance of orders 
from the, honorable commiſhoners, has directed brigadier-gene- 
ral Sullivan to halt his brigade ; as a further retaforcement 
(on account, of the ſcarcity of proviſions) would not relieve, 
but contribute greatly to diſtreſs our troops already in Canada. 
Before he received theſe orders, all the brigade, except . Day- 
ton's and Wayne's regiments, had left Albany: but I ſuppoſe 
he will be able to ſtop their march, 1 

By my letter of the fifteenth, Congreſs will perceive the 
quantity of pork already gone from hence: and the commiſſary 


has aſſured me that he will forward a further ſupply as ſoon as 


it can be poſſibly collected. I had alſo directed five tons - 
| e 
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lead to be ſent to general Schuyler for the Canada expedition, 

before I received this unfortunate account; which was as much 

as could be ſpared for the preſent (our ſtock being inconfidera- 

ble in proportion to the demand we may reaſonably expect for 

it); and ſhall do every thing in my power to relieve our affairs 

from their preſent diſtreſſed and melancholy ſituation in that 
quarter, which occurs to me and appears neceffary. 


J am alſo to acknowledge the receipt of your favors of the 


tenth and thirteenth inftant, with their ſeveral incloſures. The 
money, accompanying tne letter, came to the paymaſter's hands 
ſaſe.— I have the honor to be, &c. . 
Sm, | * New-York, May 18, 1776. 

I DO myſelf the honor to tranſmit to you the incloſed 
letters and papers I received this morning in the flate they 
now are, which contain ſundry matters of intelligence of the 
moſt intereſting nature. As the conſideration of them may 
lead to important conſequences and the adoption of ſeveral 
mealures in the military line, I have thought it adviſable for 
general Gates to attend Congreis—(he will follow to-morrow, 
and ſatisfy, and explain to them ſome points they may with to 
be informed of in the courſe. of their deliberations)—not hav- 
ing an opportunity at this time to ſubmit my thoughts to them 
upon theſe intereſting accounts. 


I have the honor to be, &c. | | G. W. 


 Srn, New-York, May 19, 1776. 

THIS will be delivered you by general Gates who ſets 
out to-day for Congreſs, agreeable to my letter of yeſterday. 
I have committed to him the heads of ſundry matters to lay 
before Congreſs for their conſideration, which, from the inter- 
eſting intelligence contained in my laſt, appear to me of the 
utmoſt importance, and to demand their moſt early and ſerious 


attention.” | 


_ Senſible that I have omitted to ſet down many things neceſ- 


ſary, and which probably, when deliberating, they will with to 
be acquainted with, — and not conceiving myſelf at liberty to 
depart from my poſt (though to attend them) without their 
previous approbation,— I have requeſted general Gates to ſub- 
join ſuch bints of his own, as he may apprehend material. His 

| military 
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military experience and intimate acquaintance with the ſitua- 
tion of our affairs will enable him to give Congreſs the fulleſt 
ſatisfaction about the meaſures neceſſary to be adopted at this 
alarming criſis : and, with his zeal and attachment to the cauſe 
of America, have a claim to their notice and favors. 
When Congreſs. ſhall have come to a determination en the 
ſubject of this letter, and ſuch parts of my former letters as 
have not been determined on, you will be pleaſed to honor me 
with the reſult, —I am, fir, &c. 55 . 


— 


Six, 355 Ve. Torl, May 20, 1976. 


YOUR favor of the ſixteenth, with ſeveral reſolutions of 
Congreſs therein incloſed, I had not the honor to receive till 
laſt night. Before the receipt, I did not think myſelf at liberty 
to wait on Congreſs, although I wiſhed to do it; and therefore, 
the more readily aſſented to general Gates's attendance, as I 
knew there were many. matters which could be better explain- 
ed in a perſonal interview than in whole-yolumes of letters. 
He accordingly ſet out for Philadelphia yeſterday morning, and 
muſt have been too far advanced on his journey (as he propoſed 
expedition) to be overtaken, 1 | 

I ſhall, if I can ſettle ſome matters which are in agitation 
with the provincial Congreſs here, follow to-morrow or next 
day; and therefore, with every ſentiment of regard, attach- 
ment, and gratitude to Congreſs for their kind attention to the 
means which they think may be conducive to my health, and 
with particular thanks to you for the politeneſs of your invi- 
tation to your houſe, conclude, dear fir, your moſt obedient, 


&c. 5 G, . 


—— 


Suu, Philadelphia, June 3, 1976. 


I HAVE peruſed the petition preferred by the indepen- 
dent corps of Boſton, and beg leave, through you, to inform 
Congreſs that the five regiments there are extremely deficient 
in arms, as are many other regiments in continental pay ; and 
lubmit it to their conſideration, whether any part of the arms 
lately taken, under theſe circumſtances, ſhould be delivered 
to the gentlemen applying for them determining, at the 
lame time, that whatever deciſion they come to, will be agree- 
able to me, and be literally complied with, by, fir, your moſt: 
obedient, &c. | PER | G. W. 

| News- 
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Sx, WET; New-York, Jane 7, 1776. 
1 DO myſelf the honor to inform Congreſs that I arrived 
here yeſterday afternoon about one o'clock, and found all in a 
Nate of peace and quiet. I had not time to view the works 
carrying on, and thoſe ordered to be begun when I went away; 
but have reaſon to believe, from the report of ſuch of the ge- 
neral and other officers as T had the pleaſure to ſee, that they 
have been proſecuted and forwarded with all poſſible diligence 
and diſpatch. 5 | | 

I am much concerned for the ſituation of our affairs in Ca- 
nada, and am fearful, ere this, it is much worſe than was firſt 
reported at Philadelphia, The intelligence from thence, in a 
letter from captain Wilkinſon of the ſecond regiment, to gene- 
ral Greene, is truly alarming. It not only confirms the account 
of colonel Biddle and major Sherburne's defeat, but - ſeems to 
forebode general Arnold's, with the loſs of Montreal;—L: have 
incloſed a copy of the letter, which will but too well ſhew that 
there is foundation for my apprehenſions. I 6947 

On wedneſday evening I received an expreſs from general 
| Schuyler, . with ſundry papers reſpeQing fir John Johnſton, 
which I have not time to copy, as the poſt is juſt going off, 
but will do myſelf the honor of tranſmitting you as ſoon as I 
poſſibly can. | r 
Before I left Philadelphia, I employed a perſon to ſuperin- 
tend the building of the gondolas which Congreſs had reſolved 
on for this place. He is arrived, and all things ſeem to be in 
a proper channel for facilitating the work: but when they are 
done, we ſhall be in much want of guns, having never received 
any of thoſe taken by commodore Hopkins. 
he pleaſed to mention me to Congreſs with the utmoſt re- 
ſpe& ; and I am, fir, with every ſentiment of regard and efteem, 
your and their obedient ſervant, G. W. 
P. 8. I this minute received your favor of the fifth inſtant, 
I am in need of commiſſions, and beg Congreſs to point out 
preciſely the line I am to purſue in filling them up. This I 
mentioned in my letter of the eleventh ultimo.—I am much 
pleaſed at the fortunate captures, and the generous conduct 
of the owners and maſters, for the tender of the money to Con- 


egreſs, 


June 


& 
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8 n,, | June 8, 1776. 
my letter of yeſterday which I had the honor of ad- 
dreſſing you, and which was deſigned to have gone by poſt, but 
was prevented by his departure at the uſual time, I mentioned 
my having received by expreſs a letter and ſundry papers from 
general Schuyler, reſpecting fir John Johnſton, copies of which 
I herewith tranſmit you for your inſpection and peruſal. ' They 
will ſhew you what meaſures were planned and attempted for 
apprehending him, and ſecuring the Scotch Hilders in 'Tryon 
county -* WS FOES 
Having heard that the troops at Boſton are extremely unea- 
ſy and almoſt mutinous for want of pay (ſeveral months being 
now due), I muſt take the liberty to repeat a queſtion contain- 
ed in my letter of the fifth ultimo, what mode is to be pur- 
ſued reſpeQting it? whether is money to be ſeat from hence by 
the paymaſter- general, or ſome perſon ſubordinate to him to be 
appointed there for that purpoſe ?—I expected ſome direction 
would have been given in this inſtance, long ere this, from 
what was contained in yours accompanying (or about the 
time of) the laſt remittance. I preſume it has been omitted 
by reaſon of the multiplicity of important buſineſs before Con- 
: greſs; - - s | 


In peruſing the ſeveral reſolves you honored me with when 


at Philadelphia and fince my return, I find one allowing a chief 


engineer for the army in a ſeparate department. The ſervice 
requiring many of them, I with Congreſs, if they know any per- 
ſons ſkilled in this buſineſs, would appoint them. General 
Schuyler has frequently applied, and ſuggeſted the neceſſity of 
having ſome in Canada,—I myſelf know of none. 
I alfo find there is a reſolve of the third of June, for taking 
Indians into the ſervice, which, if literally conſtrued, confines 
them to that in Canada.— s that the meaning of Congreſs, or 
that the commander-in-chief may order their fervice to any 

place he may think neceſſary ? | | 
In reſpect to the eſtabliſhing expreſſes between the ſeveral 
continental poſts, ho is to do it ?—the reſolves does not fay. 
Is it expected by Congreſs that I ſhould ?—Whoever the 
work is aſſigned to, I think ſhould execute it with the utmoſt 
diſpacth. The late imperfe& and contradictory accounts re- 
ſpecting our defeat at the Cedars, ſtrongly point out the ne- 
ceſſity there is for it. No intelligence is yet come from any 
olficer in command there (and moſt probably for want of a pro- 
; 8 | Per 
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per channel to convey it), though this misfortune happened ſo 
, ö { 2 | * 2 : BE LHANSJL Sea 413 


long ago. 


When I had the honor of being in Congreſs, if 1 wiſtake 


* 


New-York troops the fame pay as others in the continental 


ſervice. This, if any ſuch, I do not find; and if there is not 


ſuch a one, I ſhall be under ſome embarraſſment, how to pay 


the militia to be provided by this province. Ihe reſolve pro- 


viding them, ſays they are to be paid, while in ſervice, as other 
troops are. But if thoſe enliſted heretofore in tkis province 
are to receive according to the firſt eſtabliſhment, it is a matter 
of doubt, what the militia are to have. 82" -» 


Before this comes to hand, a hand- bill, containing an account 


of a victory gained by general Arnold over the party that had 
defeated Tolonel Biddle and major Sherburne, will moſt proba, 
bly have reached you. I have inquired into the authenticity 
of this fortunate report, and have found there is no dependence 


to be put in it: nor do I believe it deſerving of the leaſt credit, 


I ſhall be happy not to hear the reverſe. 


1 have the honor to be, &. : 6. W. 


P. 8. If Congreſs have come to any reſolution about an al. 


lowance to induces men to re- enliſt, you will pleaſe to favor me 
with it, as the time the rifle regiment is engaged for is juſt 
expired. LIC | I f . SY 

ra militia will be coming in, and they will be in muck 
need of covering, pleaſe to have all the tents, and cloth proper 
for making them that can be ,procured, forwarded as ſoon as 
poſſible. . 


* 
* 


Sig, ; DEN New-York, June 9, 1776, 


T WAS honored yeſterday with your favor of the ſeventh, 
with its incloſures. When Dr. Potts arrives, I ſhall order him 
to Canada or Lake-George, as may appear moſt proper. It is 
certainly neceſſary that he or Dr. Stringer ſhould go to the 
former. —The reſolve reſpecting general Wooſter's recall I will 
immediately tranſmit him with directions to repair hither with- 


out delay. | | > 
The ſituation of our affairs in Canada, as reported by the 
honorable commiſſioners, is truly alarming; and I am forty 
that my opinion of the ill conſequences reſulting from the thor; 
_ enliſtment of the army ſhould be but too well confirmed by the 
experience they have had of the want of diſcipline and order 
in 


not, I heard a reſolve read, or was told of one, allowing the 
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in our ſoldiery there. This induces me again to wiſh Con- 
grefs to determine on a liberal allowance to engage the troops 
already in ſervice, to re-enliſt for a longer period, or during 
the continuance of the war; nor can I forbear expreſſing my 
opinion of the propriety of keeping the military cheſt always 
ſupplied with money, as evils of the moſt intereſting nature are 
often produced for want of a regular payment of troops.—The 
neglect makes them impatient and uneaſy. x: 

I am much ſurpriſed at the ſcarcity of proviſions there, parti- 

cularly of flour ;. as, from ſeveral accounts I had received from 
thence, I was led to expect that conſiderable ſupplies of that 
article could be procured there, That our misfortunes may not 
become greater, I have wrote to the commiſſary to forward 
more proviſions, in addition to thoſe already ſent. 
An adjutant and quarter-maſter-general are indiſpenſably 
neceſſary, with aſſiſtants. The money ſaved to the continent 
by their non- appointment will be but ſmall and trifling, when 
put in competition with the loſs for want of them. Colonel 
Fleming who acted in the former capacity under general Mont- 
gomery, is now here: but his indiſpoſition is ſuch as to render 
him unfit, at this time, for the poſt: —it is an important one, 
and requires vigor and activity to diſcharge the duties of it. 
He will be of much ſervice to colonel Reed, the buſineſs of 
whoſe office will increaſe: conſiderably by the augmentation of 
the army. BS 

It will be neceſſary, too, that the commiſſaries in Canada, 
and the deputy quarter-maſter-generals, ſhonld have ſeveral 
aſſiſtants and clerks: nor do I think a preciſe number can be 
fixed on, as a variety of circumſtances may and mult occur, to 
render the number, eſſential for doing the buſineſs in thoſe de- 
partments, greater or leſs at different times. It will be better, 
I apprehend, to leave it indefinite, and with power to the com- 
manding officer to allow ſuch as may be wanted. | 

I am {till in the dark, how the unfortunate affair ended at the 
Cedars, or on what terms the ſurrender was made, as the laſt 
letter from the commiſſioners has reference to a former, and 
mentions an agreement entered into, which I have not ſeen : 
but I know of it more than I could with. 

I have received from Providence, in conſequence of Mr. 
Morris's order, as chairman of the ſecret committee of Con- 
grefs, two hundred and thirty-four muſkets, in part of the two 
hundred and forty-four directed to be ſent. The incloſed copy 
of a letter from Mr. Brown, will account for the deficiency. 
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+I ſhall be much obliged by your ordering a quantity of Tead 
and flints to be immediately forwarded : our demands for both 
are and will be very preſſing. There are alſo. wanted ſome 
Particular and neceſſary medicines to complete our hoſpital 
cheſts, of which I will get Dr. Morgan to furniſh Congreſs with 
a lift, when he writes or waits on them about ſome other mat- 
ters neceflary to be fixed in his departement. FTE 
As general Wooſter, in all probability, will be here in a lit- 
te time, in compliance with the reſolve of Congreſs and my or- 
der tranſmitted to him, I wiſh to know what I am to do with 
him when he comes. 2 | 2 25 1 
General Schuyler, in his letter of the thirty-firſt ultimo, of 
which I tranſmitted you a copy yeſterday, mentions that ſun- 
dry perſons had a deſign to ſeize him as a tory, and probably 
Kill have; and wiſhes Congreſs to give him ſome public mark 
of their approbation, if they are convinced of his zeal and at- 
tachment to the cauſe of his country. Whether he intended 
that I ſhould communicate his defire to them, or not, I am not 
certain : but, ſuppoſing that he did, I muſt beg leave to requeſt 
that you will lay the paragraph before them, that they may 
do, in the inſtance of his requiſition, whatever they may judge 
neceflary.—T have the honor to be, Kc. G. W. 
P. 8. If Congreſs have agreed to the report of the commit- 
tee for allowing the Indians fifty pounds for every priſoner 
they ſhall take at Niagara, &c. it is material I ſhould be in- 
formed of it. This will be a favorable opportunity for them to 
embrace, to gain poſſeſſion of Detroit and the other poſts, whilſt 
the enemy are engaged towards Montréal, &c. | 


Six, 7” - New-York, June 10, 1776. 


SINCE I did myſelf the hqnor of writing to you yeſter- 
day, J have had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing, and for a few minutes 
converſing with, Mr. Chaſe and Mr. Carroll from Canada. 
Their account of our troops and the ſituation of affairs in that 
department cannot poſſibly ſurpriſe you more than it has done 
Me. But I need not touch upon a ſubject which you will be 
| fo well informed of from the fountain-head ; nor thould I have 
given you the trouble of a letter by this day's poſt, but for the 
diſtraction which ſeems to prevail in the commiſſary's depart- 
ment, as well as others in that quarter,—the neceſſity of having 
it under one general direction, —and the diſſatisfaction of colo- 
nel Trumbull at the allowance made him by Congreſs as an 
| | equivalent 
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eguivalent for his trouble. With reſpe& to this particular mat- 
ter, I can only fay that I think he is a man well [calculated] 
for the buſineſs, and that, where a ſhilling is faved in the pay, 
a pound may be loſt by miſmanagement in the office; and that 
his reſignation at this time (I mean this campaign) may poſſibly 
be attended with fatal conſequences. I therefore humbly ſub- 
mit to Congreſs the propriety of handſomely rewarding thoſe 
gentlemen who hold ſuch very important, troubleſome, and 
hazardous offices, as commiſſary and quarter- maſte. 
In ſpeaking to the former about the ſupplies neceſſary for the 
troops to be raiſed, he informed me that the quantity of ſalt 


proviſions which was ſhipping from hence, might render his at- 


tempts to do it precarious; in conſequence of which, I defired 
him to lay the matter before the convention of this colony, 
which he will do this day, but in the mean while defired Con- 
greſs might be informed of the matter, which I cannot better 
do than in his own words incloſed, and ſubmit the conſideration 
of it to the wiſdom of that honorable body. a 7% 
To Congreſs I alſo ſubmit the propriety of keeping the two 
continental battalions (under the command of. colonels Shee 
and M*Gaw) at Philadelphia, when there is the greateſt pro- 
bability of a ſpeedy attack upon this place, from the kings 
troops. The encouragements given by governor Tryon to 
the diſaffected, which are circulated, no one can well tell how, 
the movements of theſe kind of people, which are more eaſy 
to perceive than deſcribe,—the confident report, which is ſaid 
to have come immediately from governor Tryon, and brought 
by a frigate from Halifax, that the troops at that place are em- - 
barking for this,—added to a thouſand incidental circumſtances, 
trivial in themfelves, but ſtrong from compariſon, —leave not a 


doubt upon my mind but that troops are hourly expected at 
the Hook. 8 72 


I had no doubt, when I left this city for Philadelphia, bu 
that ſome meaſures would have been taken to ſecure the ſuſ- 


pected and dangerous perſons of this government before now, 
and left orders for the military to give every aid to the civil 


power. But the ſubject is delicate, and nothing is done in it. 
We may therefore have internal as well as external enemies to 
contend with. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 8 | 7 7 W. 
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Su, Head. Qarierr, New-York, und 13. 1776. 


I HAVE the honor of tranſmitting to Congreſs: a letter 
which came by expreſs laſt night from general Schuyler, incloſ- 
ing a copy of a letter to him from colone! Kirkland. I have 
likewiſe ineloſed the copy of one directed to general Putnam or 
the commanding offfcer at New-York, The repreſentations 
contained in theſe letters have induced me, without waiting the 
determination of Congrels, to direct general Schuyler immedi- 
ately to commence a treaty with the Six-Nations, and to engage 
them in our intereſt, upon the beſt terms he and his colleagues 
in commiſſion can procure : and I truſt the urgency of the oc- 
eafion will juſtify my proceedings to the Congreſs :—the neceſ- 
fity for decifion and diſpatch in all our meaſures, i in my n 

becomes every day more and more apparent. | 

The expreſs, Mr. Bennet, was overtaken at Albany by ge- 
neral Schuyler, who had received intelligence at Fort-George 
that a conſiderable body of Mohawk Indians were coming 
down the Mobawk river under the conduct of fir John John- 
ſton. The cenera}'s extreme hurry would not allow him to 
write ; but it ſeems his intention is to collect at Albany a ſuffi- 
cient force to oppoſe fir John. I have given him my opinion. 
that colonel Dayton's regiment ſhould be employed in that ſer- 
vice, and to ſecure the poſt Whore Fort-Stanwix formerly 
ſtood. ; 

In conſequence of an jnforatation that foverel merchants | 
were exporting falt pork and beef from this place, I requeſted 
the commiffary to make application to the provincial Congreſs | 
for a reſtraint to be laid on the exportation of thoſe articles, as 
J apprehended, not only that the enemy might receive ſupplies. 
by the capture of cur veſſels, but that our people might ſhortly 
experience 2 ſcarcity. The provincial Congreſs have accord- 
ingly made a reſolution (a copy of which is ineloſed) to ſtop 
the exportation for fourteen days. They expect Congreſs will 
in the mean time frame ſome general regulations on' this head, 
They are unwilling (they fay) to ſubject their conſtituents to 

Partial reſtraints. 

I once mentioned to Congreſs that I thought a nete ex- 
tremely neceſſary; and they ſeemed inclined to inſtitute one for 
our army: but the affair ſeems to have been fince dropped. 
Give me leave again to inſiſt on the utility and importance of 
ſuch an eſtabliſhment. Ihe more I reflect upon the ſubject, 
the more I am convinced of its neceſſity, and Wat affairs can 
never, be properly conducted without it, 
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Tis with pleaſure I receive; the reſolse ĩncloſed in your fa- 
v0 of the eleventh inſtant. One confiderable ground of diſaf⸗- 
foction | in the army is therehy removed. 

I have employed perſons in building the ade and as 
which the Congreſs thought neceſſary for the defence of this 
place; and, in conjunction with. the provincial Congrels, have 
determined to ſink chevaux- de-friſe, one of which 1s already 
begun. IM 


am, with the utmoſt reſpect and eſteem, &c. G. N. 
; 8, tid ' pate 1 W of 84 / 
K HEE 5 3 be-, June 14, 1776. 


E Herewith tranſit you copies: of a letter from general 
. and its ſeveral incloſures, which I received ſince I had 
the honor of addreſſing you yeſterday, From theſe you will 
learn that general Thomas died the ſecond inſtant; and the ap- 
prehenſions of our frontier friends in this colony, that out la- : 
vage foes are meditating an attack againſt them, 

I muſt beg leave to refer you to a paragraph in the copy of 
general Schuyler's letter to general Putnam or the command- 
ing officer here, incloſed in mine of the thirteenth, where k 
requeſts a ſupply of clothing to be ſent for the army in Canada. 
As there is but little or no probability of getting it here, I 
ſhall be glad to know whether there will be any chance of pro- 
curing it in Philadelphia; and, if it ſhould be ſent through the 
hands of the Auarter- -maſter here, to what account it is to be 
charged. | 

I was laſt evening favored with yours of the eleventh inſtant, | 
zud hope the two battalions, which Congreſs have ordered 
from Philadelphia for the defence of this place, will come pro- 
vided with arms. If they do not, they will be of no ſervice, 
as there are more troops here already than are armed. 

From general Schuyler's letter, he has in view the taking 
poſt where Fort-Stanwix formerly ftood. I wrote him, I 
thought it prudent, previous to that, to ſecure a poſt lower 
down, about the falls below the German-Flats, leſt the ſava- 
ges ſhould poſſeſs themſelves of the country, and prevent ſup- 
plies of men and proviſions that may be neceſiary to ſend there 
in future. He ſays he is in want of cannon and ammunition ; 
but has expreſſed himſelf ſo ambiguouſly, that I am at a Toſs to 
know ' whether he meant what he has ſaid as an application or 
not,—this being the only intelligence on-the fubject, and the 
firſt mention of his- want, I have defired him 5 explain the 

{1 matter, 
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matter, and, in his future . requiſitions, for neceſſaries, to be 
more certain and explicit as to quantity and quality. In the 
mean time I ſhall ſend him ſome intrenching tools, and in- 
2 whether there are any cannon that can be ſpared. from 
ence. | 8 3 


I have the honor to be, &c. 1 F343" G. W . 


bn, 8 New-York, June 16, 1916. 


I DO myſelf the honor to tranſmit to Congreſs a copy of a 
letter covering copies ot other papers, which I received yeſ- 
terday evening from. general Sullivan. The intelligence com- 
municated by him is pleaſing and intereſting, and ſuch as muſt 
afford the greateſt ſatisfaction, if the conduct the Canadians 
have diſcovered: fince his arrival among them is ingenious and 


fincere. * W703 $4 215905 i | 
General Sullivan mentions his having given commiſſions to 
ſome of the Canadians as a meaſure founded in neceſſity, and 
requeſts my approbation of it. But not conſidering myſelf em- 
powered to ſay any thing upon the ſubje&, it may not be im- 
proper for Congreſs to give him their opinion 1n this inſtance. 
1 have alſo incloſed copies of General Schuyler's letters re- 
ceived at the ſame time. They contain accounts reſpecting the 
Indians, variant from what was 'reported by Mr. Kirkland, but 
amounting to the ' ſame thing, —the probability of the ſavages 
attacking our frontiers. — tolaenlioect 
By laſt night's poſt I had information of a capture made by 
Sur armed. vefſels, of one of the tranſports with a company of 
Highlanders on board, bound to Boſton. The incloſed extract 
from general Ward's letter to me will give you the intelligence 
more particularly..-There are accounts in the city, mention- 
ing other valuable prizes: but as general Ward has ſaid nothing, 
of'them, I fear they want authenticity, TP 185 
I beg leave to mention that a further ſum of money will be 
wanted for our military cheſt by the time it can be ſent. The 
incloſed note from the paymaſter-general ſhews the neceſlity 
for it; and, I may add, beſides his eſtimates of draughts to 
be made, there are the claims of the eaſtern troops at Boſton, 
for three or four month's pay, not included, and now due, 
Colonel Magaw is arrived with part of his battalion ; and by 
wedneſday evening the whole, both of his and colonel Shee's 
w1ll be here, as I am told. | 53 3176, 
As it is and may be of great importance to have a communi- 
Aebi! cation 
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extion With the Jerſeys and Long-Iſland, I have had fevers! 
flat-bottomed boats built for the ee and have thoughts of 
getring more for Poſaic and Hickinſac rivers, where they may 


Sa, | New-York, June 17, 1976. 


I BEG leave to inform Congreſs that general Wooſter 
has repaired to hea d-quarters, in obedience to their reſolve 
tranſmitted him ; and ſhall be extremely glad if they will give 
me ſuch further directions about him as they may conceive ne- 
ceſſary. He is deſirous of ſeeing his family in Connecticut, as 
T am informed, having been a good while from it. ſhall wait 


their inſtructions as to his future employment. 


© I am, fir, with ſentiments of much efteem, &c. G. W. 
„ | New-York, June 20, 1576. 


IAM now to acknowledge the receipt of your favors of 
the fourteenth and eighteenth inſtant, and the intereſting re- 
ſolves contained in them, with which I have been honored. 
The ſeveral matters recommended to my attention ſhall be par- 
ticularly regarded, and the directions of Congreſs and your 
Tequeſts complied with in every inſtance, as far as in my power. 

The inſtituting a war- office is certainly an event of great im- 
portance, and, .in all probability, will be recorded as ſuch in 
the hiſtoric page. The benefits derived from it, I flatter my- 
ſelf, will be conſiderable, though the plan upon which it is firſt 
formed may not be entirely perfect. This, like other great 
works, in its firſt edition, may not be free from error :—time 
will diſcover its defects, and experience ſuggeſt the remedy, 
and ſuch further improvements as may be neceſſary; but it was 
right to give it a beginning, in my opinion. | pages 

The recommendation to the convention of New-York for re- 
ſtraining and puniſhing diſaffected perſons, I am hopeful, will 
be attended with ſalutary conſequences ; and the prohibition a- 
gainſt exporting proviſions appears to have been a meaſure 
founded in ſound policy, leſt proper ſupplies ſhould be wanted, 
wherewith to ſupply our armies. = 5 238 

have tranſmitted general Schuyler the reſolves about the 
| | Indians, 
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Jndinas, and the qbbets on Which he is ta act; and have re. 
queſted his ſtrict attention and exertions in order to their _ 
carried into execution with all poſſible diſpatccg. 

I note your requeſt reſpecting Mr. Hancock. He ſhall: 1 
fach directions as may be neceflary for conducting his office; 
and I am happy he will have ſo early a remittance: n. 
the troops in his department. 

The filver and paper money deſigned for Corned will be 
bighly ſerviceable, -and-1 hope will be the means of re- eſta- 
bliching our credit there in ſome degree with the Canadians, 
and alſo encourage our men too, who have complained in this 
inſtance. When it arrives, I vill ſend it forward under a pro- 

per guard. | 

I have communicated to major- general Gates the reſolve of 
Congreſs for him to repair to Canada, and directed him to view 
Point-au-fer, that a fortreſs may be erected if he ſhall judge 
neceſſary. He is preparing for his command, and in a few days 
will take his departure for it. I would fain hope his arrival 
there will give our affairs a complexion different from what 
they have worn for a long time paſt, and that many eſſential 
benefits will reſult from it.” 

The kind attention Congreſs have ſhewn to afford the com- 
mander- in- chief here every aſſiſtance, by reſolving that recom- 
mendatory letters be written to the conventions of New- Jerſey, 
New-York, and aſſembly of Connecticut, to authoriſe him to 
call in the militia in caſe of exigency, claims my thankful ac- | 
knowledgments; and, I truſt, if carried into execution, will 
produce many advantages in caſe it may be expedient at any 
time to call in early reinforcements. The delays incident to | 
the ordinary mode may frequently render their aid too late, and 
prove exceedingly injurious. . 

I this evening received intelligence of the . ae a 
from captain Pond of the armed ſloop Schuyler, of his having c 
taken, about fifty miles from this, on the ſouth ſide of Long- L 

Ifland, a ſhip and a floop bound to Sandy-Hook. Ihe ſhip, ] 
from Glaſgow; with a company of the forty-fecond regiment, 
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Bi had been taken by one of commodore Hopkins's fleet, who took. D 
Li the ſoldiers out, and ordered her to Rhode-[ſland ; after which, 0 
4 the was retaken by the Cerberus, and put under the convoy of t 
1 the ſloop. As captain Pond informs me, t there were ſive com- 0 


miſſioned officers, two ladies, and four privates on board. They 
are not yet arrived at head-quarters. Awards is an invoice of 


what they have on board. 


General Wooſter having expreſſed an inclination and with to 
Watt 
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wait on Congreſs, I have: given 1 permiſſion, not having any: 
eccaſion for him here. He ſer out this morning. 

IJ have. been up to view the grounds about Kingſbrid e, rn 
find them to admit of ſevera}-plages well calculated dr d 


fence i and, efteeming it a, paſs of the utmoſt importance, "Tag 


ordered works to be laid out, and ſhall direct part of the two 
battahons from Pennſylvania to ſet about the execution imme- 
diately, and will add to their number ſeveral of the militia 
when they come in, to expedite them with all poſſible diſpatch. 
Their conſequence, as they will keep open the communica- 
tioa with the country, requires che moſt ſpeedy completion of 
them: 


I have the honor to be, cz 1 | S. W. 


os —— \ - ” $ - - 


Six, bo 5 . 1 Mau- Teri, "th Ar: 17767 


I WAS this j Ws: hi honored with your favor of the 
nineteenth inſtant, with ſundry ſeſolves of Congreſs, which 
came to hand after I had cloſed mine of the twentieth. I thall 
appoint a deputy muſter-maſter-general as ſoon as I can fix on 
a proper perſon for the office, and direct him immediately to 
repair to Canada. 

Mr. Bennet, the bearer of this, Jello kred me a letter to- day 
from general Schuyler, incloſing the proceedings of the com- 
miſſioners of Indian affairs, at a meeting at Albany, in conſe- 
quence of the reſolution of Congreſs (as they fay) which LI 
tranſmitted, the ſeventh inſtant, for engaging the Indians in 
our ſerviee; The gentlemen appear to me to have widely miſ- 
taken the views of Congreſs in this inſtauce; and to have form- 
ed a plan for engaging ſuch. Indians as were not in conterapla- 
tion. I cannot account upon what principle they have. gone, 
as a part of their proceedings ſhe ws they are about to hold a 
conference with the Six-Nations. I ſuppoſe they citcemed 
what they have done, a neceſſaiy meaſure ;—a copy of which 
Lhave the honor to incloſe you: 

I ſhall now beg leave to lay before Congreſs a propoſition 
made to me by captain Leary of this city, in behalf of a body 
of men who are defirous of being employed in the continental 
ler vice, as a troop of horſe, and at the ſame time to offer my 
opinion that ſuch a corps may be extremely uſeful in many re- 
ipects, In a march, they may be of the utmoſt ſervite in re- 
connoitriug the enemy and gaining intelligence, and have it in 
their power to render many impostals benefits. The terms on 
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which they are willin * Be engage are incloſed, which appear to 


me moderate and reaſonable.— I am alſo informed that another 
company might readily be made up, and moſt probably upon 
the fame terms. I would therefore ſubmit the propriety and 
expediency of the meaſure to the conſideration of Congreſs, and 
wiſh their opinion whether it will be agreeable to them that 
both. or either of them ſhould be formed and incorporated in 
this army, in manner as has been propoſed by po on Leary, 
if it can be done. 


I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
Sin, | Head-Duarters, June 27, 1776. 


THIS will be delivered to you by the chevalier de Kir- 
movan and monſieur de Vermonet. 
men juſt arrived in this place, who have made application to 
me to be received into the continental ſervice. They bring 


letters to Dr. Franklin and ſome other gentlemen of the Con- 


greſs. I ſuppoſe it will better appear from thoſe letters, than 
from any information I can give, whether it will be proper ts 


employ them in the capacity they are defirous of. 
1 am, fir, with the greateſt eſteem, &c. = W. 


_ : 1 - : | 
! Six, New-Tork, Jure 23, 17 76. 
1 Here with tranſmit you an extract of a letter from gene- 


ral Ward, which came to hand by laft night's poſt, containing 
the agreeable intelligence of their having — * the king's 


ſhips to leave Nantaſket road, and of two tranſports more be- 


Ing taken by our armed veſſels, with two hundred and ten 
Highland troops on board. 

7 fincerely with the ſame ſucceſs had attended our arms in 
another quarter :—but it has not. In Canada, the fituation of 
our affairs is truly alarming, The incloſed copies of generals 
Schuyler, Sullivan, and Arnold's letters will inform you that 


general Thompſon has met with a repulſe at Three-Rivers, and 


is now a prifoner i in the hands of general Burgoine, who (theſe 
accounts ſay) is arrived with a conſiderable army. Nor do they 
ſeem to promiſe an end of our misfortunes here: —it is greatly 
to be feared that the next advices from thence will be, that our 
ſhattered, divided, and broken army (as you will ſee by the 


return) have been obliged to abandon the country, and retreat, 
: to 


They are French gentle- 


„„ 9... 9 5. 4 CI ES INES. 


i 2 Y _ - * a 
„. 


- OFFICIAL LETTERS. ms 


to avoid a greater calamity,—that of being cut of or becoming 
priſoners.—I will have done upon the ſubject, and leave you to 
draw ſuch conclufions as you ebnceive, from the ftate- of facts, 
are moſt likely to reſult; only adding my apprehenſtuns that 
one of the latter events,—gither that they are cut off, or be- 
come priſoners, —has already happened, if they did not retreat 
while they had an opportunity. , General Schuyler and general 
Arnold ſeem to think it extremely probable : and if it has taken 
place, it will not be eaſy to deſcribe all the fatal conſequences 
that may flow from it. At leaſt our utmoſt exertions will be 
neceſſary, to prevent the advantages they have gained being 
turned to our greater misfortunes, —General Gates will cer- 
tainly ſet out to-morrow, and would have gone before now, had 
he not expected to receive ſome particular inſtructions from 
Congreſs, which colonel Braxton faid he imagined would be 
given, and tranſmitted here. 


Incloſed is a copy ot a letter from general Arnold, reſpect- 
ing ſome of the Indian tribes, to general Schuyler, and of a 
talk had at Albany, with thirteen of the Oneidas. They ſeem- 
ed then to entertain a friendly diſpoſition towards us, which L 
wiſh may pot be changed by the misfortunes we have ſuſtained. 
in Canada. ; | ; 
I have the honor to be, &c. . . 


SN, | New-York, June 27, 1776. 


I THES morning received by expreſs, letters from gene- 
ral Schuyler and Arnold, with a copy of one to general Sulli- 
van from the former, and alſo of others to general Sullivan; of 
all which I do myſelf the honor to tranſmit you copies. They 
will give you a further account of the melancholy ſituation of 
our affairs in Canada, and ſhew that there is nothing left to 
lave our army there but evacuating the country. 

I am hopeful general Sullivan would retreat from Iſle-aux- 
noix without waiting for previous orders for that purpoſe ; as 
from general Schuyler's and Arnold's letters, it is much to be 
feared, by remaining there any conſiderable time, kis retreat 
would be cut off, or at leaſt be a matter of extreme difficulty. 
I] would, obſerve to Congrels that it is not in my power to ſend 
any carpenters from hence to build the gondolas and gallies 
general Arnold mentions, without taking them from a work 
equally neceſſary (if not more ſo) here, of the ſame kind ;—. 
and ſubmit it to them whether it may not be adviſable (as it +: 
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of great importance to us to have a number of thoſe veſfels on 
the lake, to prevent the enemy's paſſing) to withdraw the car: 
penters for the preſent from the frigates building up'the North 
river, and detach them immediately, with all that can be got 
at Philadelphia, for that purpoſe and carrying on thoſe here. 
I have the pleafore to inform you of another capture made 
by our armed veſſels, of a tranſport, on the nineteenth inſtant, 
with a company of Highland grenadiers on board. 
cloſed extract of a letter from general Ward, by laſt night's 
poſt, contains the particulars; to which I beg leave to refer 
ou. 
f I have been kindred with your favors of the twenty-firſt and 
twenty-fifth inſtant in due order, with their important inclo- 
fures, to which I ſhall particularly attend. —T have tranſmitted 
general Schuyler a copy of the refolve of Congreſs reſpecting 
the Mohickan and Stockbridge Indians, and directed him to 
put an immediate ſtop to the raiſing the two companies. 
The quarter-maſter-general has been called upon for topping 
the tents deſigned for Maflachuſetts-Bay, and ordered to for- 


ward them immediately. He means to write to Congreſs up- 


on the ſubject, and Hopes his conduct willi not appear to deſerve 
their reprehenfion. Of this _ xmas * from his relation 
of the matter. 


* 


fur niſh me with ſome wg neceFary 3 in that instance. 
T have the honor to be, 1 G. W. 


Sta, | = 3 New-York, June 27, 1776. 


UPON information that major “ * Was travelling 
rough the country under ſufpicious circumſtances, I thought 
it neceſſary to have him ſecured. I therefore ſent after him. 
he was taken at South-Amboy, and brought up to New-Y ork. 
Upon examination he informed me that he came from New- 
Hampſhire, the country of his uſual abode, where he had left 
his family; and pretended he was deſtined to e e on 
buff neſs with Congreſs. 


As by his own confeſſion he had crofed Hudfon* 5-phyer: af 
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New-Windſor, and was taken ſo far out of his proper and di- 
rect route to Philadelphia, this: conſideration. added to the 
length of time he had taken to perform his journey, —his being 
found in ſo ſuſpicious a place as Amboy,—his unneceſſary flay 
there on pretence of getting ſome baggage from New-York, 

and an expeQation of receiving money from 2 perſon here, of 
bad character, and in no circumſtances to furniſh him out of his 
own ftock,—the major's. reputation, and his being a halt-pay 


| officer, —have increaled my jealouſies about him. 


The buſineſs, which he informs me he has with Congrels, i is 


2 ſecret offer of his ſervices, to the end that, in caſe it ſhould 


be rejected, he might have his way left open to an employment 
in the Eaſt Indies, to which he is aſſigned: and in that caſe he 
flatters himſelf he will obtaig leave of Congreſs to go to Great - 
Britain. ö 

As he had deen put upon his parole by Gen 1 thought 
it would be i improper to ſtay his progreſs to Philadelphia, 
mould he be in fact deſtined thither. I therefore ſend him 
forward, but (to prevent impoſition) under the care of an offi- 
cer, with; latrers found upon him, which, from their tenor, 
ſeem calculated to recommend him to Congreſs.—-I ſubmit it 
to their confideration, whether it would not be dangerous to 
accept of the offer of his ſervice. 

J am, fir, with greateſt reſpect, &c. 8 


— * — 


Sm, „ New-York, June 28, 1776. 


IN compliance wich the reg! nest of Congreſs contained in 


your favor of the twenty - fifth inſtant, and my promiſe of yeſter- 


day, I do myſelf the honor to inform you that the coſt of a ra- 
tion, according to the commiſſary-general's eſtimate, from the 
firſt of July to the firſt of December, will be from eight · penee 
to eight- pence halfpenny, Vork currency. 

Having diſcharged the obligation I was under in this in- 
ſtance, and finding that many applications have been made tor 
victuallipg the flying camp, I would, with all poſſible defer- 
ence, With. Congreis to conſider the matter well before they 
come to any determination upon it, Who the gentlemen. are 
that have made offers upon this occaſion, I know not: conſe - 
quently my objections to their appointment cannot proceed 
from . perſonal diſlike ; nor have I it in view. to ſerve Mr. 
Trumbull the commillary- general, by wiſhing him to have. the 


direction. of the whole ſapplies for his emolument ; becauſe 
rat whatever 


— 
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whatever rations are taken from him fave him the trouble cf 
ſupplying proviſions to the amount, without diminiſhing his 
pay,=that being fixed and certain: — but what influences me is 
a regard to the public good. I am morally certain, if the bu- 
ſineſs is taken out of Mr. Trumbull's hands and put into ano- 


ther's, that it may, and will in all probability, be attended with 


great and many inconveniences. It is likely, during the conti- 
nuance of the war between us and Great- Britain, that the army 
here, or part of it, and the troops compoſing the flying camp, 
will be frequently joined, and under the neceſſity of affording 
each other mutual aid. If this event is probable (and moit 
certainly it is), the ſame confuſion and diſorder will reſult from 
having two commiſſaries, or one commiſſary and one contractor 


in the ſame army in the ſame department, as did between Mr. 


Trumbull and Mr. Livingſton on the coming of the former to. 
New-York. I cannot diſcriminate the two caſes; and not 
foreſeeing that any good conſequences will flow from the mea- 
fare, but that many bad ones will, —ſuch as claſhing of inter- 
efts,—2 contention for ſtores, carriages, and many other cauſes 
that might be mentioned if hurry of buſineſs would permit, — 
Econfell I cannot perceive the propriety of appointing a differ= 


ent perſon, or any but the commilſſary. | 
TI would alſo add, that few armies, if any, have been better 
Tupplied than the troops. under Mr. Trumbull's care in this 
inſtance ; which, I ſhould ſuppoſe, ought to have conſiderable 
weight, eſpecially as we have ftrong reaſons to believe that a 
large ſhare of the misfortunes our arms have ſuſtained in Cana- 
da, ſprang from a want of proper and necefiary ſupplies of pro- 
viſiouls. 1 e e | 
Mr. Trumbull too (I am informed) has already made provi- 
fron in New-Jerfey for the flying camp which will be ſtationed 
there, and employed proper perſons in that colony to tranſact 
the buſineſs incident to his department, in obedience to my 
orders, and in full confidence that' it was to come under his 
management. ; _ | 
My great deſire to ſee the affairs of this important poſt, on 
which fo much depends, go on in an ealy, ſmooth and unin- 
terupted courſe, has led me to ſay thus much upon the ſubject, 
and will, I hope (if I am unhappy enough to differ in opinion 
with Congreſs), plead my excuſe for the liberty I have taken. 
I would alſo beg leave to mention to. Congreſs the neceſſity 


there is of ſome new regulations being entered into, reſpecting 


the chaplains of this army. They will remember that appli- 
cations were made to increaſe their pay, which was conceived 
| | too 


Ly 
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too low for their ſupport ;- and that it was propoſed. (if it conld 
not be done for the whole) that the number ſhould be leflened; 
and one be appointed to two regiments, with an additional al- 
lowance. This latter expedient was adopted, and, while the 
army continued altogether at one encampment, anſwered well, 
or at leaſt did not produce many inconveniences, But the ar- 
my now being differently circumſtanced from what it then was, 
—part here, part at Boſton, and a third part detached to Ca- 
nada, has introduced much confuſion and diforder in this in- 
ſtance; nor do I know how it is poſſible to remedy the evil, 
but by affixing one to each regiment, with ſalaries competent. 
to their ſupport. No ſhifting, no change from one regiment to 
another can anſwer the purpoſe; and in many caſes it could 
never be done though the regiments ſhould conſent, —as where 
detachments are compoſed of unequal numbers, or ordered 
from different poſts, Many more inconveniencies might be 
pointed out: but theſe, it is preſumed, will ſufficiently ſhew 
the defect of the preſent eſtabliſhment, and the propriety of an 
alteration. W hat that alteration ſhall be, Congreſs will pleaſe 
to determine. 3 2 5 3 
Congreſs, I doubt not, will have heard of the plot that was 
forming among many diſaffected perſons in this city and go- 
vernment for aiding the king's troops upon their arrival. No 
regular plan ſeems to have been digeſted : but ſeveral perſons 
have been enliſted, and ſworn to join them. The matter, I am 
in hopes, by a timely diſcovery, will be ſuppreſſed and put a 
ſtop to. Many citizens and others, among whom is the mayor, 
are now in confinement. The matter has been traced up ta 
governor Tryon ; and the mayor appears to have been a princi- 
pal agent, or go-between him and the perſons concerned in it. 
The plot has been communicated to fome of the army, and 
part of my guard engaged in it. T* H“ , one of 
them, has been tried, and, by the unanimous opinion of a court. 
martial, is ſentenced to die, having enliſted himſelf, and en- 
gaged others. The ſentence, by the advice of the whole 
council of general officers, will be put in execution to- day at 
eleven o'clock. The others are not tried, I am hopeful this 
example will produce many ſalutary conſequences, and deter o- 
thers from entering into the like traitorous practices. | 
The incloſed copy of a reſolve of the provincial Congreſs 
will ſkew that ſome of the diſaffected on Long-Iſland have 
taken up arms.—I have, agreeable to their requeſt, ſent a 
party after them, but have not as yet been able to apprehend 
| : them, 
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them, —liaving concealed themſelves in different woods and 
moraſſes. = + 9 
General Gates ſet out on tueſday with a fine wind which 
has been fair ever {ince; and would ſoon arrive at Albany. 
I this moment received: a letter from lieutenant Daviſons 
of the Schuyler armed fioop, a copy of which I have mclofed';- 
to which I beg leave to refer you for the intelligence commus= 


nicated by him. . 


I could with general Not and his armament not to Se 6 


yet, as not more than a thouſand militia have yet come in, and 
our whole force (including the troops at all rhe detached potty; 
and on board the armed veſſels, which are comprehended? in 
our returns) is but ſmall and inconſider able, when compared 
with the extenſive lines they are to defend, and (moſt proba- 
bly) the army that he brings. I have no further intelligence 
about him than what the l:eutenant mentions : but it is ex- 
tremely probable his accounts and conjectures arc tower f = 
J have the honor to be, &c. +1 G. Ws 
P. 8. I have incloſed a general return HR it ts cer- 
tainly depended on, that general Howe and flect have failed: 
from Halifax. Some of the nien, en board tlie prizes menti- 
oned in the licutenanit's letter, were on board 225 Greyhound, 
and ſaw general Howe. _ 


— — — 


rm, ro New-York, Yune 29, 776. 

I WAS laſt night honored with your favor of the twenty- 
fixth inſtant, and, agreeable to your requeſt, thall pay proper 
attention to the reſolves it incloſed. 

I obſerve the augmentation Congreſs have reſolved to make 
to the forces deſtined to the northern department, and the 
bounty be allowed ſach ſoldiers as will enliſt for three years. 
I hope many good conſequences will reſult from theſe mea- 
ſures ; and that, from the latter, a conſiderable number ot men 
may be induced to engage. in the ſervice. 

I ſhould eſteem myfelf extremely nappy to afford the lea 
aſſiſtance to the Canada department! in compliance with the de- 
fire of Congreſs and your requiſition, were it in my power: but 
it is not. The retura which I tranimitted yeſterday will Eut 
too well convince Congreſs of my incapacity in chis inſtance, 
and point out to them that the force I now have is trifling, 
conſidering the many and important poſts that are neceſſary, 
aud muſt be bpborted, i pollible, But fc militia have yet 

C Ollie 
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come in, the hole being about twelve hundred, in the 
two battalions of this, city, and one company from wy 2 es. 
1 wiſh the delay may not be attended with diſagrecable conſe- 
queness, and their aid may not come too late, or when it may 
not he wanted. I have wrote, —I have done eycry thing 1 
could, to call them in: but they have not chm, though I am 
talg that they are generally willing. 

The accounts communicated. yeſterday. through lieutenant 
Davos $ letter are partly confirmed, and, I dare lay, will turn 
out to be true on the whole. Foe. two or three. days paſt, 
three or four ſhips have been dropping i in; and I juſt now ze- 


ceived an expreſs from an officer appointed to keep a look-out. 


on Staten - Iſland, that forty-five arrived at the Hook to- day : 
—fome ſay more z —-and I ſuppoſe the whole fleet will be in, 

within a day or to. . I am hopeful, before they are prepared 
to attack, that I ſhall get ſome reinforcements. Be this as 3t 
may, I ſhall attempt ta make the beſt diſpoſition I can of 
our troops, in order to give them a proper reception, and to 
pre vent the ruin and deſtruction they are meditating againſt us. 

As ſoon as the expreſs arrived laſt night, I ſent the letters 


for the northern colonies, to the 0 with 


orders to forward them immediately. | 

When monſieur Wiebert comes (I have mot ſeen Rien yet) 
— 1 ſball employ him as Congreſs have directed. The terms 
upon which he offers his ſervice ſeem to. promiſe ſomething 
from him. I wiſh-he may anſwer, and * inen in 0 *. 


he ſays he i 1 acquainted with, : > © 


4 have the honor to be, &c. 1 . . W. 
Sm, 15 NM” New-York, June 30, . 776. 


* HAD the plealure of receiving your favor of the twen - 
ty-ninth, early this morning, with which you. have been pleaſed 
to honor me, together with the reſolves for a further en 
tation of our army. 

The battalion of Germans, which Congreſs have 3 to 
be raiſed, will be a corps of much ſervice : and I am hopeful 
that ſuch perſons will be appointed officers, as will | complete | 
their enliſtments with all poſſible expedition. | 

1 ſhall communicate to colonel Stevenſon and one af: his 
field officers what you have requeſted, and direct them to repair 
immediately to Philadelphia. It is an unlucky circumſtancę 
that the term of enliſtment of theſe three companies, and of 1 

Ws © rifie 
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rifle battalion, ſhould expire at this time, when a hot campaign 
is, in all probability, about to commence. : 

Canada, it is certain, would have been. an pact 2cquik. 
tion, and well worth the expenſes incurred in the purſuit of it. 
But as we could not reduce it to our poſſeſſion, the retreat of 

our. army with ſo little loſs, under ſuch a variety of diſtreſſes, 
muſt be eſteemed a moſt fortunate event. It is true, the ac- 
counts we have received, do not fully authoriſe us to ſay that 
wr have ſuſtained no loſs : but they hold forth a probable 
.ground for ſuch concluſion. —I am anxious to hear it confirm: 
ed,” -;; ; 

I have the Bose of tranſmitting you an extract of a letter 
received laſt night from general Ward.--If the ſcheme the 
privateers had in view, and the meaſures he had planned, bave 
been carried into execution, the Highland corps will be toler- 
ably well diſpoſed of: but I fear the rune” event has not 
taken place. 

In general Ward's le was Wen one from as 
colonel Campbell, who was made priſoner with the Highland 
troops. I have tranſmitted you a copy. This will give you a 

full and exact account of the number of priſoners that were on 
board the four tranſports ; and will prove, beyond a poſſibility 
of doubt, that the evacuation of, Boſton by the Britiſh troops 
was a matter neither known nor expected when he received his 
orders. Indeed ſo many facts had concurred before to ſettle 
the matter, that ne additional proofs were neceſfary,. 

When I had the honor of addreſſing you yeſterday, I bad 
only been informed of the arrival of forty-five of the fleet in 
the morning. Since that, I have received authentic intelli- 
gence from ſundry perſons (among them, from general Greene) 
that a hundred and ten fail came in before night, that were 
counted, and that more' were ſeen about duſk in the offing— 
T have no doubt but the whole that failed from Halifax are 
now at the Hook. 

Juſt as I was about to collins my letter, 1 received « one 
from a-gentleman upon the ſubje& of calling the five regi- | 
ments from Boſton to the defence of Canada or New-York, 
and to have militia raiſed in their lieu. have ſent you a co- 
Py, and ſhall only obſerve, that I Know the author well : his 
hand- -writing is quite familiar to me: he is a member of the 
general court, very ſenſible, of great influence, and a warm and 
zealous friend to the cauſe of America. The a Sonia pro- 
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er by him is ſubmitted to Congreſs. 
1 have the honor to be, &c. . G. w. 
| "Eu News- 


* 
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S.. wWew⸗ ri, July 3, 1776. 
- | $142 | 


.. SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you, and on, the 
fame day, ſeveral ſhips more arrived within the Hook, making 
the number that came in then a hundred and ten; and there 
remains no doubt of the whole of the fleet from Halifax being 
now here. Yeſterday evening fifty of them came up the bay, 
and anchored on the Staten-Iſland fide, Their views I cannot 
xrecifely determine; but am extremely apprehenſive, as part 
of them only came, that they mean to ſurround the iſland, and. 
ſecure the ſock upon it. I had conſulted with a committe of 
the provincial Congreſs upon the ſubject, before the arrival of 
the fleet; and they appointed a perſon to ſuperintend the buſi- 
neſs, and to drive the ſtock off. I alſo wrote to brigadigr- ge- 
netal Heard, and directed him to the meaſure, left it might be 
neglected; but am fearful it has not been effected. | I 


Dur reinforcement of militia is yet but ſmall :—I cannot aſ- 


certain the amount, not having got a return. However, I 
truſt, if the enemy make an attack, they will meet with a re- 


5 have the pleaſure to inform you that an agreeable 


irit and willin 


24 


part of their force to Amboy, and to ravage that part of the 
country, if not extend their views farther, I ſubmit it to Con- 
greſs whether it may not be expedient for them to repeat and 
preſs home their requeſts to the different governments that are 
to provide men for the flying camp, to furniſh their quotas 
with all poſſible diſpatch. It is a matter of great importance, 
and will be of ſerious conſequence, to have the camp eſtabliſh- 


ed in caſe the enemy ſhould be able to poſſeſs themſelves of 


this river, and cut off the ſupplies of troops that might be ne- 
ceſſary on certain emergencies to he ſent from hence. A 

I muſt entreat your attention to an application I made ſome 
time ago, for flints. We are extremely deficient in this neceſ- 
ſary article, and ſhall be greatly diſtreſſed if we cannot obtain 


a ſupply. Of lead we have a ſufficient quantity for the whole 


campaign, taken off the houſes here. 3 

Eſtimating it of infinite advantage to prevent the enemy 
from getting freſh proviſions, and horſes for their waggons, ar- 
tillery, &c. I gave orders to a party of our men on Staten-I[- 


land (ſince writing to general Heard) to drive the ſtock off, 


without waiting for the aſſiſtance or direction of the commit- 
Ce tees 


gneſs for action ſeem to animate and pervade 
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$266 theres leſt their flow mode of tranſacting bufineſs might 


produce too much delay ;—and have ſent this morning to know 
what they have. done. am this morning informed by à gen- 
tleman, that the committee of Elizabeth-town ſent their com- 
pany of light-horſe on monday to effect it, and that ſome of 
their militia were to give their aid yeſterday. He adds that he 
was credibly told laſt night by a party of the militia coming to 
this place, that yeſterday they faw a good deal of ſtock driving 
off the ifland, and croffing to the Jerſeys.— If the buſinefs is 

not executed before now, it will be impoffible to do it. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 2 . 
By © New-York, July 4, 1736. 
I THIS will be handed you by colonel Stevenſon, whom I 
aye ordered, with the captains of the to riffe companies from 
aryland, to wait on Congreſs. They will point out ſuch 
meaſures as they conceive molt likely to advance the raifing of 
the new riffe battalion, and the perſons they think worthy of 
promotion, that have feryed in the three companies here, agree, 
able to the incloſed liſt. I am not acquainted with them my- 
Telf, but from their report. and recommendation, which I doubt 
not to be juſt ; and that, if Congreſs will pleaſe to inquire of 

them, they will mention other proper perfons for officers. _ 

Only about forty. of the three old companies have re-entift- 
ed, whom 1 ſhall form into one for the preſent, and place under 
an officer or two, till a farther and complete arrangment is 

made of the whole battalion,  _ 2 c 
I have the honor to be, &c. $ G. W. 
—_ >. - 5 New-York, July 4, 1776. 
HEN I had the honor to addreſs you on the thirtieth 
ultimo, I tranſmitted a copy of a letter I had received from a 
gentleman, a member of the honorable general court [of MA 
Lebus. fuggeſting the improbability of ſuccours coming 
from thence in any reaſonable time, either for the defence of 
this place, or to reinforce our troops engaged in the Canada 
expedition. I am ſorry to inform you, that from a variety of 
intelligence, his apprehenfions appear to be juſt, and to be fully 
confirmed: nor have I reaſon to expect but that the ſupplies 
trom the other two governments, Connecticut and — 
| Ire, 
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| Kare, will be extremely ſto and greatly deficient in num- 
ber i "os | \. IRIS: #7! 8 —5 9 19 i 12808 1 


| 1 118 „5 ö Fenn güch de A MDO7TT 
As it now ſeems beyond queſtion, and clear te demonſtrati- 
on, that the enemy mean to direct their operations and bend 
_ their moſt vigorous efforts againſt this colony, and wil attempt 
to unite their two armics; that under general Burgoyne, and 
the one arrived here, I cannot but think the expedient” pro- 
poſed by that gentleman is 1 juſt; and that the con- 
tinental regiments, now in the Maſſachufetts- Bay, fhould be 
immediately called from thence, and be employed where there 
rs the ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe their aid will be indiſpenſably 
neceſſary. The expediency of the meaſure 1 ſliall fabmit to 
the confideration of Congreſs, and will only obſerve, as my 
opinion, that there is not the moſt diſtant profpe@ of an at- 
tempt being made, where they now are, by the enemy ; and, 


111099 8 


if there thould; that the militia that can be affembled upon the 


ſhorteſt notice will be more than equal to repel it. They are 
welt armed, reſolute, and determined, and will inſtantly op- 
e any invaſion that may be made in their own colony. 
I ſhall alfo take the liberty again to requeſt Congreſs to in- 


tereſt themſelves in having the militia raifed, and forwarded 


with all poſſible expedition, as fait as any confiderable number 
of them can be collected, that are to compoſe the ffying camp. 
This F mentioned in my letter yeſterday, but think proper to 
repeat it, being more and more convinced of the neceflity. 
The camp will be in the neighborhood of Amboy: and 1 ſhall 
be glad that the conventions, or cotnmittees of fafety, of thofe 
governments from whence they come, may be requeſted to * 
me previous notice of their marching, that I may form fome 
plan, and direct proviſion to be made for their reception. 

The diſaffection of the people at that place and others not far 
diſtant, is exceedingly great; and, unleſs it is checked and 
overawed, it may become more general, and be very alarming. 
The arrival of the enemy will encourage it. They, or at leait 
a'part of them, are already landed on Staten-Ifland which is 
quite contiguous; and about four thouſand were marching a. 
bout it yeſterday. as I have been adviſed, and are leaving no 
arts un- effayed to gain the inhabitants to their fide, who ſeem 
but too favorably diſpoſed. It is not unlikely that in a little 
time they may attempt to croſs to the Jerſey fide, and induce 
many to join them either from motives of intereſt or fear, un- 
leſs there is a force to oppoſe them. ee 
As we are fully convinced that the miniſterial army we ſhall 
have to oppoſe this campaign, will be great and numerous, r. 
N | We 
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well know that the utmoſt induſtry will be uſed, as it already 


- 


| Has been, to excite the ſavages and every body of people to 


arms againſt us whom they can-influence, it certainly behoves 
us to ſtrain every nerve to conteract their deſigns. I would + 
therefore ſubmit it to Congreſs whether, (eſpecially as our 
ſchemes for employing the weſtern Indians do not ſeem to be 
attended with any great proſpect of ſucceſs, from general Schuy- 
ler's accounts) it may not be adviſable to take meaſures to en- 
gage thoſe of the eaſtward, the St, John's, Nova-Scotia, Pe- 
nobſcot, &c. in our favor. I have been told that ſeveral might 
be got, perhaps five or fix hundred or more, readily to join us. 
If they can, I ſhould imagine it ought to be done. It will pre- 
vent our enemies from ſecuring their friendſhip ; and further 
they will be of infinite ſervice in annoying and harraſſing them,” 
ſhould they ever attempt to penetrate the country. . 5 
will be pleaſed to conſider the meaſure: and if they determine 
to adopt it, I conceive it will be neceſſary to authoriſe and re- 


queſt the general court of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay to carry it in- 


to execution. Their ſituation and advantages will enable them 
to negotiate a treaty and an alliance better than it can be done 
by any perſons elſe. 3 Fe Fa” 


I have been honored with your two favors of the firſt inſtant; 


and, apreeable to the wiſhes of Congreſs, ſhall put monfieur 
Wiebert in the beſt place I can to prove his abilities in the art 
he profeſſes. I ſhall ſend him up immediately to the works e- 
recting towards Kinſbridge, under the direction of general Mif- 
flin, whom I ſhall requeſt to employ him. 
I this moment received a letter from general Greene, an ex- 
tract of which I have inclofed. The intelligence it contains is 
of the moſt important nature, and evinces the neceflity of the 
molt ſpirited and vigorous exertions on our part. 
The expectation of the fleet under admiral Howe is certainly 
the reaſon the army already come have not begun their hoftile 
operations. ,When that arrives, we.may look for the moſt in- 
rere ſting events, and ſuch as, in all probability, will have con- 
Aderable weight in the preſent conteſt. It behoves us to be 
prepared in the beſt manner: and I ſubmit it again to Congreſs, 
whether the accounts given by their priſoners do not ſhew the 
propriety of calling the ſeveral continental regiments from the 
Maifachuſetts government, raiſing the flying camp with all poſſi- 
ble difpatch, and engaging the eaſtern Indians. | 
July 5. 


General Mercer arrived here on tueſday, and 


the next morning was ordered to Paulus-Hook, to make ſome 


arrangements of the militia as they came in, and the beſt diſ- 
poſition 
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ofition he could to prevent the enemy croſſing from Statens 
Iſland, if they ſhould have any ſuch views. The diſtreſſed ſitu- 
ation of the lohabitants of Elizabeth-town and Newark has 
 fince induced me, upon their application, to give up all the 
militia from the Jerſeys, except thaſe engaged for fix months. 
I am hopeful they will be able to repel any incurſions that may 
be attempted. Generals Mercer and Livingſton are concert- 
ing plans for that purpoſe. By a letter from the latter laſt 
night, I am informed the enemy are throwing up ſmall works 
at all the paſſes 'oh the north ſide of Staten-Iſland, which it is 
probable they mean to ſecure. 5 r 
None of the Connecticut militia are yet arrived: ſo that th 
reinforcement we have received is very inconſiderable. 

A letter from general Schuyler, with ſundry incloſures (of 
which No. 1, 2, and 3, are exact copies), this moment came 
to hand, and will no doubt claim, as it ought to do, the imme- 
diate attention of - Congreſs. - The evils which muſt inevitably 
follow a diſputed command are too obvious and alarming to ad- 
mit a moment's delay in your decifion thereupon : -and, ak 


though I do not preſume to adviſe in a matter, now, of this 


delicacy, yet as it appears evident that the northern army has 
retreated to Crown-Point, and mean to a& upon the defenſive 
only, I cannot help giving it as my opinion that one of the ma- 
jor-generals in that quarter would be more uſefully employed 
here, or in the flying camp, than there: for it becomes my duty 
to obſerve, if another experienced officer is taken from hence 
in order to command the flying camp, that your grand army 


will be entirely ſtripped of generals who have ſeen ſervice, — 


being in a manner already deſtitute of ſuch. My diſtreſs on this 
account, — the appointment of general Whitcomb to the-eaftern 
regiments,—a conviction in my own-breaſt that no troops will 
be ſent to Boſton, —and the certainty of a number coming to 
this place,—occaſioned by poſtponing, from time to time, ſend- 
ing any general officer from hence to the eaſtward heretofore: 
and now I ſhall wait the ſentiments of Congreſs relative to the 
five regiments in Maffachuſetts-Bay, before I do any thing in 
this matter. | | „„ 8 ke, 

The commiſſary-general has been with me this morning, con- 
cerning the other matter contained in general Schuyler's letter 
reſpecting the buſineſs of that department. He has, I believe, 
Gu order to remove difficulties), recalled Mr Avery, but 


eems to think it neceſſary in that caſe, that Mr. Livingſton | 


ſhould be left to himſelf, as. he cannot be reſponſible for per- 
ſons not of his own appointment. — This matter ſhould allo be 
1 = clearly 


' 
L 
» 
* 1 
4.2 4 
74 4 
4 1 
ES 
4 
i 
* i J 
1% 8 
9 
i 4 
o 
P 
* 4 
» 
il 
' ? 
: 
k 
—— 11 
| 
1 
Pl 
* 
* 
8 
1 
© - 
4 
124 
* 
— 7 
is 
> 
ts 
75 FL 
- 
24 
\ - 
7 
iN 
17 
5 
: 
f 
. 
} 4 
"Ris 
* i 
-4 * 
—— 
+445 
1:4 
f "148 
Ft 
51 
4; 
: i 
YA» - 
- 
8 
1 
N N 
4 
21 9 
* ? 
++ 
E. N': 
1 
1 
18 
4 
7 
Lu 
9 
. 
37+ 
1 
Ie 
4 
- 
i ff 
{6 1 
92 
75 
"935 
1 
5 4 
«Us 
4. (2 
41a 
4x 
45 x 
Ve x 
Rr 07 
ii 
3.8 
* 7 
1 ; 
os. $7 
bw 1 
1 
* 
167 
5 
4 
EY 
4: 
by 
7 
1 
1. 
E 
7 
n 5 
"2 9 
N 
187% ; 
3 
1 
41 
1 4 
: * 
1 vl 
l * 
1 
. 
8 8 
1 
1 & 
1 
« 
” 7: 
: * 
1 
[4 3 
L 4 
7 "4 
5 4 
\ o 
4 
Ft 
: 
7 . 
v4 o 
1 4 
* 
ig 
3, 1 
1 +48 
: Bir 
ih 
3 
+ Bb 
171 
. 
{NF} 
: 
Ry 
141 
3 
NV 
2 
19 
1 
=o! 
1 
. 4 
6 \ 
= C 
* 
4. 
» 
*3 %* 
1 
770 


—— —— x — 


Y 2 


— — vat w 
— 


FR GENERAL WASHINGTON" 


clearly defined by Congreſs.—I have already given my opinion 
of.the nec 2 y of theſe matters being under one general direc- 
tion, in ſo full and clear a manner, that I ſhall $0: take US the 
time of Congreſs to repeat it in this place. 
femme bee. Eo» 8. w. 


BAW ··˙ — July, 950 


| CONGRESS haves 0 raiſe a regiment of Ger- 
mans to counteract the deſigns of our enemies, I muſt beg leave 
to recommend to their notice John David Wilpert, now @'firſt 
lieutenant 1 an colonel Shee's battalion, to the office of captain 
in ſaĩd tegiment. I am perſonally acquainted with him, and 
know that he joined the Virginia forces under my command in 
the year 1754, and continged in ſervice the whole war, during 
which be conducted himſelf as an active, vigilant, and brave 
officer. He is a German; and his merit, as a FINE, entitles 
him much to the office he _—_— for. £ 170 | 

bee ee to d he, Bug Co 7 6. *. 


Sm, FE Mere. Bel, Jul ID, 1776. 


I AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your two fa- 
vors of the fourth and fixth inſtant, which came duly to hand, 
with their important incloſures. 

I perceive that Congreſs have been employed i in deliberating 
on meaſures of the moſt intereſting nature. It is certain that 
it is not with us to determine in many inſtances what conſe- 
quences will flow from our councils: but yet it behoves us to 
adopt ſuch, as, under the ſmiles of a gracious and all-kind pro- 
vidence, will be moſt likely to promote our happineſs, I truſt 
the late deciſive part they have taken i is calculated for that end, 
and will ſecure us that freedom and thoſe privileges, which 
have been and are refuſed us, contrary to the voice of nature 
and the Britiſh conſtitution. Agreeable to the requeſt of Con- 
greſs, I cauſed © THE DECLARATION?” to be proclaim- 
ed before all the army under my immediate command; and 
have the pleaſure to inform them that the meaſure . to 
have their moſt hearty aſſent, - the expreſſions and behavior, 
both of officers and men, teſtifying their warmeſt approbation 
of it. I have tranſmitted a copy to general Ward at Boſton, 


requeſting 
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requeſtifig him to have it proclaimed to the continental trooþ 
in that department. E * 17 95 3 BURMA 0: MWTHION Fs 7 l 
It is with great pleaſure that I hear the militia from Mary. 
land, the Delaware goverfnnicht; and Pehnfyania, will be 8 
motion every day to form the ffmng"cathþ:” If." of great i. 
portance, and ſhould be accémpliſſed with all poſſible difpatch. 
The readineſs and alacrity, with which the egommittee of ſafety 
of Pennſylvania and the other conferees have acted in order to 
forward the aſſociated militia of that Rate to the Jerſeys fot 
ſetvice, till the men to compoſe the flying camp artive, ftrong - 
ly evidence their regard to the commor cauſe, and that tothing 
on their part -will be Wanting to ſupport it. I hope, and I 
doubt not, that che affoclate@ tnilitid; impfeffed with the expe: 
dieney of the meafure, will immediately catry it into e 
and furniſti in this taftante à ptoof of The” continuanet bf that 
zeal which has fo emineftfy marked their conduck. I have 
directed the tommiſſary to make the nheceſfary provifton for 
their reception, who wil alſo ſupply the army for the flying 
camp with ratiens. A proper officer will be appointed to com- 
mand it. S Ä : 
In purſuance of the power given me by Congrefs, and the 
advice of my general officers, I have wrote to general Ward, 
and deſired him forthwith to detach thrte of the fulleſt regi- 
ments from the Maſfachuſetts- Bay to join the northern army,. 
eſteeming it a matter of the greateſt importance to have à ſuffi- 
cient force there to prevent the enemy paſlinng che lake and 
making an ttapreſſion in that quarter. The gondolas and gal- 
lies will be of great ferviee; and I amt hopeful the carpenters 
vou have ſent froth Philadelphia, and chat will go from the 
eaſtward on your application, Will Be able to Build à ſufficient 

number in time to anſwer every exigeney. - Hedge 
[ have requeſted governor Cooke, if the duck mentioned im 
Mr. Greene's letter is pr6per for tefits, to have it made up as 
early as poſſible and forwarded here. I have alſo" defired hive 
to ſend the flints and ſmall-arms, as I gave general Ward thoſe 
of the latter that were taken out of the Scotch tranſports, our 

deficiency in theſe neceſſary articles being ſtill great. _ 

Obſerving that Congreſs have particularly mentiotied a boun- 
ty of ten dollars to be paid to men of ſome corps directed to be 
raifed in two or three inſtances ſince their reſolve of the łwenty- 
ixth of June allowing ſuch bounty, 1 have been led to doubt 
how that reſolve is to be conſtrued; whether it is a general re- 
zulation, and extends to all men that will engage for three 
years, —for inſtance, the ſoldiets o the prefent army, if they 

h JU will 
*. 
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wilLenliſt for that time, If i it is, and ata. to them, it will 
be neceſſary to forward a large ſum of money. many perhaps 
would engage. 


I alſo obſerve, by their reſolve of the 1 of — 


for raiſing four regiments of militia in the eaſtern governments 
to augment the troops in the northern department, that the al- 
ſemblies of thoſe governments are empowered to appoint pay- 
maſters to the ſaid regiments. - This appears to me a regulation 
of great uſe, and I could wiſh that it was made general, and 
one allowed to every regiment in the ſervice. Many 8 
ges would reſult from it. 

The Connecticut militia begin to come in: but "ed Very 
account the battalions will be very incomplete, —owing, they 


ſay, to the buſy ſeaſon of the year. That government, leſt 


any inconvenience might reſult from their militia not being 
here in time, ordered three regiments of their light-horſe to my 
aſſiſtance, part of which have arrived. But, not having the 
means to ſupport them (and, if it could be done, the expenſe 
would be enormous), I have thanked the gentlemen for their 
. zeal, and the attachment they have manifeſted upon this occa- 
fon, and informed them that I cannot conſent to their keeping 
their horſes, ——at_ the ſame time wiſhing them to ſlay them- 
ſelves.—I am told they or part of them mean to do ſo. 

General Mercer is now in the Jerſeys, for the pur poſe of re- 
ceiving and ordering the militia coming for the flying camp : 
and I have ſent over our chief engineer to view the ground 
- within the neighborhood of Amboy, and to lay out ſome ne- 
ceſlary works for the encampment, and ſuch as may be proper 
at the different paſſes in Bergen-Neck, and other places on the 
- Jerſey ſhore oppoſite. Staten-Ifland, to prevent the enemy mak- 
ing impreſſions, and committing depredations on the pouperty 
of the inhabitants. 

The intelligence that we have from a few deſerters that have 
come over to us, and from others, is that general Howe has 
between nine and ten thouſand men, who are chiefly landed on 

the iſland, poſted in different parts, and ſecuring the ſeveral 
communications from the Jerſeys with ſmall works and intrench- 
ments, to prevent our people from paying them a viſit z—that 
the iſlanders have all joined them, ſeem well diſpoſed to favor 
their cauſe, and have agreed to take up arms in their behalf. 
They look fo: admiral Howe's arrival every day with his fleet 
and a large reinforement ; are in high ſpirits, and talk confi- 
dently of ſucceſs, and carrying all before them when he comes. 


1 truſt, 'through divine favor and our own exertions, they will 
be 
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be diſappointed in their views: and, at all events, any advan- 
tages they may gain will coſt them very dear. If our troops 
will behave well (which I hope will be the caſe, having every 
thing to contend for, that freemen hold dear), they will have 
to wade through much blood and ſlaughter before they can car- 


ry any part of our works, if they carry-them at all,—and, at 


beſt, be in poſſeſſion of a melancholy and mournful victory. 
May the ſacredneſs of our cauſe inſpire our ſoldiery with ſenti- 


ments of heroiſm, and lead them to the performance of the 


nobleſt exploits ! 


With this wiſh, I have the honor to be, &c, G. W. 
| 4 _ | 15 1 | 0 
a Ve- Dort, July 11, 1776 


I WAS honored with your favor of the eighth inſtant by 
yeſterday morning's poſt, with the ſeveral reſolves to which you 
referred my attention. I ſhall duly regard them, and attempt 


their execution as far as I am able. | ny 
By virtue of the diſcretionary power that Congreſs were 


' Pleaſed to veſt me with, and by advice of ſuch of my general 


officers as I have had an opportunity of conſulting, I have or- 
dered the two remaining continental regiments in the Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay to march immediately for the defence of this place, 
in full confidence that nothing hoſtile will be attempted againſt 
that ſtate in the preſent campaign. | = 

| I have wrote to the general court of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and 
tranſmitted a copy-of the reſolve for employing the eaſtern In- 


dians, entreating their good offices in this inſtance, and their 


exertions to have them forthwith engaged and marched to join 
this aamy. I have defired five or fix hundred of them to be 
enliſted for two or three years, if they will conſent to it, —ſub- 
ject to an earlier diſcharge, if it ſhall be thought neceſſary, — 
and upon the ſame terms as the continental troops, if better 
cannot be had,—though I am hopeful they may. U 


In my letter of yeſterday I mentioned the arrival of part of 


the Connecticut light-horſe to aſſiſt in the defence of this place, 


and my objection to their horſes being kept. Four or five 
hundred of them are now come in: and, in juſtice to their zeal 
and laudable attachment to the cauſe of their country, I am to 
inform you that they have conſented to ſtay as long as occaſion 
may require, though they ſhould be at the expenſe of maintain- 
ing their horſes themſelves. They have paſtured them out a- 


bout the neighborhood of Kingſbridge (being unwilling to fend 


them 
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them away) at the rate of half a dollar per week each,; mean- 
ing to leave it entirely with Congreſs either to allow. or refuſe 
it, as they ſhall judge proper. I promiſed to make this repre- 
ſentation, and thought it my duty; and will only obſerve that 
the motives which induced them at firſt to ſet out were good 
and praiſe-worthy, and were to afford the moſt ſpeedy and early 
ſuccour, which they apprehended wauld be wanted before the 
militia arrived. Their ſervices may be extremely important, 
—being moſt of them, if not all, men of reputation and of pro- 
erty. 3 TM | 
Tbe ſubject of the incloſed copy of a letter from governor 
Trumbull I beg leave to ſubmit to the conſideration of Con- 
reſs. They will perceive from his repreſentation, the diſquiet- 
ing apprehenſiqns that have ſeized on the minds of the people 
fince the retreat of the northern army, and how expoſed the 
northern frontiers of New-York and Ngw-Hamptfhire are to the 
ravages and incurſions of the Indians, How far it may be ex- 
pedient to raiſe the battalion he concejves ngceſſary to prevent 
the calamities and diſtreſſes he points qut, they will determine, 
upon what he has ſaid, and the negeſſity that may appear to 
them for the meaſurs; what I have done, being only to lay 
the matter before them in compliance with his — | 
I have alſo inclofed a memorial from the ſurgeons'-mates, 
ſetting forth the insdequsey of their pay to their ſervices and 
maintenance, and praying that it may be, increaſed. I ſhall 
obſerve that they have a long time complained in this inſtance, 
and that ſome additional allowance may not be unneceſlary. 
As 1 am truly ſenßble the time of Congreſs is much taken 
up with a variety of important matters, it is with unwillingneſs 


and pain I ever repeat 8 requeſt after having once made it, or 


take the liberty of enfercing any, opinion of mine after it is 
once given: but as the eſtabliſhing of ſome office for auditing 
accounts is & matter of exceeding importance to the public in- 
tereſt, I would beg leave once mere to call the attention of 
Congreſs to an appointment competent to the purpoſe. I we 
TaMives induee me io urge the matter; firlt, a conviftion of 
the utility of the meaſure ;—fecondly, that I may ſtand excul- 
psted if hereafter it ſhould appear that money has; been impro- 
perly expended, and necefſaries for the army ohtained upon 
unreaſonable terms. . „ . 
For me, whoſe jime is employed from the hour of my riſing 


till Exetize to bed: again, to go into an examination of the ac- _ 


conpts of ſuch an army as this with apy degree of preciſion and 
<£33nels, without neglecting other matters of equal impor- 
1 N ö tannce, 


— 
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tance, is utterly impracticable. All chat I; have been able ta 


do (and that, in fact, was doing nothing), was, when the com- 


miſſary, and quarter-maſter, and director - general of the hoſpi- 
tal (for it is to theſe the great advances are made) applied for 
warrants, —to make them at times produce a general account 
of their expenditures. But this anſwers no valuable purpoſe. 
It is the minutiz that muſt be gone into, the propriety of each 
charge examined, —the vouchers looked into z—and, with re- 
ſpect to the commiſfary-general, his victualling returns and ex- 
penditures of proviſions ſhoyld be compared with his purchaſes: 

otherwiſe a perſon in this department, if he was inclined to be 
knaviſh, might purchaſe large quantities with the public mo- 
ney, and fell one half of it again for private emolument; and 
yet his accqunts upon paper would appear fair, and be ſupport- 
ed with vouchers for every charge. 

I do not urge this matter from a ſuſpicion of any unfair prac- 
tices in either of the departments before - mentioned; and ſorry 
ſhould I be if this conſtruction was put upon it, —having a high 
opinion of the honor and integrity of theſe gentlemen. But 


there thould, nevertheleſs, be ſome control as well upon their 
diſcretion as honeſty ;—to which prey be added, that accounts 


become perplexed and confuſed by long ſtanding, and the er- 
rors therein not ſo diſcoverable as if they underwent an early 
reviſion and examination, T am well appriſed that a treaſury- 
office of accounts has been reſolved upon, and an auditor-gene- 


ral for ſettling all public accounts: hut, with all deference. _ 


and ſubmiſſion to the opinion of Congreſs, theſe inſtitutions are 


not calculated to prevent the inconveniences I have. mentioned; 


nor can they be competent to the purpoſes, circumſtanced as 
they are. e 6 ved bh e 

We have intelligence from a deſerter that came to us, that, 
on wedneſday morning, the Afia, Chatham, and greyhound 
men-of-war weighed anchor, and (it was ſaid) intended to paſs. 
up the North-river above the city, to prevent the communiea-: 


tion with the Jerſeys. They did not attempt it, nor does he 


know what prevented them. A priſoner belonging to the tenth 
regiment, taken yeſterday, informs that they hourly expected 
admiral Howe and his fleet. He adds that a veffcl has arrived 
lrom them, and the prevailing opinion is, that an attack will 
be made immediately on their arrival. 2 


By a letter from general Ward, I am informed that the | 


imall-pox has broke out at Boſton, and infected ſome of the 
troops, I have wrote to him to place the invalids under an 
pfficer, to remain till they are well; and to uſe every poſſihle 

LE ; precaution 
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| precaution to prevent the troops from Ape bringing the in- 


fection. The diftreſſes and calamitics we have already ſuffered 


by this diſorder in one part of our army, I hope, will excite 
his utmoſt care that they may not be increaſed. | 
I have the honor to be, &c. | Bj W. 


Sn, „„ New-York, July 12, 1776. 
' THE Agg. of this i is to inform Congreſs, that, about half 


after three o'clock this evening, two of the enemy's ſhips of 


war, one of forty and the other of twenty guns, with three 


_ tenders, weighed anchor in the bay oppoſite Staten-Ifland, and, 
availing themſelves of a briſk and favorable breeze, with a 
flowing tide, ran paſt our batteries up the North-river, without 


receiving any certain damage that I could perceive, notwith- 
ſtanding a heavy and inceſſant cannonade was kept up from our 
ſeyeral batteries here, as well as from that at Paulus-Hook. 
They, on their part, returned and continued the fire as they 


ran by.— I diſpatched an expreſs to brigadier- general Mifflin 


at our encampment towards the upper end of the iſland; but 
have not heard whether they have got by, or received ay 45. 
mage. * 

The account tranſmitted by this morning” $ pott; nſpeiins 
the arrival of one of the fleet, ſeems to be confirmed. Several 


| ſhips have come in to-day : among them, one this evening with 


a Saint-George's flag at her fore-top-maſt-head, which we con- 
clude to be admiral Howe from the circumftances of the flag, 
and the ſeveral and general ſalutes that were paid. It is pro- 
bable they will all arrive in a day or two, and ine dLately be- 
gin their operations. 

As it will be extremely neceſſary that the flying camp mould 
be well provided with powder and ball, and it may be imprac- 
ticable to ſend ſupplies from hence on account of our hurry and 
engagements (beſides, the communication may be uncertain), 
J mult beg the attention of Congreſs to this matter, and requeſt 
that they will forward with all poſſible expedition ſuch a quan- 


tity of muſket-powder and lead (if balls of different ſizes can- 


not be had), as will be ſufficient for the militia to compoſe that 
camp. 
By an expreſs this minute arrived from general ns, the 
ſhips have paſſed his works. 2h: 
I am, in haſte, with ſentiments of great regard, fc. G. W. 
A quartier paſt eight, P. M, | 


News 
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MY. laſt of friday evening, which I had the honor of ad- 
dreſſing you, adviſed that two of the enemy's ſhips of war and 
three tenders had run above our batteries here and the works 
at the upper end of the iſland. I am now to inform you, that, 
yeſterday afternoon, receiving intelligence from general Mifflin 
that they had paſſed the Tappan-ſea, and were trying to pro- 
ceed higher up,—by advice of R. R. Livingſton, eſquire, and 
other gentlemen, I diſpatched expreſſes to general Clinton of 
Ulſter, and the committee of ſafety for Dutcheſs-county, to 
take meaſures for ſecuring. the paſſes in, the Highlands, leſt 
they might have deſigns of ſeizing. them, and have a force con- 
cealed for the purpoſe. I wrote the evening before to the 
commanding officer of the two garriſons there to be vigilant 
and prepared againſt. any attempts they or any diſaffected per- 
ſons might make againſt them, and to forward expreſſes all the 
way to Albany, that proviſion and other veffels might be ſe- 
cured and prevented falling into their hands. 7 5 
The information given general Mifflin was rather premature, 
as to their having gone paſt the Sea. A letter from the com- 


mitte of Orange- county, which came to hand this morning, ſays 


they were there yeſterday, and that a regiment of their militia 
was under arms, to prevent their landing and making an incur- 
ſion. The meſſenger who brought it, and to whom it refers 
for particulars, adds that a party of them, in two or three 
boats, had approached the ſhore, but were forced back by our 
people firing at them. Since the manceuvre of friday, there 
have been no other movements in the fleet. 3 

General Sullivan, in a letter of the ſecond inftant, informs 
me of his arrival with the army at Crown- Point, where he is 
fortifying and throwing up works. He adds, that he has ſe. 
cured all the ſtores except three cannon left at Chamblee, 
which in part is made up by taking a fine twelve- pounder out 
of the lake..—The army is ſickly, —many with the ſmall-pox ; 
and he is apprehenſive, the militia ordered to join them, will 
not eſcape the infection.— An officer he had ſent to reconnoitre 
had reported that he ſaw at Saint John's about a hundred and 
fifty tents, - twenty at Saint Roy's, and fifteen at Chamblee ; 
and works at the firit were bufily carrying on. 


I have incloſed a general return of the army here, which 


will ſhew the whole of our ſtrength. All the detached poſts 
2re included, 
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160 GENERAL WASHINGTON 
; A letter from the ed by laſt night's poſt to Mr. Ha- 


zarg w# 4 : ö 4 4 * 3 4 = 43-1 * * — 4. 

taken and carried into Capt-Ann, — one from Antigua, conſign- 
4 to general Howe, with four hundred and thirty-nine p . 
© 


heons of ram,—the other a Jamaica:man, with four hundred 


hogheads of ſugar, two hundred puncheons of rum, thitty nide 


* 


guns, ix pounders. 


bales of cotton, pimento, fuſtic, &c. &c. Each mounted two 


* 


other duty, who agreed in opltiion that I ouglit not ts receive 
any letter directed to me as à private gentleman: but if other- 


wife, and the officer deſired to cone up to deliver the letter 
binferf, as was ſuggeſted, he mould come under 3 füfe-Condück. 


Upon this, I direcked colonel Reed to go down and nitttage the 


affair under the above general inſtruckion, 
On his return, he informed me, that after the E6mmion civi- 
Etics, the officer acquainted him that he had a letter From! lord 
Howe to Mr. Wafhingtön, which he ſhewed under a ſubſcrip? 
tion, * To George Waſhington, eſquire.” Colonel Reed repli- 


ed, there was no ſuch perſon in the army, and that a letter in- 


tended for the general,” could not be recetved under ſuch a di- 
rection.— The officer expreſſed great concern, —ſaid it was 4 
letter rather of a civil than military nature, — that lord Howe 
regretted he had not arrived fooner,—that he (lord Howe) 


had great powers. — The anxiety to have the letter received - 
was very evident, though the officer diſclaimed alt knowledge 
& its contents. However, colonel Reed's inſtructions being 


poſitive, they parted.—After they had got ſome diſtance, the 
officer with the flag again put about, and afked under what di- 
reftion Mr. Waſhington choſe to be addrefled :=to which 
colonel Reed anfivered, his ftation was well knowy, and that 
certainly they could be at no loſs how to direct to him. The 
officer faid they knew it and Jamented it; and again repeated 
his with that the letter could be receiyed.—Colonel Reed told 
him a proper direction would obviate all difficulties, aud that 


this was no new matter, this ſubject kaving been fully diſ- 


cuffed in the courſe of laft year; of which lord Howe could 
not be ignorant ;—upon which they patted. | 

I would not upon any occaſion facrifice effentials to punc- 
tilio : but in this inſtance, the opinion of others concurring 


with wy own, I deemed it a duty to my country and my ap- 


pointment, 


rd, poſt-maſter in this city, adyiſes that two ſhips had been 


"Abont three ofelock this afternoon I Was informed that 4 
| fag from lord Howe was coming up, and waited wit th two of | 
. our whale-hoats, until directions mould be given. I imme di- | 
ately: convened fuch of the general officers as were nor upon 
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pointment, to inſiſt upon that reſpect, which, in any other than 
a public view, I would willingly have waved. Nor do I doubt, | 
but, from the ſuppoſed nature of the meſſage, and the anxiety 
expreſſed, they will either repeat their flag, or fall upon ſome 
mode to communicate the import and [contents] of it. 

I have been duly honored with your two letters, —that of 
the tenth by Mr. Anderſon, —and the eleventh, with its ine lo- 
ſares. I have directed the quarter-maſter to provide him with 
every thing he wants to carry his fcheme into execution. It 
is am important one, and I wiſh it ſueceſs; but am doubtful 
that it will be better in theory than praftice, _ 

The paſſage of the ſhips af war and tenders up the river is a 
matter of great importance, and has excited much conjecture 
and ſpeculation. ' To me two things have occurred as leading 
them to this proceeding, —firſt, a deſign to ſeize on the narrow 
paſſes on both ſides of the river, giving almoſt the only land- 
communication with Albany, and of conſequence, with our 
northern army; for which purpoſe, they might have troops 
concealed on board, which they deemed competent of them- 
ſelves, as the defiles are narrow, —or, that they would be join- 
ed by many diſaffected perſons in that quarter. Others have 
added a probability of their having a large quantity of arms 
on baord, to be in readineſs to put into the hands of the tories 
immediately on the arrival of the fleet, or rather at the time 
they intend to make their attack.—The ſecond is, to cut of 
entirely all intercourſe between this and Albany, by water, and 
the upper country, and to prevent fupplies of every kind going 
and coming. 5 3 ; 1 Se 

Theſe matters are truly alarming, and of ſuch importance, 
that I have wrote to the provincial congreſs of New-York, 
and recommended to their ſerious conſideration the adoption 
of every poſſible expedient to guard againſt the two- firſt ; and. 
have ſuggeſted the propriety of their employing the militia, or 
ſome part of them, in the counties in which theſe defiles are, 
to keep the enemy from poſſeſſing them, till further preyiſion 
can be made; and to write to the ſeveral leading perſons m 7 
our fide in that quarter, to be attentive to all the movements o 
the ſhips and the diſaffected, in order to diſcover and fruſtrate 
whatever pernicious {ſchemes they have in view. 

In reſpe& to the ſecond conjecture of my own, and which 
ſeems to be generally adopted, I have the pleaſure to inform 
Congreſs, that, if their deſign is to keep the arapies from pro- 
viſion, the commiſſary has told me upon inquizy, he has for- 


warded ſupplies to Albany (now there, and above it) W 
| X or 
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for ten thouſand men for four months ;—that he has 4 fuffci- 
ency here for 2 thouſand men for three months, and an 
abundant quantity ſecured in different parts of the Jerfeys fe | 
the flying camp, befides having about four thouſand 5 
flour in ſome neighboring part of Connecticut. Upon chi; 
head, there is but little occaſion for any apprehenſions, at Heal 


* 
* 


\ 


% . W. 
P. 8. I have ſent orders to the commanding officer of the 


* * 0 
4 Df 4s 
15 ? ; 


a 1 gn, 1911 xt New-Jorb, July: 15, 1½%6. 

THIS will be kanded you by Mr. Griffin, who has alſo 
taken upon him the charge and delivery of two packets con- 
taining ſundry letters which were ſent to Amboy yeſterday by 
à flag, and forwarded to me to-day by, general Mercer.--The 
letter addreſſed to governor Franklin came open to my hands. 

I as this morning honored with yours of the thirteenth in- 
Rant, with its important and neceſſary incloſures ; and, in obe- 
dience to the commands of Congreſs, have tranſmitted general 
Howe the reſolves intended for him. Thoſe for general Bur- 
goyne I incloſed and ſent to general Schuyler, with directions 
immediately to forward them to him. | | n 
The inhuman treatment of the whole, and murder of part of 
our people, after their ſurrender and capitulation, was certainl. 

a flagrant violation of that faith which ought to be held ſacred 
by all civilized nations, and founded in the moſt ſavage barba- 
rity. It highly deſerved the ſevereſt reprobation ; and I truft 
the ſpirited meaſures Congrefs have adopted upon the occaſion, 
will prevent the like in future: but if they ſhould not, and the 
claims of humanity are diſregarded, juſtice and policy will re- 
quire recourſe to be had to the law of retaliation, however ab- 
Horreft and diſagreeable to our natures in caſes of torture and 

Capital puniſhments, ot er ed 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

ff -—om_ -- . | 

wean WMeu-Tort, July 17, 1776. 
I WAS this morning honored with yours of the fifteenth 
inftant, with ſundry reſolves. ee ras We hl 


ir? 


I perceive 


/ 
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1 perceive the meaſures Congreſs have taken to expedite: the 
raiſing of the flying camp, and providing i it, with articles of the 
greateſt uſe. You will 1s 

rteenth, I had wrote to the commanding officer of the Peay 
ſylyania militia, ordering them to be marched from Trenton to 
Amboy,' as their remaining there could not anſwer the leaſt 
public good. For, having conſulted with ſundry gentlemen, 
I was informed, if the enemy mean to direct their views to- 
wards Pennſylvania, or penetrate the Jerſeys, their route will 
be from near Amboy, and either by way of Brunſwic or Bounds 


brook, —the lower road from South-Amboy being through a 


woody, ſandy country. Beſides, they will be then able to 
throw in ſuccour here, and to receive it from hence in caſes of 
emenßure. * 

The Connecticut light:horſe, . in my eien of Ane 
eleventh, notwithſtanding-their then promiſe to continue here 
for the defence of this place, are now diſcharged, and about to 
return home, —haviug peremptorily refuſed all kind of fatigue 
duty, or even to mount guard, claiming an exemption as troop- 


ers, Though their aſſiſtance is much needed, and might be of 


eſſential ſervice in caſe of an attack, yet I judged it adviſable, 
on their application and claim of ſuch indulgences, to diſcharge 
them; as granting them would ſet an examples to others, and 
might produce many ill conſequences. The. number of men 
The, in-the laſt return, by this, is leſſened about five, hun- 
re 

I laſt night received a letter from general Schayler, with 
{opp incloſures, copies of which I have herewith tranſmit- 
ted. They will give Congreſs every information I have re- 
ſpecting our northern army and the ſituation of our affairs in 
that quarter to which I beg leave to refer their attention 
I cannot but expreſs my ſurpriſe at the ſcarcity of proviſion 


which general Schuyler: mentions, after what the commiſfary 


aſſured me, and which formed a part of my letter of the four- 
teenth. He ſtill aſſures me of the ſame.—This is a diſtreſſing 
circumſtance, as every article of proviſion, and every” thing 
neceſſary for that department, can have no other now than a 
land- eonveyance, the water- communication from hence to Ale 
bany being entirely cut off. FD 

Congrely will pleaſe to conſider the incloſure, No. 6, about 
raiſing fix companies out of the inhabitants about the lakes, to 
pre vent the incurſions of the Indians. The general officers, in 
their minutes of council have determined it a matter of much 


importance z—and their attention to the price of goods fur- 
niſhed 


e by a poſtſcript to my letter of the 
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iſhed: the: ſoldiery may be extremely neceſſary. how ve 
complained much upon this head. 

The retreat from Cron- Point ſeems to be confddted ; in 
oppobits views by the general and field-officers. The for- 
wer (I am ſatisfied). — weighed the matter well; and yet 
the reatons. aſſigned by the latter againſt it appear ſtrong and 
forcible,—I hope whatever is done will be for the beſt. 4 

By a letter from the committee of Orange - county, received 
this morning, the :men-of-war and tenders were yeſterday at 
Haverſhem - bay, about forty miles above this. A number of 
men, in four harges ftom the tenders, attempted to land, with 
. view (they ſuppoſe) of taking ſome ſheep and cattle, that 
had been. previouſly removed. —A ſmall number of militia that 
were collected obliged them to retreat, without their doing any 
damage, with their Cannon, They were founding the water up 
towards the Highlands; by which it is probable they will at · 
tarpt to pals with part of the flect, if poſſible. 

: Yeſterday evening a flag came. from general Howe, with 2 
letter addreſſed * To George Wa/bington, efquire, Wc. Ge, Go.” 
It was not received, upon the ſame Peäveiple that the” one 
N lord Howe was refuſed; 

Thave the honor to be, xc 6. w. 


e, W PER qu 19, PE 


I HAVE been duly honored with yous fayors of the fix. 
* and ſeventeenth, with the ſeveral reſolyes they contain- 
ed; to the execution of which, ſo far as ſhall be in my power 
J will pay proper attention. 

In my letter of the 8 1 tranſmitted you a copy of 
ned: from general Schuyler, and of its ſeveral incloſures.—I 
confeſs the determination of the council of general officers on 
the ſoventh, to retreat from Crown-Point, ſurpriſed me much: 
and the mere I conſider it, the more ſtriking does the impro- 
Prigty' appear. The reaſons aſſigned againſt it by the field- 
officers, in their remonſtrance, coincide greatly with my own 
ideas and thoſe of the ather genera] officers IJ have had an op- 
portunity of conſulting with, and ſeem to be of conſiderable 
weight, I may add, conclufive I am not ſo fully acquamted 
with. the geography ef that country and the fituation of the 
Bifferent- poſts, as to pronounce a peremptory judgment upon 
tho waer f 8 pI6 . ider are e the een ot . 


* 


by Foiut 
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Paint ie efential, t0.give. us the. agyaioriny and auer hen 


” 


That the enemy will poſſeſs it as ſoon as abandoned: by us, 
there can be no doubt: and if they do, whatever gallies os 
force we keep on the lake will be unqueſtionably in the rear. 
low they are to be ſupported there, or what ſuceour:caw-be 
drawn from them there, is beyond my comprehenſion. Per · 
haps it is only meant that they ſhould be employed on che com- 
munication between that and Lyconderoga. If this is the 


caſe, I fear the views of Congreſs will nat be anſwered, nor the 


ſalutary effects be derived from them, that were intended. 
I have mentioned my ſurpriſe to general Schuyler, and would, 
by the advice of the grneral officers here, have directed that 
that poſt ſhould. he maintained, had it not been for two cauſes, 
—an apprehenſion that the works have been deſtroyed, and 
that, if the army ſhould be ordered from Tycanderoga, or the 
poſt oppoſite to it (where I preſume they are), to repoſſeſs it, 
they would have neither one place nor another ſecure and in a 
defenſible. ſtate: the other, left it might inereaſe the jealouſy 
and diverſity oß opinions which. ſeem already too prevalent in 


that army, and eftabliſh a precedent for the inferior officers.to 


| Jet, up their judgments whenever they would, in oppoſition to 
| thoſe of their ſuperiors, —a matter of great dehcacy, and that 
might lead to fatal confequences, if countenanced ;z—though 
in the preſent inſtance I could wiſh their reaſoning had pre- 
( 4 ; 
If the army has not removed, what I have ſaid to general 
Schuyler may perhaps bring on a re-conſideration of the mat- 
ter ; and it may not be too late to take meaſures for maintain- 
ing that poſt. But of this I have no hope. +, ++», 
In conſequence of the reſolve of Congreſs for three of. the 
eaſtern regiments. to reinforce. the northern army, I wrate 0 
general Ward, and, by advice of my general officers, directed 


them to march to Norwich, and there to embark for Albany; 


conceiying that two valuable purpoſes might reſult therefrom, 
—firſt, that they would. ſooner join the army by purſuing this 
route, and be ſaved from the diſtreſs and fatigue that muſt at- 
tend every long march through the country at this hot and un- 
comfortable ſeaſon; — and ſecondly, that they might give ſuc- 
cour bexe, in caſe the enemy ſhould make an attack about the 
time of their paſſing. But the enemy having now, with their 
{hips of war and tenders, cut off the water- communication from 
hence to Albany, I have wrote this day and directed them to 
proceed by land acroſs the country,—If Congrels * 
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_ niſhed- the: ſoldiery may be extremely neceſſary. They have 
5.5 much upon this head. 
The retreat from Crown- Point ſeems to be contdhd.; in 
te views by the general and ficld-officers.. The for- 
mer (I arp ſatisfied). han; weighed the matter well ; and yet 
the reaſons aſſigned by the latter againſt it appear ſtrong and 
Lorcible.—I hope whatever is done will be for the beſt. * * 
By a letter from the cormittee of Orange: county, received 
| this morning, the men-of-war and tenders were yeſterday at 
| 22 about forty miles above this. A number of 
men; ãn four barges ftom the tenders, attempted to land, with 
2 vie (they ſuppoſe) of taking ſome ſheep and cattle, that 
bad been previouſly removed. A ſmall number of militia that 
were collected obliged them to retreat, without their doing any 
damage, with their chnnõỹn. They were founding the water up 
towards the Highlands; by which it is probable they will at» 
tempt.49 paſs with part of the flect, if poſſible. | 
: Yeſterday evening a flag came. from general Howe, with 2 
letter addreſſed . To George Maſbington, efquire, Wc. Ge, Ge." 
AE was not received, upon the ſame 5 patirle That * one 
__ lord Howe wks refuſed. - _. | 
ene ns: ds Wache, n A 0. . 


2 


„ ew. 1 1570 Yu 19, 11 


I HAVE been duly honored with ybur fayors of the fix- 
teenth and ſeventeenth; with the ſeveral reſolves they contain- 
ed to the execution of which, ſo far as ſhall be in 7 n 
4 will pay proper attention. 

In my letter of the ſeyenteenth 1 tranſmitted you 2 copy * 
a. from general Schuyler, and of its ſeveral incloſures.—I 
confeſs the determination of the council of general officers on 
the ſoventh, to retreat from Crown-Point, ſurpriſed me much: 
and the more I conſider it, the mare ſtriking does the impro- 
Prigty' appear. The reaſons aſſigned againſt it by the field- 
officers, in their remonſtrance, coincide greatly with my-own 
ideas-and thoſe of the ather general officers I have had an op- 
portunity of conſulting with, and ſeem to be of conſiderable 
weight. may: add, conclufive.——] am not ſo fully acquainted 
with. the geography ef that country and the ſituation of the 
different poſts, as to pronounce a peremptory judgment upon 
who Ayer: p ef my" n are l the een of Sen- 


* 


22 c | | Point | 


Point iv eengial, to give us the Wencke ind — — 
the lake. 40 
That the enemy will e is 42 ems banden by ws, 
there can be no doubt: and if they do, whatever gallies or 
force we keep on the lake will be unqueſtionably i in the rear 
—How they are to be ſupported there, or what ſuceour cas. be 
drawn from em there, is beyond my comprehenſion. Per- 
haps i it 18 only meant that they ſhould be employed on che com- 
munication between. that and Iyconderoga, If this is the 
caſe, I fear the views of Congreis will not be anſwered, nor the 
ſalutary effects be derived frem them, that were intended. 
I have mentioned my ſurpriſe to general Schuyler, and would, 
by the advice of the | general officers here, have directed that 
that poſt ſhould. be {#94 wo T's had it not been for two cauſes, 
—an apprehenſion that the works have been deſtroyed, and 
that, if the army ſhould be ordered from Tyconderoga, or the 
poſt oppoſite to it (where I preſume they are), to repoſſeſs i it, 
they would have neither one place nor another ſecure and in a 
defenſible. ſtate the other, leſt it might increaſe the jealouſy 


and. diverſity o$ opinions which ſeem already too prevalent in“ 
that army, and eſtabliſh a precedent for the inferior officers-to 


ſet up their judgments whenever they would, in oppoſition to 
thoſe of their ſuperiors,. — a matter of great delicacy, and that 
might lead to fatal conſequences, if countenanced though 
in the prejent. inſtance I could wiſh their reaſoning had, pre- 


vailed. 


N the army has not removed, what I have ſaid to general 


Schuyler may perhaps bring on a re- conſideration of the mat- 
ter; and it may not be too late to take meaſures for maintain- 
ing that poſt. But of this I have no hope. 

In conſequence of the reſolve of Congrels for three of the 
2 regiments. to reinforce. the northern army, I rate to 
general Ward, and, by advice of my general officers, directed 
them to march to Norwich, and there to embark for Albany; 
conceiving that two valuable purpoſes might reſult therefrom, 
—firſt, that they would. ſooner join the army by purſuing this 
route, and be ſaved from the diltreſs and fatigue that muſt at- 
tend every long march through the country at this hot and un- 
comfortable ſeaſon ; and ſecondly, that they might give ſuc- 
cour bexe, in caſe the enemy ſhould make an attack about the 
time of their paſſing. But the enemy having now, with their 
{hips of war and tenders, cut off the water- communication from 
hence to Albany, I have wrote this day and directed them to 
e by land acroſs the country.—If Congreſs . 


—— — — . 
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the route, or wiſh to give orders about them, you will pleaſe 
to certify me thereof, that I may take meaſures accordingly. 
« Incloſed I have the honor to tranſmit you copies of a letter 
and ſundry refolutions which I received yeſterday from the 
convention of this ſtate. By them you will perceive they have 
been acting upon matters of great importance, andare exerting 
| themſelves in the moſt vigorous manner to defeat the wicked 
defigns of the enemy, and ſuch diſaffected perſons as may in- 
cline+to' aſſiſt and facilitatetheir views.—In compliance with 
their requeſt, and on account of the ſcarcity'of money for car- 
_ rying their ſalutary vie vs into execution, I have agreed to lend 
them, out of the ſmall ſtock now in hand (not more than fixty 
thouſand rd twenty thouſand dollars, in part of what 
they want; which they promiſe ſpeedily to replace. Had 
there been money ſufficient for paying the whole of our troops, 
and no more, I could not have done it. But as it was other- 
wiſe, and by no means proper to pay a part and not the whole, 
I could not foreſee any inconveniences that would attend the 
loan on the contrary, that it might contribute in ſom̃e de- 
ee to forward their ſchemes.— I hope wy conduct i in this in- 
fance will not be diſapproved. 

' L-incloſed +governor Trumbull a copy of their letter and of 
their ſeveral reſolves, to-day, by colonel Broom and Mr. Duer, 
two members of the convention, who are going to wait on him; 
but did not think myſelf at liberty to urge or requeſt his inter- 
eſt in forming the camp of fix thouſand men, as the levies, di- 
rected by Congreſs to be furniſhed the third of June, for the 
defence of this place, by that government, are but little more 
than one-third come in. At the ſame time, the propoſition 1 
think a good one, if it could be carried into execution. In 
caſe the enemy ſhould attempt to effect a landing above King 
bridge, and to cut off the communication between this city Ind 
the country, an —_— to hang on their i Fear would bGiftreſs them 
exceedingly. | 

I have the e to be; Ne. 74 G. W. 

The incloſed paper ſhould have been Gb before, birt was 
| omitted through burry. 

P. 8. After 1 had cloſed my letter, I received one ; bin 
general Ward, a copy of which is herewith tranſmitted: —T._ 
have wrote bim to forward the two regiments now at Boſton, by 
the moſt direct road, to Ticonderoga, as ſoon as they are well, 
with the utmoſt expedition ; and conſider their having had the 
ſmall-pox, as à fortunate cireumftance. When the three arrive 
which have marched for Norwich, I ſhall immediately fend * 

| h K 


wo, 


bas. — 
"3 7 7 
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4 Nan if Congreſs ſhall. Judge i e ja which 
08 wal Pore to en e . | 


sue, e eee, Men, Tt, Jul 217, 21 


e juſt time to > acknowledge the receipt of your 
favor of the nineteenth. IT he inereſting intelligence of the 
ſucceſs of our. arms in the. ſouthern department gives me the 
higheſt ſatisfaction. Permit ine to join my joy to the congra- 
tu ations of Congreſs 505 this event. To- morrow I will write 
more fully. 15 

Two o "clock, P. . 1 this moment 0 report mace me, 
that ten ſhips were ſeen in the offing, e Inj; 5 $0 
part of admiral. Howe's fleet. 

I have the honor. to de She e tf e LN 6. w. 
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Si, rig od em New-York July 22, 1776. 


YOUR. favors of the eighteenth and nineteenth, with 
which you have been pleaſed to honor me, have been duly re- 
ceived, with the ſeveral reſolves alluded to. 

When the letter and declaration, from lord Howe to Mr. 
Franklin, and the other late governors, come to be publiſhed, 
I. ſhould ſuppoſe the warmeſt advocates for de pendance on the 
Britiſh crown muſt be filent, and be convinced beyond all pof- 
fibility of doubt, that all that has been ſaid about the commiſſi- 
oners was illuſory, and calculated expreſsly to deceive and un- 
guard, not only the good people of our own country, but thoſe 
of the Engliſh. nation that were averſe to the proceedings of 
the King and miniſtry. Hence we ſee the cauſe why a ſpecifi- 
cation of their powers was not given the mayor and city of 
London, on their addreſs requeſting it. That would have been 
dangerous, becauſe it would then have been manifeſt that the 
line of conduct they were to purſue would be totally variant 
from that they had induſtriouſſy propagated, and amuſed the 
public with.— The uniting the civil and military offices in the 

ſame perſons, too, muſt be concluſive to every thinkin wy N, 
that there is to be but little negociation of the civil Kin 

I have incloſed, for the ſatisfaction of Congreſs, the ſubs" . 
ſtance of what paſſed between myſcK and lieutenant<colonet © 
Patterſon, * at an interview had yeſterday, in 


conſequ ence 
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conſequence: of a requeſt from general Howe the day before . 
to which I beg leave to refer them for particulars. 


Colonel Knox of the train having often mentioned to me the 


neceſſity of having a much more numerous body of artilleriſts 
than what there now is, in caſe the preſent conteſt ſhould epn- 


tinue longer, —and knowing the deficiency in this inſtance, and 


their extreme uſefulneſs, —I deſired him to commit his ideas 
upon the ſubject to writing, in order that F might tranfmit 


them- to Cangreſs for their confideration. Agreeahle to my 


requeſt, he has done it; and the propriety of his plan is now 
fabmitted for their decifion. It is certain that we have not 
more at this time than are ſufficient for the ſeveral extenſtve 
poſts we now have, —including the draughts which he ſpeaks 
of, and which, Lprefame (not only from what he has informed 


me, but from the nature of the thing), can never be qualified 


to render the ſame ſervice as if they were regularly appointed 


and formed into a corps for that particular purpoſe. 


l beg leave to remind Congreſs that ſome time ago I laid be- 


fore them the prapofals. of ſome perſons here, for forming a com- 
pany of light-horſe; and the preſident's anſwer, a little time 
after, intimated" that the plan ſeemed to be approved of.— As 


_ thoſe who wanted to make up the troop are frequently wen 


me for an anſwer, I could with to be fayored with the decifio 
of Congreſs upon the ſubject. OS PRINTS: PP 7,304 
By 2 letter from general Schuyler, of the fourteenth inſtant; 


dated at Albany, he informs me, that, the day before, fome 


deſperate defigns of the tories in that quarter had been difco- 
vered, the particulars of which he could not divalge, bein 
under an oath of ſecrecy; however, that ſuch meaſures bad 
been taken, as to promiſe a prevention of the intended mifchief; 
and that four of the conſpirators (among them a ringleader) 
were apprehended about one o'clock that morning, not far from 
the town. What the plot was, of who were concerned in it, 
is a matter I am ignorant of as yet. 

With my beſt regards to Congreſs, I have the honor to be 
your and their moſt obedient ſervant, . 


P. 8. Congreſs will pleaſe to obſerve what was propoſed 


reſpecting the exchange of Mr. Lovell, and fignify their plea- 
igre in your l laſt week's return is alſo incloſed. 


News 


a an Aa1iJd a. .l.. 
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? 


2 5 n ME, TOME enn 3 
Sm, ee e New-York, July 22, 1776. 
r 


; CONGRESS. having been pleaſed to appoint Mr. Wilp 
tg, the. ,command, of s company ip (he German Vatrallon how 
raiſing, I have directed him to repair to Philadelphia for their 
orders. From my acquaintance with him, I ati perſuaded Rg 
conduct as n officer will merit their approbation : and, thank-' 
ing. them for their kind attention to my recommendation of 
him, I have the honor to be, with ſentiments 6f the higheſt” 


>; (83 3 Fg $51 1 . 83 75234 I: * be; 
Sia; en ut ses % nik tünn New- York, July 23; 17764 


I. WAS honored wich your favor of the twentieth by yeſ- 
texday's poſt, figce which, and my letter, nothing of moment, 
„/ ͤ—t»wm· — . tae a re tt 
The ſhips, mentioned in my letter of the twenty-firſt to 
have been in the offing, got in that day, and are ſuppoſed to 
be part of the Scotch fleet, having landed ſome Highlanders 


9 
- 


7 4 : * 
- 
> . Lim \ X 
6 4 — * 


on 


yeſterday. 


| Incloſed I have the honor to tranſmit you copies of a letter 
and ſundry reſolutions which I received laſt night from the 
convention of this ſtate. , They will inform you of the comput- 
ed number of inhabitants and ſtock, upon Naſſau-liland, and 
their ſentiments, on the impracticability of r emoving the latter, 
and alſo of the meaſures they think neceſſary and likely to ſe- 
ch !! A ER 
I have alſo incloſed a letter from Mr, Faeſh to lord Stirling, 
2 the ſubject of a cannon- furnace for the uſe of the ſtates. 
ongreſs will ſee his plan and propoſals, and determine upon 
them as they ſhall judge proper. 1 5 
I am, fir, with every ſentiment of reſpect, &. G. W. 


Six, New-York, Fuly 23, 1976. 


33 3 

SINCE H had the pleaſure of writing you by this morning's 
poſt, I was favored with a letter from governor Trumbull, a 
copy of which is incloſed, and to which I beg leave to refer 
you.—[In regard to the ſtock he mentions, I wrote to him, re- 
queſting that they might be removed from the itlands on Which 
they were, as I conceived it of great importance io diſtreſs the 
enemy as much as poſſible in the article of fieſh proviſion.— 


x T will 
P4 
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I wiſh the other governments may follow his example, and 
have it removed from the iflands belonging to them-reſpet- 
tively. : A ORE Ss 9: yr; 20. 27 

a When the ſhips of war and tenders went up the river, it w 
thought expedient that application ſhould be made for the 
Connecticut row-pallies and thoſe belonging to Rhede-Iſland, 
in order to attempt ſomething for their deſtruction. As ſoon 
as they arrive we ſhall try to employ them in ſome uſeful way, 
but in what, or how ſucceſsfully, I cannot at preſent deter- 
mine. | - i 

© Congrefs will pleaſe to obſerve what Mr. Trumbull ſays re. 
ſpecting the continental regiment raifing under colonel Ward. 
If they incline to give any orders about their deſtination, you 
will pleaſe to communicate them by the earlieſt opportunity, 
as their march will be ſuſpended till they are known. 

The orders Mr. Trumbull has given to the officers of their 
ctuiſers, to ſtop proviſion-veſſels, ſeem to be neceſſary. We 
have too much reaſon to believe that fome have gone volunta- 
rily to the enemy, and that there are many perſons who would 
continue to furniſh them with large ſupplies : and, however up- 
right the intentions of others may be, it will be a matter of the 
utmoſt difficulty, if not an impoſſibility, for any to eſcape fall - 
ing into their hands now, as every part of the coaſt (it is pro- 
bable) will ſwarm with their ſhips of war and tenders. I had 
Propoſed writing to the convention of this ſtate upon the ſub- 
Je& before I received his letter; and am now more perſuaded 
of the neceſſity of their taking ſome ſteps to prevent further 
exportations down the Sound. In my next 1 ſhall inform them 
of the intelligence received from Mr. Trumbull, aad recom- 
mend the matter to their attention, a | 

J have the honor to be, &. | G. W. 

P. S. It appears abſolutely neceſſary that the exportation 
of proviſion ſhould be ſtopped. Our army is large, and other- 
wiſe may want. Nor can individuals be injured, as they have 
a ready- money market for every thing they have to diſpoſe of 


in that way. | mY 


_ OO New-Tork, July. 25, 1776. 


- "DISAGREEABLE as it is to me and unpleaſing as it 
may be to Congreis to multiply officers, I find myſelf under the 
unavoidable neceſſity of aſking an increaſe of my aids-de-camp. 
The augmentation of my command,—the increaſe of my cor- 

- reſpondence, 


_ 


5 _— w” a , — 1 
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refpondence, — the orders to give. — the inſtructions to draw. 
cut out more buſineſs than I am able to execute in time with 


1 
, 
* 


propriety. The buſineſs of ſo many different departments cen- 


U 


tring with me, and by me to be handed on to Congreſs for their 
information, added to the intercourſe. I am obliged to keep 
up With the adjacent ſtates, —and incidental - occurrences, —all 
of which require confidential and not hack writers to execute, 
renders it impoſſible, in the preſent ſtate of things, for my fa. 
mily to diſcharge the ſeveral duties expected of me, with that 
preciſion and diſpatch that I could wiſh, — What will it be then, 
when we come into a more active ſcene, and I am called upon 
from twenty different places perhaps at the ſame inſtant? 
Congreſs will do me the juſtice to believe (I hope) that it is 
not my inclination or wiſh to run the continent to any unneceſ- 
ſary expenſe ;z and thoſe who better know me will nat ſuſpe& 
that ſhow and parade-can haye any influence on my mind in this 
inſtance. A conviction of the neceſſity of it, for the regular 
diſcharge of the truſt repoſed in me, is the governing motive 
for the application; and, as ſych, is ſubmitted to Congreſs by, 
fir, your moſt obedient, &c. G. W. 


== — - — — 


I WAS yeſterday morning honored with your favor of the 
twenty-fourth inſtant with its ſeveral incloſures, to which I 
ſhall pay the ſtricteſt attention. | 5 

The confidence Congreſs are pleaſed to repoſe in my judge 
ment demands my warmeſt acknowledgments, and they may 
reſt aſſured it ſhall be invariably employed, ſo far as it ſhall be 
in my power to promote their views and the public weal. 

Since my laſt, nothing material has occurred. Veſterday 
evening report was made that eight ſhips were ſeen in the offing, 
ſtanding towards the Hook. The men-oi-war and tenders are 
ſtill up the river. They have never attempted to paſs the 
Highland fortifications ; and, a day or two ago, quitted their 
ſtation, and fell down the river eight or ten miles. The vigi- 


| lance and activity of the militia oppoſite where they were, have 


prevented their landing and doing much injury. One poor pea» 
ſant's cot they plundered and then burnt. . 

J would wiſh to know whether the allowance given to offi» 
cers, the ſeventeenth of January, of a dollar and one-third for 


every man they enliſt, Congreſs mean to extend to the —_ 
Fx | who 
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who-euliſt ſor the new army for three years. At frſt. it 12 
appear wrong, or rather exorbitant, ſuppoſing that many Wi 
be recruited out of the regiments now in ſervice; and under 
them: but the allowance will be of great uſe, as it will intereſt 
- the officers, and call forth their exertions which otherwiſe 
would be faint and languid. Indeed I am fearful, from the 
- Inquiries I have made, that their utmoſt exertions will. be-at- 
tended with but little fucceſs. It is oe that the bounty 
of ten dollars is too low; and argued, —* if the ſtates, furniſh- 
Ing men for five or fix months, allow conſiderable more, Why 
thould that be accepted when the term of enliſtment is to be 
for three years?“ I heartily wiſh a bounty i in land had been 
ar could be given, as was propoſed ſome time ago. A think it 
would be attended with ſalutary confequences, * _ 

In confequence of my application to governor Frymbull, he 
Has ſent me two row-gallie>; and I expect another from biw. 
None from governor Cooke are yet come ; nor have I heard 
from him on the ſubject. — One is complete here. — The fire- 
ſhips are going on under Mr. Anderſon's direction, but rather 
fowly ; ahd I am preparing ſome obſtructions for the channel 
nearly oppoſite the works at the upper end of this iſland.— 
When all things are ready, IJ intend to try, if it ſhall ſeem 
practicable, to deſtroy the ſhips and tenders above, and to em- 
ploy the gallies, if they can be of advantage. 

The militia for the flying camp come in but ſlowly. By 2 
return from general Mercer yeſterday, they are but little mor 
than three thouſand. ' If they were in, or can be there ſhortly, 
and the ſituation of the enemy remains the ſame, I would make 
_ Jome efforts to annoy them, keeping our poſts here well guard- 

ed, and not putting too much to the hazard, or in any manner 
to the riſk. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 


Sm, N | New-York, July 29, 1776. 


YOUR favor of the twenty-ſourth I received on ſaturday 
evening. and, agreeable to your requeſt, ſhall. expunge the 
Preamble to the reſolution ſubjeQing the property of ſubjects to 
the Britiſh crown to forfeiture and confiſcation, | 
Our ſtock of muſket-powder is entirely made up into car- 
tridges. I therefore requeſt that Congrels will order four or 
fve tons more of that ſort to be immediately forwarded ; 3 it be- 


QEFICIAL LETTERS agg 
vg nat only necefſary that we ſhould have more for that pur- 


= * 


"pole, but alſo ſome ſtack ta remain in barrels. Ws 

*. Yeſterday evening Hutchinſon's and Sergeant's regiments 
From Boſton arrived: alſo two row-gallies from Rhode-Ifland. 
I am fearful the troops have not got entirely clear of the 
ſmall-pox. I ſhall uſe every poſſible precaution to prevent the 
infection ſpreading ; and, for that purpoſe, have ordered them 
to an encampment ſeparate and detached from the reſt. ; 

Buy faturday's report from Long-Iſland camp, five ſhips, a 
brig, and five ſchooners had got into the Hook by yeſter- 


day's, two ſhips more, and a floop, were ſtanding in.— What 
they are, I have not been able to leara. V2 
I have tranſmitted a general return herewith, by which 
Congreſs will perceive the whole of our force at the time-it 
was made. 3 | . | 

I have incloſed you an account of the ſundry prizes, which 
Was tranſmitted to ſeveral gentlemen here by faturday's poſt, 
The two laſt prizes 1 did not ſee mentioned in the letters 
ſhewn me ; and I fear the report of the ſecond proviſion-veſſel 
is premature.— I was alſo this minute informed that captain 
Biddle had taken a ſhip with ſugars, for Britain, and, in bring- 
ing her in, unfortunately loſt her on Fiſher's-Ifland. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


2 ——— — 


Sin, Neu- Tork, July 30, 1776. 


I WAS this morning honored with your two favors of yeſ- 
terday's date; and, agreeable to your requeſt, have given Mr, 
Palfrey liberty to negociate your claim with Mr. Brimmer, and 
wiſh it may be ſatisfied agreeably to you. | 

J laſt night received a letter from general Schuyler, a copy 
of which 7 do myſelf the honor to tranſmit you. You will 
thereby perceiye his reaſons for leaving Crown-Point, and pre- 
ferring the poſt the council of officers Le es to take oppo- 
ſite to Ticonderoga.— I am totally unacquainted with thoſe ſe- 
veral poſts and the country about them, and therefore cannot 
determine on the validity of his obſervations, or think myſelf at 
liberty to give any direction in the matter. * 

Congreſs will pleaſe to obſerve what he ſays of their diftreſs 
for money. From hence he can have no relief, there being on- 
ly about three or four thouſand dollars in the paymaſter's hands 
according to his return this morning,—and all but two months“ 
pay due to the army, beſides many other demands,--I Mgr 
Rs e | wi 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
. 
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wiſh that proper ſupplies of money could be always kept che 


want may occaſion conſequences of an alarming nature. 

By a letter from him, of a prior date to the copy incloſed, he 
tells me that a Mr. Ryckman, who has juſt returned through 
the country of the Six-Nations, reports that the Indians who 
were at Philadelphia have gone home with very favorable 
ideas of our ſtrength and reſources. This he heard in many of 


| their villages :—a lyckly circumſtance, if it will either gain 


their friendſhip or ſecure their neutrality. 1 

In my letter of the twenty-ſeyenth I informed Congreſs of 
my views to attempt ſomething againſt the troops on Staten-Iſ- 
Iaad. I am now to-acquaint them, that, by the advice of gene- 


ral Mercer and other officers at Amboy, it will be impractica- 


ble to do any thing upon a large ſcale, for want of craft, and as 
the enemy have the entire command of water all round the II- 


land. I have deſired general Mercer to have nine or ten flat - 


bottomed boats built at Newark-bay and Elizabeth-town, with 
a defign principally to keep up the communication acroſs Hack- 
inſac and Paffaic rivers, which I deem a matter of great import - 
ance, and extremely neceſſary to he attended to. i ET 
Since I wrote you yeſterday, eleven ſhips more, four brigs, 
and two ſloops, have come into the Hogk. I have not yet re- 
ceived intelligence what any of the late arrivals are : but I ſup- 
poſe we ſhall not long remain in a ſtate of uncertainty. | 
Having reaſon to believe that lord Howe will readily come 
into an exchange of ſuch priſoners a5 may be more immediately 
under his command, and that ſomething will be offered on this 
ſubje& within a day or two, or rather come in anfwer to the 
1 I have made general Howe, I ſhould be glad ta 
ave Congreſs's interpretation of the reſolye of the twenty: ſe- 
cond inſtant, empowering the commanders to exchange, &c. 
—whether, by the word * /a:/or,” they mean Hailors generally, 
as well thoſe taken in the veſſels of private adventurers by the 
enemy, as thoſe belonging to the continental cruiſers, or veſſels 


in the continent's employ; or whether they only deſign to 


extend the exchange ta the latter, —thoſe in their particular 

employ. 5 | | | 
I would alſo obſerve, that, heretofore, ſailors belonging to 
merchant ſhips that have fallen into our hands, and thoſe em- 
ployed merely as tranſports, have not generally been conſidered 
as priſoners.— I ſubmit it to Congreſs whether it may not be 
now neceſſary to paſs a reſolve declaring their ſentiments on 
this ſubje&, and, in general, who are to be treated as priſoners 
of war, that are taken on boaid veſſels belonging to the ſub- 
jects 
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jects of the Britiſh crown, &c.— The reſult of their opinion up- 
on the firſt queſtion propoſed, you will be pleaſed to tranſmit 
me by the earlieſt opportunity. 1 e 

have incloſed, for the conſideration of Congreſs, a memo- 
rial and petition by captain Holdridge, praying te be relieved 
againſt the loſs of money ſtolen from him, — not conceiving my- 
ſelf authoriſed to grant his requeſt. The certificate which at- 
tends it proves him to be a man of character; and his caſe is 
hard, on his ſtate of it.—Whether making the loſs good may 
not open a door to others, and give riſe to applications not ſo 
juſt as his may be, I cannot determine,—That ſeems to be the 
only objection to relieving him. 3 

I am informed by general Putnam that there are ſome of the 

Stockbridge Indians here (J have not ſeen them myſelf) who 
expreſs great uneaſineſs at their not being employed by us, and 
have come to inquire into the cauſe. I am ſenſible Congreſs 
had them not in contemplation, when they reſolved, that Indians 
might be engaged in our fervice. However, as they ſeem ſo 
anxious, —as they were led to expect it, from what general 
Schuyler and the other commiſſioners did, —as we are under 
difficulties in getting men, and there may be danger of their (or 
ſome of them) taking an unfavorable part, I beg leave to ſub- 
mit it as my opinion, under all theſe circumſtances, that they 
| had better be employed. _ * 3 „ 
'I have the honor to be, &c. 0 G. W. 


Im, |  New-Tork, Augyft 2, 1776. 


YOUR ſavor of the thirtieth ultimo, with its ſeveral in- 
cloſures, I was honored with by wedneſday's poſt. | N 
_ Congreſs having been pleaſed to leave with me the direction 
of colonel Ward's regiment, I have wrote to governor 'Trum- 
bull, and requeſted him to order their march to this place, be- 
ing fully ſatisfied that the enemy mean to make their grand puſh 
in this quarter, and that the good of the ſervice requires every 
aid here that can be obtained. I have allo wrote to colonel 
Elmore, and directed him to repair hither with his regiment. -— 
When it comes, I ſhall fill up commiſſions for ſuch officers ag 
appear with their reſpective companies. Fe. Oy 
Colonel Holman, with a regiment from the Maſſachuſetts 
ſtate, is arrived. Colonel Cary from thence is alſo here, wait- 
ing the arival of his regiment which he hourly expects. He 
adds, when be left New-Londan he heard that the third regi- 
| ment 
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ment from * Maſſachufetts was almoſt 3 45 * ſoon 
be in motion. 

The enemy's force 1s daily augmenting. and becotaing fron 
ger by new arrivals. Yeſterday, general Greene reports that 


about forty ſail, including tenders, came into the Hook. What 


they are, or what thoſe have brought that have lately got in, 
I remain un-informed. However, I think it probable they are 
part of lord Howe's fleet, with the Heſhan troops :—it is time 
to look for them. ; | 
I bave the honor to be, &c. if 8 W. 
PF. 81 I am extremely ſorry to inform eo our troops 
are I eng: | 


Sm; | | New-York, Auguſt 57 1776. | 


I WAS honored with your favor of the thirty-firſt ultimo 
bn friday, with its ſeveral incloſures; and return you my thanks 
for the agreeable intelligence you were pleaſed'to commuicate, 
of the arrival of one 44, our ſhips with ſuch valuable articles 
as arms and ammunition; alſo of the capture made by a priva- 
teer. 

The mode for the exchange of priſoners, ;eſolved on by 
Congreſs, is acceded to by general Howe, ſo far as it comes 
within his command. A copy of my letter and his anſwer up- 
on this ſubje& I have the honor to incloſe you; to which 1 beg 
leave to refer Congreſs. 

The incloſed copy of a letter from eletlel Tupper, who had 
the general command of the gallies here, will inform Congreſs 
of the engagement between them and the ſhips of war up the 
North-river, on ſaturday evening, and of the damage we ſuſ- 
tained. What i injury was done to the ſhips, I cannot aſcertain; 
It is faid they were hulled ſeveral times by our ſhot. All ac- 
counts agree that our officers and men, during the whole of the 
affair, behaved with great ſpirit and biavery. The damage 
done the  gallies ſhews beyond queſtion, that they had a warm 
time of it.— The ſhips ſtill remain up the river; and, before 
any thing further can be attempted againſt them (ſhould it be 
thought adviſable), the gallies muſt be repaired. 

I have alſo tranſmitted Congreſs a copy of a letter I e 
by ſaturday's poſt from governor Cooke, to which I refer them 
for the intelligence 1 contains. The ſeizure of our veſſels by 
the Portugueſe is, I fear, an event too true. Their depen- 


dence upon the Britiſh crown for aid agaiaſt the Spaniards oo 
orce 
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force them to comply with every thing required of . themp.— 
1 with the Mortis may get ſafe in with her cargo.—As to the 
ſhips captain Buchlin ſaw dn the twenty-fifth ultimo, they are 
ag arrived : for yeſterday twenty-five ſail came into the 
By a letter from general Ward; of the twenty-ninth ultimo, 
he informs .me that two of our armed veſſels, the day before, 
had brought into Marblehead a ſhip bound from Halifax to 
Staten-Iſland. She had in about fifteen hundred and nine 
pounds? worth of Britiſh goods, beſides a good many belonging 
to tories. A Halifax paper, found on board her, I have incloſ- 
ed, as alſo an account ſent me by Mr. Hazard, tranſmitted 
him by ſome of his friends, as given by the tories taken in her. 
The intelligence, I dare ſay, is true, reſpecting the arrival of 
purt of the Heſſian troops. General Ward in his letter men- 
tions, that, the day this prize was taken, captain Burke, in ano- 
ther of our armed veflels, had an engagement with a ſhip and 
a ſchooner which he thought were tranſports, and would have 
taken them, had it not been for an unlucky accident in having 
his quarter-deck blown up. Two of his men were killed, ant 
ſeveral more were wounded, _, . | | 
The hulks and chevaux de-frafe, that have been preparing to 
obſtruct the channel; have got up to the place they are intend- 
ed for, and will be ſunk as 1556 25 r 
I hase tranſmitted Congreſs à generaErgturn of the army in 
and about this place on thé third inſtanf / which they will 
perceive the amount of our force, mee. 
Before I conclude, I would beg leave to remind Congreſs 
of the neceſſity there is of having ſome major-generals appoints. 
ed for this army, the duties of which are great, extenſive, and 


impoſſible to be difcharged as they ought and the good of the 
| ſervice requires, without a competent number of officers of this 
rank. F mean to write more fully upon the er 6c and, as 
things are drawing faft to an iſſue, and it is neceſſary fo make 
every proper diſpoſition and arrangement that we poſſibly can, 
J pray that this matter may be taken into conſideration, and 
claim their early attention.—T well know what has prevented 

appointments of this fort fox fome time paſt : but the ſituation 
of our affairs will not juſtify longer delays in this inſtance.— 
By the firſt opportunity, I:ſhall Us the liberty of giving you 
my ſentiments more at large upon the propriety and neceſſity 


— BY 


of the meaſure.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


E New- 


— 
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IN my eiter of the fifth, which I had the honor of ad- 


. drefling you, I begged leave to recall the attention of Congreſs 


to the abſolute neceffity there is for appointing more general 
officers, —promĩſſing at the fame time, by the firſt opportunity, 
to San my ſentiments more at large upon the ſubject. 

onfident I am that the poſtponing this meaſure has not 
proceeded from motives of frugality : otherwiſe I ſhould take 


the liberty of attempting to prove that we put too much to the 


hazard by ſuch a ſaving.—I am but too well appriſed of the dif- 


feulties that occur in the choice. They are, I, acknowledge, 
great; but at the ſame time it muſt he allowed, they are of 
ſuch a nature as to preſent themſelves whenever the ſubject is 
thought of. Time on the one hand does not remove them; on 


the other, delay may be productive of fatal conſequences. 
This army, though far ſhort as yet of the numbers intended 


by Congreſs, is by much two unwieldy for the command of 


any one man, without ſeveral major-generals to aſſiſt. For it 
is to de obſerved, that a brigadier-general at the Rand, of hie 
brigade, is no more than a colonel at the head of a regiment, 
except that he acts upon a larger ſcale. Officers of more gene- 
ral command are at all times wanted for the good order and 
government of an army, eſpecially when the army is compoſed 
chiefly of raw troops: but in an action they are indiſpenſably 
neceflary.—At preſent there is but. one major-general for this 
whole department and the flying camp; whereas, at this place 
alone, lefs than three cannot diſcharge the duties with they res 
gularity they ought to be. 

If theſe major-generals are appointed, as b chey 
will, out of the preſent brigadiers, you will want for this 
place three brigadiers at leaſt.— The northern department will 


require one; if not two (as general Thompſon is a priſoner, 


and the baron Woedtke reported to be dead or in a ſtate not 
much better), there being at preſent. only one brigadier-general 
(Arneld) in all that department.—For the eaſtern govern- 
ments there. - ought to be one, ox a major-general to Apel in. 


tend the regiments there, and to prevent impoſitions that might 


otherwiſe be practiſed.— Theſe make the number wanted to be 
fix or ſeven; and who are to be appointed, Congreſs can beſt 


55 a 
bt make N of the oldeſt olonels would be 42 leaſt 
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And I would obſerve, though the rank of the colonels of the 
eaſtern: governments was ſettled at Cambridge laſt year, it only 
reſpected themſelves, and is. ſtill. open as to officers of other 
governments, To pick a colonel here and a colonel there 
through the army, according to the opinion entertained of their 
abilities, would no doubt be the means of making a better 


choice, and 2 the fitteſt perſons: but then the ſenior 


officers would get diſguſted, and, more than probable, with 
their connexions, quit the ſervice. That might prove fatal at 
this time. — To appoint gentlemen, as brigadiers that had not 
ſerved in this army (in this part of it at leaſt), would not 
wound any one in particular, but hurt the whole equally, and 


muſt be conſidered in a very diſcouraging light by every officer 


of merit. View the matter therefore in any point of light you 
will, there are inconveniencies on the one hand, and difficulties 
on the other, which ought to be avoided. Would they be re- 


medied by appointing the oldeſt colonels from each ſtate? 
If this mode ſhould be thought .expedient, the incloſed lift . 


gives the names of the colonels, from New-Hampſhire'to Penn- 


{ylvania incluſive, ſpecifying thoſe who rank firſt, as I am told, 


in the ſeveral colony liſts. _ K | & 

T have tranſmitted a copy of a letter from Mr. John Glover, 
ſetting forth the nature and grounds of a diſpute between him 
and a Mr. Bradford, reſpecting their agency. Not conceiving 
myſelf authoriſed, nor having the ſmalled inclination to inter- 
fere in any degree in the matter, it is referred to Congreſs, 


who will determine and give direction upon it in ſuch manner 


as they ſhall judge beſt. I will only obſerve, that Mr. Glover 
was recommended to me as a proper perſon for an agent, when 
we firſt fitted out armed veſſels, and was accordingly appointed 
one; and ſo far as I know, diſcharged his office with fidelity 


7 
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I received yeſterday evening a letter from general Schuyler, 


containing lieutenant MfMichael's report, who had been ſent 
a. ſcout to Oſwego. A copy of the report I have incloſed for 
the information of Congreſs, leſt general Schuyler ſhould, have 


omitted it in his letter which accompanies this. He was at the. 


German-Flats when he wrote, which was the ſecond inſtant, 
and the treaty with the Indians not begun; nor had the whole 
expected, then arrived. But of theſe things he will have ad- 
vided you more fully, I make no doubt. x 


The paymaſter informs me he received a ſupply of money 


yeſterday. - It came very ſeaſonably: for the applications and 
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clamors of the troops had become avelſant; and: diftrefling he- 


yond meaſure.— There is now two month's pay due to them. 
I have the honor to be, &c. . 


SM, . Wo : ie | 
SINCE cloſing the letter which I had the honor to write 
you this morning, two deferters have come in, who left the 
Solebay man-of-war laſt evening. One of them is a native of 
New-York. Their account is that they were in the engage- 
ment with colonel Maultrie-at Sullivan's Iſland on the ninth of ' 
July—(the particulars they give nearly correſpond with the 
narrative ſent by general Lee) that they left Carolina three 
weeks ago as a convoy to forty-five tranſports having on board 
general Clinton, lard Cornwallis, and the whole ſouthern army, 
conſiſting of about three thouſand men, all of whom were land- 
ed laſt week on Staten-Ifſand in tolerable: health 3z—<that, on 
funday, thirteen: tranſports, part of lord Howe's fleet, and hav- 
ing on board Heſhans and: Highlanders, came to Staten-Ifland ; 
that the remainder of the fleet; which was reported to have, 
in the whole, twelve thouſand men, had parted with theſe 
troops off the banks af Newfoundland, and were expected to 
come in every moment z— that they were getting their heavy 

_ carriages and cannon on board, had launched eight gondolas 
with flat bottoms, and two-rafts or ſtages to carry cannon. 

Theſe men underſfand that the attack will ſoon be made if 
ns other troops arrive ;—that they give out they will lay the 
Jerſeys walte with fre and ſword ;—that the camputed ſtrength 
of their army will be thirty thouſand men. They further add, 
that, when they left Carolina, one tranſport got on ſhore, ſo 
hat they were not able to. give her relief; upon which, the 
- Jurrendered, with five companies of Highlanders, to general 
Lee, who, -after taking every thing valuable out of her, butnt 
her ;—that the admiral turned general Clinton out of his ſhip 
after the engagement, with a great deal of abuſe great dit. 
ferences between the principal naval and military gentlemen ; 
that the ſhips left in Carolina, are now in ſuch a weakly diſ- 
treſſed condition, they would fall an eaſy prey. | 


I am, fir, with great reſpect, &c. SG. W. 
Head. Nuarters, New-York, Auguft 7, 1776. and 

7 one; d'cloet p., l. BE 
The ſhips are changing their poſition, and the men-of-war 
forming into a line: but I Rill thigk they will wait the 1 
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af the remaining Hefſjans, before any general ak; with be 
made,— Monday's return will ſhew our Rrength here. Fj, He 


a - 
Sia, th OO New-York, Auguſt 8, $956, 


BY yeſterday mie poſt, I was honored with your 
favor of the ſecond inſtant, with ſungry reſolutions of Congreſs, 
to which I ſhall pay ſtrict attention. 


As the propoſition for employing the Stockbridge Indians | 


has been approved, L have wrote to Mr. Edwards, one of the 
commiſhoners, and Who lives among them, requeſting him to 
engage them, or ſuch as are willing, to enter the ſervice; I 
have directed him to indulge them with liberty to join this or 
the northern army, or both, as their inclinations may lead. 
- I wiſh the falutary conſeqyenges may reſult from the regula- 
ae reſpecting ſeamen taken, that Congreſs have in view. 
From the nature of this kind of people, and the privileges 


granted on their entering into our ſervice, I ſhould ſuppoſe ma- 


17 of them will do it. We want them much. 

1 yeſterday tranſmitted the intelligence I received from the 
defaitars from the Solebay man- of- war. The incloſed copy of 
a letter by laſt night's poſt, from the honorable Mr, Bowdoin, 
with the information of a captain Kennedy lately taken, corro- 


- borate their accounts reſpecting the Heſſian troops. Indeed 


his report- makes. the fleet and armament; to be employed a- 
gainſt us, greater than we have heard they would be. Howe- 
ver, there remains no douht of their being both large and for- 


midable, and ſuch as will require our moſt vigorous exertions 


| bo oppoſe them. Perſuaded of this, and knowing how much 
inferior our numbers are and will be to theirs when the whole 
of their troops arrive, —of the important confequences that 
may and will flow from the appeal that will ſoon be made, L 
have wrote to Connecticut and New-Jerſey, for all the ſuccour 
they can afford, and alſo to the convention of this ſtate. — What 
I may receive, and in what time, the event muſt determine. 
But I would fain hope, the fituation and the exigency of our 
affairs will call forth the moſt ſtrenuous efforts and early aſſiſt- 
ance of thoſe who are friends to the cauſe. I confeſs there is 
but too much occaſion for their exertions. I confidently truſt 
they will not be withheld. - 

I have incloſed a copy of a letter from Mr. Bowdoin reſpect- 
ing the eaſtern Indians. Congreſs will thereby perceive that 
they profeſs themſclyes to be well attached to our * 
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1 


and the ſummary of the meaſures taken to engage them in 


our ſervice. I have the treaty at large between the honorable 
council of the Maffachuſetts, on behalf of the United States, 
with the delegates of the Saint-John's and Mikmac tribes. The 
probability of a copy's being ſent already, and its great length, 
prevent one coming herewith. If Congreſs had it not forward- 
ed to them, I will fend a copy by the firſt opportunity after no- 
tice that it has not been received. | £7 
Auguſt Ser a report received from general Greene laſt 
night, at funſet and a little after, about a hundred boats were 
ſeen bringing troops from Staten-Ifland to the ſhips, three of 
which had fallen down towards the Narrows, having taken in 
ſoldiers from thirty of the boats. He adds, that, by the beſt 
obſervations of feveral officers, there appeared to be a general 
embarkation. PR TR tg: at . Obs | 
L have wrote to general Mercer for two thouſand men from the 
flying camp. Colonel Smallwood's battalion, as part of them, 
I expe& this forenoon : but where the reſt are to come from, I 
know not, as, by the general's laſt return, not more, than three 
or four hundred of the new levies had got in. 5 3 
In my letter of the fifth I incloſed a general return of the ar- 
my under my immediate command: but I imagine the follow- 
ing ſtate will give Congreſs a more perfect idea, though not 2 
more agreeable one, of our ſituation, .. For the ſeveral poſts on 
New-York, Long and Governor's. iſlands, and Paulus-Hook, we 
have, fit for duty, ten thouſand five hundred and fourteen, - 
fick preſent, three thoufand and thirty-nine—ſick abſent, fix hun- 
dred and twenty-nine,—on command, two thouſand nine hun- 


dred and forty-ſix,-—-on furlough, ninety-ſeven,-total, ſeven- 


teen thouſand two hundred and twenty-five. In addition to - 
theſe, we are only certain of colonel Smallwood's battalion in 
caſe of an immediate attack. . Qur: poſts are too much divid- 
ed, having waters between many of them, and ſome. diſtagt from 
others, fifteen miles, 'Fheſe circumſtances, ſufficiently diſtreſſ- 
ing of themſelves, are much "aggravated by the ſickneſs that 
prevails through the army. Every day more or leſs are ta- 
ken down ; ſo that the proportion of men that may come in can- 
not be conſidered as a real and ſerviceable angmentation on the 
whole. „ 5 | . 11 
Theſe things are melancholy; but they are nevertheleſs true. 
I hope for better. Under every diſadvantage, my utmoſt exerr 
tions ſhall be employed to bring about the great end we have 


in view: and, fo far as I can judge from the profeſſions and ap: 


| parent diſpoLtion of my troops, I ſhall have their ſupport. The 
: | | ſuperiority 


a 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. - 83 


fuperiority of the enemy and the expected attack do not ſeem 
to have depreſſed their ſpirits, Theſe conſiderations lead me 
to think, that, though the appeal may not terminate ſo happily 
in our favor as I could wiſh, yet they will not ſucceed in their 
views without conſiderable loſs. Any WR mY may get, 
I truſt, will coſt them dear. Ty ' | | 

Eight o'clock, A. . 

_ By the teverend Mr. Madiſon and a Mr. Pe two gen. 
flemen of Virginia, who came from Staten-Iſland yeſterday, 
where they arrived the day before in the packet with colonel 
Guy Johnſon, I am informed that nothing material had taken 
place in England when they left it ;—that there had been a 
change in the French miniſiry, which, many people thought, 
foreboded a war: that it ſeemed to de dei by many that 
Congreſs would attempt to buy off the foreign troops, and that 
it might be effected without great difficulty. Their accounts 
from Staten -Iſland nearly correſpond with what we had before: 
they ſay. that every preparation is making for an attack that 
the force now upon the iſland is about fifteen. thouſand: abt 
they appear very impatient for the arrival of the foreign troops, 
but a very ſmall part having got in. Whether they would at- 
tempt any thing before they come, they are uncertain : but 
they are fure they will as ſoon as they arrive, if not before.— 
They ſay, from what they could collect from the converſation 
of officers, & c. they mean to hem us in by getting above us and 
cutting off all communication with the country. 

That this is their plan, ſeems to be corroborated and con- 
firmed by the circumſtance of ſome ſhips of war going out at 
different times within a few days paſt, and other yeſſels. It is 
| probeblyt that a part are to go round and come up the Sound. 

Mr. Madiſon ſays lord Howe's powers were not known when 
he left England ;—that general Conway moved, before his de- 
parture, that they might be laid before the commons. ; and 
had his motion rejected by a large n | © 
J have the 3 to be, we } G, W. 
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; I HAVE bined duly honored with your favors. of the 
eighth and tenth inſtant, with their ſeveral incloſures, I frail 
pay attention to the reſolution reſpecting lieutenant Jof ah, and 
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attempt to relieve him from his rigorous uſage, Your letters 
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to ſuch of the gentlemen as were here have been delivered. 
The reſt will be ſent by the firſt opportunity. 

Since my laſt of the eighth and ninth, the enemy have made 
no movements of conſequence. They remain nearly in the ſame 
ſtate ; nor have we any further intelligence of their deſigns. 
They have not been yet joined by the remainder of the fleet 
with the Heſſian troops. 

Colonet' Smallvood and his battalion got in on friday ; and 
colonel Miles is alſo here with two battalions more of Pennfy1- 
vania riflemen. 

The convention of chi flate have been exerting themſelves 
to call forth a portion of their militia to an encampment form- 
ing above Kingſbridge, to remain in ſervice fot the ſpace of one 
month' after their arrival there ; and alſo half of thoſe f in King 
and Queen's counties, to reinforce the tioops on Long-Iſland 
till the firſt of September, unleſs ſooner diſcharged. General 
Morris too is to take poſt with his brigade on the Sound and 
Hudſon's-river for ten days, to annoy the enemy in eale they 
attempt to land ; ; and others of their militia are directed to be 
in readineſs, in caſe their aid ſhould be acquired. Upon the 
whole, from the information I have from the convention, the 


militias ordered are now in motion, or will be in a little time, 


and will amount to about three thouſand or more. From Con- 
necticut, I am not certain what ſuccours are coming. By one 


or two gentlemen who have come from thence, I am told ſome 
of the militia are aſſembling, and, from the * they 


had, would march this week. 
By a letter from governor Trumbull, of the fifth, I am ad- 


viſed that the troops from that ſlate, deſtined for' the northern 
army, had marched for Skeneſborough. — General Ward too, 
by a letter of the fourth, informs me that the regiments would 

march from Boſton laſt week, having been cleanſed and gene- 
rally recovered from the ſmall-pox. I bave alſo countermand- 
ed my orders to colonel Elmore, and direQed him to join the 
northern army, having heard, after my orders to Connecticut 
for his marching hither, that he and moſt of his regiment were at 
Albany or within its vicinity, —General Ward mentions that 
the council of the Maſſachuſetts ſtate will have in from two or 
three thouſand of their militia to defend their lines and differ- 
ent poſts, in lieu of the regiments ordered from thence agreea- 
ble to the reſolution of Congreſs. 


The incloſed copy of a reſolve of this ſtate, paſſed the tenth 


inſtant, will diſcover the apprehenſion they are under of the defec- 


tion of the inhabitants of King's county from the common cauſe, 
and 
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and of the meaſures they have taken thereupon. T have dired- 


ed general Greene to give the committee ſuch aſſiſtance as he 
can, and they may require, in the execution of their commiſ- 
ſion; though at the ſame time, I wiſh the information the 
convention have received upon the ſubje& may prove ground- 
1e | n as os Wa 
I would beg leave to mention to Congreſs, that, in a letter I 
received from general Lee, he mentions the valuable conſequer« 
ces that would reſult from a number of cavalry being employed 
in the ſouthern department. Without them (to uſe his own 
expreſſions) he can anſwer for nothing :—with one thouſand he 
would enſure the ſafety of thoſe ſtates.—L ſhould have done 
myſelf the honor of ſubmitting this matter to Congreſs before, 
at his particular requeſt, had it not eſcaped my mind. From 
his acquaintance with that country, and the nature of the 
grounds, I doubt not he has weighed the matter well, and pre- 
ſume he has fully repreſented the advantages that would arife 


from the eſtabliſhment of ſuch a corps :—all I mean, is, in com- 


pliance with his requiſition, to mention the matter, that ſuch 
conſideration may be had upon it (if not already determined), 
as it may be deſerving of. | | 


1 have tranſmitted a general return, whereby Congreſs will 


* 
* 
* 


perceive the whole of our ſtrength, except the two battalions 
under colonel Miles, which,*coming fince it was made out, are 
not included. | | Teal 
I have incloſed a letter juſt come to hand from Martinique. 
Congreſs will pleaſe to conſider of the purport, favoring me 
with their anſwer and a return of the letter, | 
This moment (ten o'clock) report is made by general Greene 
that a man-of-war came in yeſterday, and that fixty fail of ſhips 
are now ſtanding in.ä— No doubt they are a further part of the 
Heſſian fleet. ES: 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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5 Six, New- Tort, Auguſ 12, 1776. 

THIS will be banded to you by colonel * * * from the 
northern army, whom the tncloſe( letter and proceedings of 2 
general court-martial will ſhew to have been in arreſt, and tri- 


ed for ſundry matters charged againſt him, As the court-mar- a 
tial was by order of the commander in that department, —the 


facts committed there, —the trial there, — I am much at a loſe 


to know why the proceedings were referred to me to approve 
| a . or 
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, 
or diſapprove. As my interſering in the matter would carry 
much impropriety with it, and ſhew a want of regard to the 
rules and practice in ſuch inſtances,—and as colonel “ * * is 
going to Philadelphia, — I have ſubmitted the whole of the pro- 
ceedings to the conſideration of Congreſs for their deciſion up- 


on his caſe, — perfectly convinced that ſuch determination will 


be had therein, as will be right and juſt. — 
I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


Six, | New-York, Auguft 13, 1776. 


-AS there is reaſon to believe that but little time will elapſe 
before the enemy make their attack, I have thought it adviſa- 
ble to remove all the papers in my hands, reſpecting the affairs 
of the ſtates, from this place. I hope the event will ſhew the 
precaution was neceſſary : but yet prudence required that it 
ſhould be done, left by any accident they might fall into their 
hands. They are all contained in a large box, nailed up, and 
committed to the care of lieutenant-colonel Reed, brother of 
the adjutant-general, to be delivered to Congreſs, in whoſe 
cuſtody I would beg leave to depoſit them until our affairs 
ſhall be ſo circumſtanced as to admit of their return. 

The enemy, ſince my letter of yeſterday, have received a 
further augmentation of thirty-ſix ſhips to their fleet, making 
21 whole that have arrived ſince yeſterday morning, ninety- 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I would oblerve that I have ſent off the box private ly, 
that it might raiſe no diſagreeable ideas; and have enjoined 
colonel Reed to ſecrecy. | 


AS —— 
| Six, | New-York, Auguſt 14, 1776. 
SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on monday, 


nothing of. importance has occurred here, except that the ene- 
my have received an augmentation to their fleet, of ninety-ſix 
ſhips :—ſoame reports make them more. In a letter I wrote 
you yeſterday by lieutenant-colonel Reed, I adviſed you of 


this: but preſuming it may not reach you ſo ſoon as this will, 


I have thought proper to mention the intelligence again, 
Incloſed J have the honor to tranſmit a copy of the exami- 


nation of a deſerter, ſent me this morning by general Mercer, 


to 


kia $5 jel BY an aan Aug 
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to which I beg leave to refer Congreſs for the lateſt accounts I 
ave from the enemy. Whether the intelligence he has given 
„ literally true, I cannot determine: but as to the attack, we 
daily expect it. 

Your favor of the tenth, with its incloſures, was . re- 
ceived; and 1 have inſtructed the ſeveral officers who were 
promoted, to act in their ſtations as you requeſted, though 
their commiſſions were not ſent. 8 

As we are in extreme want of tents and covering for this 
army, —a great part 0: thoſe at the out- poſts having nothing to 
ſmelter them, nor houſes to go into, —I ſubmit it to Congrels 
whether it may not be prudent to remand thoſe that were lately 
ſent to Boſton, where there are no troops at prefent ; and, if 
there were, the neceſſity for them would not be great, as the 
town, and barracks at ſeveral of the polts, would be ſufficient 
10 receive them. 

The incloſed letter from lieutenant- colonel Henſhaw will diſ. 
cover to Congreſs his views and wiſhes, which they will conſi- 
der and determine on, in whatever way they think right and 
conducive to the pon good; n only to lay his letter 
before them. 

I take the liberty of mentioning that colonel Varnum of 
Rhode-Iſland has been with me this morning to reſign his com- 
miſhon, conceiving himſelf to be greatly injured in not having 
been noticed in the late arrangement and promotion of general 
officers.— I remonſtrated againſt the impropriety of the mea- 
ſure at this time; and he has conſented to ſtay till affairs wear 
a different aſpe&t from what they do at preſent. 

Eleven o'clock. —By a report juſt come to hand from general 
Greene, twenty ſhips more are coming in, 


J have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
OIR, : | New-York, Auguſt 14, 1776.. 
THIS will be delivered you by captain Moeballe,-a Dutch 


— from Surinam, who has come to the continent with 


a view of entering into the ſervice of the ſtates, as you will per- 
ceive by the incloſed letters from Mr. Browne. of Providence, 
and general Greene. What other letters and credentials he 
has, I know. not; but, at his requeſt, have given him this line 
to Congrels, to whom he withes to be introduced, and where 
he will make his pretenſions known. 

I have ordered the quarter- maſter immediately to write to 

Mr. 
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Mr. Browne for the Ruſſe duck he mentions, with directions 

to have it inſtantly made into tents there, —being in great dil. 

refs for want of a ſuſticient number to cover our troops. 
T have the honor to be, &c. 20 5 


« — q - 


A 22 | 
| Sm, 7 f New-York, Auguſt 1 5, 1776, 


AS the ſituation of the two armies muſt engage the atten- 
tion of Congreſs, and lead them to expect that each returning 
day will produce ſome important events, this is meant to in- 
form them that nothing af moment has yet caſt up. In the 
evening of yeſterday there were great movements among their 
boats; and, from the number that appeared to be paſſing and 
repaſſing about the Narrows, we were induced to believe they 
intended to land a part of their force upon Long-liland : but, 
having no report from general Greene, I preſume they have 
not done it. | . | h 
I have the honor to be, &c. W. 
P. 8. Your favor of the thirteenth was received by yeſter- 
day's poſt,—I wrote on monday by the return expreſs, as you 
ſuppoſed, | 8 5 


Sm, New-York, Auguſt 16, 1776. 


I BEG leave to inform you, that, fince I had the plea- 
ſure of addrefling you yeſterday, nothing intereſting between 
the two armies has happened. Things remain nearly in the 
ſituation they then were. | Z 85 

It is with peculiar regret and concern that I have an oppor- 
tunity of meationing to Congreſs the ſickly condition of our 
troops. In ſome regiments there are not any of the field-ofi- 
cers capable of doing duty: in others the duty is extremely 
difficult fur want of a ſufficient number. I have been obliged 
to nominate ſome till Congreſs tranſmit the appointments of 
thoſe they wiſh to ſucceed to the ſeveral vacancies occaſioned 
by the late promotions. This, being a matter of ſome conſe- 
quence, I preſume will have their early attention, and that they 
will fill up the ſeveral vacancies alſo mentioned in the liſt I had 
the honor of tranſmitting ſame few days ago to the board of 

ar. 75 | 


I am, fir, with the utmoſt reſpect, &c. G. w. 


Neu. 
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Bin, | New-York, Auguſt 17, 1776. 
THE circumſtances of the two armies having undergone 
no material alteration fince I had the honor of writing to you 
laſt, I have nothing particular or important to communicate re- 
ſpecting them. | | 1 | 
In my letter of yeſterday I forgot to mention the arrival of 
lord Dunmore here. By the examination of a captain Hunter 
(who eſcaped from the enemy, and came to Amboy on the 
fourteenth) tranſmitted me by general Roberdeau, I am cer. 
tainly informed his lordſhip arived on the thirteenth, The ex- 


amination does not ſay any thing about the ſhips he brought 


with him: it only extends to his force, which it mentions ta 
be weak. = 6 | 

I before now expected the enemy would have made their at- 
tack : rar can I account for their deferring it, unleſs the intel; 
ligence, given by captain Hunter and another perſon who eſ- 
caped about the ſame time, is the-cauſe,—to wit, that they are 
waiting the arrival of another diviſion of the Heſſian troops, 


which (they ſay) is ſtill out. Whether that is the reaſon of 
the delay, I cannot undertake to determine: but I ſhould ſup- 
poſe things will not long remain in their preſent ſtate. —I have 


incloſed a copy of general Roberdeau's letter, and of the exa- 
mination of thoſe two perſons, which will ſhew Congreſs all 
the information they have given upon theſe ſubjects. 

I am juſt now adviſed by Mr. Aires who came from Phila. 
delphia to build the row-gallies, that two of our fire-veſlels at- 
tempted laſt night to burn the enemy's ſhips and tenders up the 
river. He ſays that they burned one tender, and one of them 
boarded the Phoenix, and was grappled with her for near ten 
minutes; but ſhe cleared herſelf, We loſt both of the veſlels. 
His account is not ſo particular as I could with ; however, I 
am certain the attempt has not ſucceeded to our wiſhes. In a 
little time 1t is probable the matter will be more minutely re- 


ported. | EO 
I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
Six, New-York, Auguſt 18, 1776. 


I HAVE been honored with your favor of the fixteenth - 


with the incloſure, and am ſorry it is not in my power to tranſ- 
mit Congreſs a copy of the treaty as they require, having ſent 
it away with the other papers that were in my hands. . 

| © 
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190 GENERAL WASHINGTON" 


The reſolution they have entered into reſpecting the foreign 
troops, I am perſuaded, would produce ſalutary effects, if it 
could be properly circulated among them. I fear it will be a 
matter of difficulty. However I will take every meaſure that 
Mall appear probable to facilitate the end. i 

I have the honor to incloſe you, for the peruſal and conſi- 
deration of Congreſs, ſundry papers marked No. f to No. 7 in- 
cluſive, the whole of which, except No. 2 and 7 (my anſwers 
to lord Drummond and general Howe) I received yeſterday 
evening by a flag, and to which I beg leave to refer Congreſs. 

I am exceedingly at a loſs to know the motives and cauſes 
inducing a proceeding of ſuch a nature at this time, and why 
lord Howe has not attempted ſome plan of negociation before, 
as he ſeems ſo defirous of it. If I may be allowed to conjec- 
ture and gueſs at the cauſe, it may be that part of the Heſſians 
have not arrived, as mentioned in the examination tranſmitted” 
yeſterday, —or that general Burgoyne has not made ſuch pro- 
greſs as was expected, to form a junction of their two armies,—' 
or, what I think equally probable, they mean to procraſtinate 
their operations for ſome time, truſting that the militias which 
have come to our ſuccour, will Toon become tired and return 
home, as is but too uſual with them.—Congreſs will make their 
obſervations upon theſe ſeveral matters, and favor me with the 
reſult as ſoon as they have done.— They will obſerve my an- 
ſwer to lord Drummond, who (I am pretty confident) has not 
attended to the terms of his parole, but has violated it in ſeve- 
ral inſtances. It is with the reſt of the papers: but, if my me- 
mory ſerves me, he was not to hold any correſpondence direQly 
or indirectly with thoſe in arms againſt us, or to go into any 
port or harbor in America, where the enemy themſelves were 
or had a fleet, or to go on board their ſhips. 

'The treaty with the Indians 1s in the box which lieutenant. 
colonel Reed, I preſume, has delivered before this. If. Con- 
greſs are deſirous of ſeeing it, they will be pleaſed to have the 
box opened. It contains a variety of papers, and all the affairs. 
of the army, from my firſt going to Cambridge, till it was ſent 
away. | | 

This morning, the Phoenix and Roſe men-of-war, with two 
tenders, availing themſelves of a favorable and briſk wind, 
came down the river, and have joined the fleet. Our ſeveral 
batteries fired at them in their paſſage, but without any good 
effect that 1 could perceive. 5 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Neu- 
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R Neu- Tor, Auguft 19, 1776. 


I HAVE nothing of moment to communicate to Con- 
greſs, as things are in the ſituation they were when I had laſt 
the honor of addreſſing them. 


By a letter from general Ward, of the twelfth, I find that | 


Whitcomb's regiment, on the eighth, and Phinney's, on the 
ninth, marched from Boſton for Iyconderoga. 

Governor Trumbull alſo, in a letter of the thirteenth, advi- 
ſes me that Ward's rigiment in the ſervice of the ſiates was on 
the march to this army, and that he and his council of ſafety 


had in the whole ordered fourteen militia regiments to reinforce 


us. Three of them have arrived, and amount to about a thou- 
fand and twenty men. When the whole come in, we ſhall be 
on a much more reſpeQable footing than we have been: but I 
greatly fear, if the enemy defer their attempt for any confider- 
able time, they will be extremely impatient to return home; 
and if they ſhould, we ſhall be reduced to diftreſs again. 
He allo adds that captain Van Buren, who had been ſent for 
that purpoſe had procured a ſufficient ſupply of ſail-cloth for 


the veſſels to be employed on the lake, and a part of the cor- 


dage, in that ſtate; and had a proſpect of getting the remain» 
der. | 
As there will be a difficulty in all probability to circulate 
the papers deſigned for the foreign troops, and many miſcarria- 
er may happen before it can be effected, it may be proper to 
urniſh me with a larger quantity than what I already have. 
| Incloſed I have the honor to tranſmit you a general return 
of our whole force at this time, in which are comprehended the 
three regiments of militia above mentioned. I am ſorry it 
ſhould be ſo much weakened by fickneſs. The return will ſhew 
you how it diſtreſſes us. | 
„ have the honor to be, &c. | GG. WW: 
P. 8. The poſt juſt now arrived has brought a further ſup- 
ply of papers for the Heſſians, which makes my requiſition un- 
neceſſary. | 


7 


Sin, New-York, Auguſt 20, 1776. 


I WAS yeſterday morning favored with yours of the 
ſeventeenth, accompanied by ſeveral reſolutions of Congreſs, 
and commiſſions for officers appointed to the late vacancies in 
this army, 


1 wrote 
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„ OLNERAL WASHINGTON" 


rote ſome day ago to general Schuyler to propoſe to ge- 
neräls Carleton and Burgoyne an exchange of priſoners in con- 
ſequence of a former reſolve of Congrefs authoriſihg their tom- 
anders in each department to negociate one. at of major 
Meigs for major French, and captain Dearborn's for any officer“ 
F equal rank, I ſubmitted fo general Howe's conſfderation, by 
letter, on the ſeventeenth, underſtanding their paroles had been 
ſent him by general Carleton; but have not yet received his 
anſwer upon the ſubject. 1 5 

In reſpect to the exchange of the priſoners in Canada, if a 
propoſition on that head has not been already made (and I be- 
lieve it has not), the incloſed copy of general Carleton's or- 
ders (tranfmitted me under ſeal by major Bigelow, Who was 
ſent with a flag to general Burgoyne from Tyconderoga, with 


. the proceedings of Congreſs on the breach of capitulation at 


i 


the Cedars; and the inhuman treatment of our people after- 
wards) will ſhew it is unnecefſary, as he has determined to ſend” 
them to their own provinces, there to remain as priſoners; in- 
terdiQting at the ſame time all Kind of intercourſe between us 
ahd his army, except ſuch as may be for the purpoſe of implor- 
ing the king's mercy.--The aſſaſſination he mentions, of briga- 
dier-general Gordon, is a fact entirely new to me, and what 1 
never heard of before.— I ſhall not trouble Congreſs with my 
ſtrictures upon this ® * * performace, * ** only obſerving 
that its deſign is ſomewhat artful, and that each boatman with 
major Bigelow was furniſhed with a copy. | | 

I have alſo tranſmitted Congreſs a copy of the major's Journal, 
to which I beg leave to refer them for the intelligence reported 
by him on his return from the truce. R 

Buy a letter from general Greene yeſterday evening, he in- 
formed me he had received an expreſs from Hog-Ifland inlet, 
adviſing that five of the enemy's ſmall veſſels had appeared at 
the mouth of the creek, with ſome troops on board';—allo'that * 
he had heard two periaguas were off Oyſter-bay,—the whole 
ſappoſed: to be aſter live ſtock and. to prevent their getting 
it, he had detached a party of horſe, and two hundred and 
twenty men, among them twenty riflemen. I have not receiv- 
ed further intelligence upon the ſubject. | 

I am alſo adviſed by the examination of a captain Button 


' 


_ (maſter of a veilel that had been taken) tranſmitted me by ge- 


neral Mercer, that the general report among the enemy's. 


troops, when he came off, was, that they were to attack Long. 


Wand, and to ſecure our works there if poſſible, at the fame” 
time another part of their army was to land above this city. 
FI | This 
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This information is corroborated by many other accounts, and 


is probably true: nor will it be poſſible to prevent them land- 
ing on the iſland, as its great extent affords a variety of places 
favorable for that purpoſe, and the whole of our works on it are 
at the end oppoſite to the city. However, we ſhall attempt ta 
harraſs them as much as poſſible, which will be all that we can 


do,—T have the honor to be, &c. _ Sb. W's 
„ New-York, Auguſt 21, 1776. 


INCLOSED I have the honor to tranſmit you a copy of 
my letter to lord Howe (as well on the ſubject of a general ex- 
change of priſoners in the naval line, as that of lieutenant Joſi- 
ah in particular) and of his lordſhip's anſwer, which, for its 


matter and manner, is very different from general Carleton's 


orders which were forwarded yeſterday. | 
The ſituation of the armies being the ſame as when I had the 
pleaſure of addreſſing you laſt, I have nothing ſpecial to com- 


municate on that head, nor more to add, than that I am with 


all poſſible reſpect, &c, „ S. W. 


Sm, : | New-York, Augufl 22, 1776. 


I DO myſelf the honor to tranſmit Congreſs a copy of a 


letter I received yefterday from goyernor Livingſton, alſo co- 


ples of three reports from colonel Hand. | 

Though the intelligence reported by the ſpy on his return ta 
governor, Livingſton. has not been confirmed by the event he 
mentions (an attack laſt night), there is every reaſon to believe 
that one is ſhortly deſigned. The falling down of ſeveral ſhips 
yeſterday evening to the Narrows, crowded with men,—thoſe 
ſucceeded by many more this morning,—and a great number of 
boats parading around them (as I was juſt now informed) with 
troops, —are all circumſtances indicating an attack: and it is 
not improbable it will be made to-day. It could not have hap- 
pened laſt night, by reaſon of a molt violent guſt. 

We are making every preparation to receive them; and L 
truſt, under the ſmiles of providence, with our own exertions, 
that my next, if they do attack, will tranſmit an account that 
will be pleaſing to every friend of America, and of the rights 
of humanity. : 


I have the honor to be, &. G. W. 
SS : News 
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Sm, 152 . | New-York, August 23, 1716. 


IT BEG leave to inform Congreſs, that, yeſterday morn- 
ing and in the courſe of the preceding night, a confiderable bo- 
dy of the enemy, amounting by report, to eight or nine thou- 
ſand, and theſe all Britiſh, landed from the traſport-ſhips 
mentioned in my laſt, at Graveſend-bay on Long Ifland, and 
have approached within three miles of our lines, having march- 


ed acroſs the low cleared grounds near the woods at Flat-buſh, 


where they are halted, ſince my laſt intelligence. | 

I have detached from hence fix battalions as a reinforcement 
to our troops there, which are all that Fcan ſpare at this time, 
not knowing but the fleet may move up with the remainder of 
their army, and make an attack here, on the next flood-tide. 
Tf they do not, I ſhall ſend a further reinforcement, ſhould it 
be neceſſary; and have ordered five battalions more to be in 
% ͤ ²ͤ TTA 
I have no doubt but a little time will produce ſome' impor- 
tant events. I hope they will be happy.— The reinforcement 
detached yeſterday went off in high ſpirits; and J have the plea- 


fure to inform you that the whole of the army, that are effec- 


tive and capable of duty, diſcover the ſame, and great cheer- 
fulneſs.— I have been obliged to appoint major-general Sullivan 
bis the command on the iſland, owing to 2 Greene's in- 
iſpofition :—he has been extremely ill for ſeveral days, and 

, 2 E 

By wedneſday evening's poſt I received a letter from gene- 
ral Ward, inclofing a copy of the invoice of the ordnance- 
ſtores taken by captain Manly, with the appraiſement of the 
fame (made in purſuance of my direction, founded on the order 
of Congreſs), which I do myſelf the honor of tranſmitting.— 
You Wl alſo receive the treaty between the commiſſioners and 
the Indians of the Six-Nations, and others, at the German- 
Flats, which general Schuyler requeſted me to forward, 'by 


. 


His Tetter of the eighteenth inſtant. 


I have the honor to be, &c. | GW. 
Sm, 55 New-York, Auguſt 24, 1776. 


IHE irregularity of the poſt prevents your receiving the 
early and conſtant intelligence it is my with to communicate. 
This is the third letter which you will probably receive from 
me by the ſame poſt. The firſt was of little or no conſequence: 
— . „ . 8 but 


6 Fg” VT 


9 7 we * * RJ. * 
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but that of yeſterday gave you the beſt information I had been 


able to obtain, of the enemy's landing and movements upon 
Long-Ifland.——Having occaſion to go over thither yeſterday, I 
ſent my letter to the poſt-office at the uſual hour, being in- 
formed that the rider was expected every moment, and would 


go out again directly: but in the evening when I ſent to in- - 


quire, none had come in. . 33 TOS 
I now incloſe you a report made to me by general Sullivan 
after J left Long- Iſland yeſterday. I do not conceive that the 


enemy's whole force was in motion, but a detached party ra- 


ther. I have ſent over four more regiments, with boats, to be 
ready either to reinforce the troops under general Sullivan, or 


to return to this place, if the remainder of the fect at the wa- 
tering: place ſhould puſh up to the city; which hitherto (I mean 


fince the landing upon Long: Iſland) they have not had in their 
power to do, on account 21 

lead or too ſmall when the tide has ſerved. I have nothin; 
further to trouble the Congreſs with at preſent, than that 1 > 4 


theirs and your moſt obedient humble ſervant. S. W. 
"Jin, - LR EP New-York, Auguſt 26, 1776. 


i bs ' I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the ' 


twentieth and twenty-fourth, and am happy to find my anſwer 
to lord Drummond has met the approbation of Congreſs. 
Whatever his views were, moſt certainly his conduct reſpecting 
his parole is highly reprehenſibltee. „ 
Since my letter of the twenty- fourth, almoſt the whole of 
the enemy's fleet have fallen down to the Narrows; and, from 


-this circumſtance, and the ſtriking of their tents at their ſeve- 


ral encampments on Staten-Iſland from time to time, previous. 


to the departure of the ſhips from thence, we are led to think 
they mean to land the main body of their, army on Long-liland, 
and to make their grand puſh there, I haye ordered over con- 
ſiderable reinforcements to our troops there, and ſhall continue 
to ſend more as circumſtances may require. There has been a 
little ſkirmiſhing and irregular firing kept up between their and 


our advanced guards, in which colonel Martin of the Jerſey 


levies has recelved a wound in his breaft, which, it is appre- 


hended, will prove mortal; a private has had his leg broke by: 
A cannon-ball, and. another has received a ſhot in the groin 


from their muſketry. This is all the damage they have yet 


done us: what they have ſuſtained, is not known. _ 


the wind which has either been a- 
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0 GENERAL! WASHINGTON. 


2 e ſhifting aud changing the regiments have 83 
e their making proper returns, an d of courſo 
wag it out of my power to trauſmit a general one of the army. 
Js nab 1 believe our ſtrength i is much the ſame as it was 
vrhen the laſt was made, with the addition of nine militia regi- 
ments come from the ſtate of Connecticut, averaging about 
three hundred and fifty men each. Theſe are nine of the four- 
teen regiments mentioned i in my letter of the nineteenth.— Our 
people ſtill continue to be very ſickly. 
, The papers deſigned for the foreign troops have been put inte 
ſeveral channels, in or der that they mi ight be conveyed to them; 
and, from the information I had yeſterday, I have reaſon to be- 
B many have fallen into their hands. 

J have incloſed a copy of lord Drummond's ſecond letter (in 
anſwer ta mine) ) which 1 received fince I tranſmitted his firſt, 
and which I have thought neceſſary to lay before Congreſs, that 
they may poſſeſs the whole of the correſpondence between us, and 

Tee how far he has exculpated himſelf from the charge alledged 
| againſt him. The log-book he mentions to have 1 nt colonel 
Moylan proves nothing in his favor. That ſhews he had been 
at Bermuda, and from thence to ſome other iſland, on his paſ- 
Lage from which to this place, the veſſel he was in was boarded 
8 by a, pilot who brought her into the Hook, where he found the 

Britith fleet, which his lordſhip ayers he did not expect were 
2 having underſtood their deftifation was * to the ſouth- 


T me honor to 5 ce. . - > WM W. 


[he following letter is * one of the FF . 
whoſe Hg nature will alſo appear ta a mw of ume, lei- 
tere in this volume, ] 


2 * New-York, e 27, 1776, 8 Pelock, P. A. 


1 THIS minute return from our lines on Long. Iſland, 
where I left his excellency the general. From him I have it 
in command to inform Congreſs, that yeſterday he went there, 
and continued till evening, whon from the enemy's having land- 
ed à conſiderable part of their forces, —and many of their 
moyements there was reaſon to apprehend they would make 
in a little Hoke a general attack. -—As they would have a wood 
to paſs through before they could approach the lines, it was 
eh expedient to place a met of men there on the dif. 

ferent 


2 
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 ferent-roads leading from where they wereftationed, in order to 
- harraſs and annoy them in their march. This being done; early 
this morning a ſmart engagement enſued between the enemy and 
our detachments, which, being unequal to the foree they had 
to contend with, have ſuſtained a pretty conſiderable lob: at 
leaſt many of our men are miſſing. Among thoſe that have 


net returned, are general Sullivan and lord Stirling. The 


enemy's laſs is not known certainly: but we 4 0 by ſuch 


of our troops as were in the engagement and have come in, 
that they had many killed and wounded. Our party brought 


off a lieutenant, ferjeant, and corporal, with twenty privates, 


While theſe detachments were engaged, a column of the 
enemy deſcerided from the woods, and marched towards the 


centre of our lines with a deſign to make an impreſſion, but 
were repulſed. This evening they appeared very numerous 


about the ſkirts of the woods, where they have pitched ſeveral 
tents: and his excellency inclines to think they mean to attack 


and force us from our lines by way of regular approaches, rather 


than in any other manner. | 4% 
To- day, five ſhips of the line came up towards the town, where 


they ſeemed defirous of getting, as they turned a long time againſt 
an unfavorable wind: and on my return this evening, I faund a 
deſerter from the twenty-third regiment, who informed me that 


they defign, as ſoon as the wind will permit them to come up, to 
give us a ſevere cannonade, and to filence our batteries, if poſ- 
fible. e e hacks 


I have the honor to be, ingreat haſte, fir, your moſt obedient, 
|  Romzar H. Haxzison, 


EE  Long-Iſtand, Aug. 29, half after 4, 4. M. 
I WAS laſt night honored with your favor of the twenty- 


ſeventh, accompanied by ſundry reſolutions. of Congreſs, Thofe 


veſpecting the officers, &c. that may be wounded in the ſervice 
of the ftates, are founded much in juſtice, and (J ſhould hope) 


may be productive of many ſalutary conſequences. As to the 


encouragement to the Heſſian officers, I-wiſh it may have the 


deſired effect. Perhaps it might have been better, had the of- 
fer been ſooner made. e Lb I 5 a 
Before this, you will probably have received a letter from 
' Mr. Harrifon, of the twenty-ſeventh, adviſing of the engage- | 
ment between a detachment of our men and the enemy on that 


day. 


1595 GENERAL WASHINGTON" 


day.--I am ſorry to inform Congreſs that I have not heard ei- 
ther of general Sullivan or lord Stirling, who (they would ob- 
ſerve) were among the miſſing after the engagement; nor can 
I aſcertain our loſs. I am hopetul, part of our men will yet get 
in: ſeveral did yeſterday morning.—That. of the enemy is. alſo 
uncertain; the accounts are various, I incline to think they 
ſuffered a good deal. Some deſerters ſay five hundred were 
killed and wounded. dT ings Re OTE 1 of 18 
There was ſome ſkirmiſhing, the greateſt part of yeſterday, 
between parties from the enemy and our people: in the even- 
ing it was pretty ſmart. The event I have not yet learned. 

The weather of late has been extremely wet. Yeſterday it 
rained ſeverely the whole afternoon, which diſtreſſed our people 
much, —not having a ſufficiency of tents to cover them, and 
what we have, not being got over yet. I am in hopes they will 
all be got to day, and that they will be more comfortably pro- 
vided, though the great ſcarcity of theſe articles diſtreſſes us 
beyond meaſure, not having any thing like a ſufficient number 
to protect our people from the inclemency of the weather ;— 
which has occaſioned much fickneſs, and the men to be almoſt 
broken down, i | 


IJ have the honor to be. &c, A ; 2 | G, W. 
sm, Ve-, Auguſt 31, 1776. 


INCLINA TION as well as duty would have induced me 
to give Congreſs the earlieſt information af my removal and 
that of the troops, from Long-Iſland and its indepencies, to this 
city, the night before laſt: but the extreme fatigue which my- 
ſelf and family have undergone, as much from the weather ſince 
as the engagement on the twenty. ſeventh, rendered me and them 
entirely unfit to take. pen in hand. Since monday, ſcarbe any 
of us have heen out of the lines till our paſſage along the Eaſt- 
river was effected yeſterday morning; and, for forty-eight hours 
preceding that, I had hardly been off my horſe, and never eloſ- 
ed my eyes; fo that I was quite unfit to write or dictate till 
this morning. | ; i 

Our retreat was made without any loſs of men or ammuniti- 
on, and in better order than I expected from troops in the ſitu- 
ation ours were. We brought off all our cannon and ſtores, ex- 
cept a few heavy pieces, which in the condition the earth was 
by a long- continued rain, we found, upon trial, impracticable. 
The wheels of the carriages ſinking up to the hobs, rendered it 

4 1 | 8 _ impoſhble 
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3epoſible r en dhole force to Sw them . We left but: lit. 


tle. proviſions on the iſland, extept Tome cattle which had been 
driven within our lines, and which after many attempts to force 
acroſs the water, we nente Er to effect, Cironmſttinees 
As we were. 

J have incloſed a copy of the council Fw waz held previous 
to the retreat, to which I beg leave to refer Congreſs for the 
reaſons, or many of them, that led to the edoption of that” mea- 
ſure. 

Veſterday evening and laft night; a party of our men were 
employed in bringing our ſtores, cannon, tents, &c. from Gd- 
vernor's-Ifland, which they nearly completed. Some of the 
heavy cannon "unallix there fill, but (I expect) will be got a- 
way to-day. 

In the engagement on the twenty-ſeventh, generals Sullivan 
and Stirling were made priſoners. © The former has been per- 
mitted, on his parole, to return for a little time. From my 
lord Stirling I had a letter by general Sullivan (a copy of 
| which I have the honor to tranſmit) that contains his fermati- 
on of the engagement with his brigade. It is not ſo full and 
certain as J could with :=—he was hurried moſt probably, as his 
letter was unfiniſhed :—-nor have I been yet able to obtain an 
exact account of our loſs :—we ſuppoſe it from ſeven hundred 
to a thouſand killed and taken. 

General Sullivan ſays lord Howe is extremely defirous of 
ſeeing ſome members of Congreſs; for which purpoſe he was 
allowed to come out, and to communicate to them what has po 
ſed between bim and his lordſhip. 1 have conſented to his 
ing to Philadelphia, as I do not mean, or conceive it right, to 
withhold, or prevent him from giving, fuch information as he 
poſſeſſes i in this inftance. 

I am much hurried and engaged in arranging and king 
new diſpoſitions of our forces; the movements of the enemy re- 
2 g them to be immediately had z—and therefore have only 

e to add, that I am, with my beſt nes to Congreſs, their 
and your. moſl obedient, &c. G. W. 


| === 
Sig, | | New-York, Pr 12, 1776. 


As my intelligence of late has been rather unfavorable, 
and} would be received with anxiety and concern, peculiarly hap- 
py ſhould:I efteem myſelf, were it in my power at this time to 
— ſuch information to 9 as would be more pleaſ- 
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ing and agreeable to their wiſhes :—but, unfortunately for me, 
—unfortunately for them, —it is not. 

Our ſituation is truly diſtreſſing. The check our detachment 
ſuſtained on the twenty-ſeventh ultimo has diſpirited too great 


aà proportion of our troops, and filled their minds with appre- 


henfion and deſpair, The militia, inſtead of calling forth their 


utmoſt efforts to a brave and manly oppoſition in order to re- 


pair our loſſes, are diſmayed, intractable, and impatient to re- 
turn. Great numbers of them have gone off, —in ſome inſtan- 
ces, almoſt by whole regiments, by talf ones and by companies 
at a time. This circumſtance, of itſelf, independent of others, 
when . fronted by a well appointed army ſuperior in number to 
our whole collected force, would be ſufficiently diſagreeable:— 
but, when their example has infected another part of the army, 
when their want of diſcipline, and refuſal of almoſt every kind 
of reſtraint and government, have produced a like conduct but 


% 


too common to the whole, and an entire r of that or- 


der and ſubordination neceſſary to the well doing of an army, 


and which had been inculcated before, as well as the nature of 
our military eſtabliſhment would admit of, —our condition is 
fill more alarming : and with the deepeſt concern I am obliged 
to confels my want of confidence in the generality of the 
troops. | | a, RE 

All theſe circumſtances fully confirm the opinion I ever en- 
tertained, and which I more than once in my letters took the 
liberty of mentioning to Congreſs, that no dependence could be 
put in a militia, or other troops than thoſe enliſted and embo- 
died for a longer period than our regulations heretofore pre- 
ſcribed. I am perſuaded, and as fully convinced as I am of a- 


ny one fact that has happened, that our liberties muſt of neceſ- 


ſity be greatly hazarded if not entirely loſt, if their defence is 


left to any but a permanent ſtanding army, — I mean, one to ex- 
iſt during the war. Nor would the expenſe, incident to the 
„ of ſuch a body of troops as would be competent to al- 
moſt every exigency, far exceed that which 1s daily incurred 


by calling in ſuccour, and new enliſtments, which, when effect- 


ed, are not attended with any good conſequences. Men who 
have been free, and ſubje& to no controul, cannot be reduced to 
order in an inſtant: and the privileges and exemptions, they claim 
and will have, influence the conduct of others; and the aid de- 


rived from them is nearly counterbalanced by the diſorder, ir- 


regularity, and confuſion they occaſion. | h 
I cannot find that the bounty of ten dollars is likely to pro- 


duce the deſired effect. When men can get double that ſum to 
i d engage 
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engage for a month or two in the militia, and that militia fre- 
quently called out, it is hardly to be expected. The addition 
of land might have a conſiderable influence on a permanent en- 

Our number of men at preſent fit for duty is under twenty: 
thouſand: :- they were ſo by the laſt returns and beſt accounts ? 
could-get after the engagement on Long-Ifland; fince which, 
numbers have deſerted. I have ordered general Mercer to fend 
the men intended for the. flying camp at this place, abaut a a 
thouſand in number, and to try with the militia, if praQicablez 
to make a diverſion on Staten-Iſland: C.. „ ee M42. 

Till of late, I had no doubt in my own mind, of defending 
this place; nor ſhould I have yet, if the men would do their 
duty: but this I deſpair of, It is painful, and extremely grit- 
ing to me, to give ſuch unfavorable accounts; but it would 
be criminal to coneeal the truth at ſo critical a juncture. Eve- 
ry power I poſſeſs ſhall be exerted to ſerve the cauſe ; and my 


ficſt wiſh is, that whatever may be the event, the Congreſs will 1 


do me the juſtice to think ſo. 4 

If we ſhould be obliged to abandon the town, ought it to 
ſtand as winter-quarters for the enemy? They would derive 
great inconveniences from it on the one hand; and much pro- 
perty would be deſtroyed on the other.-——It is an important 
queſtion, but will admit of bat little time for deliberation. 
At preſent I dare ſay the 'enemy mean to preſerve it if they 
can. If Congreſs therefore ſhould reſolve upon the deſtruction 
of it, „ ſhould be a profound ſecret, as the know- 
ledge of it will make a capital change in their plans. 

J have the honor to be, &c. | N G. W. 


Sin,  New-Yort, September 4, 1776. 
_ SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the ſecond, 
our affairs have not undergone a change for the better, nor aſ- 
ſumed a more agreeable aſpe& than what they then wore. The 
militia under various pretences, .of ſickneſs, &c. are daily di- 
miniſhing; and in a little time, I am perſaaded, their number 
will be very inconſiderable. 9 . | 
On monday night a forty-gun ſhip paſſed up the ſound be- 
tween Governor's and Long-Iſland, and anchored in Turtle-bay. 
In her paſſage She received a diſcharge of cannon from our bat- 
teries, but without any damage; and having a favorable wind 
and tide, ſoon got out of their reach. Y<ſterday morning I 
| | | © diſpatched 
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diſpatched major Crane of the artillery, with two twelve poun- 
ders and a howitzer, to annoy her; who, hulling her ſeve- 
ral times, forced her from that ſtation, and to take ſhelter be- 
kind an ifland, where ſhe ſtill continues, There are ſeveral 
ether ſhips of war in the Sound, with a good many tranſports 
or ſtore-thips which came round Long-Iſland, ſo that the com- 
munication is entirely cut off. The admiral with the main bo- 
dy of the fleet, is clofe in with Governor's-Iſland. 8 
Judging it expedient to guard againſt every contingency as 
far ar our peculiar ſituation will admit, and that we may have 
reſources left if obliged to abandon this place, I have ſent away 
and am removing above Kingſbridge all our ſtores that are un- 
neceflary, and that will not be immediately wanted. 

I have encloſed ſeveral original letters from ſome of our officers 
priſoners at Quebec, which fell into general Gates's hands, and 
were tranſmitted by him to general Schuyler who ſent them to 
me. General Gates adds, that the perſons who brought them 
faid general Burgoyne had ſent meſſages to the inhabitants upon 
"the lakes, inviting their continuance on their farms and aſſuring 
them that they ſhould remain in fecurity, . 
The poſt-maſter having removed his office from the city to 
Dobbs's- ferry, as it is ſaid, makes it extremely inconvenient, 
and will be the means of my not giving ſuch conſtant and re. 
gular intelligence as I could wiſh. Cannot ſome mode be de- 
viſed, by which we may have a pretty conſtant and certain in- 
tercourfe and communication kept up ? It is an intereſting matter, 
and of great importance; and, as ſuch, I am perſuaded, will 
meet with due attention from Congreſs, 

I have tranſmitted the copy of general Gates's letter as ſent 
mechy general Schuyler, from which Congreſs will diſcover all 
the information I have reſpecting general Burgoyne's meſſage, 
and my lateſt intelligence from 'I'yconderoga, with the returns 
of the army there.—Thoſe of the army here is impoſſible to 
obtain, till the hurry and buſtle we are now in are alittle over. 

I have the honor to be, &c. | . 

P. S. Congreſs will pereeive, by general Gates's letter, his 
want of muſket-cartridge-paper. It is impoſſible to ſupply him 
from hence. They will therefore be pleaſed to order what he 
wants (if it can be procured) to be immediately ſent him from 
Philadelphia. | | 
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: New-Tork, September 6, 1776. 


I WAS laſt night honored with your favor of the third, 
with ſundry reſolutions of Congreſs: and perceiving it to be 


Six, 


their opinion and determination that no damage ſhall be done 


the city in caſe we are obliged to abandon it, I ſhall take every 
meaſure in my power to prevent it. 
Since my letter on the fourth, nothing very material has oc> 


_ curred, unleſs it is that the fleet ſeem to be drawing more to- 


gether and all getting cloſe in with Governor's-Iſland. Their 
deſigns we cannot learn; nor have we been able to procure the 
leaft information of late, of any of their-plans or intended ope- 
rations. 

As the enemy's movements are very different from what we 
expeted,—and from their large encampments a conſiderable 
diſtance up the Sound, there is reaſon to believe they intend to 
make a landing above or below Kingſbridge, and thereby to 
hem in our army, and cut off the communication with the coun- 
try,—I mean to call a council of general officers to-day or to- 
morrow, and endeayor to digeſt and fix upon ſome regular and 
certain ſyſtem of conduct to be purſued in order to baffle their 
efforts and counteract their ſchemes ; and alſo to determine of 
the expediency of evacuating or attempting 'to maintain the 
city and the ſeveral poſts on this iſland. The reſult of their 
opinion and deliberations I ſhall adviſe Congreſs of by the ear- 
lieſt opportunity, which will be by expreſs, having it not in my 
power to communicate any intelligence by poſt, as the office 1s 


removed to ſo great a diſtance, and entirely out of the way. 


I have ineloſed a liſt of the officers who are priſoners, and 
from whom letters have been received by a flag. We know 
there are others not included in the lift. = 

General Sullivan having informed me that general Howe was 
willing that an exchange of him for general Preſcot ſhould take 
place, it will be proper to ſend general Preſcot immediately, 
that it may be effected. | 

As the militia regiments in all probability will be impatient 
to return, and become preſſing for their pay, I ſhall be glad of 
the direction of Congreſs, whether they are to receive it here 
or from the conventions or aſſemblies of the reſpective ſtates to 
which they belong. On the one hand, the ſettlement of their 
abſtracts will be attended with trouble and difficulty: on the 
other, they will go away much better ſatisfied, and be more 
ready to give their aid in future, if they are paid before their 
departure, 

Befare 
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| Before I conclude, I muſt take the liberty of mentioning to 
Congreſs the great diſtreſs we are in for want of money. Two 
months? pay (and more to ſome battalions) is now due to the 
troops here, without any thing in the military cheſt to ſatisfy 
it. This occaſions much diſſatisſaction, and almoſt a general 
uneaſineſs. Not a day paſſes without complaints and the molt 
importunate and urgent demands on this head.—As it may in- 
jure the ſervice greatly, and the want of a regular ſupply of 
caſh produce conſequences of the moſt fatal tendency, I en- 
treat the attention of Congreſs to this ſubje&, and that we may 
be provided as ſoon as can be, with a ſum equal to every preſent 
claim. EO : | 
I have wrote to general Howe, propoſing an exchange of ge- 

neral M Donald for lord Stirling, and ſhall be extremely happy 
to obtain it, as well as that of general Sullivan for general Preſ- 
cot, being greatly in want of them, and under the neceſſity of 
appointing, pro tempore, ſome of the colonels to command bri- 
ades. | 2 | 
2 I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
P. 8. As two regiments from North-Carolina and three re- 

iments more from Virginia are ordered here, —if they could 
embark at Norfolk, &c. and come up the bay with ſecurity, it 
would expedite their arrival, and prevent the men from a long 
fatiguing march. This however ſhould not to be attempted if 
the enemy have veſlels in the bay, which might probably inter- 
cept them, 3 


Sm, 5 New-Tork, September 6, 3726s 


THIS will be delivered you by captain Martindale and 
lieutenant Turner, who were taken laſt fall in the armed brig 
Waſhington, and who, with Mr. Childs the ſecond lieutenant, 
have lately effected their eſcape from Halifax. Captain mar- 
tindale and theſe two officers have applied to me for pay from 
the firſt of January till this time: but, not conceiving myſelf 
authoriſed to grant it, however reaſonable it may be, as they - 
were only engaged till the laſt of December,--at their inſtance 
I have mentioned the matter to Congreſs, and ſubmit their caſe 
to their conſideration. | 


J have the honor to be, &c, | G. W. 


News 
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Sm, NV. -York, Head. Quartere, Sept. 8, 1776. 


SINCE I had the honor of addrefling you on the fixtn 


inſtant, I have called a council of the general officers, in order 
to take a full and comprehenſive view of our ſituation, and 
thereupon form ſuch a plan of future defence as may be imme- 
diately purſued, and ſubject to no other alteration than a change 
of operations on the enemy's ſide may occaſion. 

Before the landing of the enemy on Long-Iſland, the point 
of attack could not be known, or any ſatis factory judgment 
formed of their intentions. It might be on Long-lfland, on 
Bergen, or directly on the city. This made it neceſſary to be 
prepared for each, and has occaſioned an expenſe of labor which 
now ſeems uſeleſs, and is regretted by thoſe who form a judg- 
ment from after knowledge. Bat I truſt, men of diſcernment 
will think differently, and ſee that by ſuch works and pre para- 
tions we have not only delayed the operations of the campaign 
till it is too late to effect any capital incurſion into the coun- 


try, but have drawn the enemy's forces to one point and oblig- 


ed them to [di/c/o/e] their plan, ſo as to enable us to form our 
defence on ſome certainty. 


It isnow extremely obvious from all intelligence, from cheir | 


movements, and every other circumitance,—that having landed 
their whole, army on Long- Iſland (except about four thouſand 
on Staten-Iſland), they mean to incloſe us on the iſland of New- 
York by taking poſt in our rear while the ſhipping effectually 
ſecure the front; and thus, either by cutting off our communica- 
tion with the country, oblige us to fight them on their own 


terms, or ſurregder at diſcretion, —or by a brilliant ſtroke en- 


deavor to cut this army in pieces, and ſecure the collection of 
arms and ſtores, which they well know we ſhall not be able ſoon 
to replace. | 
Having therefore their ſyſtem unfolded to us, it became an im- 
portant conſideration how it could be moſt ſucceſsfully oppoſed. 
On every ſide there is a choice of difficulties; and every mea- 
ſure on our part. (however painful the reflexion is from experi- 
ence) to be formed with ſome apprehenſion that all our troops 
will not do their duty. In deliberating on this great queſtion, 
it was impoſſible to forget, that hiſtory, our own experience, 
the advice of our ableſt friends in Europe, the fears of the ene- 
my, and even the declarations of Congreſs, demonſtrate, that on 
our ſide the war ſhould be defenſive--(it has ever been called 
2 war of poſts) ;—that we ſhould on all occaſions avoid a gene- 
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ra] aQion, nor put any thing to the riſk, unleſs compelled by 2 
tr into which we oug t never to be drawn. 

The arguments on which ſuch a ſyſtem was founded were 
deemed unanſwerable; and experience has given her ſanction. 
With theſe views and being fully perſuaded that it would be 
preſumption to draw out her young troops into open ground a- 
sainſt their ſuperiors both in number and diſcipline, I have ne- 
ver {pared the ſpade and pickaxe. I confeſs I have not found 
that readineſs to defend even ftrong poſts at all hazards, which 
is neceſſary to derive the greateſt benefit from them. The ho- 
nor of making a brave defence does not ſeem to be a ſufficient 
ftimulus when ſucceſs is very doubtful, and the falling into the 
enemy's hands probable : but I doubt not, this will be gradual - 
ly attained. —We are now in a ſtrong poſt, but not an impreg- 
nable one, nay, acknowledged by every man of judgment to be 
untenable, unleſs the enemy will make the attack upon lines when 
they can avoid it, and Weir movements indicate that they mean 
to do ſo. | 
To draw the ot army together in order to arrange the 
defence proportionate to the extent of lines and works, would 
leave the country open for an approach, and put the fate of this 
army and its ſtores on the hazard of making a ſucceſsful defence 
in the city, or the iſſue of an engagement out of it. On the o- 
ther hand, to abandon a city which has been by ſome deemed 
dcfenfible, and on whoſe works much laber has been beſtowed, 
has a tendency to diſpirit the troops and enfeeble our cauſe, 
It has allo been conſidered as the key to the northern country. 
But as to that, I am fully of opinion that the eſtabliſhing of 
ftrong poſts at Mount-Waſhington on the upper part of this iſ- 
land, and on the Jerſey ſide oppoſite to it, with the aſſiſtance of 
the obſtructions already made (and which may be improved) 
in the water, not only the navigation of Hudſon's- river, but an 
eafier and better communication may be effectually ſecured be- 
tween the northern and ſouthern ſtates. This, I believe, every 
one acquainted with the ſituation of the country will readily 
agree to: and it will appear evident to thoſe who have an op- 
portunity of recurring to good maps. 

Theſe and many other conſequences, which will be involved 
in the determination of our next meaſure, have given our minds 
full employ, and led every one to form a judgment as various 
objects preſented themſelves to his view. 

The poſt at Kingſbridge is naturally ſtrong, and is pretty well 
fortified : the heights about it are commanding, and might foon 
be made more ſo.” Theſe are important objects, and I have at- 


tended 
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tended to them accordingly. I haye alſo removed from the 
city all the ſtores and ammunition except what was abſolutely, 
neceſſary for its defence, and made every other diſpoſition that 
did not eſſentially interfere with the obje&,—carefully keeping 
in view, until it ſhould be abſolutely determined on full confi- 
deration, how far the city was to be defended at all events. 

In reſolving points of ſuch importance, many circumſtances 
peculiar to our own army alſo occur. Being only provided 
for a ſummer's campaign, their clothes, ſhoes, and blankets, 
will ſoon be unfit for the change of weather which we every 
day feel. At preſent we have not tents for more than two- 
thirds, many of them old and worn out ; but if we had a plen- 
tiful ſupply, the ſeaſon will not admit of continuing in them 
long.—The caſe of our ſick is alſo worthy of much conſidera- 
tion. Their number, by the returns, forms at leaſt one-fourth 
of the army. Policy and humanity require they ſhould be 
made as comfortable as poſſible. 0 ü 

With theſe, and many other circumſtances before them, the 
whole council of general officers met yeſterday in order to a- 
dopt ſome general line of conduct to be purſued at this import- 
ant criſis. I intended to have procured their ſeparate opinions 
on each point ; but time would not admit. I was therefore 
obliged to collect their ſenſe more generally than 1 could have 
 withed.——All agreed the town would not be tenable if the ene- 
my reſolved to bombard and cannonade it : but the difficulty 
attending a removal operated fo ſtrongly, that a courſe was ta- 
ken between abandoning it totally and concentring our whole: 
ſtrength for its defence: nor were ſome a little influenced in. 
their opinion, to whom the determination of Congreſs was 
known, againſt an evacuation totally, as they were led to ſuſ- 
pe& Congreſs wiſhed it to be maintained at every hazard. 

It was concluded to arrange the army under three diviſions; 
 —five thouſand to remain 107 the defence of the city nine 
thouſand to Kingſbridge and its dependencies, as well to poſſeſs 
and ſecure thoſe poſts, as to be ready to attack the enemy who 
are moving eaſtward on Long-lfland, if they ſhould attempt to 
land on this ſide ;—the remainder to occupy the intermediate 
ſpace, and ſupport either ;—that the fick ſhould be immediately 
removed to Orange-town, and barracks prepared at Kingſbridge 
with all expedition to cover the troops. | 

There were ſome general officers, in whoſe judgment and opi- 
nion much confidence is to be repoſed, that were for a total and 
immediate removal from the city ;—urging the great danger of 
one part of the army being cut off before che other can ſupport 
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it, the extremities being at leaſt ſixteen miles apart; that our 
army, when collected, is inferior to the enemy that they can 
move with their whole force to any point of attack, and con- 
ſequently muſt ſucceed by weight of numbers, if they have on- 
ly a part to oppoſe them ;—that, by removing from hence, we 
deprive the enemy of the advantage of their ſhips, which will 
make at leaſt one half of the force to attack the town; —that 
we ſhould keep the enemy at bay, put nothing to the hazard, 
but at all events keep the army together, which may be re- 
cruited another year zthat the unſpent ſtores will alſo be pre- 
ſerved ; and, in this caſe, the heavy artillery can alſo be ſecur- 
ed. But they were over-ruled by a majority, who thought for 
the preſent a part of our force might be kept here, and attempt 
to maintain the city a while longer. 

I am ſenſible a retreating army is encircled with difficulties; 
that the declining an engagement ſubjects a general to reproach z 
and that the common cauſe may be affected by the diſcourage- 
ment it may throw over the minds of many. Nor am I inſen- 
fible of the contrary effects, if a brilliant ſtroke could be made 
with any probability of ſucceſs, eſpecially after our loſs upon 
Long-Iiſland. But, when the fate of America may be at ſtake 
on the iſſue When the wiſdom of cooler moments and experi- 
enced men have decided that we ſhould protract the war, if 
polfible,—T cannot think it ſafe or wiſe to adopt a different ſyſ- 
tem when the ſeaſon for action draws ſo near a cloſe, . 

That the enemy mean to winter in New-York, there can be 
no doubt: — that, with ſuch an armament they can drive us out, 
is equally clear.— The Congreſs having reſolved that it ſhould 
not be deſtroyed, nothing ſeems to remain, but to determine 
the time of their taking poſſeſſion. It is our intereſt and with 
to prolong it as much as poſſible, provided the delay does not 
affect our future meaſures. f 

The militia of Connecticut is reduced, from ſix thoufand, to 
leſs than two thouſand, and in a few days will be merely nomi- 
nal. The arrival of ſome Maryland troops, &c. from the fly- 
ing camp, has in a great degree ſupplied the loſs of men: but 
the ammunition they have carried away will be a loſs ſenſibly 
felt. The impulſe for going home was fo irreſiſtible, it an- 
ſwered no purpoſe to oppoſe it. Though I would not diſcharge, 
I have been obliged to acquieſce; and it affords me more me- 
Jancholy proof, how delufive ſuch dependencies are. 

Incloſed I have the honor to tranſmit a general return, the 
firſt J have been able to procure for ſome time; alſo a report 
of Captain Newell from -our works. at Horn's-hook or Hell- 
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gate. Their ſituation is extremely low, and the gourd ſo very 
narrow, that the enemy have them much within their com- 


mand.—T have the honor'to be, &c. | . 
P. S. The inclaſed information this minute came to hand. 


T am in hopes we ſhall henceforth get 3 intelligence of 
the enemy's movements. 


| Sig, Ko New-York, September 11, 1776. 


I WAS yeſterday honored with your favor of the eighth 
inſtant, accompanied by ſeveral reſolutions of Congreſs, to 
which I ſhall pay the ſtricteſt attention, and, in the inſtances 
required, make them the future rule of my conduct. 

The mode of negociation purſued by lord Howe I did not 
2pprove of: but as general Sullivan was ſent out upon the bu- 
ſineſs, and with a meſſage to Congreſs, I could not conceive 
myſelf at liberty to interfere in the matter, as he was in the 
charaQer of a priſoner, and totally ſubje& to their power and 
direction. 

The liſt of priſoners, before omitted through hurry, is now 
incloſed ; though it will probably have reached Congreſs before 
this.—I {hall write by the firſt opportunity for major Hawſakſe 
to repair to Philadelphia—(he is in the northern army) ;— 
and will alſo mention the ſeveral appointments in conſequence 
of colonel St. Clair's promotion. 

As ſoon as generals Preſcot and M Donald arrive, I ſhall take 
meaſures to adviſe general Howe of it, that the propoſed ex- 
change for general Sullivan and lord Stirling may be carried 
into execution, 

Since my letter of the eighth, nothing material has occurred, 
except that the enemy have — Tan rnd of Monte- 
zore's-Iſland, and landed a conſiderable number of troops upon 
it. This ifand lies in the mouth of Haerlameriver, which runs 
out of the Sound into the North-river, and will give the ene- 
my an eaſy opportunity of landing either on the low grounds 
of Morrifania, if their views are to ſeize and poſſeſs the paſſes 
above Kingſbridge, or on the plains of Haerlem, if they deſign 
to intercept and cut of the communication between our ſeveral 
pots. I am making every diſpoſition and arrangement that the 
divided ſtate of our troops will admit of, and which appear 
molt likely and the beſt calculated to oppoſe their attacks; for 
I preſume there will be ſeveral.—How the event will be, God 
only knows ; but you may be aſſured that nothing in my power, 

7 circumſtanced 
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circumſtanced as I am, ſhall be wanting, t to effect a \ favorable 
and happy iſſue. 
By my letter of the eighth you would perceive that . 
of the council were for holding the town, conceiving it practi- 
cable for ſome time. Many of them now, upon ſeeing our di- 
vided ſtate, have altered their opinion, and allow the expedi- 
diency and neceſſity of concentring our whole force, or draw- 
Ing it more together. Convinced of the propriety of this mea- 
ſure, J am ordering our ſtores away, except ſuch as may be 
abſolutely ' neceſſary to keep as long as our troops remain; 
that, if an evacuation of the city becomes inevitable (which 
certainly muſt be the coals}, there may be as little to remove as 
poſſible, 
The incloſed packet contains ſeveral letters for particular 
members of Congreſs and for ſome gentlemen in Philadelphia. 
They came to hand yeſterday, and were brought from France 
by a captain Levez lately arrived at. Bedford in the Maſſachu- 
ſetts ſtate. I muſt requeſt the favor of you to open the pack- 
et, and to have the letters put in a proper channel of convey. 
ance to the gentlemen they are addreſſed to. 
I have the honor to be, &c, G. W. 


os, - Head. Quarter, New-York, Sept. 12, 1776. 


HIS excellency being called from head-quarters to-day 
on buſineſs of importance which prevents his writing, I there- 


fore do myſelf the honor to inform Congreſs of what has hap- 


pened fince his letter of yeſterday. 

Laft evening the enemy tranſported a number of men from 
Buchanan's to Montezore's iſland, and, by their ſeveral move- 
ments, more ſtrongly indicate their intention to land ſomewhere 
about Haerlem or Morriſania,—moſt likely, at both at the 
ſame time. This morning one of the ſhips that have been for 
ſome time in the Sound moved down towards Hell-gate ; but, 
the tide leaving her, ſhe could not get near enough to bring 
her guns to bear upon our fortification. If ſhe means to attack 
It, it is probable ſhe will warp in the next tide. Their batte- 
Ties have kept up a pretty conſtant fire againſt ours at that 
place, but without any conſiderable effect. This. morning they 
opened a new one. 

I do not recollect any other material occurrence, and ſhall 
only add, gt I have the honor to be, &c. 

„ R. H. HARRLSON. 
1 | f New. 
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Six, Se, New-York, September 14, 1776. 
I HAVE been duly honored with your favor of the tenth, 


with the reſolution of Congreſs which accompanied it, and 


thank them for the confidence they repoſe in my judgment re- 
ſpecting the evacuation of the city. I could wiſh to maintain 


it, becauſe I know it to be of importance : but I am fully con- 


vinced that it cannot be done, and that an attempt for that 


purpoſe, if perſevered in, might and moſt certainly would be. 


attended with conſequences the moſt fatal and alarming in their 
nature, | 


Senſible of this, ſeveral of the general officers, ſince the de- 


termination of the council mentioned in my laſt, petitioned that 


2 ſecond council might be called to reconſider the propoſitions. 
which had been before them upon the ſubject. Accordingly I 
called one on the twelfth, when a large majority not only de- 


termined a removal of the army prudent, but abſolutely neceſ- 


lary, declaring they were entirely convinced from a full and 


minute inquiry into our fituation, that it was extremely peril, 


ous; and, from every movement of the enemy, and the intel- 


ligence received, their plan of operations was to get in our 


rear, and, by cutting off the communication with the main, ob- 
lige us to force a paſſage through them on the terms they wiſn, 


or to become priſoners in ſome thort time for want of neceſſary 
ſupplies of proviſion. | : 

We are now taking every method in our power to remove 
the ſtores, &c, in which we find almoſt inſuperable difficulties. 
They are ſo great and ſo numerous, that I fear we ſhall not ef. 
fe& the whole before we meet with ſome interruption.—I fully 
expected that an attack ſomewhere would have been made lait 
night. In that I was diſappointed ; and happy ſhall I be, if 
my apprehenſions of one to-night, or in a day or two, are not 
confirmed by the event. If it is deferred a little while longer, 


I flatter myſelf all will be got away, and our force be more 


concentred, and of courſe more likely to reſiſt them with ſuc- 
ceſs, ; | pet, 
Yeſterday afternoon, four ſhips of war, two of forty and two 
of twenty-eight guns went up the Eaſt-river, paſſing between 
Governor's and Long-Iſland, and anchored about a mile above 
the city, oppoſite Mr. Stivanſent's, where the Roſe man-of- 
war was lying before. The defign of their going not being 
certainly known, gives riſe to various conjectures, —ſome ſup- 
poſing they are to cover the landing of a party of the enemy a- 
boye the city, —others that they axe to aſſiſt in deſtroying our 
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battery at Horn's-hook, that they may have a free and un-in- 
terrupted navigation in the Sound. It is an object of great im- 
portance to them, and what they are induſtrioufly trying to ef- 
fect by a pretty conſtant cannonade and bombardment. 
Before I conclude, I would beg leave to mention to Con- 
grefs, that the pay now allowed to nurſes for their attendance 
oon the fick is by no means adequate to their ſervices; the con- 
ſequence of which is, that they are extremely difficult to pro- 
cure: indeed they are not to be got; and we are under the 
neceſſity of ſubſtituting in their place a number of men from 
the reſpective regiments, whoſe ſervice by that means is en- 
tirely loſt in the proper line of their duty, and but little bene- 
ft rendered to the fick. The officers I have talked with upon 
the ſubject all agree that they ſhould be allowed a dollar pe: 
week, and that for leſs they cannot be had. 
Our fick are extremely numerous, and we find their removal 
attended with the greateſt difficulty. It is a matter that em- 
ploys much of our time and care; and what makes it more diſ- 
treſſing is the want of proper and convenient places for their 
reception.—I fear their ſufferings will be great and many. 
However, nothing on my part, that humanity or policy can re- 
uire, ſhall be wanting to make them comfortable, ſo far as 
* ſtate of things will admit of. . 
—T have the honor to be, e. | G. W. 


Head-Juarters at col. Roger Morris Bouſe, Sept, 16, 1776. 


DIR, 


ON ſaturday, about ſunſet, fix more of the enemy's ſhips, 
one or two of which were men-ovf-war paſſed between Gover- 
nor's-iſland and Red-hook, and went up the Eaſt-riyer to the 
ſtation taken by thoſe mentioned in my laſt. In half an hour 
I received two expreſſes, one from colonel Serjeant at Horn's- 
hook [ Hell-gate] giving an account that the enemy, to the a- 
mount of three or four thouſand, had marched to the river, and 
were embarking for Barns's or Montezore's-ifland, where num- 
bers of them were then encamped ;—the other from general 
Mifflin, that uncommon and formidable movements were diſco- 
vered among the enemy; which being confirmed by the ſcouts 
I had ſent out, I proceeded to Haerlem, where it was ſuppoſed 
(or at Morriſania oppoſite to it) the principal attempt to land 
would be made. However, nothing remarkable happened that 
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night: but in dhe morning they began their operations. Three 
ſhips of war came up the North- river as high as Bloomingdale, 
which put a total ſtop to the removal, by water, of any. more 
of our proviſion, &c. and about vleven o'clock, thoſe in the 
Eaft-river began a moſt ſevere and heavy ename to ſcour 
the grounds, and cover the landing of their troops between 
Turtle-bay and the city, where breaſt works had been thrown 
up to oppoſe them. 

As ſoon as I heard the firmg, I rode with all node difarch 
towards the place of landing, when, to my great ſurpriſe and 
mortiſication, I found the troops that had been poſted in the 
lines retreating with the utmoſt precipitation, and thoſe ordered 
to ſupport them (Parlons and Fellows's brigades) flying in eve. 
ry direction, and in the greateſt confuſion, notwithſtanding the 
exertions of their generals to form them. I uſed every means 
in my power to rally and get them into ſome order: but my at- 
tempts were fruitleſs and ineffectual; and on the appearance of 
a ſmall party of the enemy, not more than ſixty or ſeventy, 


their diſorder increaſed, and they-ran away in the grentell 1 


fuſion, without firing a ſingle ſhot. 

Finding that no confidence was to be placed in theſe brigades, 
and apprehending that another party of the enemy might paſs 
over to Haerlem plains and cut off the retreat to this place, I 
ſent orders to ſecure the heights in the beſt manner with the 
troops that were ſtationed on and near them; which being done, 
the retreat was effected with but little or no loſs of men, though 
of a conſiderable part of our baggage, —occafioned by this diſ- 
graceful and daſtardly conduct. Moſt of our heavy cannon, and 
a part of our ſtores and proviſions which we were about remov- 
ing, was unavoidably left in the city, though every means (af- 
ter it had been determined in council to ee the poſt) had 
been uſed to prevent it. 

We are now encamped with the main body of the army on 
the heights of Haerlem, where I ſhould hope the enemy would 
meet with a defeat in caſe of an attack, if the generality of our 
troops would behave with tolerable bravery. But experience, 
to my extreme affliction, has convinced me that this is rather to 
be wiſhed for than expected. However, I truſt that there are 
many who will act like men, and mew themſelves worthy of 
the bleſſings of freedom. 

I have ſent out ſome reconnoitring parties to gain intelli- 
gence, if poſſible, of the diſpoſition of the enemy, and ſhall in- 
form Congreſs of every material event by the —_—_— opportu- 
nity.—I have the honor to be, &c, _ 73 G. W. 
| Head. 
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Head-Quarters at col. R. Morris“ bouſe, Sept. 18, 1776. 
Sir, | | | 


AS my letter of the ſixteenth contained intelligence of an 
important nature, and ſuch as might lead Congreſs to expect 
that the evacuation of New-York and retreat to the heights of 
Haerlem, in the manner they were made, would be ſucceeded 
by ſome other intereſting event, I beg leave to inform them 
that as yet nothing has been attempted upon a large and gene- 
ral plan of attack. | | dat 

About the time of the poſt's departure with my letter, the 
enemy appeared in ſeveral large bodies upon the plains about 
two and a half miles from hence. I rode down to our advan- 
ced poſts, to put matters in a proper ſituation if they ſhould at- 
- tempt to come on. When I arrived there I heard a firing, 
which, I was informed, was between a party of our rangers un- 
der. the command of lieutenant-colonel Knolton, and an ad- 
vanced party of the enemy. Our men came in and told me 
that the body of the enemy, who kept themſelves concealed, 
conſiſted of about three hundred as near as they could gueſs. 
I immediately ordered three companies of colonel Weedon's 
regiment from Virginia, under the command of major Leitch, 
and colonel Knolton with his rangers compoſed of volunteers 
from different New-England regiments, to try to get in their 
rear, while a diſpoſition was making as if to attack them in 
front, and thereby draw their whole attention that way. 


This took effect as I wiſhed on the part of the enemy. On 


the appearance of our party in front, they immediately ran 
down the hill, took. poſſeſſion of ſome fences and buſhes, and 
a ſmart firing began, but at too great a diſtance to do much ex- 
ecution on either fide. T]he parties under colonel Knolton and 
major Leitch unluckily began their attack too ſoon, as it was 
rather in flank than in rear.—In a little time major Leitch was 
brought off wounded, having received three balls through his 
fide; and, in a ſhart time after, colonel Knolton got a wound 
. which proved mortal. Their men, however, perſevered, and 
continued the engagement with the greateſt reſolution. 
Finding that they wanted a ſupport, I advanced part of co- 
lonel Griffith's and colonel Richardſon's Maryland regiments, 


with ſome detachments from the eaſtern regiments who were 


neareſt the place of action. Theſe troops charged the enemy 
with great intrepidity, and drove them from the wood into the 


plain, and were puſhing them from thence (having filenced 
| | | their 
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their fire in a great meaſure) when I judged it prudent; to or- 
der a retreat, fearing the enemy (as I have fince found was really | 
the caſe) were ſending a large body to ſupport their party; 
Major Leitch, I am in hopes, will recover: but colonel 
Knolton's fall is much to be regretted, as that of a brave and 
good officer. We had about forty wounded: the number of 
ſlain is not yet aſcertained: but it is very inconſidęrable. 
| By a ſerjeant who deſerted from the enemy and came in this 
morning, I find that their party was greater than I imagined. 
It conſiſted of the ſecond battalion of light infantry, a battalion 
of the Royal Highlanders, and three companies of Heſſian ri- 
flemen, under the command of hrigadier-general Leſlie. The 
deſerter reports that their loſs in wounded and miſſing was 
eighty-nine, and eight killed. In the latter, his account is too 
ſmall, as our people diſcovered and buried double that number. 
This affair, I am in hopes, will be attended with many ſalutary 
conſequences, as it ſeems to have greatly inſpired the whole of 
our troops. — The ſerjeant further adds that a conſiderable body 
of men are now encamped from the Eaſt to the North-river, 
between the ſeven and eight-mile ſtones, under the command 
of general Clinton.--General Howe, he believes, has his quar- 
ters at Mr, Apthorp's houſe, 5 „„ : 
I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
P. 8. I ſhould have wrote to Congreſs by expreſs before 
now, had I not expected the poſt every minute; which, I flat - 
ter myſelf, will be a ſufficient apology for my delaying it.— 
The late loſſes we have ſuſtained in our baggage and camp ne- 
ceflaries have added much to our diſtreſs which was very great 
before. I mult therefore take the liberty of requeſting Con- 
greſs to have forwarded as ſoon as poſſible ſuch a ſupply of 
tents, blankets, camp-kettles, and other articles, as can be col- 
lected. We cannot be overſtocked. | 


Head. Quarter: at col. R. Morrir's houſe, Sept. 19, 1776. 


Six, 


SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you yeſterday, no- 
thing material has occurred. However, it is probable in a lit- 
tle time the enemy will attempt to force us from hence, as we 
are informed they are bringing many of their heavy cannon to- 
wards the heights and the works we have thrown up. They 
have alſo eight or nine ſhips of war in the North- river, which 


(it 


expect their operations will not long be deferred. 
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(it is ſaid) are to cannonade our right flank when they open 


their batteries againſt our front. Every diſpoſition. is making 
on our part for defence: and Congreſs may be aſſured that L 


ſhall do every thingin my power to maintain the poſt ſo long as 


it mall appear practicable, and conducive to the general good. 
1 have the honor to be, &c. | | G. W. 


 Head-YQuarters, Heights of Haerlem, September 20, 1776. 


Sim, AT 5 
I HAVE been honored with your favor of the fixteenth 
with its incloſures.—To prevent the injury and abuſes which 
would ariſe from the militia and other troops carrying .away 
ammunication and continental property, I have publiſhed the 


fubſtance of the reſolves upon the ſubject in general orders. 


Since my letter of yeſterday, nothing of importance has caſt 
up. — The enemy are forming a large and extenſive encamp- 
ment in the. plains. mentioned in my laſt, and are bufily em- 
ployed in tranſporting- their cannon and ſtores from Long-Iſ- 
land. As they advance them this way, we may reaſonably 
Incloſed are fundry letters, &c. to which Congreſs will be 
pleaſed to pay ſuch regard as they may think them deſerving 
of,-- The letter from monſieu came open under cover 
of one to me. Thoſe from colonel Hand and colonel Ward 


contain a liſt of vacancies in their regiments, and of the perſons 


they eſteem proper to fill them. The former, I believe, re- 
turned no liſt before: the latter ſays he never got any com- 
miſſions.— Generals Howe and Erſkine's proclamations ſhew the 
meaſures that have been purſued, to force and ſeduce the in- 
habitants. of Long-Iſland from their allegiance to the ſtates, 
and to aſſiſt in their deſtruction. | 

As the period will ſoon arrive, when the troops compoſing 


the preſent army (a few excepted) will he diſbanded according 


to the tenor of their enliſtments, and the moſt fatal conſequen- 
ces may enſue if a ſuitable and timely provifion is not made in 
this inſtance, I take the liberty of ſuggeſting to Congreſs not 
only the expediency but the abſolute neceſſity there is that their 
earlieft attention ſhould be had to this ſubject. In reſpect to 
the time that troops ſhould be engaged for, I have frequently 


given my ſentiments; nor have I omitted to expreſs my opini- 


on of the difficulties that will attend raiſing them, nor of the 
| impracti- 
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impraQicability of effecting it without the allowance of a large 
and extraordinary bounty. n) 
It is a melancholy and painful conſideration to thoſe who are 
concerned in the work and have the command, to be forming ar- 
mies conſtantly, and to be left by troops juſt when they begin 
to deſerve the name, or perhaps at a moment when an impor- 
tant blow is expected. This, I am informed, will be the caſe 
at Tyconderoga with part of the troops there, unleſs ſome 
ſyſtem is immediately come into, by which they can be induced 
to ſtay. General Schuyler tells me in a letter received yeſter- 
day, that De Haas's, Maxwell's, and Wind's regiments ſtand 
engaged only till the beginning of next month, and that the 
men, he is fearful, will not remain longer than the time of their 
enliſtment, 1 „„ PERS 
I would alfo beg leave to mention to Congreſs, that the ſea- 
ſon is faſt approaching when clothes of every kind will be want- 
ed for the army. Their diftreſs is already great, and will be 
increaſed as the weather becomes more ſevere. Our fituation 
is now bad, but it is much better than that of the militia that 
are coming to join us from the ſtates of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay 
and Connecticut, in conſequence of the requiſition of Congreſs, 
They, I am informed, have not a ſingle tent, or a neceſſary of 
any kind; nor ean I conceive how it will be poilible to ſupport 
them. Theſe circumſtances are extremely alarming, and ob- 
lige me to wiſh Congreſs to have all the tents, clothing of eve- 
ry kind, and camp neceſſaries, provided and forwarded, that 
are to be procured, Theſe eaſtern reinforcements have not a 
ſingle neceſſary, not a pan or a kettle,—in which we are now 
greatly deficient.—It is with reluctance that I trouble Con- 
greſs with theſe matters: but to whom can I xeſort for relief 
unleſs to them? The neceſſity therefore, which urges the ap- 
plication, will excuſe it, I am perſuaded. | 


ba 


I have. hot been able to tranſmit Congreſs a general return 
of the army this week, owing to the peculiar ſituation of aur 
affairs, and the great ſhifting and changing zmong the troops. 
As ſoon as I can procure one, a copy ſhall be forwarded to 
Congreſs. * | = 

I have the honor to be, &c. TO DW Ws 

P. S.—September 21, 1776.— Things with us remain in the 
tuation they were yeſterday. 
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Sta, Head Buarters, Haerlem Herbie, Sepr 22, 1776. 

I HAVE, nothing in particular to communicate to Con- 
greſo reſpecting the ſituation- of our affairs: it is ed the ſame 
as when I had the honor of addreſſing you laſt, 

On friday night, about eleven or twelve o lock, a fire broke 
out in the city of New-York, near the new or Zaint Paul's 
church, as it is ſaid, which continued to burn pretty rapidly till 
after ſunriſe the next morning. I have not been informed how 


the accident happened, nor received any certain account of the 


damage. Report ſays many of the houſes between Broadway 


* the river were conſumed. 


- T have the honor to be, &c. der 


f Si, 3 1 e Heights, Sept. 24, 6. 


IHE poſt being about to depart, I have only time to add 
that no event of importance has taken place on this fide Hud- 
ſon's- river ſince my laſt of the twenty- ſecond inſtant. 

The Incloſed letter, received laſt night from general Greene 
who now commands in the Jerſeys, will give Congreſs all the 


information I have reſpecting the evacuation of Paulus-Hook 


14 


and the landing of the enemy to poſſeſs it. 

I this minute obtained a copy of the general return of our 
force, the firſt I have been able to procute for ſome time paſt, 
which I do myſelf the honor of tranſmitting for the ſatisfaQtion 
of Congreſs. 1 

J am, fir, with the greateſt reſpe &, &c. . W. 

8. The thirteen militia regiments from Connecticut be- 
ing reduced to a little more than ſeven hundred men rank and 
file fit for duty, I have thought proper to diſcharge the whole, 
to ſave the ſtates the immenſe charge that would ariſe for off 
cers? pay. There are many militia, too, that have juſt come in, 
and on their way from that ſtate, none of whom are provid- 
ed with a tent, or a ſingle . utenſil. This diſtreſſes me Lag 
yond. meaſure. | | 


Colonel 


FF 
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Colonel Morris's on the Heights of Haerlem, Sept. 24, 1776. 
| OIR, ; 5 8. | ; | 
FROM the hours allotted to ſleep I will borrow a fe 
moments to convey my thoughts on ſundry important matters to 
Congreſs. I ſhall offer them with the ſincerity which ought to 
characteriſe a man of candor, and with the freedom which may 
be uſed in giving uſeful information without incurring the im- 
putation of preſumption. e K e 
We are now, as it were, upon the eve of another diſſolution 
of our army. The remembrance of the difficulties which hap- 


pened upon the occaſion laſt year, —the conſequences which . 


might have followed the change if proper advantages had been 
taken by the enemy,—added to a knowledge of the preſent 
temper and ſituation of the troops, reflect but a very gloomy 
proſpe& upon the appearances of things now, aud ſatisfy me be- 
yond the poſſibility of doubt, that, unleſs ſome ſpeedy and ef- 
feQtual meaſures are adopted by Congreſs, our cauſe will be 
lot. | | ; 

It is in vain to exped that any or more than a trifling part 
of this army will again engage in the ſervice on the encoutage-. 
ment offered by congreſs. When men find that their townimen 
and companions are receiving twenty, thirty, and more dollars, 
for a few months? ſervice (which is truly the caſe), fit cannot 
be expected, without uſing compulſion ; and to force them into 
the ſervice would anſwer no valuable purpoſe. When men are 
irritated, and the paſſions inflamed, they fly haſtily and cheer- 
fully to arms: but after the firſt emotions are over * * , a 


ſoldier, reaſoned with upon the goodneſs of the cauſe he is en- 


gaged in and the ineſtimable rights he is contending for, hears 
you with patience, and acknowledges the truth of your obſerva- 
tions, but adds that it is of no more importance to him than others. 
The officer makes you the ſame reply, with this further re- 
mark, that his pay will not ſupport him, and he cannot ruin 
himſelf and family to ſerve his country, when every member of 
the community is equally intereſted, and benefited by his la- 
FÄ | LAT 16.4 . 

It becomes evidently clear then, that, as this conteſt is not 
likely to be the work of a day, —as the war muſt be carried on 


ſyſtematically,—and to do it you mult have good officers, 


there are, in my judgment, no other poſſible means to obtain 
them but by eftabliſhing your army upon a permanent footing, and 
giving your officers good pay. This will induce gentlemen and 

: 8 | g men 
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141 * 


men of character to engage: and, till the bulk of your officers 


ate Ccompoſed of ſich ' perſons as are actuated by principles of 
Honor and a ſpirit of enterprife, you have little to expect from 
them. They ought to have ſuch 'allowances as will enable 
them to live like and ſupport the character of gentlemen, 
* * * Beſides ſomething is due to a man who puts his life in 
[your] hands, hazards his health, and forſakes the ſweets of do- 


meſtic enjoyment,—Why a captain in the continental ſervice 


ſhould receive no more than five ſhillings currency per day for 
performing the ſame duties that an officer of the fame rank in 
the Britiſh ſerviee receives ten ſhillings ſterling for, I never 


could conceive, eſpecially when the latter is provided with eve. | 


ry neceſſary he requires upon the beſt terms, and the former 
can ſcarce 'procure them at any rate. There is nothing that 
gives a man conſequence and renders him fit for command, like 


a ſupport that renders him independent of every body but the 


ſtate be ſerves. 


With reſpect to the men, nothing but a good bounty can ob- 
tain them upon a permanent eftabhſhment : and for no ſhorter 
time than the continuance of the war, ought they to be engag-. 


ed; as facts inconteſtably prove that the difficulty and coſt of 


enliſtments increaſe with time. When the army was firſt caiſed 
at Cambridge, I am perſuaded the men might have been got, 
without a bounty for the war. After this, they began to ſee. 
that the conteſt was not likely to end ſo ſpeedily as was imagin- 


ed, and to feel their conſequence by remarking, that, to get in 


the-militia in the courſe of the laſt year, many towns were indu-' 


* 


ced to give them a bounty. 


Foreſeeing the evils reſulting from this, and the eee i 
conſequences which unavoidably would follow ſhort enliſtments, 


I took the liberty in a long letter (date not now recollected, as 


my letter-book is not here) to recommend the enliſiments for 


and during the war, aſſigning ſuch reaſons for it as experience 
has fince convined me were well founded. At that time, twen- 


ty dollars would, I am perſuaded, have engaged the men for 
this term. But it would not do to look back: and, if the pre- 
ſent opportunity is {hpped, I am perſyaded that tweive months 
more will increaſe our difficulties four-fold. I ſhall therefore 


take the freedom of giving it as my opinion, that a gqod boun- 


ty be immediately offered, aided by the proffer of ai leaſt a 


hundred or a hundred and fifty acres of land, and a ſuit of clothes 


and blanket to each non-commiſſioned officer and ſoldier; as I 
have good authority for ſaying, that, however high the men's pay 


may appear, it is barely ſufficient, in the preſent ſcarcity and 
dearneſs 


ccc 
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dearneſs of all kinds of goods, to keep them in clothes, much 
leſs afford ſupport to-: their families. 
I this encouragement then is given to the men, and ſuch pay 
allowed the officers as will induce gentlemen of character and 
liberal ſentiments to engage, and proper care and precaution 
uſed in the nomination (having more regard to the characters 
of perſons than the number of men they can enliſt), we ſhould ; 
in a little time haye an army able to cope with any that can be 
oppoſed to it, as there are excellent materials to form one out 
of. But while the only merit an officer poſſeſſes is his ability 
to raiſe men, — while thoſe men conſider and treat him as an e- 
qual, (and in the character of an officer) regard him no more than 
a broom-ſtick, being mixed together as on common herd, no or- 
der nor diſcipline can prevail; nor. will the officer ever meet with 
that reſpect which is eſſentially neceſſary to due ſubordination.” 
To place any dependence upon militia is aſſuredly reſting up- 
on a broken ſtaff, men juſt dragged from the tender ſcenes of 
domeſtic life, —unaccuſtomed to the din of arms totally un- 
acquainted with every kind of military {kills which: being fol- 
lowed by a want of confidence in themſelves, when oppoſed to 
troops regularly trained, diſciplined, and appointed, ſuperior in 
knowledge and ſuperior in arms, makes them timid apd ready 
to fly from their own ſhadows. Beſides, the ſudden change in 
their manner of living (particularly in the lodging) brings on 
ſickneſs in many, impatience in all, and ſuch an unconqusrable 
defire of returning to their reſpective homes, that it not only 
produces ſhameful and ſcandalous deſertions among themſelves, 
but infuſes the like ſpirit into others. | | 
Again, men accuſtomed to unbounded freedom and no con- 
trol, cannot brook the reſtraint which is indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to the good order and government of an army; without which, 
licentiouſneſs and every kind of diforder triumphantly reign.— 
To bring men to a proper degree of ſubordination is not the 
work of a day, a month, or even a year: and, unhappily for us 
and the cauſe we are engaged in, the little, diſcipline I have 
been laboring to eſtabliſh in the army under my immediate com- 
mand is in a manner done away by having ſuch a mixture of 
troops as have been called together within theſe few months. 
Relaxed and unfit as our rules and regulations of war are for 
the government of an army, the militia (thoſe properly ſo cal. 
led; for of theſe we have two ſorts, the ſix-months-men and 
thoſe ſent in as a temporary aid) do not think themſelves ſubF- 
ject to them, and therefore take liberties which the ſoldier is 
puniſhed for. "This creates jealouſy : jealouſy begets diſſatis- 
N | faction; 
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faction; and theſe by degrees ripen into mutiny, keeping the 
whole army in a confuſed and diſordered ftate,—rendering the 
time of thoſe who wiſh to ſee regularity and good order prevail. 
more unhappy than words can deſcribe. Beſides this, ſuch re- 
peated changes take place, that. all arrangement is ſet at nought, 
and the conſtant fluctuation of things deranges every plan as faſt 
as adopted. | | — | 

Theſe, fir, Congreſs may be aſſured, are but a ſmall part of 
the inconvemences which might be enumerated, and attributed 
to militia: but there is one that merits particular attention, and 
that is the expenſe. Certain I am, that it would be cheaper to 
keep fifty or a hundred thouſand in conſtant pay, than to de- 
pend upon half the number and ſupply the other half occaſion- 
ally by militia. The time the latter are in pay before and after 
they are in camp, aſſembling and marching.— The waſte of am- 
munition, the conſumption of ſtores, which in ſpite of every re- 
ſolution or requiſition of Congreſs, they muſt be furniſhed with, 
or ſent home, — added to other incidental expenſes conſequent 
upon their coming and conduct in camp, —ſurpaſſes all idea, and 
deſtroys every kind of regularity and economy which yeu 
could eftabliſh among fixed and ſettled troops, and will, in 
my opinion prove (if the ſcheme is adhered to) the ruin of our 
8 72 | | © 

The jealouſies of a ſtanding army, and the evils to be appre- 
hended from one, are remote, and, in my judgment, ſituated 
and circumſtanced as we are, not at all to be dreaded : but the 
conſequence of wanting one, according to my ideas formed from 
the preſent view of things, is certain and inevitable ruin, For, 
if 1 was called upon to declare upon oath, whether the militia 
have been moſt ſerviceable or hurtful upon the whole, I ſhould 
ſubſcribe to the latter. I do not mean by this, however, to 
arraign the conduct of Congreſs: in ſo doing I ſhall equally 
condemn my own meaſures, if I did not my judgment: but ex- 
perience, Which is the beſt criterion to work by, fo fully, clear- 
ly and decifively reprobates the practice of truſting to militia, 
that no man who regards order, regularity and economy, or who 
has any regard for his own honor, character, or peace of mind, 
will riſk them upon this iſſue, * * * 


An army formed of good officers moves like clock-work ; but 
there is no ſituation upon earth leſs enviable nor more diſtreſſ- 
ing than that perſon's who is at the head of troops who are 
regardleſs of order and diſcipline, and who are unprovided with 
almoſt. every neceſſary, In a word the difficulties which have 
for ever ſurrounded me fince I have been in the ſervice, and 


kept 
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kept my mind conftantly upon the ſtretch, the woundls which 
my feelings (as an officer) have received by a thouſand things 


which have happened contrary to my expectation and withes, 


* * * — added to a conſciouſneſs of my inability to govern an 


army compoſed of ſuch diſcordant parts, and under ſuch a vari- 
ety of intricate and perplexing circumſtances, —induce not only 
a belief, but a thorough conviction in my mind, that at will be 
impofible (unlefs there is a thorough change in our military 
ſyſtem) for me to conduct matters in ſuch a manner as to give 


ſatisfaction to the public, which is all the recompenſe I aim at, 


or even wiſhed for. 


Before I conclude, I muſt apologiſe for the liberties taken 
in this letter, and for the blots and ſcratchings therein, not 


having time to give it more correctly. With truth I can add, 


and the Congreſs's moſt obedient, &c. 


that, with every ſentiment of reſpect and eſteem, I am yours 


G. W. 


Head. Quarter, Haerlem Heights, September 25, 1776. 


Six, 


HAVING wrote you fully on ſundry important ſubjects 
this morning, as you will-perceive by the letter which accom- 
panies this, I mean principally nowto incloſe a copy of a letter 
received from general Howe on ſunday morning, with the lifts 
of the priſoners in his hands, —of thoſe in our poſſeſſion belong- 
ing to the army immediately under his command,—and of, my 
anſwer, which were omitted to be put in the other. His letter 
will diſcover to Congreſs his refuſal to exchange lord Stirling 
for Mr. M*Donald, conſidering the latter only as a major. 
They will pleaſe to determine how he is to be ranked in fu- 
ture, 8 | | 25 Bt; SING 

The number of priſoners according to theſe returns is great- 
er than what we expected. However, I am inclined to believe, 
that, among thoſe in the liſt from Long-Iſland, are ſeveral mi- 
litia of general Woodhull's party, who were never arranged in 
this army.—As to thoſe taken on the fifteenth, they greatly 
exceed the number that 1 ſuppoſed fell into their hands in the 
retreat from the city. At the time that I tranſmnted-an ac- 
count of that affair, I had not obtained returns, and took the 
matter upon the officers? reports. They are difficult to get 
with certainty at any time.—In the ſkirmiſh of monday: ſe*n- 
night, they could have taken but very fer. 

| Of Before 
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Before I conclude, I ſhall take occaſion to mention that thoſe 


returns made with ſuch preciſion, and the difficulty that will 
attend the propoſed exchange on account of the diſperſed and 
ſcattered ſtate” of the priſoners in our hands, will clearly evince 
the neceſſity of appointing commiſfartes and proper perſons to 
ſuperintend and conduct in ſuch inſtances. This I took the 
liberty of urging more than once, as well on account of the 
propriety of the meaſure and the ſaving that would have reſult- 
ed from it, as that the priſoners might be treated with humani- 
ty, and have their wants particularly attended to. | 
I would alſo obſerve, (as I eſteem it my duty) that this ar- 
my is in want of almoſt every neceſlary,—tents, camp kettles, 
'blankets, and clothes of all kinds. But what is to be done 
with reſpe& to the two laſt articles, I know not, as the term 
of enliſtment will be nearly expired by the time they can be 
Provided. This may be exhibited as: a further proof of the 
diſadvantages attending the levying of an army upon ſuch a 


footing as never to know how to keep them without injuring 


the public or incommoding the -men.—T have directed the co- 
lonel or commanding officer of each cotps to uſe his endeavors 
to procure ſuch clothing as is abſolutely neceſſary: but at the 
ſame time I confeſs, that I do not know how they are to be 
got.—I have the honor to be, &c. .. 


Head. Quarters, Heights of Haerlem, September 27, 1 776. 


OR, 
HAVE. nothing in particular to communicate to Con- 
grelſs by this day's poſt, as our ſituation is the ſame as when I 
laſt wrote. | | | 


We are now fitting upon the buſineſs the committee came 


upon, which, it is probable, will be finiſhed this evening. The 
reſult they will duly report upon their return. | | 

1 received yeſterday the. incloſed declaration by a gentleman 
from Elizabeth-town, who told me many copies were found in 
the poſſeſſion of the ſoldiers from Canada, that were landed 
there a day or two ago by general Howe's permiſſion, I ſhall 
not comment upon it. It ſeems to be founded on the plan that 
has been artfully purſued for ſome time paſt. £2 

I have the honor to be, &c.  - G. W. 

P. 8. The account of the troops, &c. in Canada, comes 


from a perſon who is among the priſoners ſent from Canada. 
1* 
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ng to him, the enemy in that quarter are ſtronger than we 

reel 7 their naval force much greater on the lakes than, 
we had any idea of, I truſt he has taken the matter up on the 
„ es 24 enn, 
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: Head. Quurtere, Heights of Haerlem, September 23, 17 76. 

BIR, Ek» es 43 ä | | 
BEING about to croſs the Nortli-civer this e Se 
order ta view the poſt oppoſite, and the grounds between that 
and Paulus Hook, I ſhall not add much more than that F have 
been honored with your favor of the twenty-foutth and its ſe- 
veral incloſures ; and that, fince my letter of yeſterday; no ims 
portant event has taken place, _ | 4s 


As colonel Hugh Stephenſon, of the rife regiment ordered 
lately to be raiſed, is dead according to the information I have 
received, I would beg leaye to recommend to the particular 
notice of Congreſs captain Daniel Morgan juft returned among 
the priſoners from Canada, as à fit and proper perſon to ſuc- 
ceed to the vacancy occaſioned by his death. The preſent 
field-officers of the regiment cannot claim any right in prefer- 
ence to him, becauſe he ranked above them, and as a captain, 
when he firſt, entered the ſervice. His conduct as an officer, 
on the expedition with general Arnold laſt fall, —lus intrepid 
behavior in the aſſault upon Quebec, waen the brave Montgo- 
mery fell, —the inflexible attachment he profeſſed to our cauſe 
during his inipriſonment, and which he perſeveres in, - added 
to theſe, his refidence in the place colonel Stephenſon came 
from, and his intereſt and influence in the ſame circle, and with 
ſuch men as are to compoſe ſuch a regiment, —all; in my opi- 
nion, entitle him to the favor of Congreſs, and lead me to be- 
lieve that in his promotion the ſtates will gain a good and va- 
luable officer for the ſort of troops he is particularly recom- 


-mended to command. 


* have the honor to be, &c. EIT 
- — 11 : 
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Head. Quarterr, Heights of Haerlem September 30, 1156. 


| SIR, LO IT | . 
1 SINCE. I had the honor of addreffing you laſt, nothing of 
8 importance has tranſpired ; though, from ſome movements yel- 
terday on the part of the enemy, it would ſeem as if ſomething 
was intended. | 2 op 6 5 
The inclofed memorial, from lieutenant-colonel Shephard 
of the fourth regiment, I beg leave to ſubmit to the conſidera- 
tion of Congreſs, and ſhall only add, that I could wiſh they 
would promote him to the command of the regiment and ſend 
him a commiſhon, being a good and valuable officer, and eſpe- 
cially as the vacancy is of a pretty long ſtanding, and I have 
not had (nor has he) any iatelligence from colone] Learned 
himſelf (who had the command, and who obtained a diſcharge 
on account of his indiſpoſition), of his deſign to return.--I 
have alſo incloſed a letter from captain Ballard, which Con- 
greſs will pleaſe to determine on, the ſubje& being new and 
%%% A ( 
I have the honor to be, &c. 15 W. 
P. 8. A commiſſion was ſent for colone! Learned, which is 
now in my hands, having received no application, or heard from 
him ſince it came. | ag | 


8. 


* Sis, Head. Nuarters, Haerlem Heights, Of. 2, 1776. 
I DO myſelf the honor of tranſmitting to you the inclo- 
ſed letter from lieutenant-colonel Livingſton, with fundry co- 
pies of general Delancey's orders, which diſcover the mea- 
fures the enemy are purſuing on Long-Ifland for raifing recruits 
and obtaining ſupplies of proviſions, In conſequence of the in- 
telligence they contain, and authentic advices through other 
channels reſpecting theſe matters, I have ſent brigadier-general 
George Clinton to meet general Lincoln who has got as far as, 
Fairfield with part of the troops lately ordered by the Maſſachu- 
fetts aſſembly, to concert with him and others an expedition 
acroſs the Sound with thoſe troops, three companies under colo- 
nel Livingſton, and ſuch further aid as governor Trumbull can 
afford, in order to prevent if poſſible their effecting thoſe impor- 
tant objects, and to aſſiſt the inhabitants in the removal of their 
ſtock, grain, &c. or in deſtroying them, that the enemy may not 
derive any anvantage or benefit from them. | : 
| 25 | The 
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The rectuiting ſcheme they : are proſecuting wht ls” 


induſtry z nor is it confined to Long Iſland alone. Having juſt | 
now received a letter from the committee of Weſt-Cheſter-coun- 
ty, adviſing. that there are ſeveral companies of men in that and 
Putcheſs- county preparing to go off and join the king's army, 
I have given directions to our guard-boats and the centuries at 


our works at Mount-Waſhington to keep a ri look-out in caſe 


they attempt to come down the North-river ; alſo to general 
Heath at Kingſbridge, that the utmoſt vigilance: may be obſer- 
red by the regiments and troops ſtationed above there and down 
towards the Eaſt-river, that they may intercept them, ſhould 
they take that rout with a view of croſſing to Long-Ifland, —I 
will uſe every precaution in my power to prevent tho bote parricides 
from accompliſhing their deſigns; but I have but little hopes of 
ſucceſs, as it will be no diſſicult matter for them to procure a 
paſſage over ſome part or other of the Sund. 

I have been applied to lately by colonel Weedon of Virginia, 
for permiſſion to recruit the deficiency of men in his regiment 
out of the troops compoling the flying camp,—informing me at 
the ſame time that ſome of thoſe from Maryland had offered to 
engage. Colonel Hand of the rifle batallion made à ſimilar ap- 


- plication to-day, If the enliſtments could be made, they would 


4 


have this good conſequence, —the ſecuring of ſo many in the 
ſervice. However, as the meaſure might occaſion ſome uneaſi- 
neſs in their own corps, and be conſidered as a hardſhip by the 
ſtates to which they belong, and the means of their furniſhing 


more than the quota exacted from them in the general arrange- 


ment, and would make it more difficult for them to complete 
their own levies, I did not conceive myſelf at liberty to autho- 
rile it without ſubmitting the propriety of it to the conſidera- 
tion of Congreſs, and obtaining their uo whether it ſhout 
be allowed or not. 

I have incloſed a lift of warrants usted from the ſecond to 
the thirteenth ultimo incluſive, the only return of the ſort that 
I have been able to make ſince the reſolution for that purpoſe, 
——owing to the unſettled ſtate of our affairs, and my having 
ſent wy papers away.—You will alſo receive ſundry letters, 


&c. from general Schuyler, whach came under cover to me, 


and which 1 have the honor of forwarding. 

By a letter juſt received from the committee of ſafety of 
the ſtate of New-Hampſhire, I, find a thouſand of their militia 
were about to march on the twenty-fourth ultimo to reinfotce 
this army in conſequence of the requiſition of Congreſs. Pre. 
vious to their march, general Ward writes me he was bn 
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to furniſh- them with five hundred pounds of powder, and a 
thouſand pounds of. muſket-ball; and I have little reaſon to ex- 
pe& that they are better provided with other articles than 
they were with ammunition. ' In ſuch caſe they will only add 
to our prefent diſtreſs, which iz already far too great, and be- 
come diſguſted with the ſervice, 3 the time they are en- 
gaged for is only till the firſt of Degember.—This will i injure 
their enliſting for a longer term if not wholly prevent it. 

By three deſerters who came from the Galatea man-of-war 
about five days ago, we are informed that ſeveral tranſports 
had ſailed, before they left her, from England, as it was gene- 
rally: reported, in order to return with a ſupply of- provitions, 
of which they ſay there is a want. —General Mercer, in a let- 
ter, informed me that general Thompſon ſaid he had heard they 
were going to diſmiſs about a hundred of the ſhips from the 
ſervice.—T am alſo adviſed by a letter from Mr. Derby at Boſ- 
ton, of the twenty-ſixth ultimo, that, the day before, a tranſ- 
port ſnow had been taken and ſent into ' Piſcatawa by a pri- 
vateer, in her paſſage from New-York to the Weſt-Indies.” She 
failed with five more under the convoy of. a man-of:war in or- 
der to bring from thence the troops that are there, to join ge- 
fieral Howe.—T hey were all victualled for four months.— 
From this intelligence it would ſeem as if they did not appre- 
hend any thing to be meditated Win them by the court 1 
France. 

October 3. I have nothing i in particular to communicate 
reſpecting our fituation, it being much the ſame as when I 
wrote lait.——We had an alarm this morning a little before four 
o*clock, from ſome of our out-centries, who reported that a 
large body of the enemy was advancing towards our lines.—— 
This put us in motion: however, it turned out entirely * 
ture ; or at leaſt we ſaw nothing of them. 285 

k have the honor to wc Ec. N 1 G. W. 
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BEFORE, I h_ of the late reſolutions of Congrels 
which you did ine the honor to inclofe in your letter of the 
twenty- fourth, and before 1 was favored with the viſit of your 
committee, I took the liberty of giving you my ſentiments on 
feveral points which ſeemed to be of 'tmportance.—lI have no 
doubt but that the committee will make ſuch report of the ſtate 
and condition of the wy as will induce aq oa to believe 

| that 
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chat nothing but the moſt vigorous exertions can put matters 
upon ſuch a footing as to give this continent a fair praſpe& of 
ſucceſs. Give me leave ts lay, fir, — I ſay it with due defer- 
ence and reſpe& (and my knowledge of the facts, added to the 
importance of the cauſe, and the ſtake I hold in it, muſt juſti- 
fy the freedom, —that your affairs are in a more unpromiſing 
way than you ſeem to apprehend. e $72 
Your army, as I mentioned in my laſt, is on the eve of its 
political diſlolution. True it is, you have voted a larger one 
in lien of it: but the ſeaſon is late; and there is a material dif- 
ference between voting of battalions and raifing of men, In 
the latter there are more difficulties than Congrels are aware 
of; which makes it my duty (as I have been informed of the 
prevailing ſentiments of this army) to inform them, that, unleſs 
the pay of the officers, eſpecially that of the field officers, is 
raiſed, the chief part of thoſe that are worth retaining will 
leave the ſervice at the expiration of the preſent term, as the 
ſoldiers will alſo, if ſome greater encouragement is not ofered 
them than twenty dollars and a hundred acres of land. 
Nothing leſs, in my opinion, than a ſuit of clothes annually 
given to each non-commiſſioned officer and ſoldier, in additiog 
to the pay and bounty, will avail; and I queſtion whether that 
will do, as the enemy (from the information of one John Maſh, 
who, with fix others, was taken by our guards) are giving ten 
pounds bounty for recruits, and have got a battalion under ma- 
jor Rogers nearly completed upon Long-liland. 92 
Nor will leſs pay, according to my judgment, than I have 
taken the liberty of mentioning in the incloſed eſtimate, retain 
ſuch officers as we could wiſh to have continued. The differ- 
ence per month in each battalion will amount to better than a 
hundred pounds. To this may be added the pay of the ſtaff. 
officers ; for it is preſumable they will not require an augment. 
ation: but, being few in number, the ſum will not be greatly 
increaſed by them, and conſequently is a matter of no great 
moment: but it is a matter of no {mall importance to make the 
{eyeral officers deſirable. When the pay and eftablitkment'of 
an officer once become objects of intereſted attention, the floth, 
negligence, and even diſobedience of-orders, which at this time 
but too generally prevail, will be purged off, But while the 
ſervice is viewed with indifference, - While the officer conceives 
that he is ratner conferring than receiving an obligation, 
there will be a total relaxation of all order and diſcipline, 
and eyery thing will move heavily on, to the great detriment 


or 
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of the ſervice, and inexpreſſible trouble and vexation of the 
general. 4 F 5 ; 
Ihe critical ſituation of our affairs at this time will juſtify 

my ſaying that no time is to be loſt in making of fruitleſs ex- 
periments. An unavailing trial of a month to get an army 
upon the terms propoſed may render it impracticable to do it 
at all, and prove fatal to our cauſe; as I am not ſure whether 
any rubs in the way of our enliſtments, or unfavorable turn in 
our affairs, may not prove the means of the enemy recruiting 
men faſter than we do. lo this may be added the inextrica- 
ble difficulty of forming one corps out of another, and arrang- 
ing matters with any degree of order, in the face of an enemy 
who are watching for adyantages. i 

At Cambridge, laſt year, where the officers, (and more than 

a ſufficiency of them) were all upon the ſpot, we found it a 
work of ſuch extreme difficulty to know their ſentiments (each 
having ſome terms to propoſe), that I deſpaited once of getting 
the arrangements completed: and I do ſuppole, that at leaſt a 
hundred alterations took place before matters were finally ad- 
juſted. What mutt it be then under the preſent regulation, 
where the officer is to negotiate this matter with the ſtate he 
comes from, diſtant. perhaps, two or three hundred miles ?— 
ſome of whom, without leave or licence from me, ſet out to 
make perſonal application, the moment the reſolve got to their 
hands. What kind of officers theſe are, 1 leave Congreſs to 
judge. | | 


If an officer of reputation (for none other ſhould be applied 
to) is aſked to ſtay, what anſwer can he give, but in the firſt 
place, that he does not know whether it 1s at his option to do 
{o, no proviſion being made in the reſolution of Congreſs, even 
recommendatory of this meaſure ; conſequently, that it reſts 
with the {tate he comes from (ſurrounded perhaps with a vari- 
ety of applications, and influenced probably by local attach- 
ments) to determine whether he can be provided for or not? 
In the next place, if he is an officer of merit, and knows that 
the ſtate he comes from is to furniſh more battalions than it at 
preſent has in the ſervice, he wil? icarcely, after two years? 
taithful ſervices, think of continuing in the rank he now, bears, 
when new creations are to be made, and men appointed to offi- 
ces (no wile ſuperior in merit, and ignorant perhaps, of ſervice) 
over his head. A committee, ſent to the army from each 
ſtate, may upon the ſpot fix things with a degree of propriety 
and . certainty, and is the only method I can fee of bringing 
matters to a deciſion with reſpect to tue officers of the army. 


But 
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But what can be done in the mean while towards the ; arrange . 
ment in the country, I know not. In the one caſe you rum the 
hazard of lofing your officers; in the other, of encounterin 
delay, unleſs fome method could be deviſed of forwarding both 
at the ſame inſtant. 

Upon the preſent plan, I plainly foreſee an intervention of 
time between the old and new army, which muſt be filled up 
with militia (if to be had), with whom no man who has any 
regard for his own reputation can undertake to be anfwerable 
for conſequences. I ſhall alſo be miſtaken in my conjeKures, 
if we do not loſe the moſt valuable officers in this army, under 
the preſent mode of appointing them : conſequently, if we have 
an army at all, it will be compoſed of materials not only en- 


tirely raw, but, (if uncommon pains are not taken) entirely _ 


unfit ; and I ſee ſuch a diſtruſt and jealouſy of military power, 
that the commander-in-chief has not an opportunity, even by 
recommendation, to give the leaſt aſſurances of reward for the 
moſt eſſential ſervices. In a word, ſuch a cloud of perplexing 
circumſtances appear before me, without one flattering hope, 
that I am thoroughly convinced, unleſs the moſt vigorous and 
decifive exertions are immediately adopted to remedy theſe e- 
vils, that the certain and abſolute loſs of our liberties will be 
the inevitable conſequence ; as one unhappy ſtroke will throw 
a powerful weight into the ſcale againſt us, enabling general 
Howe to recruit his army as faſt as we ſhall ours, - numbers be- 
ing diſpoſed [to join him}, and many actually doing ſo already. 
Some of the moſt probable remedies, and ſuch as experience 
has brought to my more intimate knowledge, I have taken the 
liberty to point out: the reſt I beg leave to ſubmit to the con- 
ſide ration of Congreſs. 

I aſk pardon for taking up ſo much of weil time with my 
opinions. But I ſhould betray that truſt which they and my 
country have repoſed in me, were I to be ſilent 1 a matter 
ſo extremely intereſting. 

With the moſt perfect cteem, I have the honor to be, &c. 

G. W. 


Sta, Head-Qyarters, Haerlem Heirbre, 0a. 5, 1776. 


I WAS laſt night honored with' your favor of the ſecond, 
with ſundry reſolutions of Congreſs, * * * 
In reſpect to the exchange of priſoners, I fear i it will we'd 
work of great difficulty, owing to their diſperſed and ſcattered 
| ſituation 
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ſitttation throughout the ſtates. In order to effect it, have 
wrote to the eaſtern governments to have them collected, and 
to tranſmit me an account of their number, diſtinguiſhing- the 
names and ranks of the field and commiſſioned officers,” and the 
corps they belong te. I have alſo wrote to governor Living- 
ſton of the Jerſeys upon the ſubject, and muſt take the liberty 
of requeſting Congreſs to give dire tions that 4 es abr 14 
may be made of thoſe. in Pennſylvania and Maryland, and for 
their being brought to Brunſwic, that they may be ready to be 
exchanged for an equal number of thoſe of the ſame rank. 
 \ÞFobſerve; by the refolve of the twenty- ſixth ultimo, that 
the exchange is particularly directed to be made of the officers 
and foldiers taken on Long-Iſland. But ſhould not that follow 
the exchange of thoſe officers and men who have lately re- 
turned from Quebee, whoſe impriſonment has been much lon- 
ger, and whoſe ſervice has not been leſs ſevere, and, in many 
inſtances, conducted with great intfepidity? I have had many 
applications ſince their arrival, by Which they claim à kind of 
preference as far as their number and the circum ſtances of their 
rank will allow, and which I thought it my duty to mention, 
that I may obtain fome direction upon the ſubject. 8 
You will obſerve by a paragraph of a letter received yeſter- 
day from general Howe, a copy of which you have at length, 
that the non- performance of the agreement between captain 
Forſter and general Arnold, by which the latter ſtipulated for 
the return of an equal number of officers and priſoners. in our 
hands for thoſe delivered him, is confidered in an unfavorable 
light, and entirely imputed to me, as having the clſief com- 
mand of the armies of the ſtates; and 4 controlling power over 
general Arnold. The pointed manner in which Mr. Howe is 
pleaſed to expreſs himſelf could not perſonally affect me, ſup- 
poſing there had been no good grounds for the treaty not being 
ratified, having been nothing more than an inſtrument convey- 
ing to him the reſolutions formed upon the ſubject. #* 
However I would Beg leave to obſerve, from the letters 
from the hoſtages,--from what has been reported by others re- 
ſaeRing captain Forſter's having uſed his endeavors to reſttain 
the ſavages from exerciſing their wonted barbarities, though in 
ſome inſtances they did, — his purchaſing ſome of tlie priſoners 
for a pretty conſiderable premium, —but, above all, from the 
delicate nature of ſuch treaties, and becauſe the non-obſervance yr 
of them muſt damp the ſpirits of the officers who make them, 
and add. affliction to the misfortunes of thoſe whom neceſſity 
and. the nature of the caſe force into captivity to give them a 
| ſanction 
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ſanction by a long and irkſome confinement, — for theſe reaſons 
and many more that will readily occur, I could wiſh: Congreſs 
to reconſider the matter; and to carry it into execution: 

I am ſenſible the wrong was originally in their employing ſa- 
vages, and that whatever cruelties were committed by 5 
ſhould be eſteemed their own acts? yet perhaps, in point of po- 
licg, it may not be improper te overlook theſe infractions on 
theft part, and to purſue that mode which will be the moſt like - 
ly ts render the hardſhips incident to war moſt tolerabley and 
the- reateſt benefits to the ſtu.ſ̃e 3 

I have ventured to ſay thus much upon the ſubject, from a 
regard to the ſervice, aud betauſe ſuch gentlemen bf the army 
as I have heard mention it, ſeem to wiſh the treaty had been 
ratified rather than diſallowec. ae anf [1 

Incloſed is a lift of vacancies in the third tegiment of: Virgi- 
nia troops, in part  otcafioned by the death of major Leitch: 
who died of his wounds on tueſday inorning, aud of the gen- 
tlemen who ſtand next in regimental order, and who are recom- 
mended to ſucceed to them. Von will obſerve that captain 
John Fitzgerald is ſaid to be appointed to the duty of major. 
This I have done in order, being the oldeſt captain in the re- 
viment, and, I believe, an officer of une kceptionable merit, 
and as it was highly neceſſary at this time to have the corps as 
well ind fully officered as poſſible; There is alſo a vacancy in 
the firſt continental battalion,” by the promotion of lieutenant: 
Clarke to a majority in the flying camp, to which colonel Hand 
has recommended William Patton to ſucceed, as you will per- 
ceive by his letter incloſed, «5. beth; 

I have taken the liberty to tranſmit a plan for eſtabliſhing a: 
corps of engineers, artificers, &c. ſketched out by colonel 

Putnam, and which is propoſed for the conſid ration of Con- 
greſs. How far they may ineline to adopt it, or whether they 
may chuſe to proceed upon ſuch an extenſive ſcale, they will 
be pleaſed to determine. However, I gonceive it a matter 
well worthy of their conſideration,” being convinced from ex- 
perience, and from the reaſons ſuggeſted by colonel Putnam 
who has acted with great diligence and reputation in the buſi- 
neſs, that ſome eſtabliſhment of the ſort is Highly neceſſary, aud 
will be productive of the moſt beneficial conſequences. 

If the propoſition is approved by Congreſs, I am informed by 
good authority that there is a gentleman Virginia, in the 
colony ſervice, John Stadler, eſquire, a native of Germany, 
whoſe abilities in this way are by no. meg confiderable, 1 
am told he was an engineer _ army der general Stan xix, 

8 


2345 GENERAL! WASHING TVON% © 


reputed to be of ſkill and inginuity in the profeſſion: IA 
this capacity I do not know him myſelf, but am intimately ac- 
quainted with him in his private character, as a man of under 
ſtanding and of good behavior. I would fubmit his merit to 
the inquiry of Congrefs; and if he ſhould anſwer the report I. 
bave had ot him, I make no doubt but he will be ſuitably pro- 
vided for. ot F 
The convention of this ſtate have lately ſeized and had ap- 
praiſed two new ſhips, valued at ſix thouſand two hundred and 
twenty-nine pounds York currency, which they have ſent down 
for the purpoſe of finking, and obſtructing the channel oppoſite 
Mount- Waſhington.” The price being high, and the opinions 
various as to the neceſſity of the meaſure, ſome conceiving the 
obſtruction nearly ſufficient already, and others that they would 
render it ſecure, I would +wiſh to have the direction of Con- 
greſs upon the fubject by the earlieſt opportunity, thinking my- 
ſelf, that, if the enemy ſhould attempt to come up, they ſhould 
be uſed, ſooner than to hazard their paſſing. I muſt be go- 
verned by circumſtances, yet hope for their ſentiments before 
any thing is neceſſary to be done. | n e. 
Sundry diſputes having ariſen of late between officers of dif- 
ferent regiments and of the fame rank, reſpecting the right of 
ſueceſſion to ſuch vacancies as happen from death or other 
cauſes, —ſome ſuggeſſing that it ſhould be in a colonial line and 
governed by the priority of their commiſſions, —others, tbat it 
ſhould be regimentally, —and there being an inſtance now be- 
fore me, between the officers of the Virginia regiments, occa- 
ſioned by the death of major Leitch,--it has become abſolutely 
neceſſary that Congreſs ſhould determine the mode by which 
promotions are to be regulated, - whether colonially and by 
priority of commiſſions, or regimentally, reſerving a right out 
of the general rule they adopt, to reward for particular merit, 
ar of withholding from office ſuch as may not be worthy to 
I have only propoſed two modes for their conſideration, be- 
ing fatisfied that promotions through the line (as they are call- 
ed) can never take place without producing diſcord, jealouſy, 
diſtruſt, and the moſt fatal conſequences. In fome of my let- 
ters upon the ſubje& of promotions, and one which I bad the 
honor of addreſſing to the board of war on the thirtieth ultimo, 
T-adviſed that the mode ſhould be rather practiſed than retolv- 
ed: but I am fully convinced now of the neceſſity there is of 
fettling it in one of the two ways I have taken the liberty to 


point out, and under the reſtrictions I have mentioned; the 
PI diſputes 
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diſputes and applications will be endleſs, and attended with 
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2 . 
I DO myſelf che honor of tranſmitting to you a copy of a 
letter from the comte D'Emery, governor- general of the French 
part of Saint- Domingo, which I received yeſterday, and alſo 
my anſwer,” which I have incloſed and left open for the conſi- 
deration of Congreſs, wiſhinthat it may be ſealed if they ap- 
prove of the fieur De Chambeau's releaſement, which I think 
may be attended with many valuable conſequences. If Con- 
greſs concur in ſentiment with me, they will be pleaſed to give 
direction for his paſſage by the. firſt opportunity to the French 
lands : if they do not, I ſhall be obliged by your returning 


my letter. | 


— 


am under no {mall difficulties on account of the French gentle- 
men that are here in conſequence of the commiſſions they have 
received, having no means to employ them, or to afford them 
an opportunity of rendering that ſervice they themſelves wiſh 
to give, or which perhaps is expected by the public, Their 
want of our language is an objection to their being joined to a- 
ny of the regiments here at this time, were there vacancies, 
ad not other obſtacles. Theſe conſiderations induce me to 
11 m | with 


with, that Congreſs would, adopt and point, aut ſame. Particular 
mode to be abſerved' reſpecting them. Wh 0 il | 
will be beſt able to determine. But to me it appears that their 
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at it ſhould. be, they 


being here now can he attended with no valuable conſequences, 


and that, as the power of appointing officers for the new army 


is veſted in the conventions, Sc. of the ſeveral ſtates, it vill 


be netefſary for Congreſs to dire them to be provided far in 
the tegiments to be raiſed, according to the ranks they would 
- with them to beax—(or I am convinced they will never be ta- 


ken in, let their merit he what it may); ar to form them into 


a diſtinct corps which may be increaſed in time. They ſeem to 


be genteel, ſenſible men; and I have no doubt of their mak - 
ing good officers as faon as they can learn as much of aur lan- 
guage as to make themſelves well underſtgod ; but, unleſs Con- 

s interfere by their particular direction ta the ftates, they 
will never be incorporated in any of the regunents to be raiſed ; 
and, without they are, the will be entirely at a loſs, and in 


the moſt irkſome fituation, for ſomething t do, as they: nozy 
gre.—I have the honor ta be, ccc 8. W. 


P . — 1 
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Head-Quarters, Haerlem Heights, October 8, 1776. 
. SINCE I had the honor of writing you yeſterday, I have 
been favored with a letter from the honorable council of  Maſ- 
fachuſerts-Bay, covering one from Riad Harky, eſquire, a 
copy of which is herewith tranſmitted, as it contains intelli- 
gence of an important and intereſting nature. F e 


N - * 


As an exchange of prifaners is about to take place, I am in- 


duced, from a queſtion ſtgted in a letter I received from go- 


vernor Trumbull this morning, to aſk the opinion of Congreſs 
in what manner the ſtates that haye had the care of them are 
to be reimburſed the expenſes incurred on their account. My 
want of information in this inſtance, or whether any account is 
to be ſent in with the priſoners, would not allow me to give 
him an anſwer, as nothing that I recolleQ has ever been ſaid 
upon the ſubject.— He allo mentions another matter, viz. whe-, 
ther ſuch privates as are mechanics, and others who may deſire 


to remain with us, ſhould be obliged to return. In reſpect to 


the latter, I conceive there can be no doubt of our being un- 
der a neceſſity of returning the whole, a propoſition having. 
been made on our part for a general exchange, and that agreed, 
to; befides, the balance of priſoners is greatly againſt us; and. 
A 8 Jam 
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gomery, that all thoſe that were taken in Canada ſhould be e- 


changed whenever a cartel was ſettled for the purpoſe,, 


Under theſe circumſtances, I ſhould ſuppoſe the ſeveral dom - 
mittees having the care af them ſhould be inſt ructed to make 


the moſt exact returns of the whole, however willing a part 


ary ſhould be to continue with us.. At the ſame time 1 1 ſtould . 


think it not improper to inform them of the reaſons leauing to 
the meafure, and that they ſhould be invited to eſcape after- 
wards, which, in all probability, they may effect without much 
difficulty if they are attached to us, extending their mfluence , 
to-many mace; and bringing them away alſo. . oo one 


” — 


The ſituation of our 4 Talrs and the preſent eſtabliſhment of 


the army requiring our moſt vigorous exertions'to engage a 
new one, [ preſume it will be neceſſary to furniſh the paymaſ- 
ter-general as early as poſſible with. money to pay the bounty, 


; 


lately reſolved on, to ſuch men as will enliſt. Prompt pay, 


perhaps may have a happy effect, and induce the continuance 


of ſome who are here: but, without it, I am certain that no- 
thing can be done; nor have we time ta loſe in making the ex- 
periment. But then it may he aſked, who is to recruit ? or 
who can conſider themſelves as officers for that purpoſe, till 


the conveations of the different ſtates have made the appoint- 


ments ? 1 % tet YA 3 

Yeſterday afternoon the exchange between lord Stirling and 
governor Browne was carried into execution; and his lordſhip 
is now.here; He confirms the intelligence mentioned by cap- 


tain Souther, about the tranſports he met, by the arrival of 


the Daphne man-of-war (a twenty gun ſhip) a. few. days ago, 
with twelve ſhips under her convoy, having light-horſe on 
board. They ſailed with about twenty in each, and loſt about 
eighty in their paſſage, beſides thoſe in the veſſel. taken by cap- 
tain Souther. —He farther adds that he had heard.itmoknows- 
ledged more than once, that, in the action of the ſixteenth u- 
timo, the enemy had a hundred men killed, —about ſixty 
Highlanders of the forty-ſecond regiment, and forty of the 


light infantry. This confeſſion coming from themſelves, Wo 


may reaſonably coaclude, did not exaggerate. the number, 
* U / | | : 


| i hep + + 4 ' * 1 FF 
October 9.—— About eight o'clock this morning, two ſhip; 
of forty-four guns each (ſuppoſed to be the Roebuck and Phe 
nix), and a frigate of twenty guns, with three or four tenders} 
got under way from about Bloomingdale. where they had been 
lying ſome time, and ſtood with an eaſy ſoutherly breeze . 
hs 1 ; ' War 8 
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wardsdut chevaux-de-friſe, which we hoped would have inter- 
cepted their paſfage while our batteries played upon them: but, 
to our ſurpriſe and mortification, they ran through without the 
leaſt difficulty, and without receiving any apparent damage 
from our forts, though they kept up a heavy fire from both ſides 
of the river. Their deſtination or views cannot be known with 
certaitity: but moſt probably they are ſent to ſtop the naviga - 
tion, and cut off the ſupplies of boards. &c. which we ſhould 
have received, and of which we are in great need. They are 
ſtanding up, and I have diſpatched an expreſs to the convention 
of this ſtate, that notice may be immediately communicated to 
general Clinton at the Highland fortifications, to put him on 
his guard in cafe they ſhould have any defigns againſt them, and 
that precautions ſhould be taken to prevent the craft non; ms, 
to the river falling into their hands. K 


1 bave tlie honor to be, &. | Ea GS. W. 
Sr, Head-Quarters, Haerlem-Heights, Oct. 11, 1776. 


I BEG leave to inform you, that, ſince my letter of the 
eighth and ninth inſtant which I had the honor of addreſſing 
you, nothing of importance has occurred, except that the ſhips | 
of war which I then mentioned, in their paſſage up the river, 
took a {loop that was at anchor off the mouth of Spitendevil, 
and two of our row-gallies which they out-ſailed. The crews, 
finding that they could not prevent them falling into the ene- 
my's hands, ran them near the ſhore and effected their own eſ- 
cape. From the intelligence I have received, the ſhips are now 
lying at Tarrytown, without having landed any men (which 
ſeemed to be apprehended by ſome), or attempted any thing 
elſe, Their principal views, in all probability are, to interrupt 
our navigation, and to receive ſuch diſaffected perſons as incline 
to take part againſt us. The former they will effect beyond all 
queſtion; and I fear that their expectations reſpecting the lat- 
ter will be but too fully anſwered. 

October 12. The incloſed copy of a letter received laſt 
night from the convention of this ſtate will ſhew you the' appre- 
henfions they are under on account of the diſaffected amon 
them. — I have ordered up a part of the militia from the Maſ- 
ſachuſetts under general Lincoln, to prevent, if poſſible, the 
. apo which they ſuggeſt may happen, and which there 
is reaſon to believe the conſpirators have in contemplation. 1 


am perſuaded that they are upon the eve of breaking out, and 
4 * that 
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that.they will leave; nothing: uneſſeed. that ml dies, vs 
eir 


and favor, the deſigns. of the enemy, as ſoon as th, 


hemes 
are; ripe for it. een EE t 4 T4207 0.3 
October. 13.— Yeſterday the enemy landed at Frog's-Point, 
about nine miles from hence, further up the Sound. Their. 
number we cannot aſcertain, as they have not advanced from 
the point, which is a kind of iſland, —but the water that ſur- 
rounds it is fordable at low tide. I have ordered works to. 
be thrown up at the paſſes from the point to the main. From 
the great number of ſloopo, ſchooners, and nine ſhips, that went 
up the, Sound in the evening, full of men, and from the infor- 
mation of two deſerters who came over laſt night, I have reaſon. 
to believe that the greateſt part of their army has moved up- 
wards, or is about to do it, purſuing their original plan of get 
ting in our rear, and cutting off our communication with the 
e | | n eee aan abt org e 
The grounds from Frog's-Point are ftrong and defenſible, be- 
ing full of ſtone fences, both along the road and acoſs the adjacent 
fields, which will, render it difficult for artillery, or indeed a 
large body of foot, to advance in any regular order, except 
through the main road, —Qur men who are poſted on the paſſes 
ſeemed. to be in great ſpirits. when I left them laſt night. . 
I have the honor to be, &c. Crt: $4 ts 
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' Sin, FHead-Duarters, Haerlem Heights, Of. 14; 1776, 
_ HIS excellency having gone this morning to viſit, our, poſts 
beyond Kingſbridge and the ſeveral. pafles leading from Frog's- 
Point and the necks adjacent, I have the honor to inform you. 
by his command, that no intereſting event has taken place ſince 
his letter by yeſterday's poſt. F . 
Every day's intelligence from the convention of this ſtate 
holds forth diſcoveries of new plots and of new conſpiracies. 
Some of the members ſeem to apprehend that inſurrections are 
upon the eve of breaking out, and have ſuggeſted the neceſſity 
of ſeizing and ſecuring the paſſes through the Highlands, left 
the diſſaffected ſhould do it. Their preſervation being a mat- 
ter of great importance, his excellency, notwithſtanding the fi- 
tuation we are in with reſpe& to troops, has detached: colonel. 
Taſh with his regiment, lately from New-Hampſhire, in addi- , 
tion to the militia mentioned in his laſt, with. directions to re- 
ceive orders from the convention, as to the ſtation and poſts he 


is to occupy, | | ES > Ip 
i ere 


13 > © 000g a 09g - 
—é— — RR fU)UU— —— — —ä— 
* 


% GENERAL WASHINGTON" | 


There are now in our poſſeſſion ſeveral! waned inhabitants 


of this ſtate, who had _— to join the enemy, and were in- 


tercepted in going to t There are alſs two who confeſs 
they have been with them, and that they had actually engaged 
in their fervice: but, finding the termy (the bounty, pay, &.) 
not fo advantageous as they expected from the information they 
hat received, they were induced to return. As the affairs of 
this government are in 4 precarious fituation, and ſuch as, the 
convention themſelves ſeem to think, forbid cheir inter poſition 
fatther than taking meaſures to apprehend. them, his excellency* 
would with to obtain the ſentiments of "Congreſs, and their di- 
rection upon a ſubject fo extremely critical and delicate, and 
which, in the conſideration of it, "Involves n important both 
ſequences. | 

- Your favor of the ninth, with its ſeveral inclofures, nis ex- 
cellency received yeſterday morning by the expreſs, who pro- 
ceeded immediately on his journey. 

October 17.— l am directed by his excellenty to acquaint 
you that we are again obliged to change our diſpoſition,” to 
counteract the operations of the enemy. Declining an attack 
upon our front, they have drawn the main body of their army 
to Frog s-Point, with a deſign of hemming us in, and drawing a 
line in our rear. To prevent the conſequences. which: would 
but too probably follow the execution of their ſcheme, the ge- 
neral officers determined yeſterday that our forces muſt be ta- 
ken from hence, and extended towards Eaſt and Weſt Cheſter, 
ſo as to out- flank them. General Lee, who arrived on monday, 
has ſtrongly arged the abſolute neceffity of the meaſure. It is 
pro oſed to leave a garriſon at Fort-Waſhington, and to main- 
tain it if poſſible, in order to preſerve the communication with 
the Jerſeys.—They are landing their artillery and waggons up- 
on the point; and there are now ſeveral boats paſſing up the 
Sound, full of men. 

- FE fave the honor to be, Ke. R. H. Harrison. 

P. 8. The poſt having not come in ſince ſunday, till to-day; 
has been the occaſion of not writing to you fince that time, 
He was expected as uſual: which prevented an expreſs being 
ſent. $2 E | | 
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ein 


appoint, monſicur-Pennel a brevet W claims a return 
of my acknowledgments. 


Laſt night I received a letter race Mr. Varick, ſecretary to 


general Schuyler incloling a copy of one from general Arnold 


to general Gates. The intelligence tranſmitted by general Ar- 


nold being of an extremely intereſting and important nature, I 
thought it adviſable to forward the ſame immediately by ex- 
preſs, You have a copy herewith, which contains the particu- 
lars, and to which I beg leave to refer you. 

The accounts tranſmitted you yeſterday, by poſt will inform 
you of the movements of the enemy, and of the meaſures judg- 
ed neceſſary to be purſued by us, to counteract their detigns. 
I have nothing to add on this head, except that ten or eleven 
ſhips, which have been prevented paſſing Hell-gate for two or 
three days for want of wind, are now under way, and proceed- 
ing up the Sound. Amongit them there appear to be two fri- 
gates: the reſt probably have in ſtores, & c. 

Incloſed is a copy of the laſt general return I have been able 
to abtain. It only comes down to the fifth inſtant : the fitua- 
tion of our affairs, and the almoſt conſtant neceſſity of ſending 
detachments from one place to another to watch the enemy's 


motions, have prevented the officers irom making them with 


regularity. 0 | 
1 have the honor to be, &c. frag G. W. 


King foridge, Oaober 20, 1776, half after one o'clock, P. M. 


Sra, | 
I HAVE it in command from his excelleney to tranſmiĩt you 
the incloſed copies of diſpatches which juſt now came to hand, 
and which contain intelligence of the moſt intereſting and im- 
portant nature reſpecting our affairs in the northern deparment. 
His excellency would have wrote himſelf, but was going to our 


ſeveral poſts, when the expreſs arrived. 


The enemy are purſuing with great induſtry their vie of 


penetrating the country from the Sound, and of forming a line 


in our rear. They are now extended from frog's-Point to New- 
Rochelle, 


Ste, eee, Harlem Heights) October 18, 1778. | 


I WAS. lip 0 morning honored with your favor of | 
a ffteenth, ith, the. reſolutions of the eleventh and four- 
teenth. The latter, by which Congreſs have authoriſed me to 
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Rochelle, Com mheace it is ; generally 3 . mean to 
take their route by way of the White- Plains, and from thence 
to draw aa line to the North-river. We on our part have 
drawn our whole force, except the regiments intended to garri- 


ſon Fort-Waſhington, from the iſland of New-Y ork, and have poſ- 


ſeſſed ourſelves of the heights, paſſes, and advantageous grounds 
between New-Rochelle, where the van of their army now lies, 
and the North-river.— They will in all probability attempt to 
effect their purpoſe by moving higher up. It they do, our 
forces will move accordingly, it being a principal onſet to 
prevent their out-flanking us. 

On friday, one of their advanced parties, near Eaſt- Cheſter, 
Fell in with part of colonel Glover's brigade, and a fmart and 
cloſe ſkirmiſh enſued, in which, I have the pleaſure to inform 
you, our men behaved with great: coolneſs and intrepidity, and 
drove the enemy back to their main body. 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Hax RISOx. 


— 


Sue, Head. Quariers, Valentine's Hill, Oct. 21, 1776. 


| HIS excellency being abſent on a vifit to the ſeveral poſts 
on the left of our lines and at White-Plains, I have the honor 
to inform you, by the favor of colonel Whipple, that, fince my 
letter of yeſterday, no event of importance has occured. 


I have the honor to be, &c, . Harzrzo. 
hs To; DESIRES 2 : 3 5 
To the Beard of War. 
| GunrLenzs, Camp at Valentine's Hill, OF. 22, 1776. 


LAM directed by his excellency, whoſe buſineſs has called 
him from hence, to acknowledge his receipt of your favors of 
the twelfth and fifteenth inſtant, and to inform you in anſwer 
to the firſt, that he will mention the cale of the French gentle- 
men to general Lee, and obtain his opinion as to the beſt mode 
of providing for them in a uſeful way. The horſes belonging 
to the light dragoons who were taken, he thinks, will be. very 
ſerviceable ; and he will write to general Ward or one of the 
agents to purchaſe them. 

In reſpe&;, to your, requiſition Gor an 1 return of 
ordnance ſtores, his excellency ſays it cannot poſſibly be com- 
plied with in the preſent unſettled ſtate of the army. In order 

Fs: LO 


am A wel WH mw = ot 


wed a es 


kd. wed 4% ood 


Ad. ack. ie ified + nn ned Don d iba: hot | a 


cd Sand. as ao Good a oo oft AL 


CY 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. 243 


GS. - 


to effet the good purpoſes you have in view, he would take 
the liberty to recommend the eſtabliſhing of magazines of am- 
munition and other ordnance ſtores in proper places of ſecu- 
rity, from whence ſupplies could be occaſionally drawn, © As 
large quantities are conſtantly in demand in time of war, he 
does not conceive your proviſion in theſe inſtances can be too 
reat. "Y eh LOSES 
He will dire& the regimental returns in future to include 
arms and accoutrements, and the commiſſary-general to tranſ- 
mit monthly hſts of rations. He thinks the regulation extreme- 
ly. proper, though he apprehends the information to be prema- 
ture reſpecting the over-quantity ſuggeſted to have been drawn, 
having heard no ſuſpicion of the ſort in this army of late. 


| I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. HanRTSOx. 
St, Head-Quarters, White-Plains, Of. 25, 1796. 


THE whole of our army is now here and on the neigh- 
boring heights, except the troops left at Mount-Waſhington 
and Kingſbridge (about foyrteen hundred at the former, and fix 
hundred at the latter), and general Lee's diviſion which now 
forms the rear, and which is on their march. Our removal, 
and that of the ſtores, have been attended with a great deal of 
trouble, owing to the ſcarcity and difficulty of procuring wag- 
gons, However, they are nearly effected, and without any 
loſs.—The general officers are now reconnoitring the ſeveral 
paſſes leading from the enemy, that the moſt important may 
be immediately ſecured. —The ſituation of their army remains 
nearly the ſame as when I had the honor of addreſſing you on 
the twenty-firſt inſtant. It differs in nothing unleſs it is that 
their main body is more collected about New-Rochelle.: A 
few of their troops are extended as far as Momarioneck. 

On monday night a detachment o? our men, under the com- 
mand of colonel Hazlet, was ſent out to ſurpriſe and cut off 
major Rogers, if poſſible, with his regiment which was poſted 
there. By ſome accident or other the expedition did not ſuc- 
ceed ſo well as I could have wiſhed. However, our advanced 
party, led on by major Greene of the firſt Virginia regiment, 
fell in with their out-guard, and brought off thirty-ſix priſon- 
ers, ſixty muſkets, and ſome blankets. The number killed is 
not certainly known : but 1s 1s reported by an officer who was 
there, that he counted about twenty-fve.— Our loſs, two he 
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ed, and ten- or twelve wounded ; : among the latter, mejor 
Greene, whoſe recovery is very doubtful. 

On wedneſday there was alſo a ſmart Kirmiſh between a 
party of colonel Hand's riflemen, —about two hundred and for- 
ty,—and nearly the fame number of Heſſian chaſſeurs, in which 
the latter were put to the rout. Our men buried *en of them 
on the field, and took two priſoners, one badly wounded. © We 
ſuſtained no other loſs than dr. one lad wounded, ſuppoſed 
" mortally. 

The ſhips of war that are in the North-river, fell down yeſ- 
terday morning or the evening before, to Dobbs's ferry, to 
prevent our bringing ſtores from below by water, and the re- 
moval of thoſe that are landed there. As ſoon as the waggons, 
employed in bringing the baggage and ſtores of general Lee's 
diviſion, are diſengaged, they will be immediately ſent to aſſiſt 
thoſe already there to remove them. 

On ſaturday night we had the misfortune to loſe one of the 
new ſhips intended to be ſunk for obſtructing the channel. She 
parted her cables in a ſevere ſquall, when properly ballaſted, 
and bilged as ſoon as ſhe truck the ſhore. The other ſhip was 
funk well ; and yeſterday morning two brigs, both _ were 
ſent down for the ſame purpoſe. 

About two o'clock this afternoon, intelligence was brought 
to head-quarters that three or four detachments of the enemy 
were an their march, and had advanced within about four miles 
of this place. It has been fully confirmed fince by a variety 
of perſons who have been out to reconnoitre.— Their number 
cannot be aſcertained : but it is generally conjectured that the 
detachments are or will be ſucceeded by as many columns com- 
poſing their main hody.—Our drums have beat to arms, and 
the men are ordered to their ſeveral poſts. —Moſt probably 
ſome important event is upon the eve of taking place; I hope 
it will be victory in favor of our arms.—General Lee, with his 
diviſion, has not got up; but J hear he is on his march. 

Experiment having proved it difficult, if not impoſſible, to 
prevent the enemy from poſſeſſing the navigation of the North- 
river, and rendering the communication, and intercourſe be- 
tween the ſtates divided by it extremely hazardous and preca- 
rious by means of their ſhips of war, it has become a matter of 
importagt conſideration how to remedy the evil, and to guard 

ainſt the conſequences which may reſult from it. I am 

6 6) eh by his excellency to mention it to Congreſs as a mat- 
ter that has employed much of his thought, and that ſeems 
worthy of the moſt ſerious attention, He has communicated 
it 
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it to ſeveral of the gederel and other officers, and to many gen- 
tlemen of ſenſe and diſcernment, who all agree with him, not 
only upon the propriety, but the abſolute neteſſity that two 
diſtinct armies ſhould be formed, —one to act particularly in the 
ſtates which lie on the eaſt, the other in thoſe that are on the 
ſouth of the river ;—the whole however to be raiſed on a2 
neral plan, and not to be confined to any particular place „ 
the terms of enliſtment. Theſe matters, —the apparent difficul- 
ty and perhaps impracticability of ſuccours being thrown' acroſs 
the river while the enemy can command it, —have induced his 
excellency to ſubmit the meaſures to their conſideration, not 
knowing how their operations may be directed, and foreſeeing 
that innumerable evils may ariſe if a reſpectable force is not 
appointed to oppoſe their arms, wherever they are carried. 
1 _— the honor to be, in great haſte, &c. 
R. H. Hansson. 


1 White-Plains, Ofober 29, 1776. 


THE ſituation of our affairs not permitting his excelleticy 
to write himſelf, I have it in charge to inform you, that, on 
yeſterday morning about ten o'clock, the enemy appeared in 
feveral large columns in our front, and, from their firſt- move- 
ments, ſeemed as if they meant an attack there. However, 
halting for a little time, their main body filed off to the left, 
and preſently began a moſt ſevere and inceſſant cannonade, at a 
part of our troops who had taken poſt on a hill, with a view of 
throwing up ſome lines. At the fame time they advanced. in 
two diviſions, and, after a ſmart engagement for about a War- 
ter of an hour, obliged our men to give way. 


Our loſs is not certainly known; but, from conjeſture, is be⸗ by 


tween four and five hundred in killed, wounded, and I 
What theirs was, we have not heard. 

After gaining the hill- (upon which they are intrenching) and 
leaving a ſufficient number of men and artillery to prevent our 
repoſſeſſing it, they proceeded to advance by our left; and, as 
far as I can diſcover, their poſts or emcampments now form 
nearly a ſemicircle, It is evident their deſign is to get in our 
rear according to their original plan. Every meaſuze is taking 
to prevent them: but the removal of our baggage, &c. is at- 
tended with infinite difficulty and delays. 

Our poſt, from its ſituation, is not ſo advantageous as could 


be wiſhed, and was only intended as temporary and — 
| ti 
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till the ſtores belonging to the army, which had been depoſited 


here, could be removed. The enemy coming on ſo ſuddenly 
has diſtreſſed us much. They are now cloſe at hand, and moſt 

| probably will in a little time commence their ſecond attack : 

we expect it every hour: — perhaps it 1s n 1 have {gas | 
heard the report of ſome cannan, x} 


| I have the honor to be, &c. R. 2M. dann. 


SIR, 2685 | | White-Plains Oftober 37, 2s. - 
SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the twenty 


ninth inſtant, no event of importance has occurred. The ene 
my are throwing up ſome lines and redoubts in our front, with 
a view of cannonading as ſoon as they are ready; and at the 
ſame time are extending their wings farther by our right and 
left. It is ſuppoſed that one of their objects is to advance a 

part of their troops, and ſeize on the bridge over Croton river, 
that the communication may be cut off with the upper country. 
To prevent this, a part of our force is detached, with orders to 

proceed with the utmoſt expedition, and to ſecure the _ ** 

poſſible. 

We are trying to remove, to guard againſt their deſigns; but” 
are greatly impeded by reaſon of the ſcarcity of Waggons in 
proportion to our baggage and ſtores. Every exertion bas 
been employed to obtain a ſyfficiency ; but they cannot be had 
in this part of the country. The quarter-maſter has ſent to 
Connecticut to get a ſupply if poſſible. | 

Our army is decreaſing faſt. Several gentlemen, who have 
come to camp within a few days, have obſerved large numbers 
of militia returning home on the different roads: nor are any 

meaſures taken as yet to raiſe the new army, no commiſſions 
having come from the ſtates to appoint or ſignify the nominati- 
on of their officers. If this was done, perhaps many who are 
now here might be induced to engage but at pan there are 
none authoriſed to recruit. | 

His excellency would have wrote himſelf by the enten who 
carries this (to the care of general Greene) ; but his atttention 
is totally engaged 1 in ordering the affairs of the army, and the 
beſt mode for its removal. 


I have the honor to be, Kc. 5 R. H. HARRISON, 


Whites 
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be | 
Ste, ; 4 WTR OR TIE Mute. Plains, November. I, 1776. 


IAM directed by his excellency to acknowledge his re- 
ceipt of your favor of the twenty-eighth ultimo, which came 
to hand yeſterday evening, and to tranſmit you a copy of the 
letter J had the honor of writing you by the Boſton expreſs, 
by his command. Had the expreſs been charged with no other 
letter, the loſs would not have been attended with any material 
injury to us, or advantage to the enemy, provided it ſhould 
come to their hands: but there were others from his excel- 
lency, of a very intereſting nature, the miſcarriage of which 
gives him much concern. As the bundle was taken away in fo 
ſudden and ſecret a manner, I fear there is but little hope of 
recovering it, —being done moſt probably for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of furniſhing the enemy with intelligence, and a ſtate of 
our army. Beſides his excellency's letters, the moſt material 
of which was to Mr. Rutledge, there were fi ve or fix more from 
the gentlemen of his family. + 
| My letters of the twenty-ninth. and of yeſterday, which I 
had the honor of addreſſing you, will give a pretty full account 
of our fituation, and of every matter reſpecting this army, an- 
tecedent to this date. I only omitted to mention that we have 
taken thirteen of the Waldeckers, and that, for ſeveral days 
paſt, our ſcouting parties have brought in one, two, or three 
priſoners. In addition to theſe, we have every et a deſerter 
.or two. 

About fix o'clock this morning, a meſſenger arrived from lord 
Stirling (who is with his brigade between two and three miles 
from White-Plains, on our right, and rather nearer the North- 
river) with intelligence that the enemy were advancing towards 
him in two columns. This information has carried his excel- 
lency and aids out. The reſult of their movement I have not 
heard : but moſt likely they are purſuing their original deſign 
of getting by our flanks and ſeizing the heights above us. E- 
very precaution is taking to prevent them, and to hurry away 
our ſtores to a more interior part of the country. 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. HARRISO. 

P. 8. His excellency has juſt returned, and ſays the alarm 
was premature. It aroſe from ſome of lord Stirling's advanced 
guards ſeeing a body of our men who had been ordered to rein- 
force him, who were ſuppoſed to be the enemy. His excel- 
lency is very apprehenſive that the army will be greatly diſ- 
treſſed for want of proviſion, particularly in the article of flour, 
owing to the water-conveyance, both in the North and Eaſt- 

river 
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river, being in the enemy's poſſeſſion. He has wrote to the 
convention of this ſtate, and directed Mr. Trubull, that their 


utmoſt exertions in this inſtance may be ufed: There is a good 


deal of flour on the Jerley fide: but there is no other way to 


get it, but by carting and ferrying it over to Peekſkill. This 


I bave wrote to general Greene 10 have dgne, by —— 
* $ een. | 


Sm, 1 Mpite-Plaint, November 3, 1775. 
BW -command' of his excellency, 1 have the honor to in- 
form you that our ſituation is nearly the ſame as when I had 
the pleaſure of writing you laſt, It is altered in no anſtance; 
unleſs in the number of our troops, which is every day decreal- 
ing by their moſt ſcandalous deſertion and return home, Ihe 
incloſed letter from general Parſons, who 3s ſtationed near the 
Saw-pits, and which his excelleney directed me to tranſmit, 
will inform you of the prevaleney 4 thas n practice. 
I have the honor to be, &. R. H. HARRISON, * 


4% To the Board of War. = 


" Conrzaurs, White-Plains, Nov. 4, 1236 


BV command of bis an I have the honor to ac- 
9 his receipt of your favor of the twenty - fourth ulti. 
mo, and to inform you that he eſteems the plan you propoſe to 
lay before Congreſs, for preventing more rations being drawn 
than may be due, well calculated to anſwer the end. That 
reſpeQing the ſick ſeems to him not entirely perfect. The cap- 
tains or commanders of companies are prohibited from drawing 
pay for ſuch fick as may be diſcharged from the hoſpitals as un- 
fit for ſervice. If, during their ſtay, and before it can be 
known whether their caſe will or will not admit of their return, 


it ſhoutd become neceflary to make up a regimental pay . 


in what manner are the officers to make up their rolls? are 
they to include the ſick, or not? 

As this is a caſe w hich may and muſt of neceſſity frequently 
happen, it appears to his excellency that the intended regula- 
tions ſhould be more general, and reſtrain the officers from in- 
cluding in their pay- abſtracts or rolls all the ſick they ſend to 


the hoſpitals, and the pay due 'em previous to their going. In 
. | ſuch. 


I 
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fach caſe, thoſe who are diſcharged as unfit for ſervice may receive 
their pay as intended; and thoſe who return to duty can ob- 
tain what was due to chen when the regiment was paid, by ap- 
plying to the paymaſter with the officer and ſurgeon's certifi - 
cates, or be included in a ſubſequent abſtraddt. The inconvenien- 
ces and abuſes which are deſigned to be remedied by theſe re- 
gulations, his excellency does not apprehend to ariſe ſo much 
from neceſſity (as incident to the nature of armies), as from the 
imperfect inſtitution of the preſent, and the great mixture and 
diverſity of troops aeg it, and alſo from the inattention 
of the officers. *, * 

The defenceleſs ſtate of a as communicated by 
the commute: ſafety to your honorable body, is a matter of. 
much concern to his excellency, who is not a little aggravat- 

ed by the part too many ſeem ready to take, in favor of the e- 
nemy. He truſts, however, the defection will be too inconſi- 
derable to threaten any alarming conſequences. | 

Before the receipt of your letter, his excellency had wrote 
to the commanding officer of the Virginia regiments at Tren- 
ton, directing him to march them 10 rward towards general 
| Greene's poſt, and there remain under his command till fur- 
ther orders, unleſs ſpecial inſtructions had been or ſhould be 
given to the contrary by Congrels, or for their particular deſti · 
nation. 

Agreeable to your requeſt, his excellency has conſulted with 
general Lee upon the beſt mode for employing the French gen- 
tlemen, and making them ſerviceable. © The reſult is that they 
ſhould be appointed to regiments by Congreſs according to the 
ranks they have been pleaſed to give them, and with the ſame 
pay as is allowed other officers in ſuch caſes. - Their want of 
our language i is rather an objection: but it is hoped they will 
attain a ſufficient knowledge of it, ere it be long, to be of great 
ſervice ; ; and that, in the interim, their advice and afliſtance 
in directing of works may be of uſe where they may be ſtation- 
ed — With * reſpect, I have the honor to be, &c. 

X. H. Ae 


— — 


Sxx, Mdite- Plaine, November 6, 1776. 
| I HAVE the honor to inform you that on yeſterday 


morning the enemy made a ſudden and unexpected movement. 
from the as: poſts they had taken in our front. They 
| | broke 

I 1 | 
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broke up their whole encampments the preceding night, and 
ha ve advanced towards Kingſbridge and the North- liver. The 


deſign of this manceuvre is a matter of much conjecture and 


and ſpeculation, and cannot be accounted for with any degree 


of certainty. The grounds we had taken poſſeſſion of were 


ſtrong and advantageous, and ſuch as they could not have gain- 


ed without much loſs of blood in caſe an attempt had been 


made. I had taken every precaution to prevent their out- 
flanking us ;—which may have led to the preſent meafure. 
They may ſtill have in view their oxiginal plan, and, by a ſud- 
den wheel, try to accompliſh it. Detachments are conſtantly 
out to obſerve their motions, and to harraſs them as much as 
Poſſible. | I 35 

In conſequence of this movement I called a council of gene- 
ral officers to- day, to conſult of ſuch meaſures as ſhould be a- 


dopted in caſe they purſued their retreat to New-York ; the 


reſult of which is herewith tranſmitted. In reſpect to myſelf, 
I cannot indulge an idea that general Howe, ſuppoling he is go- 
ing, to New-York, means to cloſe the campaign, and to fit 
down, attempting ſomething more. I think it highly probable, 
and almoſt certain, that he will make a deſcent with a part of 
his troops into. Jerſey 3 and, as ſoon as I am ſatisfied that the 
preſent manceuvre is real and not a feint, I ſhall uſe every 
means in my power to forward a part of our force to counter- 
act his deſigns: nor ſhall I be diſappointed if he ſends a detach- 
ment to the ſouthward for the purpoſe of making a winter cam- 
paign. ity kts la 

| the information I have received, there is now a nvm- 
ber of tranſports at Red-Hook, with about three thouſand 
troops on board. Their deſtination, as given out, is to Rhode- 
Iſland ; but this ſeems altogether improbable for various rea- 
ſons: among others, the ſeaſon is much againſt it. In the 
ſouthern ſtates they will find it milder, and much more favora- 
ble for their purpoſes. I ſhall take the liberty of mentioning 
that it may not be improper to ſuggeſt the probability of ſuch 
a meaſure to the aſſemblies and conventions in thoſe ſtates, that 


they may be on their guard, —and the propriety of their eſta- 


bliſhing and laying up magazines of proviſions and other neceſſa- 
ries in ſuitable places. This is a matter of exceeding import- 
ance, and what cannot be too much attended to. 

From the approaching diſſolution of the army, and the de- 
parture of the new levies which is on the eve of taking place, 
and the little proſpect of levying a new one in time, I have 
wrote to the caſtern ſtates by the unanimous advice of the ge- 

4 | : ; neral 
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neral officers, to forward ſupplies of militia in the room of thoſe 
that are now here, and who, it is feared, will not be prevailed 
en to ſtay any longer than the time they are engaged for. The 
propriety of this application, I truſt, will appear, when it is 
known that not a fingle officer is yet commiſſioned to recruit, 
and when it is conſidered how eſſential it is to keep up fome 
ſhew of force and ſhadow of an army. 

I expect the enemy will bend their force againſt Fort-Waſh- 
ington, and inveſt it immediately. From ſome advices it is an 
object that will attract their earlieſt attention. 

I am happy to inform you, that, in the engagement on mon- 
day ſe'nnight, I have reaſon to believe our loſs was by tb 
means ſo conſiderable as was conjectured at firſt. By ſowe de- 
ſerters and priſoners we are told, that of the enemy was tolera- 
bly great; ſome accounts make it about four hundred in killed 
and wounded : all agree that among the former there was a co- 
lonel Carr of the thirty-fifth regiment. 

The force that will be ſent to Jetſey after I am ſatisfied of 
Mr. Howe's retreat, in addition to thoſe now there, accordin 
to my preſent opinion, will make it neceſſary for me to go with 
them, to put things in a proper channel, and ſuch a way of de- 
fence as ſhall ſeem moſt probable to check the progreſs of the 
enemy, in caſe they ſhould wr hp a r there, or a move 
toward Philadelphia. ' | 


- ante: the n to be, &c. | G. W. 
To the Board ef War. 
GENTLEMEN, White-Plains, November 8, 1776. 


I HAVE been favored with yours of the thirty-firſt ul- 
timo, by monſieur Laytaniac, and muſt take the liberty of re- 
ferring you to my former letters upon the ſubje& of providing 
for the French gentlemen who ſhall incline to enter the ſervice 
of the ſtates. 'To me it appears that one or two modes muſt be 
adopted ; they muſt either be appointed to places in ſome of 
the regiments, or formed into a diſtinct corps. The former 
was adviſed as the moſt eligible in reſpect to the gentlemen 
who were here before. It requires time to form an accurate 
opinion of the merits of an officer; and the preſent ſituation of 
the army will not allow me to pay a particular attention ts 


monſieur Laytaniac, or ou notice as he may wiſh to receive, 
| or 
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or I to give: nor Is-there any way of only his: ſlay: here a | 
reeable. 


EY bare the honor to be, &c, - r Nn G. w. 


- Six, i e White-Plains, November , 1776. 


ä I HAVE the honor to tranſmit you a copy of a letter from 
general Gates to general Schuyler, an | of another paper con- 
taining intelligence reſpecting the northren army and the ſitua- 
tion of the enemy in that department. They this minute came 
to hand; and to them I beg leave to refer you for particulars. 

By every information I can obtain, and the accounts I had 
laſt night by two deſerters who were very intelligent and parti. 
cular, general Howe till has in view an expedition to the Jer- 
ſeys, and i is preparing for it with the greatelt induſtry. I have 
detached the firit diviſion of our troops which was thought ne- 
_ -ceflary to be ſent, -and which I hope will croſs the river at 
Peekikill to-day. - The ſecond, I expe&, will all march this e- 
vening; and to-morrow morning I propole to follow myſelf, in 
order to put things in the beſt train I can, and to give him eve- 
ry poſſible oppoſition.— I hope (when the two diviſions arrive, 
and are joined to ſuch other force as I expect to collect) to 
check his progreſs and prevent him from penetrating any diſt- 
apce from the river, if not to oblige him to return immediately 
; mx ſome loſs. Whatever i 1s in my er to rr ſhall be 

one. 


17 have the honor to o be, Ag | | G. W 


Sig, | Peelſtil, November 11, 8 


1 HAVE only ti time to acknowledge the honor of your let- 
ter of the fifth inſtant, and its ſeveral incloſures, and to inform 
vou, that, agreeable to the reſolves of Congreſs, I ſhall uſe e- 
very meaſure in my power that the moving and preſent confuſ- 
ed ſtate of the army will admit of, to appoint officers for re- 
cruiting. 

Vou will have been adviſed, before this, of the . of 
| e een from the Maflachuſetts. Others have come from 
Connecticut; but, from the preſent appearance of things, we 
ſeem but little if any nearer to levying an army. I had antici- 
pated the reſolve reſpecting the militia, by writing to the eait- 
ern ſtates and to the Jerſey, by the adviſe of my general offi- 

* 
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«cers, and from a conſciouſneſs of the neceſſity of getting in 2 
number of men if poſſible, to keep up the appearance of? an ar- 
my. How my applications will ſucceed, the event muſt deter- 
mine. I have little or no reaſon to expect that the militia now 
here will remain a day longer than the time they firſt engaged 

for. I have recommended their ſtay, and requeſted it in gene- 

ral orders. General Lincoln and the Maſſachuſetts commiſſi- 
oners are uſing their intereſt with thoſe from that ſtate : but, 

-as far as I can judge, we cannot rely on their ſtaying. - 

1 left White-Plains about eleven o'clock yeſterday — 
peace then. The enemy appeared to be preparing for their 
expedition to Jerſcy according to every information. What 
their deſigns are, or whether their r e conduct is not a feint, 
I cannot determine. 

The Maryland and Virginia trobps under lord Sterling have 
erelles the river, as have part of thoſe from the Jerſey: the re- 
mainder are now embarking. The troops, Judged neceſſary to 
ſecure the ſeveral poſts through the Highlands, have alſo got 
up. I am going to examine the paſſes, and direct ſuch works 
as may appear neceſſary; after which, and making the beſt diſ- 

poſition I can of things in this quarter, ! intend to een to 

Jerſey, which I expect to do to-morrow. 

- - The aſſemblies of Maſſachuſetts and CoumbAteuy, to induce 
.their men more readily to engage in the ſervice, have voted'an 
advance pay of twenty ſhillings per month, in addition to that 
allowed by the Congreſs to privates. It may perhaps be the 
means of their levying the quotas exacted from them ſooner 
than they could otherwiſe have been raiſed : but I'am of opini- 
on, a more fatal and miſtaken policy could not have entered 
their councils, or one more detrimental to the general cauſe. 
The influence of the vote will become continental, and materi- 
ally affect the other ſtates in making up their levies. If they 
could do it, I am certain, when the troops come to act toge- 
ther, that jealouſy, i impatience and mutiny, would neceſſarily a- 
riſe. A different pay cannot exiſt in the ſame army. The rea- 
ſons are obvious, and experience has proved their foree in the 
caſe of the eaſtern and ſouthern troops laſt ſpring. . Senfi- 
ble of this, and of the pernicious conſequences that would in- 
evitably reſult from the advance, I have prevented the com- 

miſſioners from proceeding or publiſhing their terms till they 

could obtain the ſenſe of Congreſs upon the ſubject, and remon- 
ſtrated againſt it in a letter to governor Trumbull. I am not 
ſingular in opinion: I have the concurrence of all the general 
officers, of its fatal tendency, | 
| 4 congra- 
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1 I congratulate you and Congreſs upon the news from Ticon- 
\ deroga, and that general Carleton and his army have been obli- 
ged to return to Canada without attempting any thing. 


I have the honpr to be, &c, | G.W. 
Stn, | General Greene's Duarters, Nov. 14, 1776. 


— 


I HAVE the honor to inform you of my arrival here yeſ- 
terday, and that the whole of the troops belonging to the ſtates, 
which lay ſouth of Hudſon's river, and which were in New- 
York government, have paſſed over to this fide, except the re- 
giment, lately colonel Smallwood's, which I expect is now on 
their march. : 2 

That they may be ready to check any incurſions the enemy 
may attempt in this neighborhood, I intend to quarter them at 
Brunſwic, Amboy, Elizabeth-rown, Newark, and about this 
place, unleſs Congreſs ſhould conceive it neceſſary for any of 
them to be ſtationed at or more contiguous to Philadelphia. 
In ſuch caſe they will be pleaſed to ſignify their pleaſure.” 
There will be very few of them after the departure of thoſe 
who were engaged for the flying camp, which is faft approach- 
ing. The diſpofition I have mentioned ſeems to me well cal- 
culated for the end propoſed, and alſo for their accommoda- 
tion. | \ 45.4 Ws Os 

The movements and deſigus of the enemy are not yet under- 
ſtood. Various are the. opinions and reports on this head. From 
every information, the whole have removed from Dobbs's fer- 
ry towards Kingſbridge ; and it ſeems to be generally believed 
on all hands, that the inveſting of Fort-Waſhington is one ob- 
ject they have in view: but that can eniploy but a ſmall part of 
their force. Whether they intend a fouthren expedition, muſt 
| be determined by time: to me there appears a probability of 
| it, Which ſeems to be favored by the advices we have that ma- 
ny tranſports are. wooding and watering, General Greene's 

letter would give you the ſubſtance of the intelligence brought 
by Mr. Merſereau from Staten-Iſland in this inſtance, which he 
received before it came to me. | : 18 

Incloſed you have copies of two letters from general Howe, 
and of my anſwer to the firſt of them. The letter alluded to, 
and returned in his laſt, was one from myſelf to Mrs. Waſhing- 
ton, of the twenty-fifth ultimo, from whence I conclude that all 
the letters which went by the Boſton expreſs have come to his 


poſſeſſion. * You will alſo perceive that general Howe has re- 
queſted 
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queſted. the return. of Peter Jack, a ſervant to major Stewart; 
to which I have conſented, as he was not in the military line, 
and the requiſition agreeable to the cuſtom of war. This ſer- 
vant having been ſent to Philadelphia with the Waldeckers and 

other priſoners, I muſt requeſt the favor of you to have him con- 
veyed to general Greene by the earlieſt opportunity, in order 
that he may be returned to his maſter. 

Before I conclude, I beg leave not only to ſuggeſt but to 
urge the neceſſity of increaſing our field artillery very conſider- 
ably. Experience has convinced. me, as it has every gentleman 
of diſcernment in this army, that, while we remain ſo much in- 
ferior to the enemy in this inſtance, we muſt carry on the war 
under infinite diſadvantages, and without the ſmalleſt probabili- 
ty of ſucceſs. It has been peculiarly owing to the ſituation of 
the country where their operations have been conducted, and 
to the rough and ſtrong grounds we poſſeſſed ourſelves of, and 
over which they had to paſs, that they have not carried their 
arms, by means of their artillery, to a much greater extent. 
When theſe difficulties ceaſe by changing the ſcene of action to 
a level campaign country, the worſt of conſequences are to be 
apprehended. I would therefore, with the concurrence of all 
the officers whom I have ſpoken to upon the ſubject, ſubmit to 
the conſideration. of Congreſs whether immediate meafures 
ought not to be taken for procuring a reſpectable train, | 

: It is agreed on all hands that each battalion ſhould be fur- 
niſhed at leaſt with two. pieces, and that a ſmaller number than a 
hundred of three pounds, fifty of fix pounds, and fifty of twelve 
pounds, ſhould not be provided, in addition to thoſe: we now 
have. Beſides theſe, if ſome eighteen and twenty-four-pound- 
ers are ordered, the train will be more ſerviceable and complete. 
The whole ſhould be of brafs, for the moſt obvious reafons 
they will be much more portable, not half ſo liable to burſt ; 
and, when they do, no damage is oceaſioned by it, and they may 
be caſt over again. The fizes before deſcribed ſhould: be parti- 
cularly attended to: if they are not, there will be great reaſon 
to expect miſtakes and confuſion in the charges in time of acti- 
on, as it has frequently happened in the beſt-regulated armies. 
The diſparity between thoſe I have mentioned and ſuch as are 
of an intermediate fize is difficult to diſcern, | 
It is alſo agreed that a regiment of artilleriſts, with approved 
and experienced officers, ſhould be obtained if poſſible, and ſome 
engineers of known reputation and abilities. I am ſorry to ſay, 
too ready an indulgence hes been had to ſeveral appointments in 


the 
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the latter inſtance, and that men have bren Cs; who ſcem 
to me to know but little if any thing of the buſineſs. 

Perhaps this train, &c. may be looked upon by ſome as large 
and expenſive. True, it will be ſo : but when it is conſidered 
that the enemy, having effected but little in the courſe of the 
preſent campaign, will uſe their utmoſt efforts to ſubjucate us 
in the next, every conſideration of that fort ſhould be diſregard- 
ed, and every poſſible preparation made to fruſtrate their“ * 
attempts. How they are to be procured, is to be inquired into. 
— That we cannot provide them among ourſelves, or more than 
a xery ſmall proportion, ſo triffing as not to deſerve our notice, / 
is evident. Therefore I would adviſe, with all imaginable de- 
ference, that, without any abatement of our own internal ex- 
ertions, application ſhould be immediately made to ſuch pow- 
ers as can and may be willing to ſupply them. They cannot 
be obtained too early, if ſoon enough: and I am told they may 
be eaſily had from France and Holiand. ö 

Mr. Trumbull the commiſſary- general has eee meati- 
oned to me of late the inadequacy of his pay to his trouble and 
the great riſk he is ſubje& to on account of the large ſums of 
money which paſs through his hands. He has ſtated his caſe 
with a view of laying it before Congreſs and obtaining a more 
adequate compenſation, My ſentiments upon the. ſubje& are 
already known: but yet I ſhall take the liberty to add that I 
think his complaint to be well founded, and his pay, conſider- 
ing the important duties and riſks of his office, by no means 
ſufficient, and that the footing he ſeems to think it ſhould be 
pens bimſelf, appears juſt and reaſonable. 

A propoſition having been made long ſince to general Howe 
bd agreed to by him, for an exchange of priſoners in conſe- 


quence of the reſolutions of Congrels to that effect, I ſhall be 


extremely happy if you will give directions to the committees . 


and thoſe having the charge of priſoners in the ſeveral ſtates 
ſouth of Jerſey, to tranſmit me proper liſts of the names of all 
the commiſſioned officers, and of their ranks and the corps they 
belong to; alſo the number of non-commiſſioned and privates, 
and their reſpective regiments. You will perceive by his let- 
ter, he ſuppoſes me to have affected ſome delay, or to have 
been unmindful of the propoſition I had made. ö 
I propoſe to ſtay in this neighborhood a few days, in which 


time I expect the deſigns of the enemy will be more diſcloſed, 


and their incurſions. be made in this quarter, or their inveſti- 
ture of Fort-Waſhington, if they are intended. 

have the honor to be, Kc, G. W. 

| To . 
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To the Board of Mar. 


= 


General Greene's Duarters, November 15, 1776. 


GENTLEMEN, 


ON wedneſday evening I received the favor of your letter 
of the eighth inſtant, in conſequence of which I ſtopped the 
flag that was going in with the ladies you mention, pointing 
out to them the neceſſity of the meaſure, and recommending 
them to write to their huſbands and connections to obtain ge- 
neral Howe's aſſurances for the releaſe of Mrs. Lewis, and Mrs. 
Robinſon and her children, with their baggage, as the condition 
on which they will be permitted to go in themſelves. Theſe. 
terms I can only extend to Mrs. Barrow and Mrs. Kemp who 
had never obtained my leave: Mrs. Watts had, and my pro- 
miſe that ſhe ſhould go in. The whole however were prepared 
to go, when the letter reached Newark. — The mode I have 
adopted ſeems moſt likely, and the only proper one, to procure 

the enlargement of our ladies, which I wiſh for much. 


I am, gentlemen, with great reſpect, &c. G. W. 
To the Board of " 
GENTLEMEN, . bb Hackinſac, November 1 5, 1776. 


HAVING given my promiſe to general Howe, on his a 
plication, that Peter Jack, a ſervant of major Stewart, _ 
was ſent to Philadelphia with the Waldeckers and other priſoners 
and who has nothing to do in the military line, ſhould be return- 
ed to his maſter agreable to the uſage of war in ſuch cafes, —[ 
muſt take the liberty to requeſt the favor of you to have him 
conveyed to general Greene by the earlieſt opportunity, that 
he may be forwarded to his maſter in compliance with my pro- 
miſe. i 

I alſo wiſh that you would have all the Britiſh priſoners col- 
lected that you conveniently can, and ſent to me as ſoon as 
poſſible with the Heſſian prifoners, that I may exchange them. 
The return of the letter I think will he attended with many ſalu- 
tary conſequences : but, ſhould it be made without that of a 
large proportion of other troops, it will carry the marks of de. 
ſign, and occafion precautions to be taken to prevent the ends 
we have in view, —l have the honor to be, &c. G. 

| es K k General 
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SIR, General Greene's Duarters, Nov. 16, 1776. 


SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you laſt, an impor- 
tant event has taken place, of which I wiſh to give you the ear- 
lieſt intelligence. | PACT Tg 

The preſervation of the paſſage of the North-river was an 
object of ſo much conſequence that I thought no pains or ex- 
penſe too great for that purpoſe : and therefore, after ſending 
off all the valuable ſtores except ſuch as were neceſſary for its 
defence, I determined, agreeable to the advice of moſt of the 
general officers, to riſk ſomething to defend the poſt on the eaſt 
ſide, called Mount-Waſhington. Let oe, . 

When the army moved up in conſequence of general Howe's 
landing at Frog- point, colonol Magaw was left on that com- 
mand, with about twelve hundred men, and orders given to de- 
fend it to the laſt, Afterwards, reflecting upon the ſmallneſs 
of the garrifon, and the difficulty of their holding it if general 
Howe ſhould fall down upon it with his whole force, I wrote 
to general Greene who had the command on the Jerſey ſhore, 
directing him to govern himſelf by circumſtances, and to retain 
or evacuate the poſt as he ſhould think beft, and revoking the 
abſolute order to colonel Magaw to defend the poſt to the laſt 
extremity, —General Greene, ſtruck with the importance of 
the poſt, and the diſengagement which our evacuation of poſts 
muſt neceſſarily have given, reinforced colonel Magaw with de- 
tachments from ſeveral regiments of the flying camp, but chief- 
1 of Pennſylvania, ſo as to make up the number about two 
thouſand. | wh | © 

In this ſituation things were yeſterday, when general Howe 
_ demanded the ſurrendry of the parriſon, to which colonel Ma- 
gaw returned a ſpirited refuſal. Immediately upon receiving 
an account. of this tranſaction, I came from Hackinſac to this 
Place, and had partly croſſed the North-river when I met ge- 
neral Putnam and general Greene, who were juſt returning 
from thence, and informed me that the troops were in high 
fpirits, and would make a good defence: and it being late at 
night, I returned. 

Early this morning colonel Magaw poſted his troops partly 
in the lines thrown up by our army on our firſt coming thither 
from New-York, and partly on a commanding hill lying north 
of Mount-Wathington,—the lines being all to the ſouthward. 
In this poſition the attack began about ten o'clock, which our 
troops ſtood, and returned the fire in ſuch a manner as gave 
me great hopes the enemy was entirely repulſed. But at this 

| . time 
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time a body of troops croſſed Haerlem-river in boats, and land- 
ed inſide of the ſecond lines, qur troops being then engaged in 
the Gals 1 | Ts | | 
Colonel Cadwallader, who commanded in the lines, ſent off 
a detachment to oppoſe chem: but they, being overpowered . 
by numbers, gave way; upon which, colonel Cadwallader/or- 
dered his troops to retreat in order to gain the fort. It was 
done with much confuſion; and the enemy crofling over came 
in upon them in ſuch a manner, that a number of them ſurren- 
dered, 1 
At this time the Heſſians advanced on the north ſide of the 
fort in very large bodies. They were received by the troops 
poſted there, with proper ſpirit, and kept back a coniiderable 
time: but at length they were alſo obliged to ſubmit to a ſu- 
perioxity of numbers, and retire under the cannon of the fort. 
The enemy, having advanced thus far, halted ; and immedi- 
ately a flag went in, with a repetition of the demand of the 
fortreſs, as I ſuppoſe, - At this time I ſent a billet to colonel 
Magaw, directing him to hold out, and I would endeavor this 
evening to bring off the garriſon, if the fortreſs could not be 
maintained, as I did not expect it could, the enemy being poſ- 
ſeſſed of the adjacent ground. But, before this reached him, 
he had entered too far into a treaty, to retract: after which, 
colonel Cadwallader told another meflengex who went over, 
that they had been able to obtain no other terms than to ſur- 
render as priſoners of war. In this ſituation matters now ſtand. 
I have ſtopped general Beall's and geneal Heard's brigades, to 
preſerve the poſt and ſtores here; which, with the other troops, 
J hope we ſhall be able to effect. | 35 
I do not yet know the numbers killed or wounded on either 
nde: but, from the heavineſs and continuance of the fire in 
ſome places, I imagine there muſt have been conſiderable exe- 
cution. ; 
The loſs of ſuch a number of officers and men, many of 
whom have been trained with more than common attention, 
will, I fear, be ſeverely felt; but, when that of the arms and 
accoutrements is added, much more ſo; and muſt be a further 
Incentive to procure as conſiderable a ſupply as poſſible for the 
new troops, as ſoon as it can be done. 


J have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Hackin/ac, 


360 © GENERAL WASHINGTON“ 


rx, „„ Hacliſac, November 19, 1776. 


I HAVE not yet been able to obtain a particular account 
of the unhappy affair of the ſixteenth, nor of the terms on 
which the garriſon ſurrendered. The intelligence that has 
come to hand is not ſo full and accurate as I could with. One 
of the artillery, whoſe information is moſt direct, and who eſ- 
caped on ſunday night, ſays the enemy's loſs was very conſi- 
derable, eſpecially in the attack made above the fort by the 
divifion of Heſſians that marched from Kingſbridge, and where 
Heutenant-colonel Rawlins, of the late colonel Stephenſon's 

regiment, was poſted, HARE X 392 n 
They burned yeſterday one or two houſes on the heights, and 
contiguous. to the fort, and appeared, by advices from general 
Greene, to be moving in the evening their main body down 
towards the city. Whether they will cloſe the campaign with- 
out attempting fomething more, or make an incurſion into Jer- 
 Tey, muſt be determined by the events themſelves. - _ - | 
As Fart Lee was always conſidered as only neceſſary in con- 
junQion with that on the eaſt fide of the river, to preferve the 
communication. acroſs, and to prevent the enemy from a free 
navigation, it has become of no importance by the Toſs of the 
other, or not ſo material as to employ force for its defence. 
Being viewed in this light, and apprehending that the ſtores 
there would be precariouſly ſituated, their removal has been 

determined on to Boundbrook above Brunſwio, Princeton, 
Springfield, and Aquackenunk-bridge, as places that will not 
be ſubject to ſudden danger in caſe the enemy ſhould paſs the 
river, and which have been thought proper as repoſitories for 
ſome of our ſtores of proviſion and forage. en i 
The troops belonging to the flying camp under generals 
Heard and Beall, with what remains of general Ewing's bri- 
gade, are now at Fort-Lee, where they will continue till the 
ſtores are got away. By the time that is effected, their term 
of enliſtment will be near expiring ; and, if the enemy ſhould 
make a puſh in this quarter, the only troops that there will be 
to — Raf them, will be Hand's, Hazlett's, the regiment from 
Virginia, and that, lately Smallwood's, —the latter greatly re- 
duced. by the loſſes it ſuſtained on Long-Iſland, &. and fick- 
neſs : nor are the, reſt by any means complete. In addition to 
theſe, I am told there are a few of the milita of this ſtate, who 
have been called in by governor Livingſton. I ſhall make 
ſuch a diſpoſition of the whole at Brunſwic and at the interme- 
diate palts, as ſhall ſeem moſt likely to guard againſt _ de- 
gus 
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figns of the enemy, and to prevent them making an irruption 


poo, with detached parties: 


The incloſed letter from colonel Miles and „Atlan will n 5 


Congreſs the diſtreſſed ſituation of our prifoners in New-York; 
and their diſtreſs wilt become greater every day by the cold 
inclement ſeaſon that is approaching. It will be happy if ſome 
expedient can be adopted, by which they may be furniſhed 
with neceſſary blankets and clothing. Humanity and the good 
of the ſervioe require it. I think the mode ſuggeſted by theſe 


_ gentlemen, for eſtabliſhing a credit, appears as likely to ſuc- 


ceed, and as eligible, as any that occurs to me. It is probable 
many articles that may be wanted can be obtained there, and 
upon better terms than elſewhere. Ia reſpect to proviſion, 


their allowance perhaps is as good as the ſituation of general 


Howe's ſtores will admit of: it has been ſaid of late by deſert- 
ers and others that they were rather ſcant. | METS 


By a letter from the pay-maſter-general, of the ſeventeenth, 


he ſays there will be a neceſſity that large and early remittan- 
ces ſhould be made. The demands, when the troops now in 
ſervice are diſmiſſed, will be extremely great. Belides, the 
bounty recruits will require a large ſupply; and he adds that 
the commiſſary-general has informed him, that, between this 
and the laſt of December, he ſhall have occalion for a million 
of dollars. : ' © | OLD | CES een 
November 21,—— The unhappy affair of the ſizteenth has 
been ſucceeded by further misfortunes. Yeſterday mornin 
a large body of the enemy landed between Dobbs's ferry and 


Fort-Lee. Their object was, evidently, to incloſe the whole 


of our troops and ſtores that lay between the North and Hack- 


inſac rivers, which form a very narrow neck of land. For this 


purpoſe, they formed and marched as ſoon as they had 
aſcended the high grounds towards the fort. Upon the firſt 
information of their having landed, and of their movements, 
our men were ordered to meet them: but finding their num. 
bers greatly ſuperior, and that they were extending themſelves 


to ſeize on the paſſes over the river, it was thought prudent 


to withdraw our men; which was effected, and their retreat 
ſecured. We loſt the whole of the cannon that was at the fort 
(except two twelve-pounders) and a great deal of baggage, 
between two and three hundred tents, about a thouſand barrels 
of flour, and other ſtores 1n the quarter-maſter's department: 


This loſs was inevitable. As many of the ſtores had been 


removed as cireumſtances and time would admit of. The am- 
munition had been happily got away. ob 7 AN 
4 | Our 
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Our preſent ſituation between Hackinſac and Paſſaic rivers 
being exactly ſimilar to our late one, and our force here by no 
means adequate to an-oppoſition that wil: promiſe the ſmalleſt 
probability of ſucceſs, we are taking meaſures to retire over 
the waters of the latter, when the beſt diſpoſition will be form- 
ed that circumſtances will admit of. i | 8 
By colonel Cadwallader, who has been permitted by general 
Howe to return to his friends, I am informed the ſurrender of 
the garriſon on the ſixteenth was on the common terms as pri- 
ſoners of war; the loſs of the Heſſians, about three hundred 
privates and twenty-ſeven officers killed and wounded ; about 
' forty of the Britiſh troops, and two or three officers : the loſs 
on our fide but inconfiderable. I beg leave.to refer you to him 
for a more particular account, and alſo for his relation of the 
diſtreſſes of our priſoners. —Colonels Miles and Atlee's letter, 
mentioned above upon this ſubject, was through miſtake ſent 
from hence yeſterday morning. The mode of relief propoſed. 
by them was a credit or ſupply of caſh through the means. of 
Mr. Franks. This ſeems to be doubtful, as he is ſaid to be in 
- confinement by colonel Cadwallader,—provided it would have 
been otherwiſe practicable. - l 75 
J have the honor to be, &c. | . W. 
P. 8. Your favor of the ſixteenth was duly received. —My 
letter to the board of war, on the ſubject of the return of the 
Waldeckers, I preſume you will have ſeen. P24 


4 - 


Sm, | 4 1 Newark, November 2 3, 1776. 


I HAVE not yet heard that any proviſion is making to 
fupply the place of the troops compoling the flying camp, whoſe 
departure is now at hand. The ſituation of our affairs is truly 
critical, and ſuch as requires uncommon exertions on our part. 
From the movements of the enemy, and the information we 
have received, they certainly will make a puſh to poſſeſs them- 

ſelves of this part of the Jerſey.— In order that you may be ful. 
ly appriſed of our weakneſs, and of the neceſſity there is of our 
obtaining early ſuccours, I have by the advice of the general 
officers here, directed general Mifflin to wait on you. He is 
intimately acquainted with our circumſtances, and will repre- 
ſent them better than my hurried ſtate will allow. 

I have wrote to general Lee to come over with the conti- 
nental regiments immediately under his, command: thoſe with 
general Heath I have ordered to ſecure the paſſes through the 

; Highlands. 
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Highlands. I have alſo wrote to governor Livingſton requeſting 


of him ſuck aid as may be in his power; and would ſubmit it' 
to the conſideration of Congreſs whether application ſhould not 
be made for part of Pennſylvania militia to ſtep forth at this 
preſſing time. 

Before I conclude, I would mention, if an early and imme- 
diate ſupply of money could be ſent to Mr. Dalham to pay the 
flying-camp troops, it might have a happy effect. They would 
ſubſiſt themſelves comfortably on their return, provide many 
neceſſaries of which they are are in great want; and moreover 
it might be the means of inducing many, after ſeeing their 
friends, to engage again. 

I expetted, on coming here, to have met with many of the 
militia, but find from inquiry that there are not more than from 
four to five hundred at the different poſts, 

I have the honor to be, &c, G. W. 


8 Newark, November 27, 1776. 


I Do myſelf the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your favors of the twenty-firſt and twenty- fourth, with their ſe- 
veral incloſures: The execution of the reſolves has been and 
will be attended to as far as in my power. 

I have wrote to general Schuyler to ſend down as early as 
poſſible the troops in the northern department from this and the 
ſtate of Pennſylvania. The propoſition for exchanging Mr. 
Franklin for general Thompſon I ſhall ſubmit to general Howe, 
as ſoon as circumſtances will allow me. 

I have nothing in particular to adviſe you off 7 reſpecting the 
enemy, more than that they are advancing this way. Part of 
them have paſſed the Paſſaic; and I ſuppoſe the main body that 


they have on this fide the North- river would have done the ſame 
before now (as they are coming on), had their progreſs not 


been retarded by the weather which has been rainy for ſeveral 
days paſt. I have ſcouts and detachments conſtantly out ts 
harraſs them and watch their motions, and to gain, if poſſible, 
intelligence of their deſigns. 
Colonel Miles, who has been vetinied to go to Philadel- 
phia for a few days by general Howe, will deliver you this, and 
inform you of the diſtreſſes of our priſoners, and the neceſſity 
of effeCting their exchange as far as we have priſoners to give 
in return, 
By a letter from the board of war on the ſubjeQ of an ex- 
change, 
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change, they mention that ſeveral of the priſoners i in our hands- 
have enliſted. It is a meaſure, I think, that cannot be juſtified. 
though the precedent is furniſhed on the fide of the enemy: nor 
do I conceive it good in point of policy. But, as it has been 
done, I ſhall leave it with Congreſs to order them to be return- 
ed or not, as they ſhall judge fit. 

I have the honor to be, &e. ä G. W. 


"Sn, | 7” e November 39, 1776. 


I HAVE been honored with your favor of the twenty⸗ 
fixth, and with its incloſvres, by which I perceive the meaſures 
that have been adopted for forwarding a reinforcement of malitia. 
Their arrival is much. to be - wiſhed, the ſituation of our affairs. 
being truly alarming, and ſuch as demands the earlieſt aids. As 
general MiMin's preſence may have a happy influence on the 

diſpoſition and temper of many of the affociators, I ſhall not 
direct his return ſo long as he can be done without, and till! 1 
becomes indiſpenſably neceflary. 

On thurſday; morning L left Newark, and arzived here Zh 
day with the troops that were there. It was the opinion-of all. 
the generals who were with me, that a retreat to this place was 
requiſite, and founded in neceſſity, as our force was by no means. 
fafficient to make a Rand, with the leaſt probability of ſucceſs, 
againſt an enemy much ſuperior i in number, and whoſe advanced 
guards were entering the town by the time our, rear got out. 
It was the with of all to have remained there longer, and to 
have halted before we came thus far: but, upon due conſidera- 
tion of our ſtrength, the circumſtances attending the enliſtment 
of a great part of our little force, and the frequent advices that 
the enemy were embarking or about to embark another detach- 
ment for Staten-Iſland with a view of landing at Amboy to co- 
operate with this, which ſeemed to be confirmed by the infor- 
mation of ſome perſons who came from the iſland, that they 
were collecting and impreſſing all the waggons they could find, 
it was judged neceſſary to proceed till we came here, not only 
to prevent their bringing a force to act upon our front. and rear, 
but alſo that we might be more convenient to oppoſe any troops 
they might land at South- Amboy, which many conjectured to 
be an object they had in view. This conjecture too had pro- 
bability and ſome advices to ſupport it. 

I hoped we ſhould have met with large and early ſuccours by 


this time; but as yet no great number of the militia of this 
- ſtate 
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ſtate has come in; nor have I much reaſon to expect that any 


confiderable aid will be derived from the counties which lie be- 
yond this river, and in which the enemy are. Their fituation 
will prevent it in a great meaſure from thoſe parts where they 
are, provided the inclinations of the people were good. Add» 
ed to this, I have no affurances that more than a very few of 
the troops compoling the flying camp will remain after the time 
of their engagement is out: ſo far from it, I am told that ſome 
of general Ewing's brigade, who ſtand engaged to the firſt of 
January, are now going away. If thoſe go whoſe ſervice ex- 
pires this day, our force will be reduced to a mere handful. 

From intelligence received this morning, one diviſion of the 
enemy was advanced laft night as far as Elizaberh-town, and 
ſome of their quarter-maſters had proceeded about four or five 
miles on this ſide, to provide barns, &c. for their accommoda- 
tion. Other accounts ſay another divifion, compoſed of Heſſi- 
ans, are on the road through Springfield, and are reported to 
have reached that place laft night. _ I do not know how far 
their views extend; but I doubt not, they mean to puſh every 
advantage reſulting from the ſmall number and ftate of our 
troops. | Em” ne Phe | 

I early began to forward part of the ſtores from this place 
towards Philadelphia. Many are gone: the reſt we ate re- 
moving, and hope to ſecure, ; ITS IE, 
I am, fir, very reſpectfülly, c. „ 

P. S. I have wrote to governor Livingſton, who is exerting 
bimſelf ro throw in every afliſtance, and to have guards placed 
at the ferrites to prevent the return of the ſoldiers Who are not 
diſcharged. e "Hes 5 | 


— 


7 NORSE: 
— — 


To the Board of War. ; 


GENTLEMEN, 


I AM to acknowledge the receipt of your favors of the 
eighteenth, nineteenth, and twenty-third inftant, which, from 
the unſettled fituation of our affairs, I have not been able to an- 
{wer before. That of the eighteenth incloſes a lift of ſtores 
[imported] in the Hancock-and-Adams continental ſhip, and 6ar- 
ried into Dartmouth in New-Eng land, —with a reſolve of Con- 
greſs to deliver the muſkets, powder, lead, and flints, to my or- 
der, As the other, articles of the cargo vrill be full as aleful 

LI | to 


Head. Quartiere, Brunſwic, November 30, 1776. 
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to the army as thoſe included in the reſolve, I would adviſe 
that directions be given to have the whole cargo removed from. 
Dartmouth to ſome ſecure place in the neighborhood of Phi- 
ladelphia, and there depoſited till called for. It is by no means 
proper that ſo great a quantity of military ſtores thould be 
lodged with the army, eſpecially at preſent, as we know not 
to-day where we ſhall be obliged to remove to-morrow : and 
that will in all probability be the caſe while the enemy conti- 
nue with a light army on this ſide the North-river. . 
In anſwer to that part of yours of the nineteenth in which 
you alk my adviſe as to the propriety of enliſting priſoners of 
war, I would juſt obſerve, that, in my opinion, it is neither con- 
ſiſtent with the rules of war, nor politic: nor can I think, that 
becauſe our enemies have committed an unjuſtifiable action, by 
enticing, and, in ſome inftances, intimidating our men in their 
ſervice, we ought to follow their example. Before I had the 
honor of yours on this ſubject, I had determined to remonſtrate 
to general Howe on this head. As to thoſe few who have al- 
ready enliſted, I would not have them again withdrawn and ſent 
in, becauſe they might be ſuhjeQed to puniſhment : but I would 
have the practice diſcontinued in future. If you will revert to 
the capitulation of St. John's and Chamblee, you will find an 
expreſs ſtipulation againft the enliſting the priſoners taken 
there, VW Pens} Kee 

I remarked that the enliſtment of priſoners was not a politic 
Rep :—my reaſon is this, that in time of danger I have always 
obſerved ſuch perſons moſt backward, for fear (I ſuppoſe) of 
falling into the hands of their former maſters, from whom they 
expect no mercy: and this fear they are apt to communi- 
cate to their fellow-ſoldiers. They are alſo moſt ready to de- 
ſert when any aQion is expected, hoping, by carrying intelli- 
. gence, to ſecure their peace. | 0 

I met captain Heſketh on the road; and, as the ſituation of 
his family did not admit of delay, I permitted him to go imme- 
diately to New-York, not having the leaſt doubt but general 
Howe will make a return of any officer of equal rank who ſhall 
be required. | 7 


I bave the honor to be, &c. | "4 GaW, 


Sta, Brunfwic December 1, 1776. 
I YESTERDAY had the honor of writing you, and to 


adviſe you of our artival here. I am now to inform you that 
| | the 
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the enemy are ftill advancing, and that-their van-guard had 
proceeded as far as Bonem, a {mall town about four miles this 
ſide of Woodbridge, according to my laſt intelligence. As to 
their number, reports are various. Some ſay they were joined 
yeſterday by a conſiderable reinforcement from Staten-Iſland. 


How far this fact may be true, I cannot determine: but, from, * 


every information, before, they were between fix and ſeven 

thouſand ſtrong. | 3 : e ef.” 
I have for God time paſt ſuppoſed Philadelphia to be the ob- 
ject of their movement, and have every reaſon to believe my 
opinion well founded,—the advices of ſundry perſons, who have 
had an opportunity of mixing and converſing with them on the 


march, agreeing that ſuch is the report. I have wrote to go- 


vernor Livingſton upon the ſubject, requeſting bis utmoſt exer- 
tions to forward on every ſuccour in his power. The ſame, I 


truſt, will be attended to in Pennſylvania. Without a ſufficient 
number of men and arms, their progreſs. cannot be checked :;— 


at preſent our force is totally inadequate to any attempt. 
Several officers belonging to the enemy, who were priſoners, 
have obtained permiſſion to- return. I have not yet ſent in the 
names of thoſe belonging to us, that are to be exchanged or 
them. By a Virginia paper, I perceive that captain Morgan 
and lieutenant Heath, who were taken priſoners at Quebec, 
and now on parole, are promoted in the late arrangement of 
officers in that ſtate, the former to a regiment, the latter to a 
majority. It would be well if they were releaſed: but, being 
Virginians, and not knowing that any gentlemen who were taken 
at the ſame time are ſo circumſtanced, I have declined claiming 
their return without the opinion of Congreſs, leſt I ſhould incur 
the charge of partiality. __ | 
I have ſent forward colonel Humpton to collect proper boats 
and crafts at the ferry, for tranſporting our troops: and it will 
be of infinite importance to have every other craft, beſides what 
he takes for the above purpoſe, ſecured on the weſt fide of De- 
laware : otherwiſe they may fall into the enemy's hands and fa- 
cllitate their views. | 


I have the honor to be, &c. GWE 


P. S. Half after one oclock, P. M.—The enemy are faſt 


advancing: ſome of them are now in fight. All the men of the 
Jerſey flying camp under general Heard, being applied to, have 
refuſed to continue longer in ſervice, 


December 
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Erk, December 1, 1776, half after ſeven, P. M. 


IN a little time after I wrote you this evening, the enemy 
appeared in ſeveral parties on the heights oppoſite Brunſwic, 
"and were advancing 1 in a large body towards the croſſing- place. 
We had a Mart cannonade whilit we were parading our men, 
oo without any or but little loſs on either fide. It being im- 
poſſible to oppoſe them with aur preſent force with the leaſt 
proſpe& of ſucceſs, we ſhall retreat to the weſt fide of Dela- 
ware (and have advanced about eight miles) where it is hoped 
we ſhall meet a reinforcement ſufficient to check their progreſs. 
J have ſent colonel Humpton forward to collect the neceſſary 
| boats for our tranſportation, and conceive it proper that the 
| militia from Pennſylvania ſhould be ordered towards Trenton, 
that they may be ready to join us, and act as occaſion may re- 
| uire. 
by I am, fir, your moſt obedient ſervant, G. W. 
P. 8. 1 with my letters of yeſterday may arrive ſafe, being 
informed that the return expreſs who had them was idling his 
time, and ſhewing them on the road. 


| SIR, Princeton, e 2, 1776. 


| I ARRIVED here this morning with our troops between 
| eight and nine o'clock, when I received the honor of your let- 
| ter of the firſt, with its incloſures. 
| When the enemy firſt landed on this ſide the North- river, I 
| apprehended that they meant to make a puſh this way; and 
knowing that the force which I had was not ſufficient to oppoſe 
| them, I wrote to genetal Lee to croſs with the ſeveral conti- 
nental ments in his divifon, and hoped he would have ar- 
| rived before now.—By ſome means or other he has been delay- 
| ed.—1 ſuppoſe he has paſted the river, as his letter of the 
twenty-fixth ultimo mentioned that he had marched a brigade 
the day before, and ſhould follow the next himſelf. I he re- 
mainder of the troops I conceived neceſſary to guard the ſeve- 
| zal paſſes through the Highlands; nor do I think they can be 
= |j--- call ed from thence. Their number is very ſmall, being reduced 
to very ſew hy the departure of the troops who ood engaged 
till the thirticth ultimo. 
| { underſtand there are now at Briſtol ſeveral priſoners. As 
| their exchange at this time cannot be effected with propriety, 
1 think it will be neceſſary, under the preſent fituatior gf af- 
airs, 


L 
| 
N 
by 
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fairs, to have them removed immediately to ſome more interior 
place, upon their paroles. If they remain, they may be of in- 
finite diſadvantage. 11 | 
I have the honor to be, ke. | G. W. 


[Oz the oufſide of the foregoing letter, which ir, as uſual, ad- 
Areſſed to the preſident off Congreſs, apppears the following line, 
to Mr. Peters, ſecretary to the board of war.] | 
Bra, difpatch an expreſs immediately, to have the priſoners 
at Briſtol removed. | „ H. HakRTSOx. 


22  — — — 


Six, Head-Quarters, Trenton, Dec. 3% 1776. 


I ARRIVED here myſelf yeſterday morning with the 
main body of the army, having left lord Stirling with two bri. 
gades at Princeton and that neighborhood, to watch the moti- 
ons of the enemy, and give notice of their approach. I amin. 
formed that they had not entered Brunſwic yeſterday morning 
at nine o'clock, but were on the oppoſite fide of the Rariton, 

Immediately on my arrival here, I ordered the removal of 
all the military and other ſtores and baggage over the Dela. 
ware: a great quantity are already got over; and as ſoon as 
boats come up from Philadelphia, we ſhall load them; by which 
means 1 hope to have every thing ſecured this night and to- 
morrow, if we are not difturbed. After Being diſencumbered: 
of my baggage and ſtores, my future ſituation will depend en- 
tirely upon circumſtances. 5 | Sg 

I have not heard a word from general Lee ſince the twenty. 
ſixth of laſt month; which ſurpriſes me not a little, as I have 
diſpatched daily exprefſes to him, deſiring to know when I 
might look for him. This makes me feartul that my letters 
have not reached him. 1 am informed by report that general 
St. Clair has joined hjm with three or four regiments from the. 
northward. Jo know the truth of this, and alſo when 1 may 
expect him, and with what numbers, I have this minute gif. 
patched colonel Steward (general Gates's aid-de- camp) to meet 
general Lee and bring me an account. : 

I look out earneſtly for the reinforcement from Philadelphia. 
Jam in hopes, that, if we can-draw 2 good head of men toge- 
ther, it will give ſpirits to the militia of this ſtate, who have 
as yet afforded me little or no aſſiſtance; nor can I find they 
are likely to do much, 


Genera! 
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General Heard juſt informs me that a perſon, on whoſe ve- 
racity he can depend, has reported to him that on "ſunday laſt 
he counted a hundred and ſeventeen ſail of ſhips going out of 
the Hook. You may depend upon being adviſed inſtantly of 
any further movement in the enemy's army or mine. 


I have the honor to be, &c. . | | G. W. 


Sin, | | Trenton, December 4, 1776. 


SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you yeſterday, I. 
received a letter from general Lee. On the thirtieth ultimo 
he was at Peekſkill, and expected to paſs the river with his di- 
viſion two days after. From this intelligence you will readily 
conclude that he will not be able to afford us any aid for ſeve- 
ral days. The report of general St. Clair's having joined them 
with three or four regiments, I believe to be altogether prema- 
ture, as he mentions nothing of it. It has ariſen, as I am in- 
formed, from the return of ſome of the Jerſey and Pennſylvania 
troops from T'yconderoga, whoſe time of ſervice is expired. 
They have reached Pluckemin where I have wrote to have 
them halted and kept together, if they can be prevailed on, 
til} further orders. a 1 885 | 

The incloſed is a copy of a letter which came to hand laſt 
night from major Clark, to which I beg leave to refer you for 
the intelligence it contains.— The number of the enemy {aid to 
be embarked is ſuppoſed to be rather exaggerated. That there 
has been an embarkation, is not to be "doubted, it being con- 
firmed through various channels. By colonel Griffin, who went 
from Brunſwic on ſunday morning with a captain Sims, to' paſs 
him by our guards, and who was detained by lord Cornwallis 
till monday evening, on account of his ſituation, the amount of 
general Clinton's force, from what he could collect from the 
oFcers, was about fix thouſand : as to their deſtination, he 
could not obtain the leaſt information. By him I alſo learn the' 
enemy were in Brunſwic, and that ſome of their advanced par- 
ties had proceeded two miles on this fide. The heavy rain that 
has fallen has probably checked their progreſs, and may prevent 
their further movement for ſome time. | | 


I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
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To Richard Peters, E/quire, Secretary to the Board of War, 


Six, Hiead. Npartere, Trenton, Dec. 4, 1776. 


YOURS of the twentieth of laſt month was delivered to 
me by the brigadier La Roche de Fermoy, who is now here, 
but unable to render me that ſervice, which, I dare ſay, from 
his charaQer, he would, were he better acquainted with our 
language. | | #24 

yeſterday received a letter from you without a date, men- 
tioning that the priſoners from York-town were directed to halt 
at Newtown for my orders. On hearing they were there, I 
ſent colonel Moylan to conduct them, and the priſoners from 
Reading, who arrived nearly at the ſame time, over towards 
Brunſwic, and deliver them in. | TR 
I hope you have not ſent captain Price, lieutenant Peacock, 
and major Campbell, on to this place, as it is highly improper 
they ſhould ſee and know the fituation of our army here and at 
Princeton. They had better be ſent up, under the care of ſome 
perſon, to Newtown or that neighborhood, and there wait the, 
arrival of forge larger party, who, I imagine, will be ſoon for- 
warded from Lancaſter, and go in with them. of TSR, 

Lieutenant Symes came over to me at Brunſwic from. Beth. 
lehem without the leaſt guard or eſcort ; and a lieutenant of the 
| ſeventh regiment went through our whole army, and was at laſt 
diſcovered by a mere accident. He had a pals frem the coun- 
cil of ſafety, and that was all. Such an iriegular mode of ſuf- 
fering priſoners to go in alone muſt be put a ſtop to, or the ene- 
my will be as well acquainted with our ſituation as we are our- 
ſelves. If they are left at liberty to chuſe their own route, 
they will always take that through our army, for reaſons too 
obvious to mention. | | | ; 
I am, fir, your moſt obedient ſervant, G. W. 

I have been obliged to ſend down a number of our ſick to 
Philadelphia, to make room for the. troops, and to remove 
them out of the way. Be pleaſed to have {ome care taken to 
have them properly accommodated, I ſhould think part of the 
Houſe-of-employment might be procured for that purpoſe. I 
have ſent down an officer from each regiment, and a ſurgeon's 
mate, if they can be ſpared : but I hope they will not want the 
aſſiſtance of the viſiting phyſicians of the hoſpital, - 


| Tren. 
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A8 nothing but neceſſity obliged" me to retire before the 
enemy and leave ſo much of the Jerſeys unprotected, Lconceive 
it-my duty, and it correſponds with my inclination, to 'make 
head againſt them ſo ſoon as there ſhall be the leaſt probability 
of doing it with propriety. ' That the country might in fome 
meaſyre be covered, I left two brigades conſiſting of the five 
Virginia regiments and that of Delaware, containing in the 
whole about twelve hundred men fit for duty, under the com- 
mand of lord Stirling and general Stephen, at Princeton, till 
the baggage and ſtores could croſs the Delaware, or the troops 
under their reſpective commands ſhould be forced from thence. 
F ſhall now, having removed the greateſt part of the above ar- 
ticles, face about with ſuch-troops as art here fit for ſervice, 
aud march back to Ptinceton, and there govern myſelf by cir- 
cumſtances and the movements of general Lee. At any event, 
the enemy's progreſs may be retarded by this means, if they 
intend to come on, and the people's feats in ſome meaſure qui- 
eted; if they do not. Sorry I am to oblerve, however, that 
, the frequent calls upon the militia of this ſtate, the want of ex- 
ertion in the principal gentlemen of the country, or a fatal ſu- 
pineneſs and inſenfibility of danger till it is too late to prevent 
an evil that was not only foreſeen but foretold, have been the 
cauſes of our late diſgraces. AN = 
If the militia of this ſtate had ſtepped forth in ſeaſon (and 
timely notice they had), we might have prevented the enemy's 
exoſſing the Hackinſac, although without ſome previous notice 
of the time and place it was impoſſible to have done this at the 
Notth-river. We might with equal probability of ſucceſs have 
made a ftand at Brunſwic on the Rariton, But as both theſe 


— 


krivers were fordable in a variety of places (knee-deep only), it 


required many men to defend the paſſes; and theſe we had not. 
At Hackinſac our force was inſufficient, becauſe a part was at 
Elizabeth-town, Amboy, and Brunſwic, guarding a coaſt which 
F thought moſt expoſed to danger; and at Brunſwic, becauſe I 
was diſappointed in my expectation of militia, and beeauſe on 
the day of the enemy's approach (and probably the occaſion of 
it) the term of the Jerſey and Maryland brigades? ſervice. 
Expired; neither of which would conſent to ſtay an hour lon- 

e 5 e G1 
Theſe, among ten thouſand other inſtances, might be adduced 
to ſhew the diſad vantages of ſhort enliſtments, and the little de- 
pendence upon militia in times of real danger. But, as yeſter- 


day 


#1 
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day cannot be recalled, I will not dwelt PANE: a ſubje& which 
no doubt, has given much-uneafineſs' to Congreſs, as well as ex- 
treme pail and anxiety to myſelf. . My firft with is that Con- 
greſs may be convinced of the impropriety of relying upon the 
militia, and of the neceſſity of raiſing a larger ſtanding army 
than what they have voted, The ſaving in the articles of ſtores, 
proviſions, and in a thouſand other things, by having nething to 
do with the militia unleſs in cafe of extraordinary exigeney, 
and ſuch as could not be expected in the common courſe. of 
events, would amply ſupport à large army, which, well officered, 
. would be daily improving, porn of continuing a deſtruRive, 
expenſive, and diſorderly mob. 
I am clear in opinion, that, if boy tlioulind:mek hind, ben 
kept in conſtant pay ſince the firſt commencement of hoſtilities, 
and the militia had been excuſed doing duty during that period, 
the continent would have ſaved money. When I reflect on the: 
loſſes we have ſuſtained for want of good troops, the certainty 
of this is placed beyond a doubt of my mind. In ſuch caſe, 
the militia, who have been harrafſed and tired by repeated calls 
upon them (and farming and manufactures i in a manner ſuſpend- 
ed), would, upon any preſſing emergency, have ran with ala 
crity to arms; Whereas the cry now 1s, they may be as well 
ruined one way as another yt: and with Ae they are oh 
tained, | 

I mention theſe things, to thew, hin; in my opinion, it any | 
dependence i is placed in the militia another year, Congrefs wilt 
be deceived. When danger is a little removed from them, 
they will not turn out at all. When it comes home to them, 
the well. affected, inſtead of flying to arms to defend themſelves, 
are buſily employed i in removing” their families and *effets,— 
whilſt the diſaffected are concerting meaſures to make their ſub- 
miſſion, and ſpread terror and diſmay all around, to induce. 
others to follow the example. Hail experience and. abundant 
prey warrant this information -- 

I ſhall this day reinforce lord Stirling with «bai Cake 3 
dd men, which will make his number about two thoufand four 
hundred. To-morrow I mean to repair to Princeton myſelf, | 
and ſhall order the Pennſylvania troops (who are not yet arriv- 
ed, except part of the German battalion. and a company of 
light infantry) to the ſame place. | 

By my laſt advices, the enemy are Rill at Bruvfwic : and he: 
account adds that general Howe was expected at Elizabeth- 
town with. a reinforcement, to etect the king's ſtandard, and 
demand a ſubmiſſian of this ſtate. 1 can only give this as a re- 
| | Mm | port 
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To part brou ight” from?! the enttay's camp _=_ tome of the country. 
| c. 8. W. 
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0 Sis, 8 ot; \ Tronton, December 6. 1776. 


Tx HAVE. not 1 any intelligence of che enemy's 
movements fince my letter of yeſterday. From every informa- 
tion, they ill remain at Brunſwie, except ſome of their par 
ties Who are advanced a fmall diſtance on this ſide. To-day 
I ſhall ſet out for Princeton myſelf, unleſs enen ſhould oc. 


* 


ohr to prevent me, which T do not ęxpect. 


Zy a letter of the fourteenth Wie from 2 Mr. Caldwell, SY 


clergyman, and a ſtaunch friend to the cauſe, who has fled om 
Hlizabeth-town, and taken refuge in the mountains about ten 
miles from hence, I am informed that general or lord Howe 
was expected in that town to publiſh ps on and peace. His 
words are, I have not ſeen his proclamation, but can-only ſax 


he gives fixty days of grace, and pardons from the Congreſs * 


down to the committee. No one man in the continent is to be 
denied his mercy.—In the language of this good man, the lard 
deliver us from his mercy! 

Vour letter af the third, by. * Livingſton, Was * re- 
ceived, Before it came to hand, 1 had wrote to general Howe 
about governor Franklin's exchange, but am hot certain whe- 
mer the letter could not be recovered. I diſpatched ; a mefſen- 


ger ihſtan TIS that purpoſe. OTE: 
Fen . to . * | 6. . 4 
An, 45 5 Mr. Berkley's s Summer Seat, Dec. $, 1776. 


COLONEL Reed would inform you of the intelligence 
which I firſt met with on the road from Trenton to Princeton 
yeſterda y- Before L got to the latter, I received a ſecond ex- 
— informing me, that as the enemy were advancing by dif. 
ferent” routes, and attempting by one to get in the rear of our 
txoops Which were there (and whoſe numbers were fmall, and 
the place by no means defenſible), they had judged it prudent 
do retreat to Trenton. The retreat was e ne made, and 
ſince to this fide of the river. 
This information I thought it my duty to communicate as 
won as 'poſiible, as there is not a moment's time to be loſt in 
ies ſuch ores as can be collected; and as the object of 
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the enemy cannot now be doubted in the 


* 


deed I hall be out in my conjecküre (for it is only eovjefture) - | 
if the late embarcation at New. Vork is not for Delaware iwer, 


to co- operate with the army under the immediate cortifmigyd of 


the Britiſh troops and his whole force upon this route. 

I bave no certain intelligence of general Lee, although I 
have ſent frequent expreſſes to him, and lately a colonel Hump-/ 
ton to bring me ſome accurate accounts of his ſituation. Thit 
night diſpatched another gentleman to him (major 2 de- 
firing he would baſten his march WO Delaware, in which I 

would provide boats near a place called Alexandria, fot the tranſ- 
portation of histroops,—I cannot account for the ſlowneſs of 
bis re,, ß ²—pͤͥPul 5 N 

In the diſordered and moving Rate. of the army, I cannot get 
returns: but, from the beſt acconnts, we had between three 


general Howe, who I am informed from good authority, de with | 


thouſand and three thouſand five. hundred men, before th 


Philadelphia , militia, and German _ battalion arrived they 
amount to about two thouſand, © 
I have the honor to be, ke. 6. W. 
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between general Lee and me, is yet uncertain.. -., . . - . 
| I have this morning detac ith his briga 
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i Vader thefe cireamſtances, the ſecurity of Philadelphia ſhould 
be our next ohject. From my own cemembrances but more 
from information (for I never viewed the ground), I fhould 
think that a communication of lines and redoubts might ſoon be 
formed frem the Delaware to Schuylkill on the north entrance 
of the city, the lines to begin on the Schuylkill ſide, about the 
Heights of Springatebury, and run eaſtward to Delaware, upon 
the moſt advantageous and commandin grounds. If ſomething 
af this kind is not done, the enemy might, in caſe any misfortune 
thould- befal us, march directly in, and take poſſeſſion. We 
have ever found that lines, however ſlight, are very formidable 
to them: they would at leaft give a check till people could re- 
cover of the fright aud conſternation that: e attends the 
51. appearance of an enemy. 

In the mean time every ſtep mould bb linen toacolleft farce, 
not only from Pennſylvania, but from the moſt neighborly 
ſtates. If we can keep the enemy from entering Philadelphia, 
and keep the communication by water open for ſupplies, we 
may yet make a ſtand, if the country will come to our aſſiſtance 
till our new levies can be collected. 

If the meaſure of fortifying the city mould be 5 ſome 
&ilful perſon ſhould immetliately view the grounds, and begin 
to trace out the lines and works. I am informed there is a 
French engineer of eminence in nenen at this time: if 
| fo, * will be the moſt proper. * . 5 . 
I have the honor to be, . Ma G. W. 

P. 8. L have juſt recgived the Sole from general Heath. 
once Mifflin is this moment come up, and tells me ' that 
all the military ſtores yet remain in Philadelphia. This makes 
the immediate fortifying of the city ſo neceffary, that I have 
deſited general Miffia to return to take charge of the ſtores, 
and have ordered major-general- Putnam immediately down to 
lypgriatend: Re Works and oy: the neceſſary directions. 
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4 SIN CE. I had the honor of addreſſing you yeſterday, no- 
thing of importance has occurred. — In reſpect to the enemy's 
movements, I have obtained no other information than that 
they have a number of parties patrolling up and down the river, 
partichlarly: above. As yet they have not attempted to paſs 
nor do any of their patroles, thongb ſome are exceeding ſmall, 
meet with the leaſt interruption from the inhabitants of Jerſey. 
14 8 0 By 
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By a letter re laſt, night. from general» Ei, of the 


eighth inſlant, he was then at Morriſtown; Where he enge rtained 


” 
1 


by major Hoops. 1 ſhould ſuppoſe he would be convinced ef 
the neceſſity of his proceeding this way with all the force hs 
115 have the honor to be; &c. „ . 


thoughts af eſtabliſhing a poſt: but, on receiving my diſpatches 


2 


tion that the enemy were preparing the bridges three or four 
miles below Trenton; which ſeems to indicate an intention of 
their paſling lower down, and ſuggeſts to me the neceſſity that 

ſome attention ſhould be had to the fort at Bring iport, leſt 

they ſhould poſſeſs themſelves of it; the conſideration. of which 
I veg leave to ſubmit to Congreſs,.—I have wrote to the coun-. 
cil of ß FA. 
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8m, Tead. Qpartert, Falls of Delaware, Dec. 17, 1776. 
AFTER I had wrote you yeſterday, I received cirtain in- 
formation that the enemy, after repairing Croſwix's bridge, had 
advanced a party of about five hundred to Bordentown. By 
their taking this route, it confirms me in my opinion, that they 
have an intention to land between this and Philadelphia, as well 
as above, if they can procure boats for that purpoſee. 
I laſt night directed commodore Seymour to ſtation all his. 
allies between Bordentown and Philadelphia, to give the ear- 
15 intelligence of any appearance of the enemy on the Jerſey 
. 5 N „ 1 

I yeſterday rode up. the river about eleven miles; to lord 
Stirling's pol?, where I found a priſoner of the forty- ſecond re- 
giment who had been juſt brought in. He informed me that 
lord Cornwallis was at Pennytown with two battalions of -gre- 
nadiers, and three of light infantry, all Britiſh, the Heſſian 
grenadiers, the foity-ſecond Higland regiment, and two other 
battalions, the names of which he did not remember. He knew 
nothing of the reaſons of their being aſſembled there, nor what 
were their future intentions. But I laſt night received informa - 
tion from lord Stirling, which had been brought in by his 
ſcouts, which in ſome meaſure accounted. for their being there 
They had made a forced march from Trenton on ſunday night, 


to Coryel's ferry, in hopes of ſurpriſing a ſufficient numbet of 


boats to tranſport them; but, ane themſelves diſappointed, 
had marched back to Peanytown, where they remained yeſte r- 
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P. 8. Nine o'o/ock, A. M. I this minute received informa: 


2 day. | 
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I have wrote to him in the moſt, prefſing terms, to join me with 
ſ%////Ä ³ ᷣ ( £5 dot 207 To or nll ar 4 24 
Major Shelden, who commands the volunteer horſe from 
Connecticut, waits upon Congreſs to eſtabliſh ſome mode of 
pay, I can only ſay that the Groite of himſelf and his troop. 
has been ſuch as merits the warmeſt thanks of the public, and 
deſerves a handſome compenſation for their trouble. Whate- 
ver is ſettled now; will ſerve for a precedent in future. From 
the experience I have had, this campaign, of the utility of 
horſe, I am convinced there is no carrying on the war without 
them; and 1 would therefore recommend the eſtabliſhment of 
one or more corps (in proportion to the number of foot) in ads: 
dition to thoſe already raiſed in Virginia. If major Shelden 
would undertake the command of a regiment of horſe on the 
continental eſtabliſhment, T believe he could very ſoon raiſe 
them; and I can recommend him as a man of activity and ſpi- 


rit, from what I have ſeen of him. POL edt ang 
I have the honor to be, &c. hol i G. W. 
_—_ Trenton Falls, December 12, 1776. 


I LAST night received the favor of Mr. Thompſon's 
letter inclofing the proceedings of Congreſs, of the eleventh 
inſtant. —As the publication of their reſolve, in my opinion, 
will not lead to any good end, but, on the contrary, may be at- 
tended with ſome bad conſequences, I ſhall take the liberty to 
decline inſerting it in this day's orders. I am perſuaded, if 
the ſubje& is taken up and reconfideted, that Congreſs will 
' | COncur 


, 
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cbneur with mein ſentimenk. I deubt not but there are ſome 
who have propagated the report: but what if they have ?— 
Their remaining in or leaving Philadelphia muſt be governed 
by circumſtanees and events. If their departure ſhould become 
neceſſary; it will be right: on the other hang, if there ſliould 
not be & 'neceffity for it, they will remain, and their continu- 
ance will thew. the report to be the production of calymny and 
falſchood. In a word, fir, I conceive it a matter that may be 
as well diſregarded; and that the removal or ſtaying of Con- 
Keie depending entirely upon events, ſhould not have been the 
ubject of a reſolve. 3j3jn))CCCCCC0( TR FE 
The intelligence we obtain reſpecting the movements and ſi- 
tuation of the enemy is far from beipg ſo certain and ſatisfac- 
tory as I could wiſh, though every probable means in my pow- 
er, and that I ean deviſe, are adopted for that purpoſe. The 
lateſt. I have received was from lord Stirling laſt night. He 
ſays that two grenadiers of the Inniſkillen regiment, who were 
taken and brought in by ſome countrymen, inform that gene- 
rals Howe, Cornwallis, Vaughan, &. with about ſix thouſand 
of the flying army, were at Pennytown, writing for pontoons to 
come up, with which they mean to pals the river near the Blue 
Mounts, or at Coryel's ferry, —they believe, the latter that 
the two battalions of guards were at Brunſwie, and the Heſ- 
fan grenadiers, chaſſeurs, and a regiment or two of the Britiſh 
troops, are at Trenton. e 
Captain Miller of colonel Hand's regiment alſo informs me, 
that a body of the enemy were marching! to Burlington yeſter- 
day morning. He had been ſent over with a ſtrong ſcouting 
party, and, at day-break, fell in with their advanced guards 
conſiſting of about four hundred Heſſian troops, who fired upon 
him before they were diſcovered, but without any loſo, and ob- 
liged him to retreat with his party and to take boat. The 
number of the whole he could not aſcertain: but it appeared 
to be. conſiderable. Captain Miller's account is partly con- 
firmed by commodore Seymour, who reports that four or five 
hundred of the enemy had entered the town. Upon the whole, 
there can be no doubt but that Philadelphia is their object, and 
that they will paſs the Delaware as ſoon as poſſible. Happy 
ſhould 1 be if I could ſee the means of preventing them: at 
preſent, I confeſs, I do not. All military writers agree that 
it is a work of great difficulty, nay, impracticable, where there 
is any extent of coaſt to guard. This is the caſe with us; and 
we have to do it with a force, ſmall and inconſiderable, and 
much inferior to that of the enemy. Perhaps Congreſs have 


ſome 
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webe Yo pe and | roſpect of reinforebsbents: I have no intelli- 

gence of the fort, and wiſh to be informed on the fubject. Our 
Urte handful i 1s daily decreaſing by fickneſs and orher Eabſes : 
aud, without aid, without confiderable ſuccouts and*exertions' 
on the part of the people, what can we reaſonably. took for' 
or expect, but an event that will be ſeverely felt 'by the com- 
mon "cauſe, and that will wound the heart of every virtugus 
American „the loſs of Philadelphia ? The ſubject is diſa- 
greeable, but yet it is true. I leave it, wiſhing that our fitu. 
tion maꝝ become ſueh as to do away the apprehenfiogs which, 


at this time ſeem to fill the minds of too many, and with too 


mach joſtiee. A a 5 


By a letter from g dara Heath, dated at Peekſkill, the eigbih, 35 
1 . adviſed that lieutenayt- eotonet Voſe was then there with | 


Greaton's, Bond's, and Porter's regiments, amounting in the 
whole to between five and fix hundred men, who were coming 
this way. He adds that generals Gates and Arnold would be 
zt Goſhen that night, with Stark's, Tobr , and Read's regi- 
ments; but for what purpoſe, he does not mention. 


The ineloſed extract of a letter which 1 received laſt TRY h 


contains intelligence of an agreeable nature, I wiſh to hear 
its confirmation by the arrrival of the ſeveral prizes: that r 
een and arms will be an invaluable acquifition 

1 wall be. glad to be adviſed of the mode I am to obſerve in 
papiag the officers; whe her they are to be allowe to draw the 


pay lately eftubliſhed, i nd from what time, or how long they 


are to be paid under Io old eftabliſhment. - A pay-roll wy 
was preſented 1 being made up for the new, has give! 
riſe to theſe propoſitions. OS my objecting to it, I was told 
that Congreſs or. the board of war had eftabliſhed the prece- 
dent, by paying the fixth regiment of Virginia troops command- 
ed by colonel Buckner, a « ham to the latter, as 5 95 came 
through Philadelphia. 


e the honor to be, Ke. VVV 6. W. 
Sm, Head. Quarters, Trenton Falls, Doe. 1 1776. 


THE apparent deſigns of the enemy being to avoid this 
ferry, and land their troops above and below us, have induced 
me to remove from this place the greater part of the troops, 
and throw them into a different diſpoſition on the river, where- 
by I hope not only to be more able to impede their paſſage, 


but alſo to avoid the danger of being incloſed in this angle * 
the 
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the tiver. And notwithſtanding the extended appearances of 
the enemy on the other ſide, made, at leaſt in part, ta divert 
our attention from any particular point as well as to harraſs us 
by fatigue, I cannot diveſt myſelf of the opinion that their 
principal deſign is to ford the river ſomewhere above Trenton; 
to which defign I have had particular reſpect in the new ar- 
rangement, wherein I am ſo far happy as to have the concur- 
rence of the general officers at this place. | 


: 


Four brigades of the army, under generals lord Sterling, 
Mercer, Stephen and De Fermoy, extend from Vardley's up 
to Coryel's ferry, poſted in ſuch a manner as to guard every 
ſuſpicious part of the river, and to afford aſſiſtance to each o- 
ther in caſe of attack. General Ewing, with the flying camp of 
Pennſylvania and a few; Jerſey troops under general Dickinfon, 
are poſted from Yardley's ferry down to the ferry oppoſite 
Bordeatown. Colonel Cadwalladar, with, the Pennſylvania 
malitia, occupies. the ground above and below the mouth of || 
Neſhaminy river as far down as Dunk's ferry, at which place | 
colonel Nixon if poſted with the third battalion. of [ Penn/plva- 
nia]. A proper quantity of artillery is appointed to each bri- 
gade ; and I have ordered ſmall redoubrs to be thrown up oppo- [ 
lite every place where-there is a poſſibility of fording.—I ſhall | þ 
remove further up the river to be near the main body of my | 
ſmall army, with which every poſſible oppofition ſhall be given 
to any further approach of the enemy towards Philadelphia. 

As general Armſtrong has a good deal of influence in this 
ſtate, and our preſent force is ſmall and inconſiderable, I think 
he cannot be better employed than to repair to, the. counties 
where his intereſt lies, to animate the people, promote the re- 
cruiting ſervice, and encourage the militia to come in, He will 
alſo be able to form a proper judgment of the places ſuit- 
able for magazines of proviſion to be collected. I haye requeſt- 

ed him to wait upon Congreſs on this ſubjett; and if Fans 

Smallwood ſhould go to Maryland on the ſame bufineſs, I think 

it will have a happy effect: he is popular and of great influence 

and, I am perſuaded, would contribute greatly to that ſtate's 

furniſhing her quota of men in a Lttle time. He is now in Phi- 
ladelphia. is | | „ , 

1 have the honor to be, &c. bo G. W. 
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2 GENERAL WASHINGTON 


Sm, -  Head-Duarters at Keith's, Dec. 15, 1776. 


© ABOUT, one o'clock to-day I received a letter from 
general Sullivan, a copy of which you have incloſed. I will 
not comment on the melancholy intelligence which it contains, 
only adding that I ſincerely regret general Lee's uphappy fate, 
and feel much for the loſs of my country in his captivity. 

In reſpect to the enemy, they have been induſtrious in their 
attempts to procure boats and ſmall craft: but as yet their ef- 
forts have not ſucceeded. From the lateſt adviſes that 1 have 
of their movements by ſome priſoners and others, they appear 
to be leaving Trenton, and to be filing off towards Princetun 
and Allentown. What their defigns are, whether they mean 
to retreat, or only a feint, cannot be determined. I have par- 
ties out to watch their motions, and to form if pofſible, an ac- 
Eurate opinion of their plans. 

Our force, ſince my laſt, has received no augmentation, —of 
courſe, by ficknefs and other cauſes, has diminiſhed : but I am 
adviſed by a letter from the council of ſafety, which juſt came 
to hand, that colonels Burd and Gilbreath are marching with 
their battalions of malitia, and alſo that ſome ſmall parties are 
e in Cumberland county. | 

1 have ne honor to Love, &c. | Pp G. W. 


— 


Su 5 | Head Quarters at Keith's, as: 365 1776. 

IN a late lotder which I had the honor of addrefling you, I 
Wy the liberty to recommend that more battalions ſhould be 
raiſed for the new army than what had been voted. Having 
fully conſidered the matter, I am more and more convinced not 
only of the propriety but of the neceſſity of the meaſure. That 
the enemy will leave 28 uneſſayed in the courſe of the 


not to be Ae on, or aid erpedded from them huts in caſes 
of the moſt preffing emergency, is not to be doubted., . The firſt 
of theſe propofitions is unqueſtionable, and fatal experience has 
given her ſanction to the truth of the latter: indeed their le- 
thergy of late, and backwardneſs to tura out at this alarming 
crifis, ſeem to juſtify an apprehenſion that nothing can bring 
them from their homes. For want of their aſfiftance, a large 
part of Jerſey has been expoſed to ravage and to plunder ; nor do 


Iknow that Penſylvania would ſhare a better fate, could general 
Howe 
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Howe effect a paſſage acroſs the Delaware with a reſpectable 


force. Theſe conſiderations have induced me to with that no 
reliance, except ſuch as may ariſe from neceſſity, ſhould ever 


de had in them again; and to make further mention to Con- | 
greſs of the expediency of increaſing their army.—I truſt the 
meaſures will meet the earlieſt attention. | 


Had I leiſure and were it neceſſary, I could ſay much upon 
this head: but, as I have not, and the matter is well underſtood 


Iwill not add much. By augmenting the number of your battali- 


ons, you will augment your force: the officers of each vall 
have their intereſt and influence; and, upon the whole, their 


numbers will be much greater, though they ſhould not be com- 


plete, Added to this, from the preſent confuſed. ſtate of Jer 
fey, and the improper appointment of officers in many inſtan- 
ces, I have little or no expectation that ſhe will be able to raiſe 
all the troops exacted from her, though I think it might be 
done, were ſuicable ſpirited gentlemen commiſſioned, who would 
exert themſelves, and encourage the people, many of whom (for 


a failure in this inſtance, and who are well diſpoſed) are mak- 


ing their ſubmiſſions.— In a word, the next will be a trying 
campaign: and as all that is dear and valuable may depend up- 
on the iſſue of it, I would adviſe that nothing ſhould be omit- 


ted, that ſhall ſeem neceſſary to our ſucceſs. Let us have a re- 
ſipectable army, and ſuch as will be competent to every exigency. 


I will alfo add that the critical ſituation of our affairs, and 
the diſſolution of our preſent force (now at hand), require that 
every nerve and exertion be employed for recruiting the net 
battalions. One part of general Howe's movements at this 
time, I believe, is with a deſign to diſtract us and prevent this 
buſineſs. If the inclemency of the weather ſhould force him 
into winter quarters, he will not remain there longer than ne 
ceſſity ſhall oblige him: he will commence his operations in a 
ſhort ſpace of time: and in that time our levies muſt be made 


vp, to oppoſe him, or I fear the moſt melancholy of all events 


mutt take place. +: ph | 

The incloſed extract of a letter from the commiſſary-general 
will ſhew his demands for money, and his plans for procuring 
ſalted proviſions and a quantity of flour from the ſouthward. ' 
The whole is ſubmitted to the conſideration. of Congreſs: and 
J wiſh the reſult of their opinion to be tranſmitted him, with 
ſuch ſupplies ot money as may be neceſſary for himſelf and the 
departments he mentions, . 5 

The clothing of the troops is a matter of infinite importance 


and, if it could be accompliſhed, would have a happy effect. 
ä | NS OR Their 
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Their diſtreſſes are extremely great, many of them being »en- 
tirely naked, and moſt fo thinly-clad as to be unfit for ſervice. 
J muſt entreat Congreſs to write to the agents and contraRors 
upon this ſubject, that every poſſible ſupply may be procured 
and forwarded with the utmoſt expedition. I cannot attend to 
the buſineſs myſelf, having more than I can | ag do beſides. 

"7 have the honor to be, Kc. | S. W. 


KEY 
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Sin, Camp, above Trenton Falls, Dec. 20, 1776. 


I HAVE. waited with much eee to know the de- 
terminations of Congreſs on the propoſitions wade ſome time 
in Od ober laſt for augmenting our corps of artillery and eſtab- 
liſhing a corps of engineers. The time is come when the firſt 
cannot be delayed without the greateſt injury to the ſafety of 
Theſe ftates ; and therefote, FR: the reſolution of Congreſs 
bearing date the twelfth inſtant, at the repeated inſtances of colo- 
nel Knox, and by the preſſing advice of all the general officers 
now here, I have ventured to order three battalions of artillery 
to be immediately recruited. Theſe are two leſs than colonel 
Knox 'recommends, as you will ſee by his plan incloſed: but 
then this ſcheme comprehends all the United States, whereas 
ſome of the ſtates have corps already eſtabliſhed, and theſe three 
battalions are indiſpenſably neceſſary for the operations in this 
quarter, including the northern department. 

The pay of our artilleriſts bearing no proportion with that i in 
the Englith or French ſervice, the murmuring and diſſatisfac- 
tion thereby occaſioned, and the abſolute impoſſibility (as 1 am 
told) of getting them upon the old terms, —and the unavoidable 
neceſſity of obtaining them at all events, —have induced me 
2 by advice) to promiſe officers and men that their pay 

ould be augmented twenty-five per cent, or that their cngage- 
ments ſhould become null and void. This may appear to Con- 
1 premature and unwarrantable. But, ſir, if they view our 

tuation in the light it ſtrikes their officers, they will be con- 
vinced of the utility of the meaſure, and that the execution 
could not be delayed till after their meeting at Baltimore. In 
ſhort, the preſent exigency of aur affairs will not admit of de- 
. tay wither; in council or the field: for well convinced I am, that 
if the enemy go into quarters at all, it will be for a ſhort ſeaſon, 
ut I rather think the def gn of general Howe is to pofleſs him- 
ſelf of Philadelphia this winter if poſſible; and in truth I do 
not t lee what is to prevent him, as ten days more will put an end 
| to 
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to the exiſtence of our army. That one great point is to keep 
dus as much harraſſed as poſſible, with a view to injure thelre- 
_ :eruititig ſervice and hinder a collection of ſtores and other ne- 
ceſſaries for the next campaign, I am as clear in, as I am of my 
exiſtence. If therefore, - [when] we have to provide this 
ſhort interval, and make theſe great and ardent wir 
every matter that in its nature is ſelf-evident is fo be referred 
to Congreſs at the diſtance of a hundred and thirty or forty 
miles, ſo much time muſt neceſſarily elapſe, as to defeat the end 
in viene ß ĩͤ AT... . 

It may be ſaid that this is an application for powers that are 
too dangerous to be entruſted. I can only add that deſperate 
_ :diſeaſes require deſperate remedies; and with truth declare 
that I have no luſt after power, but wiſh with as much fervency 
as any man upon this wide-extended continent, for an opportu- 
| nity of turning the ſword into a plough-ſhare. But my feelings, 
as an officer and a man, have been ſuch as to force me to ſay 
that no perſon ever had a greater choice of difficulties to con- 
tend with than I have.—lt is needleſs to add that ſhort enliſt- 
ments, and a miſtaken dependence upon militia, have been the 
origin of all our misfortunes and the great accumulation of our 
debt. . en 
WMe find, fir, that the enemy are daily gathering ſtrength ' 
from the diſaffected. This ſtrength, like a ſnow- ball, by rol- 

ling, will increaſe, unleſs ſome means can be deviſed to check 
effectually the progreſs of the enemy's arms. Militia may poſ- 

fibly do it for a little while: but in a little while alſo, the mili- 
tia of thoſe ſtates which have been frequently called upon will 
not turn out at all; or, if they do, it will be, with. ſo much te- 
luctance and floth, as to amount to the ſame thing: — inſtance, 
| New-Jerſey !—witneſs, Pennſylvania Could any thing but the 
river Delaware have ſaved Philadelphia? Can any thing (the 
exigency of the caſe indeed may juſtify it) be more deſtructive 
to the recruiting ſervice, than giving ten dollars bounty for 
ſix weeks? ſervice of the militia, who come in, you cannot tell 
how,—go, you cannot tell when,—and act, you cannot tell 
-where—conſume your proviſions, exhauſt your ſtores, and leave 
you at laſt at a critical moment ? Y, | | 

Theſe, fir, are the men I am to depend upon, ten. days hence: 
this is the baſis on which your cauſe will and mult. forever de- 
pend, till you get a large ſtanding army ſufficient of itſelf to op- 
pole the enemy. I therefore beg leave to give it as my hum- 
ble opinion, that eighty-eight battalions are by no means equal 
to the oppoſition you can make, and that a moment's time is not 
10 o 
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to be loſt in raifing a greater number, —not leſs, in my opinion 
aud the opinion of my officers, than a hundred and ten. It may 
be urged that it will be found difficult enough to complete the 
firſt number. This may be true, and yet the officers of a hun- 
dred and ten battalions will recruit a great many more men, 
than thoſe Wesen isl, In my judgment this is not a time 
to ſtand upoſ expenſe : our funds are the only object of conſi- 
deration. The ſtate of New-York have added one battalion (I 
wiſh they had made it two) to their quota.— If any good offi- 
cers offer to raiſe men upon continental pay and eſtabliſhment 
in this quarter, I ſhall encourage them to do ſo, and regiment 
them when they have done it. If Congreſs diſapprove of this 
. 2 they will pleaſe to ſignify it, as I mean it for the 
eſt. PE Wnt | 
It may be thought that I am going a good deal out of the 
line of my duty, to adopt theſe meaſutes, or to adviſe thus free- 
ly. A character to loſe,—an eſtate to forfeit, the ineſtimable 
bleſſings of liberty at ſtake, —and a life devoted, —muſt be my 
; excuſe. - | 444 V 
3 I have heard nothing of the light-horſe from Virginia, nor 
| the regiment. from the Eaftern-Shore. I wiſh to know what 
troops are to act in the different departments, and to have thoſe 
from the ſouthward (deſigned for this place) ordered on as faſt 
as they ſhall be raiſed. The route ſhould be pointed out by 
which they are to march; aſſiſtant-commiſſaries and quarter- 
maſters upon the communication, to ſupply their wants: the 
firſt or ſecond officer of each battalion to forward them, 
and the other to come on, receive and form them at their place 
of deſtination. Unleſs this is immediately ſet about, the cam- 
paign, if it ſhould be cloſed, will be opened in the ſpring before 
we have any men in the field. 8 
- Every exertion ſhould be uſed to procure tents: a clothier- 
general ſhould be appointed without loſs of time, for ſupplying 
the army with every article in that way :—he ſhould be a man 
of buſineſs and abilities. A commiſſary of priſoners muſt be 
appointed to attend the army :—-for want of an officer of this 
Kind, the exchange of priſoners has been conducted in a ſhame- 
ful and injurious- manner. We have had them from all quarters 
puſhed into our camps at the moſt critical junctures, and with- 
out the leaſt previous notice. We have had them travelling 
through the different ſtates in all directions by certificates from 
committees, without any kind of controul ; and have had inſtan- 
ces of ſome going into the enemy's camp without my privity or 


Knowledge, after paſſing in the manner before * 
| | There 
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There may be other officers neceffary which I do not recollect 


at this time, and which, when thought of, muſt be provided: 

for this, fir, you may rely on, that the commanding officer, un- 
der the preſent eſtabliſiment, is obliged to attend to the bufi- 
neſs of 15 o many different departments, as to render it impoſſible 


to conduct that of his own with the attention neggflary nn, 


which, nothing can be more injurious. 


In a former letter, I intimared my opinion of the neceſſity 9 


having a brigadier for every three regiments, and a major- gene- 
ral to every three brigades, at moſt. I think no time is to be 
loſt in making the appointments, that the arrangements may be 
conſequent. This will not aid the recruiting ſervice, but 
will be the readieſt means of forming and diſciplining the army 
afterwards, which, in the ſhort time we have to do it, is of a- 
mazing conſequence. I have labored, ever fince I have been in 
the ſervice, to diſcourage all kinds of local attacliments and diſ- 
tinctions of country, denominating the whole by the greater 
name of American: but J found it impoſſible to overcome 
prejudices ; and, under the new eſtabliſhment, I conceive it beſt 
to ſtir up an emulation; in order to do which, wovld it not be 
better for each ſtate to furniſh (though not to appoint) their 
own brigadiers ?—This, if known to be part of the eſtabliſh- 
ment, might prevent a good deal of contention and jealouſy ; and 
would, I believe, be the means of promotions going d 
with more ſatisfaction, and quiet the higher officercs. 
Whilſt I am ſpeaking of promotions, I cannot help giving it 
as my opinion, that, if Congreſs think proper to confirm what I 
have done with reſpect to the corps of artillery,” colanel Knox 
(at preſent at the head of that department, but who, without 
promotion, will refign) ought to be appointed to the command 
of it, with the rank and pay of brigadier. I have alſo to men- 
tion, that, for want of ſome eſtabliſhment in the department of 
engineers agreeable to the plan laid before Congreſs in October 
laſt, colonel Putnam, who was at the head of it, has quitted, 
"and: taken a regiment in the ſtate of Maffachuſetts. I know of 
no other man tolerable well qualified for the conducting of that 
buſineſs. None of the French gentlemen whom I have ſeen 
with appointments in that way appear to me to know any thing 


of the matter. Ihere is one in Philadelphia, who Jam told, | 


is clever: but bim I have never ſeen. | 
I muſt alſo once more beg leave to mention to Congreſs the 
expediency of letting promotions be in a regimental line. The 
want of this has already driven ſome of the beit officers that 
were in your army, out of the ſervice.” From repeated and 
ſtr:ct 
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ſtꝛĩct enquiry I am convinced you can adopt no mode of pro- 


motion that will be better received, or that will give more gene- 
ral ſatis faction. I with therefore _ have it announced. 
The caſting Fan & ©: tte ü ought not to be one 


moment delayed : and therefore I ſhall ſend colonel Knox to 


put this in a train, as alſo to have travelling carriages and 


ſhot provided,—elaboratories to be eftabliſhed, one in Hart- 


ford, and another in York. Magazines of provifions ſhould al- 


ſo de laid in- "Theſe I' ſhall fix with the commiſſary. As our 


great loſs laſt year proceeded from a want of teams, I ſhall di- 
rect the quarter-maſter-general to furniſh a certain number to 


each regiment to anſwer the common purpoſes thereof, that the 


army may be enabled to remove from place to place different- 
ly from what we have done, or could do, this campaign. Am- 


munition carts, and proper carts for intrenching tools, ſhould al- 


ſo be provided, and I ſhall direct about them accordingly. A- 


bove all, a ſtore of ſmall arms ſhould be provided, or men will 
be of little uſe. 1he conſumption and waſte of theſe; this year, 5 
has been great :—militia, flying-camp men, &c. coming in 
without, were obliged to be furniſhed, - or become uſeleſs. Ma- 
ny of theſe threw their arms away : ſome loſt them, whilſt o- 
thers deſerted, and took them away. In a word, although I . 


uſed every precaution to preſerve them, the loſs has been great; 


and this will forever be the caſe in ſuch a mixed and e rd | 


army as ours has been. 
If no part of the troops already Gideon at New-York. has 


appeared in Virginia, their deſtination doubtleſs muft be to ſome 


other quarter; and that ſtate muſt, I ſhould think be freed from 
any invaſion, if general Howe can be effectually oppoſed in this. 
I thacefore-incloſe a memorandum given me by brigadier Ste- 
phen of Virginia, which Congreſs will pleaſe to adopt in the 
whole, —in part,—or reje&,—as may be conſiſtent with their 
Flans and intelligence. 

The divifion of the army, late under the command of general 
Lee, now general Sullivan, is juſt upon the point of joining us. 
A ſtrange kind of fatality has attended it. They had orders 
on the ſeventeenth of November to join, now more than a 
month. General Gates, with four eaſtern regiments, is alſo 
near at hand :- three others from thoſe ſtates were coming on, 
by his order, by the way of Peekſkill, and had joined general 


Heath whom I had ordered on with Parſon's brigade, to join 


me, leaving Clinton's brigade and ſome militia (that were at 
Forts Mongomery and Conſtitution) to guard thoſe i important 


paſſes of the Highlands. But the convention of the ſtate of 


News- 
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New-York ſeeming to be much alarmed at Heath's coming a- 
way, —a fleet appearing off New- London, —and ſome part of 


the enemy's troops retiring towards Brunſwie, induced me to 
countermand the order for the march of Paxſons's brigade, and 
to direct the three regiments from Tyconderoga to halt at 


Morriſtown in Jexſey (where I underſtand about eight hundred 
militia had collected), in order to inſpirit the inhabitants, and, 


as far as poſſible, cover that part of the country. I ſhall ſend 


general Maxwell this day to take the command of themy and, 


if to be done, to harraſs and annoy the enemy in their quarters; 
and cut off their convoys, + _ $248, 67 ,46:653.o/434 

The care and vigilance, which were / uſed in ſecuring the 
boats on this river, have hitherto bated every attempt of the 
enemy to croſs : but, from concurring reports and appearances, 
they are waiting for ice to afford them a pailage, ' : 

Since writing the foregoing, I have received a letter from 
governor Cooke of Rhode-Iſland, of which the incloſed is 3 
copy. Previous to this, and immediately upon the firſt intelli- 


' gence obtained of a fleet's going through the Sound, I diſ. 


patched orders to generals Spencer and Arnold to proceed 
without the leaſt delay to the eaſtward. The firſt, I preſume; 


is gone: the latter, not getting my letter till he came to a place 


called Eaſton, was, by advice of general Gates, who alſo met 


my letter at the ſame place, induced to come on hither before 
he proceeded to the eaſt ward. Moſt of our brigadiers arg laid 


up: not one has come on with the diviſion under general Sul- 
livan, but they are left fick at different places on the road. 
By accounts from the eaſtward, a large body of men had aſ-. 


ſembled in Rhode-Iſland, from the ſtates af Maſſachuſetts and 
Connecticut. I preſume (but I have ro advice of it) that the 
militia ordeted from the firſt, -to" rendezvous: at Danbury (fix 


thouſand in number) under the command of -major-generalt 


Lincoln, for ſupplying the place of the diſbanded men of that 


ſtate in the continental army, will now be o:deted. to Rhode- 
Ifland. | F 


In fecaking of general Liocola, 1 Mulde dd hies , 


were I not to add that he is a gentleman well worthy of notice 
in the military line. He commanded: the militia from Mafſa- 
chuſetts laſt ſummer, or fall rather, and much to my fatisfac- 
tion, —having proved himſelf on all occaſions an active, ſpirit- 


ed, ſenſible man. I do not know whether it is his wiſh to re- 
main in the military line, or whether, if he ſhould, any thing 


under the rank he now holds in the ſtate he comes from would 
ſatisfy him. How far an appointment of this. kind might offend: 
| Pe. | O 9 | 
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N 3 I cannot 1 to ſay y ;—many 

thete are, over whom he b © not to be placed ; but I know 


of no way to diſcriminate 


igadier Reed of New-Hampſhire 
does not, I preſume, mean to continue, in ſervice : he ought 
not,. —as J am told, by the n of the ſmall-pox, he is be- 
- came both blind and deaf. | 
Thave the honor to be, &c. 26. W. 
P. 8. Generals Gates * Sullivan bave this inſtant come 
in. By them I learn that few or no men are recruited out 
of the regiments coming on with them, and that there is very 
little reaſon to expect that theſe regiments will be prevailed 
upon to continue after their term of —— expires. If mili- 
tia then do not come hg the a are but too evident. 


| | Sm, Camp 8 Trenton . Fall Deen 24, rec. 
N HAT L ſhould dwell upon the ſubject of our diſtreſſes, 


cannot be more diſagreeable to Congreſs than it is painful to 
myſelf. The alarming ſituation to which our affairs are reduc- 


ed, impels me to the meaſure. Inquiry and inveſtigation, — 
which in moſt caſes ſerve to develope and point out a remedy, 
Ain ours, preſent more and greater difficulties. Till of late 


I was led to hope from report that no inconſiderable part of 


che troops compoſing the regiments that were with general 
Lee, and thoſe from Tyconderoga under general Gates, had 


enliſted again. This intelligence, I confeſs, gave me reaſon to 
expect that I ſhould have, at the expiration of the preſent 
Fear, a force n more reſpectable than what I find will 


be the caſe; ' 
Having ien ee of thoſe regiments, „ 
” theriſed to ſay, from the information of their officers, that but 
very few of the men have enlifted. Thoſe who have, are of 
the troops from Tycanderoga, and were permitted to viſit their 
friends and homes, as part of the terms on which they would 
re- engage. In reſpeci to thoſe who marched with general Lee, 


I cannot learn that any have. Their refuſal, I am told, has 
not proceeded more from an averſion to the ſervice, or any 


* 


1 


fixed determination not to engage again, than from their wiſhes 


to return home, —the „ of officers in ſome i in- 


f * 2h _— anhappl committted to the management of their 
1 the moſt diſtant * of retaining them 


a mo- 


= 
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a moment longer than the laſt of this inſtant, notwithſtanding 
the moſt preſſing ſolicitations and the obvious neceffityy for it. 
By the departure of theſe regiments I ſhall be leſt wah Give = 
from Virginia, Smallwood: from Maryland; a ſmall part of 
Rawlin's, Hand's from Pennſylvania, à part of Ward's from 
Connecticut, and the German battalion, amounting-iw the 
whole at this time from fourteen to fiftteen hundred effective 
men. This handful, and ſuch militia as may chuſe to join me, 
will then campole our m rft #4] pos robert 
When 1 reflect upon theſe things they fill me with much 
concern, knowing that general Howe has a number of troops 
cantoned in the towns bordering on and near the Delaware, 
his intentions to paſs, as ſoon as the ice is ſufficiently formed, 
to invade Pennſylvania and to poffeſs himſelf of Philadelphia, if 
poſſible. To guard againſt his defigns and the execution of 
them, ſhall employ my every exertion: but how is this to be 
done? As yet but few militia have gone to Philadelphia, and 
they are to be our ſupport at this alarming criſis. Had I en- 
tertained a doubt of general Howe's intentions to paſs the De- 
laware on the diſſolution of our army, and as ſoon as the ice is 
made, it would now be done away. An intercepted letter. from 
a gentleman of Philadelphia (who has joined the enemy), to 
his friend and partner in the city, declares that to be their de- 
fn, —that the army would be there in ten or twenty days 
from the ſixteenth inſtant, the time of his writing; if the ice 
ſhould be made ;—adviſes him by no means to remove their 
ſtores,—that they would be ſafe. © 243 86am; 7 
The obftacles which have ariſen to the raiſing of the new 
army, from the mode of - appointing the officers, induee me to 
hope, if Congreſs reſolve on an additional number of battalions 
to thoſe already voted, that they will deviſe ſome other rule 
by which)the officers, eſpecially the field-officers, ſhould be ap- 
pointed. In caſe an augmentation ſhould be made to the vaſt- 
ern regiments, a deviation from the former mode will operate 
more ſtrongly as to them than to other battalions, becauſe 
there have been many more officers in ſervice from thoſe ſtates, 
than the regiments voted to be raiſed would admit of; by which 
means ſeveral deſerving men could not. have been provided 
for, had the utmoſt pains been uſed for the purpoſe; and many 
others of merit have been neglefted in the late appoiatments, 
and thoſe of little worth and leſs experience put in their places 
or promoted over their heads. This has been the caſe. with 
many of the beſt officers! e f 2 9 
The incloſed letter from the paymaſter- al will ſhew 
| 8 l | in rae 122 the 
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the ſtate of the military cheſt, and the neceſſity of a large and 
immediate ſupply of caſh. T he advances to the officers, for 
bounty and the recruiting ſervice, ale great: beſides, the regi- 


ments, at the egi of this month, will require Pay of their | 


claims. A Bi 5 
I have the gy to be, POR | 6. W. 
P. S. If the public papers have been removed from Phila- 
delphia, J hope thoſe which I ſent by lieutenant-colonel Reed 
before we left New-York, have not been forgot. If they have 
not, I beg the favor of you to break open t 1 cheſt, and ſend 
me the ſeveral letter-books, ſealed up, having frequent OCCa- 


fion ag refer to them. 
1 ———— 


70 Ronzxr, Monkls, 2/quire. 


Deu su, —  Head-Qyarters, December 25, 1716. 


I HAVE your obliging favors of the twenty-firſt and 
twenty-third. The blankets are come to hand; but I would 
not have any of org other goods fent on till you age Again 
from me. 

4 agree with you that it is vain to ruminate upon, or even 
reflect upon the authors or cauſes of, our preſent misfortunes: 
we ſhould rather exert ourſelves, and look forward with hopes 
that ſome lucky chance may yet turn up in our favor. Bad as 


our proſpects are, I ſhould not have the leaſt doubt of ſuccels a 
in the end, did not the late treachery and defection of thoſe, 


who ſtood foremoſt in the oppoſition while fortune ſmiled upon 
us, make me fearful that many more will follow their example, 
who, by uſing their influence with ſome and working upon the 
fears'of others, may extend the circle fo as to take in whole 
towns, counties, nay, provinces} Of this we have a recent in- 
ſtance in Jerſey ; and I with many parts in Pennſylvania may 
1 be ready to receive the yoke. | 

The ſecurity of the continental ſhips of war in Delaware is 
cormaly a capital object; and yet to draught the many hands, 


neceſſary to fit them out, for the militia, might be dangerous 
juſt now; perhaps in a little time hence their places may be 


fupplied with country militia; and then, if the exigency of af- 
fairs requires it, they certainly ought to be ſpared.—-I will juſt 
hint to you a propoſition that was made, or rather talked « 
few days ago by the officers of two New-England regiments 
whoſe time ef ariel will expire on the firſt of January. They 


5 ale 


fn  ,4 @& © 


4 moſt of them water - men: and they ſaid their men: idk 
A go on board the frigates, and navigate them round to 
any of the ports in New-England, if it was thought they would 
be ſafer there than in Delaware. You may think of this, and 
let me hear from you on the ſubject, if the, N ene! 
you. 


not heard whether lord Howe accedes to it. I will procure the 
releaſe of doctor Hodge as ſoon as it can be done without -in{-:c= 
ing others by giving him the preference, as I bave always made 
it a rule to demand thoſe fiiſt who have been longeſt in capti- 
vity. I will take the Tame ſteps in regard to Mr. Jones, com- 
mander of the ſloop taken by the Andrew Doria, 

I ſhall take the earlieſt opportunity of ſendinF'in your letter 
to general Lee, with the bill drawn upon major Small. 
From an intercepted letter from a perſon in the ſecrets of the 
enemy, I find their intentions are to croſs Delaware as ſoon as 


the ice 1s ſufficiently n I mention this, that you may 


take the neceſſary ſteps for the ſecurity of ſuch public and pri- 
vate property as ought not to fall into their hands, ſhould they 
make themſelves maſters of Philadelphia, of which- they do not 
ſeem to entertain the leaſt doubt. 

I hope the next chriſtmas will prove happier than the pre- 
ſent, to you, and to, dear ſir, . ſincere friend and humble 


ſervant, S. W. 


P. S. I would juſt aſk . you think Chriſtiana a ſafe 


place for our ſtores. Do not you think they ne be lates at 
| Lancaſter, or ſome where more inland? FE 


7 —— —— — : 
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Sim, | | Head-Qyarteri, Morr own; Dec. 27, 1776. 


I HAVE the pleaſure of congratulating you upon the ſuc- 
ceſs of an enterpriſe which I had formed againſt a detachment 
of the enemy lying in Trenton, and which was executed a 
day morning. 

The evening of the twenty-fifth I de the troops intend- 
ed for this purpoſe to parade back of M*Konkey's ferry, that 


they might begin to paſs as ſoon as it grew dark, imagining that 


we ſhould be able to throw them all over, with the neceſſary 
artillery, by twelve o'clock, and that we might eafily arrive at 


Trenton by five in the morning, the diftance being about nine 


miles. But the quantity of ice, made that night, impeded the 
paſſage 


orrIC IAE EETTERS. =... 


Lieutenant Roger. of the navy is 8 gone in, and I have 
made a demand of lieutenant | Joſiah in exchange; but I have 


— 


%% *' GENERAL WASHINGTON 


paſſage of the boats ſo much, that it was three o'clock. before 
the artillery could all be got over; and near four, before the 
troops took up their line of maren. 
This made me deſpair of ſurpriſing the town, as I well knew 
we could not reach it before the day was fairly broke. But as 
TI was certain there was no making a retreat without being diſ- 
covered, and harraſſed on repaſſing the river, I determined to 
pulh on at all events. I formed my detachment in two diviſi- 
ons, one to march by the lower or river road, the other by the 
upper or Pennington road. As the diviſions had nearly the 
fame diſtance to march, I ordered each of them, immediately 
upon forcing the out guards, to puſh directly into the town, 
that they might charge the enemy before they had time to 
form. | ROY Pugs ls park . 
The upper diviſion arived at the enemy's advanced poſt ex- 
actly at eight o'clock; and in three minutes after, I found, 
From the fire on the lower road, that that diviſion had alfo got 
up. The out guards made but ſmall oppeſition, though, for 
their numbers, they behaved very well, keeping up a conftant 
retreating fire from behind houſes. We preſently ſaw their 
main body formed; but, from their motions, they ſeemed unde. 
termined how to act. pip q 9 
Being hard preſſed by our troops who had already got poſ- 

ſeſſion of their artillery, they attempted to file off by a road on 
their right, leading to Princeton. But, peiceiving their inten- 
tion, I threw a body of troops in their way; which immediate- 
ly checked them. Finding from our diſpoſition, that they were 
ſurrounded, and that they muſt inevitably be cut to pieces if 
they made any further reſiſtance, they agreed to lay down their 
arms. The number that ſubmitted in this manner was twenty- 
three officers and eight hundred and eighty-fix men. Colonel 
Rahl the commanding officer, and ſeven others, were found 
wounded in the town. I do not exactly know how many they 
had killed; but I fancy, not above twenty or thirty, as they 
never made any regular ſtand. Our loſs is very trifling indeed, 
—only two officers and one or two privates wounded. 

I find that the detachment of the enemy conſiſted of the three 
Heſſian regiments of Lanſpach, Kniphauſen, and Rhal, amount- 
ing to about fifteen hundred men, and a treop of Britiſh light- 
horſe: but, immediately upon the beginning of the attack, all 
thoſe who were hot killed or taken, puſhed directly down the 
road towards Bordentown. Theſe would likewiſe have fallen 
into our hands, could my plan have been completely carried in- 


to execution. General Ewing was to have croſſed before day 
at 
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-- MM Trenton ferry, and taken poſſeſſion of the bridge leading out 
of town: but the quantity of ice was ſo great, that, though he 
did every thing in his power to effect it, he could not get over. 
This difficulty alſo hindered general Cadwallader from croſſing 
with the Pennſylvania militia from Briſtol. He got part of his 
foot over: but finding it impoſſible to embark his artillery, he 
vas obliged to deſiſt. T7 £2 © Vo | TY 
J am fully confident, that, could the troops under generals 
Ewing and Cadwallader have paſſed the river, I ſhould have 
been able with their aſſiſtance to have driven the enemy from 
all their poſts below Trenton. But the numbers I had with 
me being inferior to theirs below me, and a ſtrong battalion of 
light infantry being at Princeton above me, I thought it moſt 
prudent to return the ſame evening with the priſoners and the 
artillery we had taken. We found no ſtores of any conſequence 
in the town. | 3 a 
In juftice to the officers and men, I muſt add that their be- 
havior upon this occaſion, reflects the higheſt honor upon them. 
The difficulty in paſſing the river in a very ſevere night, and 
their march through a violent ſtorm of fnow and hail, did not 
in the leaſt abate their ardor: but when they came to the charge, 
each ſeemed to vie with the other in preſſing forward: and 
were I to give a preference to any particular corps, I ſhould do 
great injuſtice to the others. a „„ 
Colonel Baylor, my firſt aid-de-camp, will have the honor of 
delivering this to you; and from him you may be made ac- 
quainted with many other particulars. His ſpirited behavior 
upon every occaſion requires me to recommend him to your par- 

ticular notice. ö e OT TI TEEN 

I have the honor to be, &c. . 
Ingncloſed you have a particular liſt of the priſoners, artillery 
and other ſtores. | = | Fe 5 Don 


Sm, Newtown, December 29, 1716. 


I AM juſt ſetting out to attempt a ſecond paſſage over 
the Delaware with the troops that were with me on the morn- 
ing of the twenty-fixth. I am determined to effect it if poſlible 
but know that it will be attended with much fatigue and dith- 
culty on account of the ice, which will neither allow us to 
croſs on foot, nor give us an eaſy paſſage with boats. General 
Cadwallader croffed from Briſtol on the twenty-ſeventh, and, 

by his letter of yeſterday, was at Bordentown with about-eigh- 
; | teec 


= teen hundred men. In addition to theſe, general Mifflin ent 
Y over five hundred from Philadelphia on friday, three hundred 
yeiterday evening from Burlington, and will follow to-day with 
ſe ven or eight hundred möre. 1 have taken every precaution 
in my power for ſubſiſting che troops, andgſhall, without loſs of 
time, and as foon as circumſtances will admit of it, purſue the 
enemy in their retreat, —try to beat up more of their quarters, 
and, in a word, in every inſtance, adopt ſuch meaſures as the 
exigency of our affairs requires, and our fituation will juſtify. - 
Had it not been for the unhappy failure of generals Ewing 
and Cadwallader in their attempts to paſs on th- night of the 
_- tenty-fifth, —and if the ſeveral concerted attacks could have 
been Ade have no doubt but that our views would have 
£ facceeded to our warmeſt expectations. What was done occaſi- 
oned the enemy to leave their ſeveral poſts on the Delaware 
with great precipitation. The peculiar diſtreſſes to which the 
troops cho were with me were reduced by the feverities of cold. 
rain, ſhow, and ſtorm, —the charge of the priſoners they Had F 
taken, —and another reaſon that might be mentioned, and thge 
Httle proſpect of receiving ſuccours on account of the ſeaſon 
and ſituation of the river,—would not authoriſe a further par- 
fuit at that time. 
| Sinee tranſmitting the liſt of orifoners, a few more have been 
| diſcovered and taken in Trenton, —among them a lieutenant- 
colonel, and a deputy-adjutant-general, —the whole gore, — 
to about a thouſand. bo 
I have been honored with your letter of the reonry=third and 
its ſeveral inclofures, to which I ſhall pay due attention. A 
flag goes in this morning with a letter to general Howe, and 
another to general Lee. For the latter, Robert Morris, eſ- 
quire, has tranſmitted a bill of exchange, drawn by two Britiſh 
officers, for a hundred and fixteen pounds, nine ſhillings, and 
three pence, on major Small, for money furniſhed them in 
South-Carolina, whicn-I truſt will be paid, This ſupply is ex- 
clufive of the ſum you have reſolved to be ſent him, and which 
Mr. Morris will procure in time. OT 
I have the honor to be, &. G. W. 
P. S. I am under great apprehenſions about obtaining pro- 
per ſupplies of proviſion for our troops: I fear it will be ex- 
tremely difficult, if not impracticable, as the enemy, from eve- 
ry account, have taken and collected every thing they could 
find. 27 JU 50 
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